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Advertisements in the 
Parish News

If you would like to advertise in 
our magazine, please contact the 
editor at: littlehadhampn@gmail.
com for more details.

The Parish News is funded and 
distributed freely by St Cecila's 
Church. We really appreciate the 
support of all our advertisers to 
help cover our overheads and 
keep the Parish News in print. So 
if you run a business or service 
and would like to invest in your 
local magazine and reach over 
500 homes each month with your 
product or service, we'd love to 
hear from you. We offer ads at 4 
different sizes and prices from a 
full page to an eighth of a page, 
with discounts for taking a year at a 
time. We can also insert flyers for 
a small fee. You can also make a 
donation to the magazine, contact 
the editor for details. 
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without seeing the 
evidence for himself. 
Because of this he’s 
often referred to as 
‘Doubting Thomas’.

I’ve got a lot of respect for Thomas. 
He wasn’t gullible enough to believe 
anything anyone told him. A week 
later, Jesus appeared to all those other 
disciples and Thomas too. It was 
unmistakable. This was Jesus.  It really 
was him. The only thing Thomas could 
do was fall down and worship him, and 
exclaim “My Lord and my God!” Jesus 
asked Thomas “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet 
have come to believe.” That’s why John 
wrote his Gospel - so that those who 
hadn’t seen Jesus for themselves might 
also be able to say of Jesus “My Lord 
and my God!”

I will be running a confirmation course 
for younger people very soon. This 
will prepare them for the confirmation 
service when they will declare publicly 
their own belief and trust in Jesus 
Christ – their Lord and their God.

For adults, there is Alpha – a short 
course that provides an opportunity 
to explore the Christian faith. 
Some who take part go on to be 
baptized or confirmed. You can find 
more details on our website www.
riverashchurches.org.uk, or you 
can contact me on 01279 842609 or 
muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com. 

Every blessing,

Prayer Chain

Within our congregations we have a 
network of people who will receive 
prayer requests. Whatever the 
problem, worry, anxiety or personal 
need, when received, it will be 
forwarded to the people on the 
chain who will pray immediately for 
each request for a period of time. 
All requests will be confidential.
Please ring anytime: 
Janet: 842 671
Karin: 771 532
Alice 504 781

Rector of the Parish:
Revd. Steve Bate
01279 842 609
muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com

Churchwarden:
Karin Green
01279 771 532
gouldburn.green@outlook.com

Editor:
Anne Wright
littlehadhampn@gmail.com

To find out more about the life of our 
Church, please visit our website: 
www.riverashchurches.org.uk

Editorial Deadline:

All articles for inclusion, sponsorship 
and copy and payment for advertising 
in the next issue must be received by 
the15th of the month. 

(BACS preferred, email the editor for 
details.)

Editor reserves the right to edit copy 
received and omit accompanying 
pictures where necessary.

View the Parish News Online including 
back issues: www.littlehadham.com

Letter from the Rectory
Revd. Steve Bate

Little Hadham Parish News

The magazine is written by 
many contributors who report 
for themselves or for a club or 
organisation they represent. The 
church and production team does not 
necessarily agree with the opinions 
aired in any article printed here. 
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Sunday, 3 July is the day in our church’s 
calendar when we remember Thomas 
the Apostle. It’s after this St Thomas 
that our church in Perry Green, St 
Thomas’ Church, is named. Because 
St Thomas’ Day falls on a Sunday, 
there will be a special Patronal Festival 
service at St Thomas’, at 10 am, not the 
usual time of 8 am.  A Patronal Festival 
is a celebration of the patron saint of a 
church. All are welcome.

Thomas is someone who appears 
in all four gospels but it’s in John’s 
gospel that we get to know more 
about Thomas. He puts in his 
first appearance when, with great 
enthusiasm, he says “Let us also go, 
that we may die with him”. He assumed 
that he would be killed along with 
Jesus if he went back to Judea with 
him. Thomas was a truly loyal follower 
of Jesus - prepared to follow Jesus 
whatever the cost.

Later on, Thomas admits that he 
doesn’t understand what Jesus is 
talking about when Jesus says “You 
know the way to the place where I am 
going.”  Thomas says to Jesus “Lord, 
we don’t know where you are going, 
so how can we know the way?” Jesus 
responds with a remarkable statement 
of who he is and why he came: “I am 
the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except 
through me.” 

Then there’s the occasion when 
Thomas had missed out on meeting 
the risen Jesus. The other disciples 
exclaimed “We have seen the Lord!” 
But Thomas couldn’t believe it 
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Dr Paul Haimes Dr Mihaly Saary
Down at the Doctors Healthy Eating Recipe

Hello again! 

I’m back from sunny (?) Yorkshire, 
I hope you have all recovered from 
the Jubilee celebrations.

This month I would like to tell 
you about the new local NHS 
programme called “Lets Talk 
Menopause” (primarily for women 
of a certain age!) This will take 
place at Little Hadham Village 
Hall beginning in September 
and will involve a rolling 4-week 
programme providing important 
information and advice from 
qualified speakers, including 
symptoms of menopause, HRT, 
diet & exercise. All attendees will 
be able to speak with experts and 
there will also be a nurse available. 
For those who cannot attend, the 
sessions will be live streamed and 
recorded. For more information, 
please contact Claire on:  
07595 674 241

We now have a paramedic 
attached to the practice 
who is here on Mondays. 
He primarily does home visits 
to our housebound patients, 
taking bloods where necessary, 
and reports back to the GP’s. 
He is a great asset to the 
practice, and we have already 
had excellent feedback from 
patients and their relatives.

Finally, a plea from our nurses. 
Urine and stool samples will only 
be processed if they are in an 

www.muchhadhamhealthcentre.co.uk

acceptable receptacle (preferably 
in a bag) with a completed form. 
Otherwise, they will be rejected. 
Also, such samples need to be with 
us by 1pm to be analysed that day. 

Thank you.

