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Advertisements in the 
Parish News

If you would like to advertise in 
our magazine, please contact the 
editor at: littlehadhampn@gmail.
com for more details.

The Parish News is funded and 
distributed freely by St Cecila's 
Church. We really appreciate the 
support of all our advertisers to 
help cover our overheads and 
keep the Parish News in print. So 
if you run a business or service 
and would like to invest in your 
local magazine and reach over 
500 homes each month with your 
product or service, we'd love to 
hear from you. We offer ads at 4 
different sizes and prices from a 
full page to an eighth of a page, 
with discounts for taking a year at a 
time. We can also insert flyers for 
a small fee. You can also make a 
donation to the magazine, contact 
the editor for details. 
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Did you know we have a Facebook page 
as well as a website? Earlier today in 
church, I was explaining about how 
many followers the Facebook page 
has and how it works. Followers are 
people who have opted in to receive 
notifications that we place on the 
Facebook page. It’s a great way to let 
people know what’s happening without 
having to send out emails and reach 
people who are already interested in 
seeing the latest news.

How did I get onto the subject of 
Facebook followers during a sermon? 
It came about while I was exploring 
the invitation of Jesus to his very first 
followers: “Come and see”. It’s the kind 
of thing a Jewish rabbi, a teacher, would 
say to anyone who wanted to learn from 
them: “Come and see”. At that time, 
rabbis had followers – people who came 
to live alongside them and learn from 
them as their apprentices.

Those first followers of Jesus went 
wherever Jesus went for the next three 
years or so. Then they continued to 
follow Jesus after his death, resurrection 
and ascension, inviting others to come 
and see what it was like to be a follower 
of Jesus – a Christian.

I took my first steps of following Jesus 
over forty years ago and I’m still 
discovering what it means to ‘come 
and see’. I’m still discovering more and 
more of what it means to follow Jesus. 
I’m still discovering more and more 
of what Jesus meant when he said he 
came in order that we may have life - 
life in all its fullness.

Prayer Chain

Within our congregations we have a 
network of people who will receive 
prayer requests. Whatever the 
problem, worry, anxiety or personal 
need, when received, it will be 
forwarded to the people on the 
chain who will pray immediately for 
each request for a period of time. 
All requests will be confidential.
Please ring anytime: 
Janet: 842 671
Karin: 771 532
Alice 504 781

Rector of the Parish:
Revd. Steve Bate
01279 842 609
muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com

Churchwarden:
Karin Green
01279 771 532
gouldburn.green@outlook.com

Editor:
Anne Wright
littlehadhampn@gmail.com

To find out more about the life of our 
Church, please visit our website: 
www.riverashchurches.org.uk

Editorial Deadline:

All articles for inclusion, sponsorship 
and copy and payment for advertising 
in the next issue must be received by 
the15th of the month. 

(BACS preferred, email the editor for 
details.)

Editor reserves the right to edit copy 
received and omit accompanying 
pictures where necessary.

View the Parish News Online including 
back issues: www.littlehadham.com

Letter from the Rectory
Revd. Steve Bate

Little Hadham Parish News

The magazine is written by 
many contributors who report 
for themselves or for a club or 
organisation they represent. The 
church and production team does not 
necessarily agree with the opinions 
aired in any article printed here. 
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What does 
following Jesus 
look like? It 
looks different 
for each follower 
of Jesus but 
the one thing in 
common is that 
we’re to become more and more like 
Jesus himself – with the help of God 
the Holy Spirit.

Where do we follow Jesus? In the places 
he calls us to follow. Often, it’s right 
where we already are: in our homes, in 
the communities where we live, in our 
workplaces – and in the places where 
we meet others online. These are the 
places where we’re called to be like 
Jesus himself. 

Where Jesus calls us will change over 
time. We move on. Listening to God in 
prayer, and with others, we can discover 
how we’re being called to follow Jesus 
right now.

I’ve said before that all Christians have 
something to offer in serving God and 
serving others. We each have a unique 
mix of gifts and abilities to be put to 
use wherever we are on our journey of 
following Jesus. Where might following 
Jesus take you this year?

By the way, if you would like to find us 
on Facebook search for ‘The River Ash 
Churches’ or go to        on the website.



4 5

Carole Page
Little Hadham Parish Council

www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk

Little Hadham Parish Council meets the first Tuesday of each month in the 
Village Hall.  There is no meeting in August or January. All residents and 
press are welcome to attend the meetings. 

Parish Council Meeting Dates:– all meetings commence at 
7.30pm

7th Feb / 7th March / 4th April / 9th May / 6th June / 4th July / 5th 
Sept / 3rd Oct / 7th Nov / 5th Dec

Agendas are posted on noticeboards and the Little Hadham Parish 
Council website.

Parish Council Meeting Dates:
Please note May meeting date 
change, as there is an election for the 
Parish Council which needs to be held 
within 14 days from May 4th.

Agendas are posted on noticeboards 
and on the Little Hadham Parish 
Council website.

Parish Council Elections - 4th 
May 2023: 
There is an opportunity to become 
a Parish Councillor in your village of 
Little Hadham. We have the election 
on 4th May 2023, where residents of 
the village can put themselves forward 
as a prospective Parish Councillor.

To be able to stand as a candidate at a 
parish council election you must:

• be at least 18 years old 

• be a British citizen, an eligible 
Commonwealth, and meet at 
least one of the following four 
qualifications: 

1. You are, and will continue to be, 
registered as a local government 
elector for the parish in which you 
wish to stand from the day of your 
nomination onwards.

2. You have occupied as owner or 
tenant any land or other premises 
in the parish area during the 
whole of the 12 months before 
the day of your nomination and 
the day of election.

3. Your main or only place of work 
during the 12 months prior to the 
day of your nomination and the 
day of election has been in the 
parish area. 

4. You have lived in the parish area 
or within three miles of it during 
the whole of the 12 months 
before the day of your nomination 
and the day of election. 

This is some of what your Parish 
Council does:

• Maintain the Playing field and 
Ridgeway parks

• Monitor footpaths and bridleways

• Review planning applications

• Work with East Herts County 
Council on Little Hadham issues, 
e.g., Highways

• Work with local organisation on 
Little Hadham issues, e.g. Police 
on traffic, parking etc.

• Represent the Parish and 
residents on major infrastructure 
plans, e.g. the Bypass

• Support Little Hadham Projects, 
e.g. Ridgeway improvement, 
Playground update

If you would like to hear more about 
how you can be involved with your 
community, please contact the clerk.

clerklittlehadham@gmail.com  
01920 870809 | 07825 011975

• Chiropractors
• Physiotherapy
• Osteopathy
•  Chiropody  

& Podiatry
• Sports Massage
• Acupuncture
• Hypnotherapy
• Nutritional Therapy
• GP Services
•  Yoga, Pilates & Tai Chi

01763 87 80 87 
www.attend2heath.co.uk 
27 High Street Buntingford SG9 9AB

£20  OFF
YOUR FIRST APPOINTMENT  WITH THIS ADVERT*

*Valid for Chiropractic, Osteopathy and Physiotherapy New Patients only.

A w a r d - w i n n i n g  C l i n i c

SierraHomeCare
Personal • Caring • Responsive

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

There's no place 
like home...

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

…to receive care and support 
to live your life, your way

Companionship
Home Help
Personal Care
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Dr Paul Haimes
Down at the Doctors

A belated happy new year to you all 
and a big thank you from all our staff 
for the generous Christmas goodies!

As it’s the start of a new year, we 
thought it would be helpful to remind 
patients of our appointment system. 
Appointments are split between those 
that are urgent on the day (60%) and 
those that are routine (40%). 

Patients can ring from 0830 with 
any urgent on the day requests. The 
reception team are well trained and 
will ask for a brief reason for the 
request, solely to allocate the patient 
to the appropriate Doctor or Nurse. 
You will also be asked if you would 
prefer a face-to-face or telephone 
appointment. Despite various media 
comments we significantly increased 
our face-to-face contacts with 
patients many months ago.

If it’s a routine appointment you 
require, please call after 0930 and 
you will, hopefully, be allocated 
an appointment in the next week; 
perhaps longer if your preferred 
clinician is not available as most GP’s 
are part-time and not there every day. 

www.muchhadhamhealthcentre.co.uk

Bespoke ponds & water features

Fish ponds, wildlife ponds, swim ponds

Child safe streams & pondless waterfalls

Brook House, Albury
01279 771 084 | 07889 655 908
www.creativecascades.co.uk

enquiries@creativecascades.co.uk

Based at Wickham Hall CM23 1JG

Contact us for appointments  
or information 

Tel: Diana 07506 693 158
Email: dianastortpark@gmail.com

Web: stortfordpark.physio

STORTFORD PARK PHYSIOTHERAPY

Relaxing and Rebalancing Reflexology 
Treatments

Advanced Facial Reflexology
 

www.chloeburroughsreflexology.com
Phone: 07863346212

Email: 
Info@chloeburroughsreflexology.com

 
Treatment Room in Little Hadham

 

CHLOÉ BURROUGHS REFLEXOLOGY  
 

Come and experience the power of 
reflexology 

Unfortunately, Hunsdon surgery was 
closed in January due to village hall 
refurbishments. The medication 
collection service (Tuesdays 1100-
1130) continued during this time and 
we will have a GP there on Monday 
and Friday mornings going forward.

Finally, for those who’ve not made 
a new year resolution, or already 
defaulted, why not book an NHS 
health check? You are eligible if you 
are aged 40-74, have not had a stroke 
and do not already have a pre-existing 
health condition, such as diabetes. 
Invitations have been sent out but if 
you think you qualify, please call and 
check with reception.

RELIEVE INSOMNIA
PAIN MANAGEMENT
PREGNANCY

MUSCLE REPAIR
STRESS & ANXIETY RELIEF
MEDITATION

BENEFITS OF FLOATATION
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Our next meeting is on 21st February 
in the Village Hall at 12.30pm for a 
Ploughmans Lunch, either Cheese or 
Pate. Cost is £5. Please contact Karin 
on 771 532 to book your place.

As previously mentioned, Karin is 
stepping down in March and in order 
to keep going, we need support so 
please contact me on 07904 150 595 
if you can help.

Nothing makes the end of winter like 
a cheery spring flower. From the first 
snowdrops and daffodils to primroses 
and hellebores, spring flowers are 
used as a marker to count down the 
days until temperatures increase 
again and we can spend more time in 
the garden.

Spring flowers are important for 
pollinators too. Many pollinators, 
including bumblebees and some 

Little Hadham Gardening Club
Anne Willett
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butterflies, hibernate over winter and 
they rely on spring flowers to provide 
them with nectar and pollen when 
they emerge from hibernation.  Nectar 
provides pollinators with the energy to 
fly and find a mate or nest site, whilst 
pollen helps bumblebees to start 
laying eggs for the next generation.

When choosing spring flowers it is 
important to think about the site you 
intend to grow them in, most do best in 
sun or dappled shade, but will flower 
sooner if grown in a sunny spot as 
the soil will be warmed by the sun. 
Consider also whether to grow them 
in a pot or the ground and whether you 
want a temporary or permanent display.

Consider colour combinations too. 
Will the flower colours complement 
each other or clash. Will they flower at 
the same time, or one after the other.
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UNIT 1B, FOXHOLES AVENUE, HERTFORD SG13 7JG     
LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 1979  •  ALL WORK FULLY GUARANTEED 

•  DIGITAL FREEVIEW AERIAL INSTALLATIONS
•  EXTRA TV POINTS and SKY PLAYBACK
•  AERIAL REPAIRS and STORM DAMAGE
•  DAB/FM AERIALS and COMMUNAL TV SYSTEMS
•  FREESAT HD, SKY+HD and SKY Q
•  HIDDEN DISH SPECIALISTS and FOREIGN SATELLITE
•  PLASMA/LCD/LED TV, AUDIO and DVD REPAIRS
•  TV WALL INSTALLATIONS and HIDDEN CABLES
•  WIRELESS BURGLAR INTRUDER ALARM SYSTEMS
•  CCTV SYSTEMS IN FULL HD – WATCH ON YOUR TABLET OR  
    SMART PHONE ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD
•  WIFI ACCESS POINTS and DATA NETWORK DISTRIBUTION
•  SONOS and HOME CINEMA AUDIO SPECIALISTS
•  VIDEO DOOR ENTRY and INTERCOM SYSTEMS

    HERTFORD TV SERVICE
         Tel: 01992 552955   www.hertfordtvservice.co.uk    

MEMBER

H O W E  G R E E N
H O U S E  S C H O O L

Independent Co-ed Prep School for 4 to 11 years  
and Little Oaks Nursery School for 2 to 4 years

www.howegreenhouseschool.co.uk 
01279 657706
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Little Hadham Village Hall News
Jan Williamson
It was lovely to see so many of you 
venture out into the cold January air 
to support our new Warm Welcome 
Café, which opened on Wednesday 
11th January and the Community 
Breakfast held on second Thursday 
of the month.  Our Warm Welcome 
Café is open every Wednesday and 
Thursday until the end of March. It is 
supported by grant funding and cash 
donations for refreshments provided.  
Please come along anytime between 
10am and 2pm for a chat and a coffee 
or a simple lunch.  We have games, 
magazines and a warm welcome 
waiting for you, so please pop in.  We 
regularly update our website www.
littlehadhamvillagehall.com and 
post on Facebook and the Nextdoor 
App, to let you know ‘What’s On’ at 
your Village Hall.

Like many households and 
businesses, as a village hall, we too, 
find managing finances through 
the current economic climate 
challenging. The recent ‘cold snap’ 
gave us an unexpected bill for two 
bursts pipes and of course, over 
the past 12 months, ever increasing 
overheads for insurance and utilities 
etc.  As our regular hall users will 
know, after no increase for two years, 
we had to put our hall hire charges 
up in November last year. This was 
regrettable but necessary and has 
led to us to keeping our hall charges 
under close review.  

To provide further financial support 
for our Village Hall, we are planning 

chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk 

some exciting fundraising events 
this year. We are particularly looking 
forward to our first Little Hadham 
Open Gardens in June this year, 
organised by Dave and Anne Willett. 
Keep a look out for details of this and 
other upcoming events.  

Our Monday afternoon relaxed 
cinema, with film licences sponsored 
by Clarion Futures is open to all and 
includes café style seating, subtitles 
for the hard of hearing and an interval. 
Refreshments of tea/coffee, cake and 
biscuits are included in the entry fee 
of just £5.  Our next film showing in 
on Monday 13th February. Please 
see our website or village hall 
noticeboards for further details.

Grant Funding

We continue to be proactive in 
securing essential grant funding 
to allow us to pilot scheme new 
initiatives and to continue with our 
existing provision too. The afternoon 
cinema, to enable it to continue, will 
need to secure new grant funding 
for film licences by the end of this 
year. Grant applications are very time 
consuming, require us to provide a 
lot of additional information about the 
hall and require regular reports to the 
sponsor to monitor the outcome of 
the grant. 

Grant funding needs to cover; hall hire, 
equipment, improvements to ensure a 
suitable environment, administration, 
and promotion costs plus 
miscellaneous. Once the grant comes 

If you would like to know more about anything mentioned in this article please 
phone me, Jan Williamson on: 01279 771 272 or email me: 
chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk

to an end it is then up to us to be self-
funding or find another grant to enable 
the group or activity to continue. 

Grant applications secured currently 
support:

• Bereavement Café sponsored by 
the Ash Valley Community Hub

• Mum’s Matter sponsored by the 
Ash Valley Community Hub

• Digital Workshop sponsored by 
Clarion Digital Unite.

• Warm spaces sponsored by Much 
Hadham Health Centre, Herts 
Community Foundation and Little 
Hadham Parish Council.

The aim of securing grant funding for 
pilot schemes is to focus on health 
and wellbeing and social connections 
for our rural communities. The 
benefits for us, as volunteers, is that 
we get to know so many people in 
our community and know that we can 
really make a difference.  

Volunteering

If you feel you would like to be a 
volunteer, we have many community 
groups that would be pleased to 
welcome you. What you can give is 
up to you, but any time you can give is 
always greatly appreciated.  We would 
like to say a big thank you to those 
who have already come forward to 
support a rota for our Warm Welcome 
Café. Please contact our vice-chair, 
Joan McKinlay to join our team 

of volunteers.  Email: vice-chair@
littlehadhamvillagehall.com

We are currently looking for a new 
treasurer. If you have the skill set to 
work with figures, pay bills, provide 
monthly figures for the Trustees 
and work with a small group of 
people who will provide you with 
monthly figures which will be part 
of the annual year ending figures, 
please contact me, Jan Williamson. 
I would really like to hear from you 
as a matter of urgency. As Treasurer, 
you would be a trustee and member 
of the Village Hall Management 
Committee and named on the Charity 
Commission’s website.

We know that two of our trustees 
are stepping down at the AGM in 
March. We are very much in need 
of recruiting some new trustees to 
the committee. Most trustees are 
group representatives, as stated 
in our constitution or governing 
document, however, we do need 
proactive committee members 
to help run the hall. Please get in 
contact if you are interested.

AGM

The Village Hall Management 
Committee is holding its AGM 
on 28th March 2023, starting 
at 7.45pm in the main hall and 
welcomes the parish of Little 
Hadham to attend.
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WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
MONDAY'S
Mum's Matter (Mother & Baby Group)  10 - 11.30am  
Active Rhyme   1.30 - 2.15pm Lucy 07884 290 712 
    Suitable for 6- 18 months old
Badminton    7.30 – 9.30pm  Nigel English: nigelenglish8@gmail.com

TUESDAY'S
Zumba    9:30 - 10:30am  with Laura 07930 050 851 

Brownies    5.45 - 7pm  Term Time Only

WEDNESDAY'S
Warm Welcome Cafe  10am - 2pm  No need to book just drop in and enjoy!

Digital Improvers drop in  2 - 3.30pm  Jan 01279 771 272
Fitsteps    6 - 7pm   Jacqui: 07731 454 228

THURSDAY'S
Warm Welcome Cafe  10am - 2pm  No need to book just drop in and enjoy! 

Olio food collection   9.30am  Tara and James - rear of VH collection

FRIDAY'S
Fancy Feet children's dance class 4 - 5.30pm Term Time Only  Hannah 07538 262 835

Indoor bowls    7.30 -10pm  except 2nd Friday

FORTNIGHTLY
Tuesday 7th & 21st  2 – 4pm  Turn up & Play Scrabble (£3 per session)  
      Annette: 07926 088 202
Tuesday 7th & 21st  2 – 4pm  Art from the Start (Peter Temple 01279 771421)

Wednesday 1st & 15th  12.30-1.30 pm Virtual Cycle Studio (Adam 07538 706 560)

MONTHLY
9th   10 – 12 noon   Community Breakfast morning 01279 771 272

10th    7pm    Red Chair Cinema Club 
      redchaircinema@littlehadhamvillagehall.com

16th    10 am – 12 noon   Bereavement café

17th    9am - 1pm   Little City - roleplay for pre-schoolers

23rd    2 - 4 pm    LH Afternoon Tea  (wendyforgham@hotmail.com)

What’s On in February @ LH Village Hall
See website www.littlehadhamvillagehall.com for latest details NOTICEBOARD

It is with great sadness that we heard that Alan Hoy the former village postman 
for many years sadly passed away on 4th January.  His son Mark would like to 
let everyone know that the funeral is taking place at 10am on 30th January at 
Woollensbrook Crematorium. There is a wake at 11am at the Allenbrys Sports 
and Social Club in Harris Lane, Ware after the service. Anyone who would like 
to pay their respects are very welcome.

COVER PHOTOS 
Thank you so much to 
everyone who has sent 
in photos for the cover of 
the magazine last month, 
they are beautiful, we 
have some very talented 
photographers in the 
village as you will see 
from our beautiful cover photos. Always happy 

to receive more, from any season but right 

now especially on the look out for springtime 

photos to be considered for our front cover, 

so keep your eye out for signs of spring, new 

shoots and bulbs coming up, maybe some 

spring sunshine...?!

Please send your photos of the village to me at:

littlehadhampn@gmail.com

Make sure they are hi-resolution, and have a 

relatively clear space top right or left hand side for 

the name and issue of the magazine. :-)

OTHER EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY
12th February Antiques Fair

21st February Garden Club 12.30pm for a Ploughmans Lunch, 
either Cheese or Pate. Cost is £5. Please contact Karin on 771 532 to 
book your place.

Christingle
Lovely to see so 
many of you for our 
Christingle on the 
24th December. We 
raised £271.42 for the 
Childrens Society.
Thank You.
Karin
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A quiet end to the year and even 
quieter start to 2023. A trip to North 
Norfolk before Christmas was good 
for some sea duck such as Common 
scoter, Red breasted merganser and 
Slavonian grebe, but not too much 
else notable.

Closer to home, a wonderful walk 
around RSPB Rye Meads in early 
January got me seeing, but not 
photographing, a fly over Lesser 
Spotted Woodpecker as well as 
wildfowl. A walk around Grange 
Paddocks in town got me coming 
across the resident Kingfisher and 
large flocks of overwintering Siskins.

Having broken a couple of toes by 
stubbing them on a wooden cabinet 
at home, I have not ventured out 
for a walk for a while, but, before 
the accident, I wandered around 
the Sidehill Wood habitat in Much 
Hadham where huge numbers of 
Fieldfare and Redwing were present,

January/February is the time when 
foxes start calling, Tawny owls 
begin hooting and Great spotted 
woodpeckers begin their territorial 
drumming. All worth listening out for. 

Nature Observations
Jono Forgham jonoforgham@gmail.com

Gadwall washing

Fieldfares & Redwings

Carrion Crow

Gadwall

Kingfisher

Great Crested Grebe

Jay

Grey Squirrel

Siskin

Dozing Mute Swan
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With all the festivities over and life 
returning to a somewhat more regular 
routine, I would like to thank everyone 
who has supported Little Hadham’s 
Afternoon Teas for the over 60’s.

The past year has left us overwhelmed 
at the number of guests who continue 
to join us for tea, cake and company, 
not forgetting the occasional glass of 
wine, every month.

Without your support we would be 
unable to continue with our monthly 
gatherings. 

Our Christmas tea especially, was 
a huge success and could not have 
happened without your generous 

Wendy Forgham
Little Hadham Over 60's Afternoon Tea

wendyforgham@hotmail.com

https://olioex.com
donations and the help of my fabulous 
team of volunteers.

So, thank you, friends old and new 
and we very much look forward to 
seeing you again at Little Hadham 
Village Hall on Thursday 23rd 
February, between 2 & 4pm for our 
first tea of 2023.

If you would like to reserve a space 
at our forthcoming tea, or you need 
transportation to or from the hall, 
please see my contact details below.

Email: wendyforgham@hotmail.com

Mobile: 07817 633 713

Natalie Tyson, Professional Organiser
07725 218 016  hello@organisemehappy.com

www.organisemehappy.com      

YOUR LIFE MADE SIMPLE
Decluttering and organising wardrobes,  

playrooms, kitchens, moving home

**OOffff  eerr  vvaalliidd  ffoorr  ooppeenniinnggss  uupp  ttoo  22..4mm  wwiiddee  &&  iinncclluuddiinngg  22  rreemmoottee  ccoonnttrroollss,,  5555mmmm  wwhhiittee  ssllaattss,,  iinntteerrnnaall  mmaannuuaall  oovveerrrriiddee..

Garolla garage doors are expertly 
made to measure in our own UK 

factories, they’re strong and solidly 
built. The electric Garolla door rolls up 

vertically, taking up only 8 inches inside 
your garage, maximising valuable space. 

Our expert local installers will fi t your 
new door and they’ll take away the 

old one too, so there’s no mess.

Give us a call today and 
we’ll come and measure up 
completely FREE of charge.

From 

£895
for a fully 
fi tted electric 
garage door.

Gotta get a Garolla.
WHAT’S INCLUDED WITH EVERY DOOR:

• EXPERT MEASURING & FITTING

• 2 REMOTE CONTROLS

• ACOUSTIC & THERMAL INSULATION

• FREE DISPOSAL OF YOUR OLD DOOR

• AVAILABLE IN 21 COLOURS

CALL US TODAY ON:

01279 510 098 
MOBILE:

07537 149 128

Tara Murphy & James Conway

A belated Happy New Year to all of our Olio-ers!
We hope an orange or two was had over the festive 
period as there were several hundred donated from 
M&S. Each and every one of them were shared and 
distributed so no food waste happened- thank you 
everyone and Jan for delivering them to homes!
We hope everyone is aware of Warm Spaces, which 
has opened up at the Village Hall from January. It is 
open to everyone in the community to provide a warm 
place to meet up, keep warm, socialize and have a 
tea/ coffee and a bite to eat. Some food waste we’ve 
collected from M&S has been supporting these 
sessions with the help from Jan and many volunteers.
We will be doing food waste collections as normal on 
Thursday and Saturday mornings (assuming a pickup 
happens the evening before) at the back of the 
Village Hall 9.30am. We hope to see you all there.
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All repair work undertaken 

24hr Roadside Recovery 

Aircon Servicing  

Body shop 

And more 

 

 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk

We stock a selection of more than 
200 wines from most French wine 
regions including Bordeaux, Loire 
Valley, a few international gems, 
Champagne & Cognac.  
Delivery to all UK addresses. 

info.wine.story@gmail.com 
2 Hadham Hall, Little Hadham, SG11 2AU
07921 770 691 |       thewinestoryclub

We have 6 bottle mixed 
cases starting at £58. Email 
us for full private catalogue 
or contact Thibault on the 
details below.

If you love life, then you’ll love 
The Wine Story Club

Your local independent Wine Merchant

www.thewinestoryclub.com

Free delivery to 
the Hadham’s 
& surrounding 
villages from 12 

bottles. 

As some of you will know, I sit on 
the Stansted Airport Consultative 
Committee (‘STACC’). I often feel that 
this is just a talking shop and a waste 
of my time but there is the occasional, 
minor success and I’m quite proud to 
have been very involved in persuading 
the airport to introduce a discount 
scheme for local residents when 
they were dropping off or picking up 
passengers at the terminal forecourt. 

The standard drop-off charge at 
Stansted is now an eye-watering 
£7.00 but if you live within a 5-mile 
radius of the airport, you only need 
to pay 50 pence when dropping off 
at the terminal forecourt.  If you live 
more than 5 miles away, but within a 
10-mile radius, the charge is £1.00.  

Either way, it’s a lot cheaper than the 
£7.00 you would otherwise have to 
pay, and the alternative of parking in 
one of the short-stay car parks – Red, 
Blue, Orange or Green – is even more 
expensive. That will cost you £10.00 
for up to 30 minutes and £18.00 for up 
to 60 minutes.

To get the benefit of the reduced 
drop-off charge, you need to have an 
‘Express Set Down Discount’ card.  
You can do this online at https://
www.stanstedairport.com/parking/
pick-up-and-drop-off/. Just scroll 
down the page and you’ll find the 
application form.  It takes just two 
minutes to apply.

The card can be used for picking 
up as well as dropping off, but you 
need time your arrival so that you can 
collect your passenger(s) straight 
away, without waiting. If you remain in 
the terminal forecourt area for more 
than 15 minutes, you’ll be charged 
£25.  Also, be warned that if you do 
a circuit and re-enter the terminal 
forecourt area within 30 minutes that 
will result in a charge of £20.

Finally, if you’re wondering how 
much money Stansted Airport must 
be earning from its exorbitant car 
parking charges, the answer is that 
Stansted will this year generate an 
estimated £115 million from its car 
parks and in drop-off charges.  Quite 
a nice little earner!

stanstedairportwatch.com

Brian Ross

Local Residents Discount Scheme



SPELLBROOK
DRIVEWAYS & LANDSCAPES

www.spellbrookdriveways.co.uk

Fully Insured     All Work Guaranteed

Mobile: 07799 603 089 
Office: 01279 503 936 

E: spellbrookdriveways@gmail.com 
Westwoods, London Road, Spellbrook, Bishop’s Stortford 

Hertfordshire CM23 4AU

    What We Do:  
    BLOCK PAVING 
    TARMACADAM 
    RESIN BOUND 
    TAR & STONE 
    GRAVELLING 
    PATIOS 
    NATURAL STONE 
    FENCING 
    TURFING 
    WALLS 
    LANDSCAPING 
    STONE CLEANINGCopyright

Copyright
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Will Writing & Trusts
Lasting Power of 
Attorneys (LPA’s)
Probate 
Administration 
Inheritance Tax and 
Estate Planning

01920 747208 | emma@dqrwillsandprobate.co.uk
www.dqrwillsandprobate.co.uk

See my recent reviews on Facebook: @dqrwillsprobate 

Member of The Society 
of Will Writers

TRUSTED 
STANDON BASED 
WILL WRITER

Providing a professional, friendly service, 
I offer free advice and will guide you 

through your options.
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It’s pruning time at Four Acres.  You 
can prune vines from November to 
March.  The idea of pruning is to 
control the growth of the vine, to avoid 
disease and to get a good crop.  If you 
let a vine do it’s own thing it will grow 
and grow and grow!

So how did this come about?  
Well thousands of years ago in 
Mesopotamia (between Turkey and 
Syria) people discovered if you prune 
the vines and control their growth 
they will produce bunches of grapes 
both for eating and making wine.  We 
have pretty much used the same 
system for 5000 plus years.

Heard It Through The Grapevine
Platon Loizou www.fouracresestate.co.uk

At Four Acres we use the French 
system of “double guyot”.  We cut 
away last year’s growth but leave two 
canes to carry this year’s grapes and 
we also leave two spurs to try and 
control which way the vines will grow 
in the future.

This is not a difficult task, it’s just time 
consuming and it will take at least 30 
days to get the job done.  The rain, 
snow and ice will not damage the 
vines in the winter as they are in 
hibernation (in fact a cold spell is 
quite beneficial). The difficult weather 
just affects me!!

website: www.atkinsarb.co.uk

email: office@atkinsarb.co.uk

Contact us for a quotation: 
07875 444 175 | 01279 294 044
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The Hundred 
Parishes Society
Tricia Moxey

Flowering snowdrops are a welcome 
sight in early February.  Although 
not native to this country, these 
spring-flowering bulbs were planted 
in churchyards from the 16th 
century onwards. As their seeds are 
dispersed by ants, they have become 
naturalised in suitable locations such 
as hedgerows. Snowdrops carpet 
parts of Hatfield Forest and the 
gardens of Audley End and Easton 
Lodge where visitors can admire 
them; smaller clusters will be present 
in most of the churchyards around 
the Hundred Parishes.   
Snowdrops are easily seen, but other 
early spring flowers will follow them 
as the days lengthen.  Yellow-flowered 
primroses, winter aconites and lesser 
celandines appear alongside sweet 
violets.  All these flowers produce 
pollen and nectar, vital food for 
early-foraging honeybees, queen 
bumblebees and other insects. 
Surveys of churchyards indicate 
they can be havens for wildflowers 
often supporting species which have 
become rare in the wider countryside. 
Whilst neatly mown grass is 
appreciated by many, leaving 
vegetation uncut allows many 
attractive grassland plants to flower 
for the benefit of insects. 
The Botanical Society of Britain 
and Ireland organises a wildflower 
hunt to record what is in flower at 
the start of the year. The aim is to 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk
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record how flowers are responding 
to a warming climate.  Enthusiasts 
search their local area, noting what 
is in flower. This year, the number of 
species recorded within the Hundred 
Parishes was much reduced, almost 
certainly due to the wintry weather 
experienced in December. 
More flowers will bloom as spring 
advances, so I encourage you to 
enjoy one or more of the walks 
or open gardens listed on www.
hundredparishes.org.uk - or visit 
your local churchyard. If you are able, 
take some photos of what is in flower 
to share with friends or family or post 
them on Facebook, perhaps on The 
Hundred Parishes Facebook group.

Many local villages organise 
successful open gardens and this year 
the Village Hill is organising an Open 
Gardens event to raise funds for the 
Village Hall refurbishment programme.

The Village Hall will be the starting 
point for the day to park, buy 
tickets and enjoy the all important 
refreshments. There will also be a 
Plant Sale.

So far, 16 people have offered their 
gardens, and others are thinking 
about joining in.

Nearly all of the gardens offered 
are located between the Ash (traffic 
lights) and the Ford (war memorial). 

This means that visitors will not have 
to walk too far. However, if you are in 
other parts of Little Hadham please 
contact us if you would like to take 
part. The event will be Sunday 18th 
June 10.30-4pm.

If you would like to offer your garden, 
and you have not been asked yet, 
please contact us.

Alternatively, you may want to 
volunteer in other ways, making cakes, 
selling plants and helping in the Village 
Hall. If so, please contact us.

David Willett - dw1289@outlook.com

Anne Willett - annemwillett@gmail.com

LH Open Gardens - Sunday 18th June
Anne Willett
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High quality creative 
education for children 

from 3-11
Emphasis on nurturing each 

child as an individual.
Care provision from 7.45am to 6.00pm 

including excellent all day nursery.

A positive active ethos that 
strives for excellent personal 
and academic development.

By far the best way to 
find out about a school 

is to visit it. 
Please phone us on 

01279 771285 to make 
an appointment.

 

 

Independent Family Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons 

DANIEL ROBINSON & SONS 
Est 1892 

Always here when you need us… 
 

• Arrangements in the comfort of your 
own home, if preferred 

• Private Chapels of Rest 
• Prepaid funeral planning services 
• Traditional & contemporary funerals to 

suit your wishes 

enquiries@drobinson.co.uk  ~  www.drobinson.co.uk 
 

79/81 South Street 
BISHOP’S STORTFORD 

01279 655477 

3 Bullfields 
SAWBRIDGEWORTH 

01279 722476 

We have been working hard on 
pruning, treeplanting and other winter 
jobs and are now looking forward 
to re-opening the Gardens for the 
snowdrop season. In 2022 it was wet 
in February and we had to cancel two 
of the planned snowdrop days, so 
we have our fingers firmly crossed 
for decent weather and ground 
conditions and for the snowdrops to 
be at their best on time (despite the 
unseasonally mild start to 2023)!

On the Sunday Snowdrop Open 
Days, on 12 and 19 February, we 
will have our full offer, Visitors will 
enjoy the vistas of snowdrops in the 
Bosquet, in the front of the Gardens, 
the Glade and in the Walled Kitchen 
Garden. The Trust’s volunteers will 
provide hot and cold drinks, bacon/
cheese/hummus rolls, homemade 
soup, and homemade cakes. There 
will be a plant stall and snowdrops 

Jill Goldsmith
www.eastonlodge.co.uk

in the green for sale. Gates open at 
11.00, last entry 3.00pm, gates close 
at 4.00pm.

On Thursday Snowdrop Days, on 
16 and 23 February, the Gardens 
of neighbouring Warwick House are 
not open to visitors, but there is still 
lots of space for visitors and their 
well-behaved dogs on leads and lots 
of snowdrops of course! The Trust’s 
volunteers will provide hot and cold 
drinks and homemade cakes; and 
snowdrops in the green will be on 
sale. Gates open at 11.00, last entry 
2.00pm, gates close at 3.00pm.

For more information go to our 
website www.eastonlodge.co.uk. 
Tickets will be available in advance 
through Trybooking.com and any 
not sold in advance will be available 
on the Gate. Advance tickets will be 
refunded if the Trust has to cancel the 
Snowdrop day. 
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Renovation Service

Flooring Decking

Garden FurnitureTraditional Pole and Clear 
Span Frame marquees for 

any occasion

www.eclecticmarquees.co.uk
01279 655386
07548 704236

Feeling down? Depressed? Poor? 
Cold?....Join the club! So let me cheer 
you up.. You are living in the third 
(most expensive) top postcode in the 
UK for home sellers ... all good stuff if 
you wish to sell!

However it doesn’t help one bit if 
you can’t afford to put the central 
heating on, or turn on a heater, or 
use that expensive fan oven to cook 
your meals, all of which I am suffering 
along with most of you.

I write this with a stinking cold, 
which started a week or more ago 
and which refused to get better. All 
home remedies were useless. I had 
even decided to join an “elderly folks” 
keep fit class plus make my very first 
visit to a WI meeting, both of which I 
attended feeling rotten. So five days 
later I asked for medical help and was 
given an anti-biotic. Now this a new 
one on me, but this particular ‘cure’ 
tells you to stand to drink down the pill 
with a full glass of water and then sit 
(or stand) for the next two hours!

Four days later I no longer have a 
conventional cold, but have a lousy 
cough instead, which keeps me 
awake all night and has made me 
more bad tempered than ever!

My much loved puppy reached the 
tender age of one last week and, 
despite rude comments from hubby 
and my tidy friends, he is still the 
light of my life. His devotion to me is 
– almost – overwhelming... it was fine 
when he was a tiddler and weighed 

Rural Ramblings
Cherry Mardell

just a few kilos. Unfortunately now 
he has levelled at almost 14 kilos 
and, when he jumps up on my lap, he 
strikes areas of my body which react 
with pain! The knees come first, both 
the new knee and the other would-if-
I-had-more courage-one too. Then he 
hits the upper torso, which if I was still 
wearing some form of overcoat, would 
be bearable, but a sweater is no match 
for a hurtling tornado!

And nobody reminded me, as the 
summer sun shone down, just how 
ghastly it is now, in winter, when I 
have to find wellies, coat, hat and 
gloves and brave the elements with a 
dog intent on doing the four minute 
mile with his ageing owner!

So, have we got more excitement to 
come this winter?  Afraid so, yes. Our 
kitchen has to be repaired, and when 
I say repaired it should really read 
‘reconstructed’.

Having had our garden dug to a depth 
of 7 metres in the autumn, and a 
barrier placed in a trench that was 
formed, it is now possible, we are 
assured, to repair all the damage to 
our gently leaning kitchen.

Our temporary kitchen will be a mobile 
one, in the garden, and our back door, 
which has been our front door for 
centuries, will be out of bounds. I don’t 
how we will manage to get into our 
sun room – the whole area is said to be 
given over to the contractors!

And you think you have problems! 
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Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

VST 
PAINTING & 
DECORATING

Laurence Baldwin
laurence@vstdecorating.co.uk

01279 491 704 | 07989 968 278

Your resident decorator

Fully Insured

Your local service provider for all effluent and 
liquid waste removal including:

• Cesspits
• Septic tanks
• Klargesters and Bio disks

LTH Waste Removal
Effluent & Liquid Waste Removal

LTH provides a personal, professional and efficient 
service at a very competitive rate.

For a free quotation, and site visit if required, 
please call us on: 

01279 504638 
01371 873003

or email:
info@luxurytoilethire.co.uk

JORDAN OIL BURNER SERVICES
ESTABLISHED 1968

An independent oil boiler commissioning,
servicing & breakdown company

OFTEC Registered

All our vans carry a range of genuine boiler spares

81 Lingfield Road, Stevenage, Herts SG1 5SQ

Tel: 01438 355583 / Mob: 07831 364607

www.jordanoil.co.uk



3rd before 
Lent

5th Feb

2nd before 
Lent

12th Feb

Sunday next 
before Lent

19th Feb

Ash 
Wednesday

22nd Feb

Lent 1

26th Feb

St 
Andrew’s

Much 
Hadham

9:15am
Holy 

Communion 
for all the 

Church Family

Steve

9:15am
Holy 

Communion

Steve

9:15am
Holy 

Communion

Steve

8:00pm
Holy 

Communion 
& Imposition 

of Ashes

Steve

St 
Cecilia’s 

Little 
Hadham

11:15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

11:15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

St Mary’s 
Albury

11:15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

11:15am 
Holy 

Communion

Steve

St 
Thomas' 

Perry 
Green

8:00am
BCP Holy 

Communion
Michael

Parish Services February 2023
Benefice of: Little Hadham | Much Hadham | Albury

Sat 18th  4:30pm    Messy Church at St Andrew's Church

Wed 22nd 10:00am  Little Hadham Communion - Steve

All are welcome to join our services  

Other Services:


