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Advertisements in the 
Parish News

If you would like to advertise in 
our magazine, please contact the 
editor at: littlehadhampn@gmail.
com for more details.

The Parish News is funded and 
distributed freely by St Cecila's 
Church. We really appreciate the 
support of all our advertisers to 
help cover our overheads and 
keep the Parish News in print. So 
if you run a business or service 
and would like to invest in your 
local magazine and reach over 
500 homes each month with your 
product or service, we'd love to 
hear from you. We offer ads at 4 
different sizes and prices from a 
full page to an eighth of a page, 
with discounts for taking a year at a 
time. We can also insert flyers for 
a small fee. You can also make a 
donation to the magazine, contact 
the editor for details. 
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Happy new year! Whether you’re 
reading this issue before the new year 
or it’s already 2023, may I wish you a 
very happy new year.

In December, I introduced our 
Christmas theme ‘Follow the Star’.  
A few days into the new year comes 
a day that’s less well-known than 
Christmas called Epiphany. Epiphany 
is celebrated on 6 January, or the 
nearest Sunday, by many Christians. 
It’s when we recall the visit of the 
magi, or wise men, to Jesus. These 
were the people who followed the 
star, the star that guided them to 
Jesus, the star we sing about in the 
carol ‘We three kings.’ They were 
faithful in following where God led 
them and God still calls people to 
follow where he leads them today. I’ve 
sought to follow wherever God leads 
me for more than forty years now, 
ever since I made my first steps of 
Christian faith. Sometimes people ask 
me “What brought you here?” and the 
only honest answer I can give is that it 
was God’s leading. 

The idea that God can lead us might 
sound bizarre to some of us. We might 
ask: Could God really guide me? Does 
God care enough about me to guide 
me? How might God guide me?  The 
answer to the first two questions is 
yes. Yes, God really can guide us and 
yes, God loves us – that’s why Jesus 
came into the world. The answer to 
the third question will vary for each 
one of us. In my own experience, 

Prayer Chain

Within our congregations we have a 
network of people who will receive 
prayer requests. Whatever the 
problem, worry, anxiety or personal 
need, when received, it will be 
forwarded to the people on the 
chain who will pray immediately for 
each request for a period of time. 
All requests will be confidential.
Please ring anytime: 
Janet: 842 671
Karin: 771 532
Alice 504 781

Rector of the Parish:
Revd. Steve Bate
01279 842 609
muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com

Churchwarden:
Karin Green
01279 771 532
gouldburn.green@outlook.com

Editor:
Anne Wright
littlehadhampn@gmail.com

To find out more about the life of our 
Church, please visit our website: 
www.riverashchurches.org.uk

Editorial Deadline:

All articles for inclusion, sponsorship 
and copy and payment for advertising 
in the next issue must be received by 
the15th of the month. 

(BACS preferred, email the editor for 
details.)

Editor reserves the right to edit copy 
received and omit accompanying 
pictures where necessary.

View the Parish News Online including 
back issues: www.littlehadham.com

Letter from the Rectory
Revd. Steve Bate

Little Hadham Parish News

The magazine is written by 
many contributors who report 
for themselves or for a club or 
organisation they represent. The 
church and production team does not 
necessarily agree with the opinions 
aired in any article printed here. 
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God’s guidance 
comes in many 
different ways – 
often involving 
other people.

Some of 
us might 
recognise times when we felt that 
God had led us step-by-step on our 
journey with him. We might like to 
reflect on this and look into it further. 
Some of us may have been baptised 
in a Christening service some years 
ago. We might like to think about 
picking up again the Christian journey 
that began there. Some of us might 
like to weigh up whether this Christian 
journey is for us at all.

If you’d like to come and explore 
subjects like ‘How does God guide 
us?’, ‘How can I have faith?’, ‘Why 
and how do I pray?’ and more, 
you’re very welcome to join me for 
Alpha starting on 10 January. If 
you’re interested, give me a call on 
01279 842 609 or send an email to 
muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com. 

May God bless you in the new year 
and beyond.
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Carole Page
Little Hadham Parish Council

www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk

The Parish Council Meetings are in the Village Hall.  
clerklittlehadham@gmail.com or 07825 011975. 