FM02 
 

PRAWN RISOTTO  
Source: Family  

Serves 4  

 
 
 
 
1. Heat half the oil and fry 
onions on medium heat till soft. 

 
2. Add rice and cook for 2 
minutes, stirring continuously.  
 
3. Add water with 1 tsp salt and 
bring to boil. 
 
4. Simmer 40-45 minutes, 
adding more water if 
necessary. 

 
5. Heat the rest of the oil in a pan; add peppers and fry for 3 minutes.  
 
6. Add the garlic, almonds and prawns, fry further for 2 min or until 
the almonds are browned and all your prawns heated through.  
 
7. Add the cooked rice, stir through and season to taste. 
 

 
To Serve 

Transfer to a warm dish and sprinkle with parsley 

o Olive oil – 4 TBSP 

o Onion, chopped – 1 

o Brown rice (quick cook) – 250g  

o Water – 600ml 

o Salt and pepper 

o Red pepper, cored, peeled and chopped–1  

o Garlic, crushed – 1 clove 

o Flaked almonds – 50g 

o Frozen peeled prawns – 350g  

o Parsley, chopped – 1 TBSP  

 

Based at Wickham Hall  CM23 1JG

Contact us for appointments  
or information 

Tel: Diana  07506693158
Email: dianastortpark@gmail.com

Web: stortfordpark.physio

STORTFORD PARK      PHYSIOTHERAPY
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Our meeting in July will be a visit 
to Anne & Dave Willett’s garden 
on Saturday 9th July at 2.30pm. 
Admission is £3 with donations for 
tea/coffee and homemade cake. All 
proceeds will go to the Little Hadham 
Village Hall Refurbishment Fund.

Non-members welcome. For catering 
purposes, please phone Anne on 
01279 771 564 or 07904 150 595 to 
book your place.

July is a month of lazy afternoons in the 
sunshine pottering around the garden 
keeping things tip top for maximum 
enjoyment. Days of dead-heading, 
feeding, weeding and watering always 
pays dividends when you can put your 
feet up and take in the beauty around 
you. Take some time to really enjoy 
your garden space. It has never been 
more important.

Little Hadham 
Gardening Club
Anne Willett
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Tara Murphy & James Conway

Hi to fellow Olio-ers.
As you may already know, we still have 
our slot in the Little Hadham Village Hall 
on a Thursday morning at 9.30am. It 
does get very busy and we recommend 
that you get there on time. We now have 
up to 8 tables of food waste normally 
available, varying from fresh fruit and 
vegetables to ready meals and bread/ 
pastry items.
We have now expanded to include 
another slot, that also ties in with the 
Village Hall trying to cross fertilise all 
parts of village life. We have now tied in 
with the Mum's Matter (Mother & Baby 
group) on a Monday morning. That slot 
is open to the public from 11am.

We love to hear your gardening queries, if 
you have any questions about your garden 
or plants please email them to us at: 
littlehadhampn@gmail.com 
and Anne will get back to you. 

We have had occasional last minute/ 
cover collections on other days, 
check on our Whatsapp group (please 
contact Jan or Tara to join it). One we 
did coincide with the garden club's 
new plants sale in the Village Hall and 
introduced more people to our fight to 
reduce food waste.
There is always something happening 
at the village hall and when we do have 
any left over items, clubs and groups are 
very happy to help reduce food waste by 
taking a few things home, we thank you 
all for that too!
Some of our food highlights this month 
have been bananas & leeks as well as 
our usual breads and sweet treats!
We hope to see you all on our collection 
days at the Little Hadham Village Hall.
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Little Hadham Over 60's Afternoon Tea
Wendy Forgham wendyforgham@hotmail.com

T: 01279 776 112 | M: 07817 633 713 | E: wendyforgham@hotmail.com

What a cake filled month May turned out 
to be!
My long-standing friend and cake fiend, 
Shirlie (a new mum and pen pal in the days 
long before social media) who I hadn’t seen 
for over 10 years had travelled from the 
small village of Tisbury in Wiltshire to share 
my birthday (and cake) with me.
The celebrations began with  a trip to 
the Beatrix Potter exhibition at the V&A, 
enormous quantities of cake from the 
Hummingbird Bakery and an overnight 
stay in a Knightsbridge hotel.
Day 2 started with a wander through the 
prestigious Eaton Place and a sightseeing 
tour around central London on Bridgit’s 
Bakery double decker bus which included 
an amazing vegan Afternoon Tea with the 
most delicious cakes, pastries, and scones.
Back home on day 3 and a wander around 
the wonderful Henry Moore Foundation 
was a must, which meant we really did 
have to sample the tea and scrummy cake 
produced by the Rosie Lea Cafe.
Day 4 really required a spot of retail 
therapy, lunch (no cake) in town and a tour 
of the local churches and cemeteries (one 
of Shirl’s other passions besides cake)
Day 5 (my actual Birthday) and I waved 
Shirlie off just in time to share a few drinks 
in the garden with good friends. 
Day 6 and I was kidnapped by my 
daughters for a surprise visit to the Mad 
Dogs & Englishmen Restaurant for an 
amazing Mary Poppins themed...yes, 
afternoon tea! Carpet bags, umbrellas, 
chimney sweeps, cocktails and cake, 
cake, cake and even a chocolate spoonful 
of sugar!

However, the months celebrations were 
not over yet. 
Fast forward three days and Jono and I are 
dressed in our finery and making our way 
to London clutching two invitations to the 
ultimate of afternoon teas!
Jono’s award for his environmental work 
in the community and my Hertfordshire 
Hero’s award which I received during 
lockdown had gained us entry to the 
magnificent gardens of Buckingham 
Palace for the Royal Garden Party. 
Despite a brief downpour during Prince 
William’s and Catherine’s walk about, it 
was a wonderful experience, particularly 
with the Platinum Jubilee celebrations 
on the way, 
I am now well and truly caked out but 
hope that I have managed to pick up a 
few pointers for our next Afternoon Tea in 
Little Hadham Village Hall on Thursday 
28th July 2 till 4 pm.
Please contact me on the details below to 
secure your table. I look forward to seeing 
you then.
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High quality creative 
education for children 

from 3-11
Emphasis on nurturing each 

child as an individual.
Care provision from 7.45am to 6.00pm 

including excellent all day nursery.

A positive active ethos that 
strives for excellent personal 
and academic development.

By far the best way to 
find out about a school 

is to visit it. 
Please phone us on 

01279 771285 to make 
an appointment.

Renovation Service

Flooring Decking

Garden Furniture

Traditional Pole and Clear 
Span Frame marquees for 

any occasion

www.eclecticmarquees.co.uk
01279 655386
07548 704236

Millennium Wood Update
Jono Forgham
June and July are months when I leave 
the wood to its own devices, just cutting 
back any branches that hang over 
pathways and maybe strim the grass 
paths to keep them clear. The rest, I just 
like to watch it develop.

Many wild flowers have been introduced 
over the last few years and I was most 
pleased to see Ragged robin in flower 
earlier this month. Plenty of Ox-eye daisies 
in flower, Yellow iris and Red campion, but 
much more to come in July and August. 
Well worth a wander along the paths to 
see what is flowering.

With the increase in pollen and nectar 
bearing flowers, comes an increase in 
insect life. A few sweep net surveys of 
nettles and thistles recently have given up 
over 15 new species for the wood, proving 
the old adage: “if you supply the habitat, 
the creatures will find it.”

Two insects in particular were good to 
discover. A hoverfly, Rhingia rostrata 
is not a common beast whilst a micro 
moth Ptychloma lecheana was new for 
my parish records. A wasp beetle was 
also a new discovery, so, pleasing finds, 
indeed. The hoverfly (two were recorded) 
were both female, so fingers crossed 
there were males also present. These 
were found nectaring upon the iris by 
the pond. Another hoverfly species, 
Ferdinadea cuprea was also new. This 
however, to be expected.

In the middle of the month an ex-pupil 
of mine hired the wood for his partner’s 
birthday party. Everything was tidied 
away immaculately and Nick made a 
very generous donation of £200 to the 
Friends of Millennium Wood account, so 
now will be the time to replace and add 
to the furniture in the wood, particularly 

jonoforgham@gmail.com

around the pond area. Please email me at: 
jonoforgham@gmail.com if you would 
like to hold an event in the wood and make 
a donation to our funds. We can supply 2 
marquees as well.
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g r a p h i c  d e s i g n  

Branding & Logo Design
Leaflets, Posters, Brochures, Reports
Web Design & Social Media
Packaging
Adverts & Marketing
Copywriting & Typesetting

Hello! I’m a graphic designer based in the 
village. I specialise in helping small 

businesses reach their full potential and 
attract new audiences.

Follow me     thehumbleline to see my latest 
projects, design tips & more.

www.thehumbleline.com
anne@thehumbleline.com

Does your branding reflect your 
unique personality?
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Our bowls season is more or less 
back on track after 2 seasons 
dominated by covid restrictions.  
Covid has certainly changed some 
long standing habits in all walks of life 
and the bowls world is no exception.

Traditionally weekend afternoon 
friendly matches would be followed 
by a light meal, evening league 
matches by a reasonable substantial 
buffet and Seniors afternoon 
matches by a cooked meal. All that 
has changed and we now sit down 
with a drink and some nibbles after 
all these matches. Fortunately the 
ambience and after-match chatter 
has not suffered so it is probable the 
old order will never return.

Sad to tell that North Weald Bowls 
Club have now closed. They started 
life in the WW2 era but have been 
struggling with falling numbers 
for some time. The combination 
of that exacerbated by covid, the 
large amount of funding needed to 
repair their long approach lane and 
2 serious incidents of vandalism 
became too much. A real shame, they 
were a good bunch and we always 
enjoyed our visit although some of 
their rinks were challenging. I guess 
the world moves on and even MH 
Bowling Club is testing the water 
with diversification into croquet. This 
should be a good fit if we can make 
the financial numbers work.

Meanwhile, back at the ranch, our 
performances in our various matches 
is patchy to say the least. In the ladies 

Talking Bowls...or Something
Jack

friendly league, we have lost 2 and 
won 1 although it must be said their 
scores are improving. The Men's 
evening league is not faring any 
better but the old codgers in the 
Seniors league are fighting hard. 
Currently 4th in the table, after a 
great 6 - 2 win over the top of the 
table Saffron Walden but could not 
quite conquer second in the table 
Sawbridgeworth going down 3 
points to 5. Still time to catch them 
on the return leg.

Weekend friendly matches are very 
sociable affairs and a good place for 
new bowlers to learn the skills. Our 
latest recruit joined on Wednesday 
and played in a team against Epping 
on the Saturday. The match was only 
his third time on the Green but he 
shone and helped bring home a win 
for his team. Overall Much Hadham 
won by 5 points.

We would still like to see a few new 
faces so if you fancy giving the 
sport/pastime a try, pop along to our 
‘open’ evenings every Wednesday 
from 6 pm.

Following a successful Open Day on the 20th June, the Green will now 
be available for croquet on Wednesday afternoons and all day at the 

weekends - Saturday or Sunday (depending which day there is no bowls 
match) during July.

There will be coaching available on certain dates still to be finalised

Cost is £5 pp 

To book a space on the green with or without coaching, please phone 
Shirley 01279 842637 or email shirley.howlett@btinternet.com

CROQUET at Much Hadham Bowling Club

 

 

Independent Family Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons 

DANIEL ROBINSON & SONS 
Est 1892 

Always here when you need us… 
 

• Arrangements in the comfort of your 
own home, if preferred 

• Private Chapels of Rest 
• Prepaid funeral planning services 
• Traditional & contemporary funerals to 

suit your wishes 

enquiries@drobinson.co.uk  ~  www.drobinson.co.uk 
 

79/81 South Street 
BISHOP’S STORTFORD 

01279 655477 

3 Bullfields 
SAWBRIDGEWORTH 

01279 722476 
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Little Hadham Village Hall News
Jan Williamson
Thank you to all who decorated our 
Village Hall for the month of June to 
celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee.  We 
decided to make the event a month 
long celebration for all our groups 
to enjoy and celebrate in their own 
style.  Our Community breakfast 
was enjoyed by all ages including 
our youngest member of 6 months. 
It was an amazing morning with 54 
guests and 8 volunteers who enjoyed 
a real royal breakfast.  We had the 
cinema screen in the background 
showing footage of the past few days 
of jubilee pageantry which rounded 
off the whole event.  Thank you to all 
the volunteers who worked so hard to 
ensure everyone was looked after.  

We finished the week off with our film 
club showing The King’s Speech in 
royal style and pink prosecco.  The 
month is not yet over and hopefully 
other groups will take advantage of 
the decorated hall.

Food waste still comes in thick and 
fast each week and I can’t believe 
how quickly the food is claimed by 
people.  What used to take an hour 
to distribute now takes 5 minutes! 
Collections can be unpredictable so 
we use a what’s app group to alert 
people of food when we know it is 
coming in. The food used to come in 
on Thursday’s from Olio but can now 
come in on Monday’s and Saturday’s 
from Marks and Spencers but has 
also been known to come in on a 
Tuesday.  Tara and James have been 
fantastic in their dedication to the 

chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk 

community in preventing food waste 
destined to go into landfill. 

It’s back:

Forever Cycling East Herts – 
Wednesday’s virtual cycling tours 
12.30 1.30 on 13th and 27th July 
then 10th and 24th August to book 
contact Adam on 07538 706560

To come

Let’s talk Menopause – 
A new local NHS initiative from 
August/September on Tuesday 
evening (time to be confirmed) at 
Little Hadham Village Hall.  This 
will be a rolling 4 week programme, 
providing key information and advice 
from qualified speakers about HRT, 
managing symptoms, nutrition & 
exercise. Full details will be provided 
in next month’s newsletter.

Next fundraising event is our Quiz 
Night on July 2nd @ 7 – 10.30 pm 
ticket price £15 which includes a 
ploughman’s supper and quiz prizes. 
There is a licenced bar so please 
do not bring your own as this is not 
permitted under our licence!  If you 
would like to buy your tickets online 
www.littlehadhamvillagehall.com  
Look under Events and Activities 
or contact Dave Willett – Email: 
dw1289@outlook.com 

Teams of 6-8 or we can join you to 
other small groups who would like 
to make a team. All proceeds will go 
towards our refurbishment fund.

Finally coming to the hall is:

Little City - Role play adventure 
for kids up to 6
Does your toddler or pre-schooler 
love to role play?  Do they pretend 
play being a fire fighter, policeman or 
hairdresser?  If so, come and try out 
a purpose designed little city where 
they can be a shop keeper, run their 
own café and be a superhero all in just 
one hour. For more information email 
Leanne@littlecityuk.com or call 
07767 687 784. 

The date for July is 19th and the 
session is 10 – 11.15am. 

1 Adult & 1 Child £7.75, 
1 Adult & 2 Children £15.50,  
1 Adult & 3 Children £20,  
Extra Adult £4

If you would like to know more about anything mentioned in this article please 
phone me, Jan Williamson on: 01279 771 272 or email me: 
chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk

Our youngest attendee at the Jubilee Breakfast

We are planning to do some DIY work 
on the Village Hall in August so if you 
have any spare time and would like to 
join our work party please contact me, 
on the details below:

Farmers Market
9.00 -11.30 am, every last 

Saturday of the month

Stalls include; meat, fish, veg, 
fruit, eggs, bread, cakes & 

pastries, coffee, honey, wine, 
cheese & artisan crafts. 

NEW: very popular breakfast 
menu, selling locally sourced 
freshly cooked food supplied 

by the stall holders.  
All profits go to our school. 
For more information, or if you 

are interested in becoming a stall 
holder, please find us on Facebook, 

Instagram, or our website: Little 
Hadham Farmers Market | 
LHadhamFarmersMarket
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WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
MONDAY'S
Mum's Matter (Mother & Baby Group) 10 -11.30am  
Adult Tap Class    12.30 - 1.15pm Term time only  Hannah 07538 262 835
Badminton    7.30 – 9.30pm  Nigel English: nigelenglish8@gmail.com

TUESDAY'S
Brownies    5.45 – 7.15pm  Term time only

WEDNESDAY'S
Digital Improvers drop in   2 – 3.30pm  Jan: 01279 771 272
Fitsteps     6-7pm   Jacqui: 07731 454 228
Judo     7.30 – 9pm  David: 07931 646 860 

THURSDAY'S
Olio food collection   9.30 – 10am  Tara and James - kitchen collection
Adult Barre Ballet   6 – 7pm   Term time only Hannah 07538 262 835

FRIDAY'S
Fancy Feet (children's dance)  4 -5.30pm  Term time only Hannah 07538 262 835
Indoor bowls    8 -10pm  Except for 2nd Friday in the month

FORTNIGHTLY
Tuesday 12th & 26th   2 – 4pm  Turn up & Play Scrabble (£3 per session)  
      Annette: 07926 088 202
Tuesday 5th & 19th   2 – 4pm  Art from the start (Peter Temple)

Wednesday 13th & 27th  12.30 - 1.30pm Virtual Cycle Studio: (Adam: 07538 706 560)

MONTHLY
5th    7.30pm   Parish Council in the Main Hall

8th   7pm  Red Chair Cinema Club Film Night:    
     redchaircinema@littlehadhamvillagehall.com

14th    10-12noon  Community Breakfast Morning 01279 771272

21st   10-12noon  Bereavement Café (rear of hall) Jan 771272

21st   12.30 – 2pm Third Thursday Lunch, Karin Green 771532

28th   2 - 4pm  Little Hadham Afternoon Tea:  
     wendyforgham@hotmail.com 

What’s On in July @ LH Village Hall NOTICEBOARD

Third Thursday Lunch

Join us for the Third Thursday 

Lunch on 21st July, at 12.30 in the 
Village Hall. 

Soup, Roll, Cheese, Biscuits, Tea, 

Coffee and brilliant company. 

No need to book. Look forward to 

seeing you there.

Jubilee Crochet Wizard!
Huge thanks to whoever so very kindly 
crocheted the beautiful Queen Elizabeth 
& Prince Philip, standing on their flower 
covered lawn and fitting it to the top of 
the Cradle End & Green Street letter box. 
(Featured on this month's cover) It has 
been an absolute delight to be able to 
say a quick word and give a little curtsy 
when walking 
with my dog. I 
know that many 
people have 
appreciated it. 
Thank you.’

- Ennis  
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See website www.littlehadhamvillageahall.com for latest details
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June began with a trip to Weeting Heath 
and Lakenheath on the Norfolk/Suffolk 
border. Plenty recorded including a 
pair of Stone curlew at Weeting and 3 
Common cranes high over Lakenheath. 
A roadside sighting of a Barn owl en-
route was pleasing too.

Closer to home I have been monitoring 
the emergence of dragon and 
damselfies at Stansted Airport Lagoons. 
Their season is only just beginning 
but good numbers of 4 Spot Chaser 
dragonflies whilst in the meadows, 
both Bee Orchid and Common Spotted 
Orchid are doing well.

On a hot day in the middle of the month 
I received permission to check all the 
long grass/rough areas of AVGC. Here, 
more Bee Orchids along with some 
good insects, including my first Rose 
Chafer of the year.

However, the highlight of the month 
was going in search of an extremely 
rare micro moth, just 4.5mm long. 
Only known from one site, virtually 
1 plant, in the whole county. After a 
search eventually found the plant, Wild 
liquorice (Astragalus glycyphyllos.) 
A long search of each of the 6 plants 
present gave up two sightings of 
the moth Grapholita pallifrontana, a 
splendidly marked moth. Good to know 
it is still present. The land owner, who is 
aware of its presence will not be doing 
any hedge flailing or verge cutting here, 
as he hasn’t since it was first discovered 
in 2007. 

At home, the garden trap continues to 
give moths in increasing number with 
examples of both Privet and Elephant 
hawkmoth trapped by mid June. 

Nature Observations
Jono Forgham jonoforgham@gmail.com
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The Hundred 
Parishes Society
Ken McDonald

There are thousands of village halls 
in England, owned and run by local 
councils, churches or independent 
trustees for the benefit of local 
communities. The Hundred Parishes 
has its share, with a great variety of 
buildings and history.

Probably the oldest is in Hunsdon: 
it dates from the 15th century and 
was once a school. Barley’s 16th-
century building - once a guildhall 
- still looks ancient, while Westmill 
has a converted 17th-century barn. 
Ashdon claims to have the only local 
thatched village hall: that element of 
the building, once a house, dates from 
the 17th century. Radwinter’s hall is 
part of village redevelopment in the 
arts-and-crafts style after a disastrous 
fire in 1874.

Many purpose-built village halls 
appeared after the First World War, 
funded either by public subscription 
or a generous benefactor and often 
built as a lasting memorial to those 
who died in the conflict. Ugley’s hall 
was built in 1920, funded largely 
by the local Tennant family, while 
Blackmore End in Wethersfield 
benefited from the generosity of 
Samuel Courtauld. 

Several halls have been converted 
from their original use: Wethersfield 
has a second village hall, part of what 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk

was once a brewery. Little Chesterford, 
Hempstead and Stocking Pelham 
have found new life for their old 
schools, while Chrishall and Stebbing 
re-purposed former churches. 
Hildersham’s village hall started life as 
a First World War army surgical ward 
and was brought from Cambridge.

Our village halls are greatly valued 
and used by all manner of community 
groups for meetings, sport and 
exercise, pre-school activities, cultural 
performances, quizzes, exhibitions, 
farmers markets and so on. We see 
new village halls appearing quite 
regularly, for example at Great 
Hormead in 2015 and Duxford in 
2020. Some are now referred to as 
“community centres” but we all know 
what they mean!

Hunsdon Village Hall Barley Village Hall

Westmill Village Hall

Ugley Village Hall

Little Chesterford Village Hall Duxford Community Centre

Blackmore End Village Hall, Wethersfield Parish

Radwinter Village Hall

Natalie Tyson, Professional Organiser
07725 218 016  hello@organisemehappy.com

www.organisemehappy.com      

YOUR LIFE MADE SIMPLE
Decluttering and organising wardrobes,  

playrooms, kitchens, moving home

Natalie Tyson, Professional Organiser
07725 218 016  hello@organisemehappy.com

www.organisemehappy.com      

YOUR LIFE MADE SIMPLE
Decluttering and organising wardrobes,  

playrooms, kitchens, moving home

Natalie Tyson, Professional Organiser
07725 218 016  hello@organisemehappy.com

www.organisemehappy.com      

YOUR LIFE MADE SIMPLE
Decluttering and organising wardrobes,  

playrooms, kitchens, moving home
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The Results Of The Spring Frost
The 30th of April frost had a devastating 
effect on this year’s potential harvest. It 
burnt the young shoots and we are now 
in a situation that the vines are growing 
but there are very few bunches of 
grapes developing. We normally expect 
over 40 bunches per vine on a really 
good season, this year we have less 
than a handful . We really need to put 
together a plan for next year. 

This is the beauty of having a small 
vineyard. Whatever happens you are 
always planning the next year. It gives 
us something to think about.

Heard It Through The Grapevine
Platon Loizou www.fouracresestate.co.uk

The Apple Orchard
Establishing the bee hives in the apple 
orchard was definitely one of our better 
ideas. The bees loved the apple blossom 
and the apple honey is just amazing. The 
trees are laden with apples and we are 
going to need lots of families to harvest 
the apples and press them. Lunch will be 
provided. If you are interested to bring 
your children up to the apple orchard to 
help with the harvest don’t hesitate to 
send me an e-mail. 

The daily maintenance in both the 
vineyard and the Apple Orchard 
continues, let’s hope for a hot summer. 
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RELIEVE INSOMNIA
PAIN MANAGEMENT
PREGNANCY

MUSCLE REPAIR
STRESS & ANXIETY RELIEF
MEDITATION

BENEFITS OF FLOATATION

We Need Your Views! 
The Museum has recently acquired 
planning permission to build a new 
artefact store in a secluded area of the 
garden. We want to take better care of 
our ever-growing collections, improve 
access to them and explore their histories 
through community activities. 
Before we seek grants to help fund 
this exciting project, we would like to 
hear the views of local people and the 
wider public to ensure that the Museum 
remains a significant and interesting part 
of The Hadhams.
Please complete our short survey, by 
answering 5 questions you could win a 
fab prize hamper full of goodies from local 
businesses! You can find it at: www.bit.
ly/MusSurvey or there are printed forms 
available at the museum.
The survey closes on the 31st July, the 
prize draw will take place on 1st August, 
so don’t delay!

Museum News
Our Duke of Edinburgh Volunteer, Will 
Jeffries, is currently creating a new 
interactive display in the Shoeing Room 
Gallery at the museum. He hopes to 
complete it in time for the summer 
holidays, so be sure to pop in and see it.

Cristina Harrison
hadham.museum@btinternet.com

Jubilee Jigsaws!
24 children came to the museum over the 
Jubilee holiday to make their own jigsaws. 
We were particularly impressed with 
the complex designs, including this one 
(pictured) made by Jeshua. We think it will 
be super tricky to put back together!

Coming up
Busy Week is back! We have 3 pottery 
painting workshops booked at the 
museum. This year, it’s all about the 
dragons! Be sure to book your place at 
www.busyweek.co.uk

hadham.museum@btinternet.com | 01279 843301 | 07483 113345 

        www.hadhammuseum.org.uk  @HadhamMuseum

website: www.atkinsarb.co.uk

email: office@atkinsarb.co.uk

Contact us for a quotation: 
07875 444 175 | 01279 294 044

Bespoke ponds & water features

Fish ponds, wildlife ponds, swim ponds

Child safe streams & pondless waterfalls

Brook House, Albury
01279 771 084 | 07889 655 908
www.creativecascades.co.uk

enquiries@creativecascades.co.uk
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On 2 June our Chairman’s great-niece 
and nephew did the honours and 
unveiled the Queen’s Green Canopy 
plaque for our Taxodium distichum 
and we raised a (very small) glass of 
the first Easton Countess cider ever 
produced to toast the Queen. We hope 
it will all be bottled in time for our 
Apple Day on 25th September. 

And what a lovely bank holiday it was 
for us and the members of the public 
who chose to come to the Gardens 
on that day. The sun was shining and 
the dragonflies and damselflies were 
darting around the Italian garden. The 
walled kitchen garden was buzzing 
and visitors could see the veg and 
fruit developing nicely. Hopefully the 
early June rains will mean that by July 
we will have harvested potatoes and 

Jill Goldsmith
www.eastonlodge.co.uk

onions and will be regularly cropping 
chard, spinach, beans, courgettes and 
beetroot for sale. 

Our 17 July Open Day is always 
a fascinating day for our visitors, 
when we take time to remember the 
area in the run up to World War I, as 
fictionalised in Mr Britling Sees it 
Through, by HG Wells, from his home 
in Little Easton; and the airmen and 
women based at the Great Dunmow 
Airfield next to the Gardens. 

Our archivists put together a special 
exhibition for the day and we are 
joined by others displaying historical 
information and artefacts. Perfect 
Vintage duo get us all singing the 
classic 1940s songs we all know and 
love; and children enjoy the special 
trail and other activities. Our Daisy’s 
team will provide our usual fayre of 
local bacon rolls, hummus or cheese 
rolls and homemade cakes. 

Tickets are available in advance 
through our website www.
eastonlodge.co.uk or on the Gate 
after 12.00. 

We are also open to visitors on 
Thursdays through July from 11.00 to 
3.00, with drinks and cake available 
to visitors up to 2.30pm. This year 
many visitors on Thursdays have taken 
the opportunity to quiz our volunteers 
on what they are up to – keeping us all 
on our toes!

 
All repair work undertaken 

24hr Roadside Recovery 

Aircon Servicing  

Body shop 

And more 

 

**OOffff  eerr  vvaalliidd  ffoorr  ooppeenniinnggss  uupp  ttoo  22..4mm  wwiiddee  &&  iinncclluuddiinngg  22  rreemmoottee  ccoonnttrroollss,,  5555mmmm  wwhhiittee  ssllaattss,,  iinntteerrnnaall  mmaannuuaall  oovveerrrriiddee..

Garolla garage doors are expertly 
made to measure in our own UK 

factories, they’re strong and solidly 
built. The electric Garolla door rolls up 

vertically, taking up only 8 inches inside 
your garage, maximising valuable space. 

Our expert local installers will fi t your 
new door and they’ll take away the 

old one too, so there’s no mess.

Give us a call today and 
we’ll come and measure up 
completely FREE of charge.

From 

£895
for a fully 
fi tted electric 
garage door.
WAS £1,354 INCLUDING VAT.

Gotta get a Garolla.
WHAT’S INCLUDED WITH EVERY DOOR:

• EXPERT MEASURING & FITTING

• 2 REMOTE CONTROLS

• ACOUSTIC & THERMAL INSULATION

• FREE DISPOSAL OF YOUR OLD DOOR

• AVAILABLE IN 21 COLOURS

CALL US TODAY ON:

01279 510 098 
MOBILE:

07537 149 128



SierraHomeCare
Personal • Caring • Responsive

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

There's no place 
like home...

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

…to receive care and support 
to live your life, your way

Companionship
Home Help
Personal Care
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WWOOOODD  
BBRRIIQQUUEETTTTEESS  

HHiigghh  bbuurrnn  tteemmppeerraattuurreess,,  
SSaaffee  ffoorr  wwoooodd  bbuurrnneerrss,,  
VVeerryy  llooww  aasshh  ccoonntteenntt,,  

CClleeaann  ttoo  hhaannddllee..  

££33..5500  ppeerr  1100kkgg  bbaagg  
ccooll lleecctteedd  ffrroomm  FFuurrnneeuuxx  
PPeellhhaamm  oorr  33  1100kkGG  bbaaggss  

ffoorr  ££1100..0000  ccooll lleecctteedd  ffrroomm  
FFuurrnneeuuxx  PPeellhhaamm  ££55..0000  ppeerr  

bbaagg  ffrreeee  llooccaall  ddeell iivveerryy  

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoo  pplleeaassee  ccaall ll    
0011227799  777777666666  oorr  eemmaaiill  
jjaannbboorr@@bbttccoonnnneecctt..ccoomm    
AAllll  pprriicceess  aarree  iinncclluussiivvee  ooff  VVAATT  

cchhaarrggeedd  aatt  55%%  

The society held its 1st public 
meeting, our AGM, since the start 
of lock-down, in April. This was 
followed by a ZOOM presentation 
on Hatfield Forest by Bob Reed on 
the large screen in the Main Village 
Hall at Much Hadham, which was 
very well received. The quality of his 
slides and clarity of his voice was 
excellent considering he was giving 
his talk via the internet from his home. 
Our ability to receive and project 
this successfully to a public meeting 
rather than just to individual members 
bodes well for the future, where many 
speakers will now only give talks by 
ZOOM or similar means.

Bob is an internationally known 
naturalist and former Leventhorpe 
teacher. His excellent talk on the 
history of Hatfield Forest described 
and illustrated ancient paths and 
roads, the forest's huge variety of flora 
and fauna, through to the ancient 
craft of Coppicing. He is in charge 
of a group of volunteer coppicers 
who maintain the craft and other 
forest skills, who will always welcome 
new volunteers to join them. Our 
May presentation by Helen Gibson, 
was on the Myddleton family. of 
North Wales. Hugh was the son of 
the Govenor of Denbigh Castle. He 
derived his fortune from mines in 
Cardiganshire, and was a prominent 
member of the Goldsmiths' Company. 
In 1605 he and his brother Robert, 
later Lord Mayor of London, served 

on a Parliamentary Committee 
considering the supply of fresh water 
in to London. Hugh's wealth and 
mining background was vital to "The 
New River" canal project to bring 
spring water from Ware to Islington. 
It is a testament to the engineering 
skills at the time that the canal exists 
to this day. This was also a ZOOM 
presentation, but a communication 
problem unfortunately resulted in a 
late start. Helen's presentation again 
showed the potential for giving talks by 
this method. 

Our last event on 21st June, 
was a film on Much Hadham of 
Yesteryear presented by Peter Reed. 
Unfortunately, this Parish Magazine 
notice missed the deadline for 
June publication, emphasising the 
importance of using our web-site for 
late changes and news. Please refer 
to the heading EVENTS on the site 
– the address of which is as follows: 
www.thehadhamshistorysociety.
org.uk

Forthcoming Events: 
The programme for July and August 
has not yet been decided, but on 
September 19th Mark Landon will 
be giving a talk entitled: “Bromley Hall 
Kilns and Caley Wood Hill Fort”.  Mark 
is well known local archaeologist and 
the site he will be addressing is near 
Bromley Lane on the border between 
Much and Little Hadham.

Mike Clark
www.thehadhamshistorysociety.org.uk



UNIT 1B, FOXHOLES AVENUE, HERTFORD SG13 7JG     
LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 1979  •  ALL WORK FULLY GUARANTEED 

•  DIGITAL FREEVIEW AERIAL INSTALLATIONS
•  EXTRA TV POINTS and SKY PLAYBACK
•  AERIAL REPAIRS and STORM DAMAGE
•  DAB/FM AERIALS and COMMUNAL TV SYSTEMS
•  FREESAT HD, SKY+HD and SKY Q
•  HIDDEN DISH SPECIALISTS and FOREIGN SATELLITE
•  PLASMA/LCD/LED TV, AUDIO and DVD REPAIRS
•  TV WALL INSTALLATIONS and HIDDEN CABLES
•  WIRELESS BURGLAR INTRUDER ALARM SYSTEMS
•  CCTV SYSTEMS IN FULL HD – WATCH ON YOUR TABLET OR  
    SMART PHONE ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD
•  WIFI ACCESS POINTS and DATA NETWORK DISTRIBUTION
•  SONOS and HOME CINEMA AUDIO SPECIALISTS
•  VIDEO DOOR ENTRY and INTERCOM SYSTEMS

    HERTFORD TV SERVICE
         Tel: 01992 552955   www.hertfordtvservice.co.uk    

MEMBER
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Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

Specialists in bespoke 
timber and aluminium 

windows and doors.

Contact us today for a
free no-obligation quote

or 01920 823390
07862 959407

Alternatively email: info@hadhamgroup.com or visit www.hadhamgroup.com

10%
off

quote LHPN10
when ordering
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Your local service provider for all effluent and 
liquid waste removal including:

• Cesspits
• Septic tanks
• Klargesters and Bio disks

LTH Waste Removal
Effluent & Liquid Waste Removal

LTH provides a personal, professional and efficient 
service at a very competitive rate.

For a free quotation, and site visit if required, 
please call us on: 

01279 504638 
01371 873003

or email:
info@luxurytoilethire.co.uk

someone like me, and hits, head on, a 
lorry turning out onto the road!

So we are, apparently, hoping for some 
form of anti-speed barriers.. but when? 
The traffic calming strip across the 
road which is opposite the 30mph sign 
outside our property, is not severe 
enough to slow drivers down. It’s all 
just an accident waiting to happen!

So I wrote to Herts county council 
to complain and explain. And I did 
receive a long and involved reply 
which, in short and paraphrased, told 
me that this was a minor matter and 
that all their monies must go on major 
hot spots, not little old backroads!! I 
also wrote to the police and our local 
policeman promised to call in and see 
me and other concerned residents, to 
talk it over. So far, two months later, no 
sign of him!

I won’t give up. To be honest, I think, 
for us, the old traffic jams were no 
worse than today’s speed and noise... 
and were a whole lot safer. Am I 
fighting a losing battle or do other 
residents also feel that things are a 
long way off perfect?

When the by-pass finally opened. 
nobody, but nobody was happier 
than me! Years and years of traffic 
chugging slowly past our house, 
waiting for anything up to half an hour 
to get to the dreaded four-way traffic 
lights...a thing of the past!

To exit our house sometimes seemed 
to take forever as nobody was going 
to let us out onto the road... everyone 
was so agitated by the long wait... 
why, they must have thought, should 
we be the lucky ones?

So we were overjoyed...for a few 
weeks. That was until a number of 
drivers realised that now the road was 
fairly empty and, with few cars using 
it, it could be a race track. Time has 
only worsened the situation. Now it is 
like living on a motorway... the speed 
is of no concern to these drivers. 
Weekends, motorcyclists race past 
our entrance, and during weekdays 
cars and lorries take absolutely no 
notice of the official speed limits. We 
hear the traffic zooming past at high 
speeds, completely breaking every 
speed rule.

And yes, if you are careful enough to 
keep within the legal speed limits, 
you will find cars passing you as they 
whizz down the hill towards the lights. 
This means they are totally on the 
wrong side of the road. And as the 
industrial estate directly opposite us 
increases in size and traffic volume 
month by month, it probably won’t 
be long before there is a major crash 
as an impatient driver overtakes 

Rural Ramblings
Cherry MardellVST 

PAINTING & 
DECORATING

Laurence Baldwin
laurence@vstdecorating.co.uk

01279 491 704 | 07989 968 278

Your resident decorator

Fully Insured

JORDAN OIL BURNER SERVICES
ESTABLISHED 1968

An independent oil boiler commissioning,
servicing & breakdown company

OFTEC Registered

All our vans carry a range of genuine boiler spares

81 Lingfield Road, Stevenage, Herts SG1 5SQ

Tel: 01438 355583 / Mob: 07831 364607

www.jordanoil.co.uk



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For ALL your PC / IPAD needs; 
Repairs, Upgrades & Training 

www.learnpc.co.uk  
  
 

Call or Email Tracy on 
07521 977997 
learnpc@icloud.com 

 

Gilly B Interiors

Bespoke, handmade curtains, 
blinds & soft furnishings. 

Interior design
No. 2 Duckling Lane, Sawbridgeworth, 

CM21 9QA 
0011999922  227766008822  //  0077771100  114466994411   

wwwwww..iinntteerriioorrssbbyyggiillllyybb..ccoomm   
eennqquuiirriieess@@iinntteerriioorrssbbyyggiillllyybb..ccoomm    

Tuesday-Friday 10am – 5pm  Monday & 
Saturday client appointment by request  
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Will Writing & Trusts
Lasting Power of 
Attorneys (LPA’s)
Probate 
Administration 
Inheritance Tax and 
Estate Planning

01920 747208 | emma@dqrwillsandprobate.co.uk
www.dqrwillsandprobate.co.uk

See my recent reviews on Facebook: @dqrwillsprobate 

Member of The Society 
of Will Writers

TRUSTED 
STANDON BASED 
WILL WRITER

Providing a professional, friendly service, 
I offer free advice and will guide you 

through your options.

 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk

We stock a selection of more than 
200 wines from most French wine 
regions including Bordeaux, Loire 
Valley, a few international gems, 
Champagne & Cognac.  
Delivery to all UK addresses. 

info.wine.story@gmail.com 
2 Hadham Hall, Little Hadham, SG11 2AU
07921 770 691 |       thewinestoryclub

We have 6 bottle mixed 
cases starting at £58. Email 
us for full private catalogue 
or contact Thibault on the 
details below.

If you love life, then you’ll love 
The Wine Story Club

Your local independent Wine Merchant

www.thewinestoryclub.com

Free delivery to 
the Hadham’s 
& surrounding 
villages from 12 

bottles. 



Parish Services July 2022
Benefice of: Little Hadham | Much Hadham | Albury

Wednesday 6th  9.00am   Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)

Wednesday 13th  9.00am   Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)

Saturday 16th  4.30pm   Messy Church at St Andrew's Church

Wednesday 20th  9.00am   Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)

Wednesday 27th  9.00am   Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)

Wednesday 27th  10.00am Little Hadham Communion (Steve)

All are welcome to join our services  
Sunday services are also streamed via Zoom at 9.15am

Other Dates:

Trinity 3

3rd July

Trinity 4

10th July

Trinity 5

17th July

Trinity 6

24th July

Trinity 7

31st July

St 
Andrew’s

Much 
Hadham

9.15am 
Holy 

Communion 
for all the 

Church Family

Steve

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

St 
Cecilia’s 

Little 
Hadham

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

11.15am

Benefice Holy 
Communion

Steve

St Mary’s 
Albury

11.15am 
Holy 

Communion

Steve

11.15am 
Holy 

Communion

Steve

St 
Thomas' 

Perry 
Green

10.00am
BCP Patronal 
Festival Holy 
Communion

Michael