Parish Council Meeting Dates:

7th Feb / 7th March / 4th April / 16th May / 6th June / 4th July / 5th 
Sept / 3rd Oct / 7th Nov / 5th Dec

Please note May meeting is not the 2nd Tuesday, as there is an election 
for the Parish Council which needs to be within 14 days from May 8th.

Agendas are posted on noticeboards and the Little Hadham Parish 
Council website.

Little Hadham would like to wish all residents a very Happy New Year 
and would encourage you to attend the Parish Council meeting. It is only 
by sharing your concerns we can make improvements in our village.

In the new year we are planning other improvements to our village and 
ask for volunteers to get involved with these projects. If you would like to 
help the community in this way, please contact the clerk.

Allotments
There are currently 2 vacant plots. We 
now have an allotment manager who 
is overseeing the day to day running 
of the allotment. 

Ridgeway Park Update 
There  was a resident meeting where 
the preference was to move forward 
for fruit trees, wildflowers, natural 
landscape play area. Working in two 
groups at either end of the ridgeway 
they will come back with a final 
recommendation for the PC.

New Benches 
Benches are now in and concreted. 
Albury one placed so you can 

put your feet on the paving. 
Considerable thanks to Cllr Mardell 
from the Chair and PC for his work 
on installing the benches.

War Memorial 
Replacement of chevrons and 
also HGV signs up Ford Hill. Both 
scheduled to be done. 

Pump Area 
Trial excavations to be carried out 
by Highways to enable a discussion 
regarding the renovation works to be 
carried out.

Footpath on A120 cut back
The last bit from the traffic lights up 
to church end will be done next year. 
The footpath in its entirety has been 
designated as a category 6 (highest 
category) to be resurfaced. 

Flooding area by Suffyldes Wood – 
to be monitored
Section of pavement by the traffic 
lights – This was in the bypass 
plan to make the footpath wider. 
Acknowledged it is a priority to get 
it done. 

Phase 2 bypass 
Traffic survey – monitoring devices 
to be attached to street furniture to 
monitor type of vehicle and average 
speed. Speeding is an issue coming 
down the hill. We can carry out our 
own survey. Speed and safety issues. 
Junction widening, school  etc. We 
need to think about what we want 
to see done. 

clerklittlehadham@gmail.com  
01920 870809 | 07825 011975

• Chiropractors
• Physiotherapy
• Osteopathy
•  Chiropody  

& Podiatry
• Sports Massage
• Acupuncture
• Hypnotherapy
• Nutritional Therapy
• GP Services
•  Yoga, Pilates & Tai Chi

01763 87 80 87 
www.attend2heath.co.uk 
27 High Street Buntingford SG9 9AB

£20  OFF
YOUR FIRST APPOINTMENT  WITH THIS ADVERT*

*Valid for Chiropractic, Osteopathy and Physiotherapy New Patients only.

A w a r d - w i n n i n g  C l i n i c

H O W E  G R E E N
H O U S E  S C H O O L

Independent Co-ed Prep School for 4 to 11 years  
and Little Oaks Nursery School for 2 to 4 years

www.howegreenhouseschool.co.uk 
01279 657706

Natalie Tyson, Professional Organiser
07725 218 016  hello@organisemehappy.com

www.organisemehappy.com      

YOUR LIFE MADE SIMPLE
Decluttering and organising wardrobes,  

playrooms, kitchens, moving home
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Bespoke ponds & water features

Fish ponds, wildlife ponds, swim ponds

Child safe streams & pondless waterfalls

Brook House, Albury
01279 771 084 | 07889 655 908
www.creativecascades.co.uk

enquiries@creativecascades.co.uk

website: www.atkinsarb.co.uk

email: office@atkinsarb.co.uk

Contact us for a quotation: 
07875 444 175 | 01279 294 044

Based at Wickham Hall CM23 1JG

Contact us for appointments  
or information 

Tel: Diana 07506 693 158
Email: dianastortpark@gmail.com

Web: stortfordpark.physio

STORTFORD PARK PHYSIOTHERAPY

Relaxing and Rebalancing Reflexology 
Treatments

Advanced Facial Reflexology
 

www.chloeburroughsreflexology.com
Phone: 07863346212

Email: 
Info@chloeburroughsreflexology.com

 
Treatment Room in Little Hadham

 

CHLOÉ BURROUGHS REFLEXOLOGY  
 

Come and experience the power of 
reflexology 

Serving:
Breakfast/Brunch

Lunch
Homemade Cakes

Barista Coffee
Smoothies

Iced Coffees

Bring this voucher
to receive 10% off
your first visit  

Your new coffee house in
Little Hadham 

Unit 13
Church End industrial Estate

SG11 2DY
07940920001

Work from home | Meet your friends 
Free wi-fi | Air conditioned | Dog Friendly 

Eat in | Takeaway
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There is no meeting in January but 
please remember to put the 21st 
February 2023 in your diary as the next 
meeting is our Ploughmans Lunch. 

Following on from our announcement 
that Karin is stepping down in March, 
we do need support from members to 
keep the club going so please contact 
me on 07904 150 595 if you can help.

If your garden is looking drab and 
you have space to create new ideas, 
then plan a winter colour surprise 
for next year. Plan now, plant in the 
spring and enjoy a rich palette of 
colours next winter. 

Plant a Witch Hazel (Hamamelis) for 
height and structure, add a bank of 
colourful Cornus stems behind and 
underplant with winter flowering 
Heather, glossy leaved Bergenia, 

Little Hadham Gardening Club
Anne Willett
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evergreen Helleborus, contrasting 
grasses such as Ophiopogon and 
finish with winter bulbs.

A splash of winter sunshine can 
also be created by planting some 
containers with winter flowering 
bulbs such as Eranthus hyemalis,  
Iris reticulata, early Narcissus, 
Galanthus and Cyclamen Coum. 
Mix with evergreen perennials 
such as Helleborus, Erica and 
evergreen grasses.

You can also help the bees through 
winter by adding some key winter 
plants that have open flowers with 
easy access to pollen and nectar. 
These include Clematis cirrhosa, 
Mahonia, Erica carnea, Eranthus 
hyemalis, Lonicera fragrantissima 
and Primula vulgaris.
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g r a p h i c  d e s i g n  

Branding & Logo Design
Leaflets, Posters, Brochures, Reports
Web Design & Social Media
Packaging
Adverts & Marketing
Copywriting & Typesetting

Hello! I’m a graphic designer based in the 
village. I specialise in helping small 

businesses reach their full potential and 
attract new audiences.

Follow me     thehumbleline to see my latest 
projects, design tips & more.

www.thehumbleline.com
anne@thehumbleline.com

Does your branding reflect your 
unique personality?

UNIT 1B, FOXHOLES AVENUE, HERTFORD SG13 7JG     
LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 1979  •  ALL WORK FULLY GUARANTEED 

•  DIGITAL FREEVIEW AERIAL INSTALLATIONS
•  EXTRA TV POINTS and SKY PLAYBACK
•  AERIAL REPAIRS and STORM DAMAGE
•  DAB/FM AERIALS and COMMUNAL TV SYSTEMS
•  FREESAT HD, SKY+HD and SKY Q
•  HIDDEN DISH SPECIALISTS and FOREIGN SATELLITE
•  PLASMA/LCD/LED TV, AUDIO and DVD REPAIRS
•  TV WALL INSTALLATIONS and HIDDEN CABLES
•  WIRELESS BURGLAR INTRUDER ALARM SYSTEMS
•  CCTV SYSTEMS IN FULL HD – WATCH ON YOUR TABLET OR  
    SMART PHONE ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD
•  WIFI ACCESS POINTS and DATA NETWORK DISTRIBUTION
•  SONOS and HOME CINEMA AUDIO SPECIALISTS
•  VIDEO DOOR ENTRY and INTERCOM SYSTEMS

    HERTFORD TV SERVICE
         Tel: 01992 552955   www.hertfordtvservice.co.uk    

MEMBER
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Little Hadham Village Hall News
Jan Williamson
With a frustrating and painful 
November/December due to my hip 
replacement, I am pleased to say 
that I hope to be back in harness 
come January all going well.  I would 
however like to thank Joan, Denise, 
Lynne, Carole and volunteers who 
gave their all to the busiest time of 
the year in my absence.  I am very 
humbled and very proud of you all. 
Thank you! 

A message from our Vice Chair 
In December’s issue of the Parish 
News, we announced that we were 
applying for grant funding to set up 
a Warm Space at the Village Hall.  
We are delighted to tell you, that 
with the generous support of Little 
Hadham Parish Council, Hertfordshire 
Community Foundation and The Much 
Hadham Health Centre, we have 
secured enough grant funding to set 
up and support this initiative, which 
will be listed on Hertfordshire County 
Councils’ Warm Space register.

To set up our warm space, we will 
need to carry out a comprehensive 
refurbishment of the meeting room 
to include blinds and new floor 
covering, make improvements to 
the area adjacent to the kitchen, 
install additional electric sockets and 
purchase a freezer.

What is a Warm Space and why 
have we chosen to engage with 
this initiative? Warm Space is a 
government initiative, that aims to 
provide warm and welcoming spaces, 
where people can go and enjoy a chat 

chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk 

and see a friendly face.  With the cost 
of living rising, we know some people 
are struggling with the cost of heating 
their homes.  Libraries are often 
identified as places that people can 
sit and keep warm within towns and 
cities, but such provision is not usually 
available within rural communities.  

Over the past couple of years, the 
Village Hall has focussed on providing 
wellbeing activities and services for 
the benefit of the local community. 
This Warm Space initiative gives us 
a further opportunity to increase 
provision, offer refreshments and 
allow more people to access activities 
separately funded, like the Digital 
Inclusion Workshop, every week on a 
Wednesday afternoon.

This Warm Space which we call Warm 
Welcome Café will cover its food 
costs from local donations and from 
those who come along.  Most of our 
community run events work on this 
donation system! We will have the 
usual tea/coffee and light bites but 
will also include a light lunch such as 
soup and a roll.  The Café will be open 
to everyone and anyone who wishes to 
drop-in or find a warm space to spend 
time on a Wednesday or Thursday 
between 10.00am to 2.00pm starting 
on Wednesday 11 January 2023.  
Times may be extended in February 
depending on demand.

Come along to socialise, sit and read, 
do a picture puzzle or simply join in 
and play a board game.  If you work 
from home, but would like a change 

If you would like to know more about anything mentioned in this article please 
phone me, Jan Williamson on: 01279 771 272 or email me: 
chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk

of scene, we can provide you with 
a space to set up your laptop with 
access to free WIFI.  Groups that 
operate monthly or weekly on these 
days, are included within the warm 
space initiative. If you currently join 
any activities on these days e.g. 
Community Breakfast, Forever Cycling 
etc, you will still need to book your 
place to attend, in same way that you 
do now.  We very much hope that you 
come along to our Warm Welcome 
Café, drop in for a chat or find out 
about all the other things that go on at 
the Village Hall during the year.  

We will be looking at setting up a 
volunteer rota to cover the kitchen. 
If this is of interest to you, please 
contact me to join our team of lovely 
volunteers. If you have any questions 
or queries relating to this, please 
do not hesitate to email using the 
address below. 

Joan McKinlay - vice-chair@
littlehadhamvillagehall.com

We would like to promote another 
Community Coffee Morning hosted 
by Social Prescribers to potentially 
take place on Monday 16th January 
at Weatherspoons in Stortford 
from 10:30am – 12:00. All details 
to be confirmed in due course and 
please look out for posters at the Hall.  
This will give you an idea of other 
community events taking place in 
Stortford and surrounding villages.

New groups
Are you aware that we now have 
Zumba in our village hall on Tuesday 
mornings 9.30 with Laura.

The community breakfast continued to 
run through November and December 
thanks to Carole Page who is the Clerk 
to our Parish Council.  She showed us 
that she has many talents one of which 
was to confidently cook breakfasts for 
its regular attendees without being 
phased.  Welcome aboard Carole we 
won’t let you go now!

Thank you to all our volunteers who 
graciously offer their time to help us 
keep the hall looking its best.  We 
couldn’t do it without you!

And lastly thank you to Harry who 
has cleared our leaves around the 
village hall for the past few weeks in 
his spare time.  He is on the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award Scheme and we are 
very grateful to him for volunteering 
his time in all weathers!

For up to date information please look 
at our external notice boards for new 
groups and events.

Happy New Year to you.
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WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
MONDAY'S
Mum's Matter (Mother & Baby Group)  10 - 11.30am  
Active Rhyme   1.30 - 2.15pm Lucy 07884 290 712 
    Suitable for 6- 18 months old
Badminton    7.30 – 9.30pm  Nigel English: nigelenglish8@gmail.com

TUESDAY'S
Zumba    9:30 - 10:30am  with Laura 

Brownies    5.45 - 7pm  Term Time Only

WEDNESDAY'S
Warm Welcome Cafe (from 11th Jan)10am - 2pm  No need to book just drop in and enjoy!

Digital Improvers drop in  2 - 3.30pm  Jan 01279 771 272
Fitsteps    6 - 7pm   Jacqui: 07731 454 228

THURSDAY'S
Warm Welcome Cafe (from 12th Jan)10am - 2pm  No need to book just drop in and enjoy! 

Olio food collection   9.30am  Tara and James - rear of VH collection

Adult Ballet    6 - 7pm  Hannah 07538 262 835

FRIDAY'S
Fancy Feet children's dance class 4 - 5.30pm Term Time Only  Hannah 07538 262 835

Indoor bowls    7.30 -10pm  except 2nd Friday

FORTNIGHTLY
Tuesday 10th & 24th  2 – 4pm  Turn up & Play Scrabble (£3 per session)  
      Annette: 07926 088 202

MONTHLY
12th   10 – 12 noon   Community Breakfast morning 01279 771 272

13th    7pm    Red Chair Cinema Club 
      redchaircinema@littlehadhamvillagehall.com

19th    10 am – 12 noon   Bereavement café

27th    9am - 1pm   Little City - roleplay for pre-schoolers

What’s On in January @ LH Village Hall
See website www.littlehadhamvillagehall.com for latest details NOTICEBOARD

COVER PHOTOS
We'd love to see your lovely winter photos to be 
considered for our front cover.

We have some very talented photography enthusiasts 
in the village so get your cameras at the ready and please send your 
beautiful winter photos of the village to me at:

littlehadhampn@gmail.com
Make sure they are hi-resolution, and have a relatively clear space top right or 
left hand side for the name of the magazine. :-)
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Been a busy time recording nature 
over the last 4 weeks. 

Firstly, I completed the report upon 
the Lepidoptera (butterfly and moths) 
species of Stocking Wood. In the 
report, I not only outline all species 
that have ever been recorded within 
the wood, but also highlight simple 
tasks that can be carried out to 
enhance the wood for all insect 
species as well as birds, flora and 
mammals. I now have a team of 14 
volunteers from local conservation 
groups that are happy to help me 
with these tasks. If anyone else 
would like to join us, let me know at 
jonoforgham@gmail.com

If you would like a copy of the report, I 
can send one via email.

A few birding trips to both Norfolk and 
Amwell reserve gave great views of 
some rarer birds, including Great white 
egret, Red breasted merganser, Great 
Northern diver and Slavonian grebe. 
Unfortunately, the light was so grey, 
photos were disappointingly poor.

At Amwell, a Coot swimming straight at 
me made for a pleasing reflective shot.

Moth wise, nothing to the garden trap 
but walks through both Millennium 
Wood and Stocking Wood after dark 
revealed there to be 100’s of Winter 
moth. Those in flight are all male as the 
female is flightless and resembles a 
large bug. She climbs a tree trunk and 
emits pheromones to attract the males.

Wishing all a Very Happy New Year.

Nature Observations
Jono Forgham jonoforgham@gmail.com

Goldfinch

Great Crested Grebe

Shore Larks in Norfolk

Great White Egret

Satllite Macro Moth feeding on a rose hip

Coot

Winter Moth

Redwing in the garden at first light

Scarce Umber
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**OOffff  eerr  vvaalliidd  ffoorr  ooppeenniinnggss  uupp  ttoo  22..4mm  wwiiddee  &&  iinncclluuddiinngg  22  rreemmoottee  ccoonnttrroollss,,  5555mmmm  wwhhiittee  ssllaattss,,  iinntteerrnnaall  mmaannuuaall  oovveerrrriiddee..

Garolla garage doors are expertly 
made to measure in our own UK 

factories, they’re strong and solidly 
built. The electric Garolla door rolls up 

vertically, taking up only 8 inches inside 
your garage, maximising valuable space. 

Our expert local installers will fi t your 
new door and they’ll take away the 

old one too, so there’s no mess.

Give us a call today and 
we’ll come and measure up 
completely FREE of charge.

From 

£895
for a fully 
fi tted electric 
garage door.

Gotta get a Garolla.
WHAT’S INCLUDED WITH EVERY DOOR:

• EXPERT MEASURING & FITTING

• 2 REMOTE CONTROLS

• ACOUSTIC & THERMAL INSULATION

• FREE DISPOSAL OF YOUR OLD DOOR

• AVAILABLE IN 21 COLOURS

CALL US TODAY ON:

01279 510 098 
MOBILE:

07537 149 128

RELIEVE INSOMNIA
PAIN MANAGEMENT
PREGNANCY

MUSCLE REPAIR
STRESS & ANXIETY RELIEF
MEDITATION

BENEFITS OF FLOATATION

Renovation Service

Flooring Decking

Garden FurnitureTraditional Pole and Clear 
Span Frame marquees for 

any occasion

www.eclecticmarquees.co.uk
01279 655386
07548 704236
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The wood looked marvellous in the mid 
December snow which fell just after I 
had spent the weekend working there. 

On the Saturday I coppiced three 
more hazels, following on from 
previous coppicing earlier in the 
week. These hazels will come back 
strong and straight and will require 
another coppice in about 7 years. In 
the meantime, light and rain will get 
to the ground previously sheltered by 
the boughs and this will encourage 
plant growth, which is perfect 
for invertebrate species, with any 
flowering plants benefiting bees, 
moths and butterflies.

On the Sunday myself and two helpers 
set about cutting back invasive 
Blackthorn near the fire pit. This is a 
tree that spreads quickly and, over 
the last twenty years has taken up a 
lot of the woodland floor. However, 
Bullfinches use this dense cover to 
roost in during winter and nest in 
Spring so not all will be removed.

A trip to the wood in the snow 
revealed the extent of mammal 
movement overnight. Rabbits had 

Millennium Wood Update
Jono Forgham jonoforgham@gmail.com

been everywhere, whilst also prints of 
several foxes, 2 badgers and a muntjac 
also showed there to be good use of 
the wood by these animals. As I plan 
to put in many wildflowers this coming 
spring, I am a little concerned about 
the rabbit numbers, but nothing can 
be done. However, the prints of a 
stoat was pleasing to find as it is a first 
record for the wood and a mammal 
that preys upon rabbits.

More work is planned for January so 
I am looking for volunteers to come 
along at 10am for a couple of hours 
on both Saturday 14th and Sunday 
15th. Do please bring along loppers, 
spades, forks, bowsaws and gloves 
as there is so much to achieve and I 
will not get it all done before the end 
of April without significant help. I do 
have tools if you don’t possess these. 
Contact me at jonoforgham@gmail 
if you can come along. I shall be most 
grateful and note, there are jobs for 
the whole family. 

Many thanks.

Coppicing near the pond (before) Coppicing near the pond (after)

Millennium Wood in November

Frost in Millennium Wood 11th December

Snow in Millennium Wood 12th December



SPELLBROOK
DRIVEWAYS & LANDSCAPES

www.spellbrookdriveways.co.uk

Fully Insured     All Work Guaranteed

Mobile: 07799 603 089 
Office: 01279 503 936 

E: spellbrookdriveways@gmail.com 
Westwoods, London Road, Spellbrook, Bishop’s Stortford 

Hertfordshire CM23 4AU

    What We Do:  
    BLOCK PAVING 
    TARMACADAM 
    RESIN BOUND 
    TAR & STONE 
    GRAVELLING 
    PATIOS 
    NATURAL STONE 
    FENCING 
    TURFING 
    WALLS 
    LANDSCAPING 
    STONE CLEANINGCopyright

Copyright

Our Village Nov 2020_Layout 1  19/10/2020  12:48  Page 6

Will Writing & Trusts
Lasting Power of 
Attorneys (LPA’s)
Probate 
Administration 
Inheritance Tax and 
Estate Planning

01920 747208 | emma@dqrwillsandprobate.co.uk
www.dqrwillsandprobate.co.uk

See my recent reviews on Facebook: @dqrwillsprobate 

Member of The Society 
of Will Writers

TRUSTED 
STANDON BASED 
WILL WRITER

Providing a professional, friendly service, 
I offer free advice and will guide you 

through your options.
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Winter Wonderland
At  the time of writing we have woken 
up to at least three inches of snow 
and the vineyard and orchard look like 
a winter wonderland.

The vineyard is in hibernation so 
this is the time of year when it is 
ideal to start pruning and carry out 
any maintenance such as  replacing 
poles and wires.  Unfortunately it 
is a tad cold at the moment and we 
will have to wait until there is a little 
improvement in the weather.

Heard It Through The Grapevine
Platon Loizou www.fouracresestate.co.uk

It is also the time of year for riddling 
the bottles, which is all part of the 
preparation to release the next batch 
of wine.  At the moment we are 
working on the 2019 Blanc de Blancs.

The most important thing is to thank 
all the people who have helped us 
during the harvests and throughout 
the year.  We hope you had a lovely 
Christmas and we wish everybody a 
Happy New Year.
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The Hundred 
Parishes Society
Ken McDonald

Within each of our hundred or so 
administrative parishes, the parish 
church is nearly always the most 
significant heritage feature. The 
majority of our Grade I-listed buildings 
are churches and each of them has 
fascinating architecture, memorials 
and memories. Today, I would like to 
focus on one particular aspect, the 
church clock. 
Firstly, I must report that only half of 
our parish churches have a clock. 
All listed buildings have a formal 
description, but the details for a listed 
church rarely mention the clock, albeit 
that it is often a distinctive element of 
the church’s appearance.
Most clocks are mounted on the 
church tower. Many churches have 
just one clock, some two or three. 
I have found only three churches 
with four clocks, one on each side of 
the tower: Newport, Radwinter and 
Steeple Bumpstead. 
The majority of clocks are round, but 
a few are lozenge or rhombus shaped, 
like Felsted and Great Waltham.
Most clocks have a solid face although 
a few, like those at Steeple Bumpstead, 
consist of metal framework and 
numerals through which the brick or 
flint wall can be seen. Solid faces are 
usually either blue or black. Numerals 
and the hour and minute hands are 
almost always golden. 
The hands generally point to Roman 
numerals (I, II, III, IV, etc – although 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk
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several have IIII instead of the usual 
IV). Widford breaks the mould with 
Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3, 4, etc). Great 
Canfield has just a single hand, 
pointing to the hour.
Some clocks are inscribed with a date 
and occasionally a royal cipher, for 
example Great Waltham celebrates 
Queen Victoria. 
Hatfield Broad Oak appears to display 
the oldest date locally, 1797, although 
the clock looks in pristine condition 
following recent conservation. 
I hope this brief insight will encourage 
you to take more notice of our humble 
church clocks.
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High quality creative 
education for children 

from 3-11
Emphasis on nurturing each 

child as an individual.
Care provision from 7.45am to 6.00pm 

including excellent all day nursery.

A positive active ethos that 
strives for excellent personal 
and academic development.

By far the best way to 
find out about a school 

is to visit it. 
Please phone us on 

01279 771285 to make 
an appointment.

 

 

Independent Family Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons 

DANIEL ROBINSON & SONS 
Est 1892 

Always here when you need us… 
 

• Arrangements in the comfort of your 
own home, if preferred 

• Private Chapels of Rest 
• Prepaid funeral planning services 
• Traditional & contemporary funerals to 

suit your wishes 

enquiries@drobinson.co.uk  ~  www.drobinson.co.uk 
 

79/81 South Street 
BISHOP’S STORTFORD 

01279 655477 

3 Bullfields 
SAWBRIDGEWORTH 

01279 722476 

And so we start a new year and look 
forward to what it might bring. Of 
course it will start with snowdrops and 
aconites, which in January should be 
showing but not flowering fully until 
February, when we will open our Gate 
to visitors again. Hopefully it will be a 
spectacular start to a good year, as we 
have spread the snowdrops to more 
parts of the Gardens and planted lots of 
aconite bulbs.  
After a wet November and cold 
December, we managed to collect the 
leaves for leafmold  and made a good 
start to our winter tree planting and 
pruning. In January we will be wrapped 
up well and hoping that the sun shines 
on our main volunteering days on 
Thursdays and Saturdays. Fortunately 
we will be doing some big physical 
jobs which will also help us keep warm, 
including moving barrowloads of mulch 
and manure and digging out unwanted 
shrubs that keep on taking over the 

Jill Goldsmith
www.eastonlodge.co.uk

edges of 
the Gardens. 
Another of our key tasks for January 
will be to advertise for more Trustees 
and more catering and gardening 
volunteers. We have a fantastic team 
and achieve a huge amount. To be able 
to look forward with confidence we 
would like to expand our team.  There 
is information about us and Trustee 
and volunteer roles on our website 
www.eastonlodge.co.uk. So, if you are 
looking for a new challenge for the new 
year, why not get in touch? 
I will also be updating our website, so 
you will be able to see What’s On at the 
Gardens through the coming season. 
We will be having some new themes 
and activities for our Sunday Open Days. 
Our visitors enjoy seeing and learning 
about local crafts and we have space for 
a variety of stalls, so do contact us if you 
are interested in a pitch.    



SierraHomeCare
Personal • Caring • Responsive

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

There's no place 
like home...

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

…to receive care and support 
to live your life, your way

Companionship
Home Help
Personal Care
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JORDAN OIL BURNER SERVICES
ESTABLISHED 1968

An independent oil boiler commissioning,
servicing & breakdown company

OFTEC Registered

All our vans carry a range of genuine boiler spares

81 Lingfield Road, Stevenage, Herts SG1 5SQ

Tel: 01438 355583 / Mob: 07831 364607

www.jordanoil.co.uk

 
All repair work undertaken 

24hr Roadside Recovery 

Aircon Servicing  

Body shop 

And more 

 

VST 
PAINTING & 
DECORATING

Laurence Baldwin
laurence@vstdecorating.co.uk

01279 491 704 | 07989 968 278

Your resident decorator

Fully Insured

Your local service provider for all effluent and 
liquid waste removal including:

• Cesspits
• Septic tanks
• Klargesters and Bio disks

LTH Waste Removal
Effluent & Liquid Waste Removal

LTH provides a personal, professional and efficient 
service at a very competitive rate.

For a free quotation, and site visit if required, 
please call us on: 

01279 504638 
01371 873003

or email:
info@luxurytoilethire.co.uk
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Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk

We stock a selection of more than 
200 wines from most French wine 
regions including Bordeaux, Loire 
Valley, a few international gems, 
Champagne & Cognac.  
Delivery to all UK addresses. 

info.wine.story@gmail.com 
2 Hadham Hall, Little Hadham, SG11 2AU
07921 770 691 |       thewinestoryclub

We have 6 bottle mixed 
cases starting at £58. Email 
us for full private catalogue 
or contact Thibault on the 
details below.

If you love life, then you’ll love 
The Wine Story Club

Your local independent Wine Merchant

www.thewinestoryclub.com

Free delivery to 
the Hadham’s 
& surrounding 
villages from 12 

bottles. 

New Year New Clients!
Advertise with us and reach over 
500 households every month, plus 
the opportunity to write an editorial 
piece for the magazine to introduce 
your business to our readers.

Email: littlehadhampn@gmail.com 
for details.



Christmas 2

1st Jan

Baptism of 
Christ

8th Jan

Epiphany 2

15th Jan

Epiphany 3

22nd Jan

Epiphany 4

29th Jan

St 
Andrew’s

Much 
Hadham

9:15am
Morning 

Prayer

Mark 
Stephens

9:15am
Holy 

Communion for 
all the Church 

Family

Steve

9:15am
Holy 

Communion

Steve

9:15am
Holy 

Communion

Steve

St 
Cecilia’s 

Little 
Hadham

11:15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

11:15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

St Mary’s 
Albury

11:15am 
Holy 

Communion

Steve

4:00pm
Benefice 

Evensong

Steve

St 
Thomas' 

Perry 
Green

8:00am
BCP Holy 

Communion
Michael

Parish Services January 2023
Benefice of: Little Hadham | Much Hadham | Albury

Sat 21st  4:30pm    Messy Church at St Andrew's Church

Wed 25th 10:00am  Little Hadham Communion - Steve

Sun 29th 9:30am   Short Said Communion at Much Hadham -  
     Steve

All are welcome to join our services  

Other Services:


