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A120 Bypass & flood alleviation scheme:
It's been a long road, but it's finally here!
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of Christ to shine out
in the darkness. Our
churches couldn’t
meet in buildings
where Christian
worship had taken place regularly over
eight hundred years. It was as if we’d
been plunged into darkness. But the
light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it. We may
not have been able to meet physically,
but we found new ways of continuing
to meet – especially online. We’re still
adapting - meeting together both in
church and online, keeping some of
the new ways of coming together that
were once a necessity. We continue
to stream our regular 9.15 services
on Zoom, and a new home group
has come together online, enabling
the group to study the Bible and pray
together across the miles that separate
our villages – and further!

Happy new year! Whether you’re
reading this issue before the new year
or it’s already 2022, may I wish you a
very happy new year.
I’m writing in the middle of December,
the sun has set and it’s just got dark
outside, but if you look inside our
house there’s brightness and colour
everywhere. Everywhere you go in the
house there are Christmas decorations,
the lights on the Christmas tree shine
brightly, and a large star can be seen
outside, shining out from our upstairs
window. At this time of year when I’m
out in the dark, I always find it uplifting
to see the imaginative ways that people
have brought light and life to their
homes. The brightness and the colour
shining out in the darkness give me a
sense of joy and hope.
The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome it.
These words come from John’s gospel.
He tells us what happened at the first
Christmas: “The true light that gives
light to everyone was coming into the
world”. This is what Christians celebrate
at Christmas and continue to celebrate
right into the new year: Jesus has
come into the world to bring us light
and life. He is the one who can light up
our way through life, guiding us with
his light and love, showing us the next
step along the journey with him. These
words from John’s gospel continue to
give me hope as I step into the new
year: the light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it.

We also went online with opportunities
to discover more about who Jesus is
and what it means to follow him. Our
annual Alpha courses went onto Zoom
and in 2022, we’re planning to meet in
person at the Rectory, together with the
option of joining in remotely on Zoom.
Alpha begins on Monday 10 January
and ends on 21 March. Do contact
me on 842609 or rectorhightrees@
btinternet.com if you’d like to take part
or if you’d like to find out more.
May God bless you in the new year
and beyond.

Since March 2020, we’ve been
experiencing what it means for the light
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Little Hadham Parish News

Prayer Chain

Rector of the Parish:

Within our congregations we have a
network of people who will receive
prayer requests. Whatever the
problem, worry, anxiety or personal
need, when received, it will be
forwarded to the people on the
chain who will pray immediately for
each request for a period of time.
All requests will be confidential.
Please ring anytime:
Janet: 842 671
Karin: 771 532
Alice 504 781

Revd. Steve Bate
01279 842 609
muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com

Churchwarden:

Karin Green
01279 771 532
gouldburn.green@outlook.com

Editor:

Anne Wright
littlehadhampn@gmail.com
To find out more about the life of our
Church, please visit our website:
www.riverashchurches.org.uk

Advertisements in the
Parish News

Editorial Deadline:

If you would like to advertise in
our magazine, please contact the
editor at: littlehadhampn@gmail.
com for more details.

All articles for inclusion, sponsorship
and copy and payment for advertising
in the next issue must be received by
the15th of the month.
(BACS preferred, email the editor for
details.)
Editor reserves the right to edit copy
received and omit accompanying
pictures where necessary.
View the Parish News Online including
back issues: www.littlehadham.com

The magazine is written by
many contributors who report
for themselves or for a club or
organisation they represent. The
church and production team does not
necessarily agree with the opinions
aired in any article printed here.
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The Parish News is funded and
distributed freely by St Cecila's
Church. We really appreciate the
support of all our advertisers to
help cover our overheads and
keep the Parish News in print. So
if you run a business or service
and would like to invest in your
local magazine and reach over
500 homes each month with your
product or service, we'd love to
hear from you. We offer ads at 4
different sizes and prices from a
full page to an eighth of a page,
with discounts for taking a year at a
time. We can also insert flyers for
a small fee. You can also make a
donation to the magazine, contact
the editor for details.

Cover Photo: A120 Bypass Grand Opening Day: 11th December 2021

Letter from the Rectory

Healthy Eating Recipe
Dr Mihaly Saary

Looking for something fresh and different after all the Christmas festivities? Try
this simple Vegan Risotto.

VM19

VEGETABLE RISOTTO
Source: family
Serves 4

TRUSTED
STANDON BASED
WILL WRITER
Your local independent Wine Merchant

Red onion, chopped into small pieces – 1 to 2
Garlic, finely chopped – 6 cloves
Mixed herbs
Red or mixed peppers, chopped - 3
Sweet potatoes, cut into 1cm cubes - 1
Celery, de-bearded, chopped – 3 sticks
Rice, Basmati (don’t use risotto rice) - 1 mug
Vegetable stock – 500ml
Carrots, sliced - 4
Courgettes, chopped – 2
Caraway seeds (optional)

Lasting Power of
Attorneys (LPA’s)
Probate
Administration
Inheritance Tax and
Estate Planning

Free delivery to
the Hadham’s
& surrounding
villages from 12
bottles.

Providing a professional, friendly service,
I offer free advice and will guide you
through your options.

If you love life, then you’ll love
The Wine Story Club

Member of The Society
of Will Writers

info.wine.story@gmail.com
2 Hadham Hall, Little Hadham, SG11 2AU
07921 770 691 |
thewinestoryclub

www.dqrwillsandprobate.co.uk
01920 747208 | emma@dqrwillsandprobate.co.uk

www.thewinestoryclub.com

3. Have vegetable stock ready, preferable near boiling
temperature.
Mix in the rice and cook for 5 min, making sure that all the
rice is coated with oil. Add salt, pepper and caraway seeds (if
using).
4. Now add stock till it only just covers the mix, cover and
let it cook. Keep adding stock every 5 min, always just
enough to form mini-pools but no flooding, each time letting
the rice absorb the liquid.
Leave it, keeping the lid on as much as possible.
5. After 25-30 min take a sample to make sure it is cooked.
The amount of fluid added is crucial.

See my recent reviews on Facebook: @dqrwillsprobate
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1. Using a wok, fry
onions, garlic and mixed
herbs
for
10
min,
stirring all the time.
Make sure there is
enough
oil
for
the
vegetables.
2.
Add
the
other
chopped
vegetables
and fry for further 10
minutes.

Will Writing & Trusts

We stock a selection of more than
200 wines from most French wine
regions including Bordeaux, Loire
Valley, a few international gems,
Champagne & Cognac.
Delivery to all UK addresses.
We have 6 bottle mixed
cases starting at £58. Email
us for full private catalogue
or contact Thibault on the
details below.

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
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River Ash Churches Online Alpha
Revd. Steve Bate
Do you have questions about
Christianity?

Locally  based  lawn  care  
services  and  bespoke  
treatment  programmes

Are you interested in being baptised
or confirmed?

Specialists  in:
 

Weed  &  Moss  Control

 

    

Top  Dressing

Disease  Diagnosis

   

Rats  &  Mice

Moles

Bees  &  Wasps

+44  (0)  7725415826

Are you new to church or looking for
a refresher course?
Alpha explores the Christian faith in
a relaxed small group setting over
ten sessions.

  

Lawn  Pests

info@supalawns.com

www.alpha.org/try-alpha

There is no charge for attending
the course.

Our next course begins in-person
at The Rectory and/or online, via
Zoom, on Monday 10 January 2022.
supalawns.com

To take part or for more details, please
contact Steve Bate (Rector),

Each session begins at 7:30 pm with
refreshments (tea and cake, etc.), or
an informal chat online, followed by
a 30-minute video from The Alpha
Film Series. We finish with a short
conversation about the video content.

High quality creative
education for children
from 3-11
Emphasis on nurturing each
child as an individual.

Traditional Pole and Clear
Span Frame marquees for
any occasion

Care provision from 7.45am to 6.00pm
including excellent all day nursery.
A positive active ethos that
strives for excellent personal
and academic development.
By far the best way to
find out about a school
is to visit it.

www.eclecticmarquees.co.uk
01279 655386
07548 704236

Please phone us on
01279 771285 to make
an appointment.
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Email: rectorhightrees@btinternet.
com or Tel: 01279 842609
Or, to find out more about Alpha visit
www.alpha.org/try-alpha

Little Hadham Primary School
Liz Lloyd-Williams

littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

Thinking about a new school for your child
this year? Would you like to find out more
about our local primary school?
We have a brand new school brochure
available, and we always welcome visits
from new families.
Give us a call on 01279 771 285 to arrange
to come and see us and pick up your copy.

New school brochure available
now in the school office.
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A120 Bypass Opening Event
Dave Willett
reduced insurance premiums.

Celebration Opening Event –
Saturday 11th December 2021
The construction and design team at
Graham and Arup together with the
Village Hall Management Team arranged
the celebration to give residents the
opportunity to cycle / run / walk along the
by-pass before it opened to traffic.
On the day, all the partners and
stakeholders were present including
long-time supporter of the project, Cllr
Graham McAndrew, and our local East
Herts District Councillor, Geoff Williamson
and local MP Sir Oliver Heald. As well as
representatives from the Environment
Agency, Graham the construction
company and Hertfordshire Local
Enterprise Partnership.

All being well, by the time we go to print,
the bypass and flood alleviation scheme
will finally be open!
Who would have thought that the River Ash
could cause so many problems for Little
Hadham? Between 1947 and 2014 there
have been six 'extensive flooding events'
The last memorable ones were in 2001,
2007 and 2014. In 2001, 24 properties were
flooded, including the pub.

These 50 or so stakeholders were met
at the site by 403 adults, 97 children and
quite a few dogs. At 11am after a few
short speeches, MP Sir Oliver Heald cut
the ribbon and set off the 132 cyclists,
the youngest aged four, followed by the
Bishops Stortford Running Club and other
runners followed up by all the walkers.

After bypass talks struggled between
2004 and 2007 due to a lack of funding,
after flooding in 2014, the by-pass was
discussed again. This time, however, it
was linked to a flood alleviation scheme.
At a special Parish Assembly meeting
in 2015 over 100 people turned up
to support the new bypass and flood
alleviation scheme, and by 2017 planning
and funding was approved.

The Village Hall remained open during the
day serving bacon butties, mountains of
cake, and gallons of tea and coffee. The
archaeological finds were on display, 72
Roman coins and lots of pottery. There
was also a video of the construction
made by Graham with a drone which ran
continually. There was also an activity
sheet for children and displays about the
whole project.

Construction started in July 2019 and after
a few delays due to the Pandemic, opened
to traffic just before this Christmas. (we
hope! - Ed)
Just as important, the flood alleviation
scheme will protect 72 properties. These
homeowners are now looking forward to
the new Flood Map from the Environment
Agency as they should hopefully enjoy

The Future
It is estimated that the bypass will reduce
traffic from 17,000 vehicles per day to
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about 5,000. Discussions are ongoing
about changing the phasing of the
traffic lights and installing a crossing
by the bus stop to keep traffic flowing
more efficiently.

Bypass Facts & Figures

A few thanks
The Village Hall Committee is grateful
for the opportunity to host the opening
event, and for giving 500 people the
opportunity to cycle/run/walk along the
by-pass. We raised £825 which will go
to the refurbishment fund. We are also
grateful to the Parish Council for their
support. Special thanks to the volunteers
on the day Marshalls and collecting money in
buckets – Joan McKinlay, Cllr Freddie
Arkell, Steve Carter, Adam Davey,
Hamish McKinlay and myself.

•

The project cost just over £29m

•

12,797 tonnes of concrete used

•

1,400 tonnes of steel used

•

45,000 sq. metres of asphalt laid

•

60,000 trees planted

•

50,000 wild flowers sown

•

500 Roman snails relocated

•

23 tonnes of wood & 14 tonnes
of cardboard packaging recycled

•

Total length of bypass 2.4 miles

•

9 new structures (bridges,
underpass, culverts)

•

Storage reservoirs for 435,000
cubic metres of water;
equivalent to 174 Olympic
swimming pools!

•

A new 500 metre channel for the
Lloyd Taylor Drain which is lined
with Enkamat seeded mattress
bed protection

•

The rare Barbastelle bat
was also considered as it is
protected, like the Roman
snail, under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act of 1981

The Kitchen team – Jan Williamson,
Frank and Karin Green and Denise Carter
And Cllr Carolyn Westlake who came to
the village hall during the afternoon.

A final update
It has been a busy four months for
the Village Hall. We have organised 4
events and raised almost £5000. This
includes two Craft Fairs, a Bingo Night,
and the by-pass event. In 2022 there will
be more events to help us raise more
money. We would like more volunteers
to do anything they can offer, their time
and/or their skills. Even making the
odd cake and donating it helps to raise
money. The Village Hall is important. It
is a hub for the wider area now because
it is a big hall with a big car park.
Including the recent flu jab sessions, we
estimate that up to 10,000 people use
the village hall each year.
Your support will be appreciated. Keep
reading the Parish News for details of
future events. and look at the banner on
display by the hedge.
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Little Hadham Parish Council
Carole Page

www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk

WOOD
BRIQUETTES

Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services

role (£12.50 an hour.) You will report into
the Parish Council and have areas of
responsibility to cover:

Next Meeting Dates:

1st February 2022
1 March / 5 April / 3 May / 7 June /
5 July / 6 September / 4 Oct / 1 Nov
/ 6 Dec

Agendas are posted on
noticeboards and the Little Hadham
Parish Council website.
The Parish Council Meetings are now
back in the VILLAGE HALL The Chair
of the Village Hall has worked hard
to make the hall Covid friendly. It is a
safe environment to meet.

•

Ensuring the site is used
appropriately for the purposes of
growing crops (and other approved
uses, e.g., keeping of bees)

•

Engaging on a monthly basis with the
allotment holders regarding any issue
such as their holding not been used
or being very untidy and spreading
weeds to others holder’s plots

•

Suffyldes Wood and Side Hilly
Following residents' concerns regarding
the entranceway works at the eastern
end of the site as a potential planning
breach, this has now been investigated
by the EHC Planning Team who have
visited the site and contacted the owner.
The owner has confirmed the surface
being laid will be permeable, and
therefore from the Planning viewpoint
this is allowable under permitted
development, i.e., planning permission is
not required. Furthermore, as the road is
an unclassified road, the creation of an
access from the main road is also within
permitted development and does not
need specific permission from Highways.

•

Collecting the annual fees for the plots

•

Encouraging people to keep the site
tidy and safe

•

Reporting to the parish councillor
with responsibility for allotments at
the end of each month regarding
vacant plots and any other issues that
need addressing.

•

Bringing empty plots back to a tidy
condition before a prospective tenant
views the plots

•

Dealing with any issues that come up
in the day to day running of the site
and bringing any issues with their
line manager’s attention (Report to
the Parish Council)

•

New role – Allotment Manager

Cutting the areas around the holder’s
plots, the handman cuts the paths on
the site

Office: 01279 771462
Mobile: 07990 770883
High burn temperatures,
Safe for wood burners,
Very low ash content,
Clean to handle.

• Chimney sweeping
• Stove installation
• Maintenance & repairs
• Pots & cowls fitted
• Certificates issued
• Free estimates

£3.50 per 10kg bag
collected from Furneux
Pelham or 3 10kG bags
for £10.00 collected from
Furneux Pelham £5.00 per
bag free local delivery

bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk
richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk

For more info please call
01279 777666 or email
janbor@btconnect.com
All prices are inclusive of VAT
ch arged at 5%

LTH Waste Removal
Effluent & Liquid Waste Removal

Your local service provider for all effluent and
liquid waste removal including:
• Cesspits
• Septic tanks
• Klargesters and Bio disks

Facilitate the Allotment Holders
meetings, keep minutes and circulate
to the Parish Council

LTH provides a personal, professional and efficient
service at a very competitive rate.

If you are interested in applying for this
role, please contact the clerk by January
16th 2022.

The role is for 9 hours a month, with a
trial period of 6 months. The role is a paid

For a free quotation, and site visit if required,
please call us on:
01279 504638
01371 873003

clerklittlehadham@gmail.com | 01920 870809 | 07825 01197
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or email:
info@luxurytoilethire.co.uk
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Little Hadham Gardening Club

Skimmia

Anne Willett

There is no meeting in January, but look
out next month for an update about the
Ploughmans lunch in February.

the spread of disease. Not all plants are
suitable for winter pruning. Some should
be pruned in Spring, whilst others are
best left until Summer or Autumn.

What to prune in Winter:

Specialists in bespoke
timber and aluminium
windows and doors.

10

off

%

quote LHPN10
when ordering

Contact us today for a
free no-obligation quote
or

Examples for Winter pruning:

Many garden plants benefit from
pruning, but it is important to prune at
the right time of year, in the right way.
Winter pruning takes place when the
plants are dormant.

01920 823390
07862 959407

Alternatively email: info@hadhamgroup.com or visit www.hadhamgroup.com
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•

Autumn fruiting raspberries

•

Group 3 Clematis which flowers in
mid to late summer

The aim of winter pruning , is to
encourage vigour so that fruit trees
are productive and shrubs don’t
outgrow their space. Once the leaves
have fallen it’s easy to see a plant’s
framework and this is the time to prune
roses, cut back clematis, and reshape
fruit bushes and trees .

•

Wisteria

•

Fruit bushes including Blueberries,
Blackcurrants, Gooseberries and
Redcurrants.

•

Roses inc Floribundas, Hybrid Teas,
Shrub and Climbing Roses.

Whilst plants are dormant it us also
a good time to carry out renovation
pruning, to revive plants that can
become large and unproductive, such
as Viburnum and Mahonia. Pruning in
winter can also help control or prevent

•

Apple and Pear Trees

•

Deciduous ornamental trees, eg
Cotinus, Berberis and Magnolias

•

Deciduous shrubs.
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Little Hadham Village Hall News

Christmas Arts & Craft Fair – Nov 2021

Jan Williamson

Dave Willett

chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk

Firstly, I would like to state that it
is now mandatory for all hall users
to wear masks on entering the hall
unless you are exempt. All groups
are responsible for their own risk
assessments in accordance with
their governing bodies. If you are
coming to an event that involves food
then you must wear your mask until
seated. Booking your table greatly
reduces your risk as tables are ready
for your social bubble and mingling is
minimal! This should not be a problem
as we have had to do it before and
we can do it again without too much
disruption. I have a supply of lateral
flow testing kits if anyone requires
one. Please ring Jan 07710 325363
Well what a year we have had despite
a pandemic much has been achieved.
We finish 2021 with the fitting of new
windows and curtains in the main hall
which will make a vast improvement to
the warmth and ambiance of the room.
Our next challenge will be to complete
the windows at the rear of the building
which will smarten up the appearance
and security of the building.

the traffic lights trying to get in or out
of our village. It costs £6500 per year
to insure the village hall because of
the flood plain!
Our latest exciting news is that we
have received 2 grants from Clarion
Futures who are our local social
housing provider. Their generosity
this year has been overwhelming as
they provided us with a new kitchen in
January 2021 and now they are giving
us £5000 to keep our digital workshop
running for the foreseeable future and
another grant which will enable us to
offer relaxed cinema screenings over
the course of the next year for elderly
vulnerable people and their carer’s
in a suitable and safe space to enjoy
a film. This is wonderful news just
before Christmas!
Thank you Clarion Futures!

We hope to see the completion of the
A120 bypass and the flood alleviation
scheme which will make a big
difference to many of our residents
who have suffered from flooding in
the past and many hours wasted at
For further information on any of the above please contact Jan Williamson:
chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk or 01279 771 272 / 07710 325363
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three months. In September our Art
Craft & Gift Fair raised £1150 and a
successful Bingo Night in October
raised £1300. We are delighted with
our fundraising efforts this year, which
have raised over £3500 towards the
refurbishment fund.

Over 30 seasoned crafters and
makers set out their stalls at Little
Hadham Village Hall on Sunday 28
November. Despite the freezing
weather, the sunshine and Christmas
music warmed up the atmosphere,
for the 200 people who came along
to help us raise £1334 towards our
village hall refurbishment. Stallholders
sold unique gifts and items including
Christmas gifts, decorations,
candles, woollen items, cards,
paintings, macrame, crochet, pottery,
decoupage, jewellery items and lots
more besides.

We will be focussing our fundraising
on refurbishment again next year,
to complete the second phase of
window and door replacement.
Our thanks to everyone who has
supported the village hall this year.
Look out for more news from
Little Hadham in the coming
weeks and months. We have lots
going on throughout the year,
so please visit our website for
future events and activities. www.
littlehadhamvillagehall.com

Home Instead invited Father
Christmas to attend with their
fabulous inflatable grotto and
Hertford Shires Rotary Club provided
a reindeer and sleigh for children to
have their photo taken with Santa.
All proceeds from visits to Santa
went towards supporting the Rotary
International global campaign for
the eradication of polio. Our thanks
to Hertford Shires Rotary and Marc,
David and Jo from Home Instead for
their invaluable support.
Refreshments were also successful.
The kitchen provided bacon butties,
sausages, and cakes all day. Several
residents made and donated 15
cakes for the event. These were –
Anne Fuller (2 cakes), Andy Jopling
(2 cakes), Gail Ennis, Amanda Davey,
Carolyn Westlake, Samantha Day,
Dave & Anne Willett (8 cakes). An
enormous thank you goes to them.
This was the third fundraising event
held in the village hall over the last
15

What’s On in January

in Little Hadham Village Hall
unless otherwise stated

Weekly Activities

NO T ICE BOA R D
COVER PHOTOS

Monday’s
Mother and baby group 10am -11.30am

Jessica.dowdle1@gmail.com/07562 433 327

Adult Tap Class 12.30 - 1.15pm		

Term time only

Badminton 7.30pm – 9.30pm 		

Nigel English: nigelenglish8@gmail.com

We'd love to see your lovely winter
photos to be considered for our
front cover.

Hannah 07538 262 835

Tuesday’s
Upholstery 9.30am - 12.30pm 		

We have some
very talented
photographers and
enthusiasts in the
village so get your
cameras at the ready photography
friends and please send your
beautiful winter photos of the village
to me at:

Jackie 01279 842 366

Crochet for beginners- 12.30am - 3.30pm 07970 193 240
Brownies 5.45pm – 7.15pm 		

Term time only

Wednesday’s
Digital improvers drop in 2pm – 3.30pm

Jan 01279 771 272

Fitsteps 6pm-7pm 			

Jacqui 07731 454 228

Judo 7.30pm – 9pm 			

David: 07931 646 860

littlehadhampn@gmail.com

Thursday’s
Olio food collection 9am – 10am 		

Tara and James - kitchen collection

Adult Barre Ballet 6 – 7pm 		

Term time only

Make sure they are hi-resolution, and
have a relatively clear space for the
name of the magazine. :-)

Hannah 07538 262 835

Friday’s
Fancy feet dance for children 4pm -5.30pm Term time only Hannah 07538 262 835
Indoor bowls 8 -10pm 			

Except for 2nd Friday in the month
Fresh, local, seasonal, food, artisan bread
& organic veg boxes, ethical homewares

Monthly
Thursday 13th January 10am-12pm
Community Coffee Morning 		
					Jan 01279 771 272
Friday 14th January - doors open 7.00pm

Red Chair Cinema Club Film Night

Thursday 20th January 10 – 12 pm		
Bereavement café (rear of hall)
					Jan 01279 771 272

OPENING

HOURS

Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Saturday:

10am - 5pm,
10am - 5pm,
11am- 5pm
8.30am - noon*

* Except the last Saturday in the month, when
you will find us running the Farmers' Market
at Little Hadham Primary School
Order fresh bread, veg boxes & weekly specials online at:-

little-hadham-stores.simpleshop.com
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The Hundred
Parishes Society
Ken McDonald

www.hundredparishes.org.uk
Wynches POW camp in Much Hadham
was situated in forty acres of parkland
and in the Second World War housed
both Italian and German prisoners.

Hundreds of prisoner of war camps
were set up in the UK during the
two World Wars, with several in The
Hundred Parishes. Camps varied in
design and size. Some started as rows
of tents with the prisoners engaged
in constructing huts. Most have
disappeared but I would like to tell
you about a few.

Ickleton Grange housed a camp
for both Italian and German men.
Nothing now remains.
In Mill Lane, Hatfield Heath, the remains
of POW camp 116 are still clearly
visible, the most complete survivor in
Essex, Herts or Cambridgeshire. The
camp was set up in 1941 to house
Austrian and Italian prisoners; later,
German men followed. They worked
on local farms and even played football
against a Hatfield Heath team who were
beaten 11- 0!

In 1917, during the First World War,
a camp was established at Great
Dunmow’s workhouse, initially taking
about 100 German POWs. Capacity
was later doubled by moving women
elsewhere and closing the infirmary.
The German prisoners worked on
local farms but gained a reputation for
obstruction and destruction. Dunmow
workhouse never reopened and was
converted to the housing that today is
called The Close.

Radwinter North POW rehabilitation
camp was situated in the grounds
of Radwinter Rectory, now known as
Radwinter Manor. German soldiers
were allowed to visit local families. Karl
Weschke was one; he became an artist
and his clay sculpture of a weeping
mother and child titled “Deutschland
1946” is held in Saffron Walden Museum.

Bower Hall in Steeple Bumpstead
was used as a POW camp in The First
World War but it fell into ruin and was
demolished in 1926.

Hatfield Heath: Camp
Thinking about a new

Leaflets

Websites

Dunmow: The Close

Hatfield Heath: Camp
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Karl Weschke sculpture - Copyright Saffron
Walden Museum

Dunmow: The Close

Posters

look for the new year?

Brochures

Packaging

Branding
& Logos
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graphic design

Hello, I’m a graphic designer based
here in Little Hadham.
Contact me to find out how
I can help you make your
designs stand out.

anne@thehumbleline.com

www.thehumbleline.com

Nature Observations
Jono Forgham

jforgham@hotmail.com

With a few mild nights now
occurring (15th Dec) I have
returned to moth trapping in the
garden, although results are pretty
dire, regardless of the night time
temperatures. A Winter moth was
new for the year list on the 3rd Dec,
appearing on the lounge window.
This represented my 406th moth
species for the garden in 2021 and,
almost certainly, the final species.

Dartford Warbler

Eyed Hawkmoth

Purple Thorn Moth

Fallow Deer

Moth numbers can be quite
staggering. In total, I have trapped and
recorded 8053 moths this year, just
in our small garden. Through the year
I have discovered 17 new species
which takes my total of moth species
for Little Hadham parish to 804,
roughly 50% of the total moth species
recorded within the county.

Jersey Tiger

I had 3 days birding in North Norfolk
at the end of November. Weather
remained favourable as I covered
many miles and in doing so saw 104
species of bird. Particularly pleasing
was encountering a small flock of
Shore lark on Holkham beach. Not
a regular winter migrant to the UK.
Photograph included to the right.

Lime Hawkmoth
Scarce Silver Lines

Wishing all readers a Very Happy New
Year and that we all keep safe in these
difficult times.

Shore Lark

Sanderling

Long Tailed Tit
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Meadow Pipit

Get to Know Your Local Businesses
This Month: Irene Ruane of Float Retreat
from pain. People suffering from
chronic pain with conditions such as
fibromyalgia, arthritis and sciatica have
described floating as life changing.

When I returned recently from a period
of living abroad, I was looking for a new
adventure. The pandemic had affected
many in numerous ways and for me,
living far away from my family, led to
my decision to return to Hertfordshire
and settle in Little Hadham.

Although we are not on the
Mediterranean coast, nestled
on Church End Estate, The Float
Retreat offers the experience
of pure relaxation. Each pod is
filled with 550kg of Epsom Salts
(otherwise known as magnesium
sulphate) so there is nothing to
do but float. Before you float the
staff give you a walk through of the
process, so you know what to expect.
You then enter your private room with
shower and toiletries provided. Once
in the pod, the lights and music dim
and you are floating in warm water
in a low stimulus environment. A
60-minute float is recommended
as standard. This gives you time to
unwind and relax before the lights
and music come on again to signify
the end. The results stay with you,
and you leave feeling rejuvenated.

The world had changed and as a
former registered mental health nurse
I could recognise how stress and
anxiety was beginning to overwhelm
many of us. When I reflected on my
lifestyle in Spain, I recalled many
people went to the beach to relax and
enjoy the warm sea waters. High in
natural minerals, floating in the sea is
therapeutic and I wanted to offer that
here in Hertfordshire. For many years
people have benefited physically
and mentally from bathing in natural
minerals and from my point of view
Epsom salts was one of the best.
The experience of floating is beneficial
to the mind and the body showing
immediate results in improved sleep,
reduced stress and anxiety and relief

Contact us for a quotation:

07875 444 175
email: office@atkinsarb.co.uk

MUSCLE REPAIR
Epsom salts are naturally high in magnesium
sulphate which draws out toxins and restores
muscle tissue.
STRESS AND ANXIETY
Significantly reduces levels of stress and anxiety.
Helps lower cortisol levels (the stress hormone).
MEDITATION
In a sensory deprivation tank your mind is free
from distractions.
INSOMNIA
Intense relaxation gained from a float supports
deeper and more restorative sleep.
PAIN MANAGEMENT
Floating helps reduce chronic pain. Ideal for
suﬀerers of fibromyalgia and arthritis.
PREGNANCY
The experience of floating gives a sensation
of weightlessness. This eases the strain on the
body that pregnancy can bring.

website: www.atkinsarb.co.uk
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Cristina Harrison
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The second is a Piedfort Token, a
striking of the coin-type known as
the double parisis of Charles IV the
Fair, King of France (1322-1328). This
version of the type was originally
introduced in 1323. This was valued
at £350. We would like to thank HCC
Cllr. Thake for offering to fund this
purchase through his Locality Budget.
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WHAT IS CROSSFIT?
CrossFit is a lifestyle characterised by safe, effective exercise and sound
nutrition. CrossFit can be used to accomplish any goal, from improved health to
weight loss to better performance. The programme works for everyone - people
who are just starting out and people who have trained for years.
IS IT FOR EVERYONE?
YES! In both our locations, we have a range of members with varying ages,
abilities and fitness experience. Every workout is scaled to each persons
individual ability so it doesn’t matter if you’ve been with us 10 years or 10 days,
we all workout alongside one another in a supportive inclusive environment,
with our knowledgeable, caring coaching team, ensuring you get the optimum
from your hours session every time you walk through our doors.
HOW TO GET INVOLVED.
You can email, call, or fill out our contact form through the website. One of our
friendly team members will be in contact to arrange a FREE 121 where you’ll
spend an hour learning about what we do, with our head coach and owner.
We also have beginners courses available which start this October.

New Treasures for the Museum!

We look forward to
having you visit.
Info@crossfithuntsman.com
07940920001
@crossfithuntsman
www.crossfithuntsman.com

We will be collecting the Treasures
from The British Museum over the
winter ready for display in our local
history gallery in 2022.

We had an early Christmas present at
the end of 2021, with the news that
we are able to purchase 2 treasures
found locally by metal detectorists
prior to lockdown.

Volunteer Sessions
Since the last Parish Mag, we have
been working on conserving some
of the large signs in our collection.
These include yard and advertising
signs for Thurgood Builders, an
illuminated W.I. Produce Sale sign and
the School Prize Board for attendance
between 1904 and 1915.

The first is a gilded Charles II coin,
pierced through the King’s head as if to
wear as jewellery. Due to the defacing
and alteration to the coin, it was only
valued at £10 and the generous finder
waived their 50%. Bargain!

This is an important part
of our ongoing work to
maintain Accredited
status for the museum.
If you would like to join
our collections team,
working on everything from
conservation to cataloguing
to research, we work
on the collection every
Friday from 11am and on
occasional Wednesdays
by arrangement.

The Monday Muscle Coffee House is situated on the mezzanine
floor of CrossFit Huntsman North and is the perfect space to meet,
greet, socialise or relax in a calm, airy & productive atmosphere
with a full menu on tap. Whether it’s a Barista style flat white or
one of our famous fresh bagels or protein smoothies to go, we
have all of your food & drink needs covered.
Whether you use our space to meet friends, get some quick tasks
done, refuel after you train or as a full on work from home space
that actually gets you out of the house…

We welcome members and non members to Monday Muscle. We hope to see you soon!
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hadham.museum@btinternet.com | 01279 843301 | 07483 113345
www.hadhammuseum.org.uk

@HadhamMuseum
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Little Hadham Over 60's Afternoon Tea

Olio Latest Update

Tara Murphy & James Conway

wendyforgham@hotmail.com

Wendy Forgham

Sadly our Christmas Afternoon Tea was
cancelled due to the increasing rate of
Covid infections.
There will be no Afternoon Tea in January
but we hope to be up and running again
on Thursday 24th February.
Meanwhile, why not partake in a little bit
of cake trivia.

Cake Quiz
1. Which sponge or butter cake was
named after a Portuguese wine popular
in England in the mid-1800s which was
often served with the cake?

I think the highlights of this month food
collections have been the 61 oranges
and dozens of various pastries...All went
to good homes.

2. The name of which coffee-flavoured
cake means "pick me up" in English?

Please remember if you can't do the
app you can just walk to the village hall
between 9 am and 10 am on a Thursday
morning and see what food you can
save from land fill.

3. Sometimes called "railway cake",
what cake is traditionally made with
suet and dried fruit and often served
with custard?

We are locate beside the Post Office,
which I believe will be fully operation by
Eileen in the new year. Come down and
have a look.

Bathroom Renovations, Boiler Installation & Servicing,
General Plumbing

M: 07966 078371
E: Jamie@sjsplumbingandheating.co.uk
W: www.sjs-plumbingandheating.com

JORDAN OIL BURNER SERVICES
ESTABLISHED 1968

An independent oil boiler commissioning,
servicing & breakdown company
OFTEC Registered
All our vans carry a range of genuine boiler spares
81 Lingfield Road, Stevenage, Herts SG1 5SQ

4. Consisting of a very moist sponge
cake, what was developed by Francis
Coulson and Robert Lee at the Sharrow
Bay Country House Hotel in the Lake
District in the 1970s?
5. Which fruit is the main ingredient of a
traditional 'tarte tatin'?

10. What kind of cake does Miss
Trunchbull make Bruce Bogtrotter eat in
Roald Dahl's 'Matilda'?
11, A type of griddle cake or scone
made in the north of England is called a
"singing".... what?
12. Which fruit cake with a rich flavour,
often made with currants, sultanas
and almonds, was originally produced
by Keiller's marmalade in nineteenthcentury Scotland?
13. A pound cake is a type of cake
traditionally made with a pound of which
four ingredients?
14. What is the name of the French cake
made with layers of almond sponge cake
soaked in coffee syrup, layered with
ganache and coffee French buttercream,
and covered in a chocolate glaze?
15. Which small round cake filled with
currants and made from flaky pastry
with butter is credited as being first
sold by James Birch from his corner
shop in 1793?

6. Which icing used to decorate or
sculpt cakes gets its name from the
French word means "melting"?
7. Which fruit makes the rich filling in a
Black Forest gateau?
8. What's the biblical name given to a
type of traditional British pudding made
from apples baked under a Victoria
sponge cake mixture?

Answers:

My niece and I collected the food
waste for the month of November and
we listed 405 different listing and had
390 collections. This saved 154 kilos
of food waste being thrown away, so
congratulations to all that helped with
that saving.

9. What type of pastry are profiteroles
made from?

1.Madeira cake 2.Tiramisu 3.Spotted
dick 4.Sticky toffee pudding 5.Apples
6.Fondant 7.Cherries 8.Eve's pudding
9.French choux pastry 10.Chocolate
cake 11.Singing hinny 12.Dundee
cake 13.Flour, butter, eggs, and sugar
14.Opera cake 15.Eccles cakes

Hi to all the Olio crew that has picked up
from us on a Wednesday night via the
Olio app and thanks for those that come
to the village hall on Thursday morning.

Tel: 01438 355583 / Mob: 07831 364607

www.jordanoil.co.uk
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T: 01279 776 112 | M: 07817 633 713 | E: wendyforgham@hotmail.com
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Heard It Through The Grapevine
Platon Loizou

S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

www.fouracresestate.co.uk

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling
Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves
Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance
22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices
@hotmail.co.uk

Riddling the Sparkling Wine

is then added before corking and
placing wire nozzle onto the bottles.
All this is done to the sound of very
loud music - not to improve the taste
of the wine but to keep us motivated!!
The bottles are then laid down for
another few weeks before being ready
for sale.

Vineyard In The Winter
You might think there isn’t very much
to do in the winter apart from pruning
both the vines and apple trees but …
The Work Moves Into The Winery
This time of year we keep an eye
on the fermentation in the tanks of
this year’s harvest and we are also
working on riddling the bottles from
our 2018 vintage which has been
bottled since May 2019.

HERTFORD TV SERVICE
Tel: 01992 552955 www.hertfordtvservice.co.uk

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

We have to do this in the winter when
it’s very cold otherwise the wine gets
too “bubbly” and we lose too much
wine. It’s a very messy business and
every bottle behaves differently. At
the end of the day I am totally covered
in yeast and wine and in need of a hot
shower and a brandy.

We take the bottles and put them in
the riddling frames and twice a day for
a fortnight we twist the bottles slowly
driving the yeast into the neck of the
bottles. Once riddled the wine is
ready for the crown caps to be taken
off and the yeast removed (By freezing
the neck of the bottles). The dosage

This time of year it’s good to think
back on the lovely summer days in the
vineyard and hope for a good summer
next year.
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MEMBER

DIGITAL FREEVIEW AERIAL INSTALLATIONS
EXTRA TV POINTS and SKY PLAYBACK
AERIAL REPAIRS and STORM DAMAGE
DAB/FM AERIALS and COMMUNAL TV SYSTEMS
FREESAT HD, SKY+HD and SKY Q
HIDDEN DISH SPECIALISTS and FOREIGN SATELLITE
PLASMA/LCD/LED TV, AUDIO and DVD REPAIRS
TV WALL INSTALLATIONS and HIDDEN CABLES
WIRELESS BURGLAR INTRUDER ALARM SYSTEMS
CCTV SYSTEMS IN FULL HD – WATCH ON YOUR TABLET OR
SMART PHONE ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD
• WIFI ACCESS POINTS and DATA NETWORK DISTRIBUTION
• SONOS and HOME CINEMA AUDIO SPECIALISTS
• VIDEO DOOR ENTRY and INTERCOM SYSTEMS

UNIT 1B, FOXHOLES AVENUE, HERTFORD SG13 7JG

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 1979 • ALL WORK FULLY GUARANTEED
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DANIEL ROBINSON & SONS

Jill Goldsmith
www.eastonlodge.co.uk

Independent Family Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons
Est 1892

Always here when you need us…

• Arrangements in the comfort of your
•
•
•

own home, if preferred
Private Chapels of Rest
Prepaid funeral planning services
Traditional & contemporary funerals to
suit your wishes

3 Bullfields
SAWBRIDGEWORTH
01279 722476

79/81 South Street
BISHOP’S STORTFORD
01279 655477

enquiries@drobinson.co.uk ~ www.drobinson.co.uk

Sierra

HomeCare
Personal • Caring • Responsive

There's no place
like home...
Companionship
Home Help
Personal Care

…to receive care and support
to live your life, your way

Tel: 01279 501678

www.sierrahomecare.co.uk
CQC Registered
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After the Christmas and New Year break
our focus at the Gardens quickly moves
on to the jobs we need to get done
before our snowdrop season and to the
preparation for the rest of the year.
Our first jobs in the new year are to
finish winter pruning and tree planting.
We have planted many apple and pear
trees in the walled kitchen garden,
which need to be pruned in the winter,
to keep them in good shape and
productive. We have been planting
specimen trees too, to extend the
range of our collection: more flowering
cherries, acers and sorbus, amongst
others. But many of the trees in the
Gardens were planted in Victorian times
and some cannot expect to last for ever.
So, increasingly, we are also thinking
about succession planting, new for old.
And our archivist is planning to produce
more guides to our trees for visitors.
We will also be working on our
deadhedging around the edge of the

Gardens. Unfortunately the hedging is
unlikely to be good enough to keep out
the local deer population, so we will still
need to have wire cages around tender
plants and accept that we may not see
our early iris reticulata, which the deer
seem to find particularly tasty. We have
quite a few maintenance jobs to get on
with too. We hope there will be no down
time – but our work in January is very
much determined by whether it is icy,
wet or beautifully sunny and it can be any
of those!
Our snowdrop open days are planned
for Sunday 13, Thursday 17, Sunday 20
and Thursday 24 February. Tickets will
be available by mid-January.
We take on new volunteers year round,
so why not think about joining us as a
volunteer? We are always looking for
enthusiastic volunteers to help with
gardening, carpentry, cake baking
etc. There is more information on our
website: www.eastonlodge.co.uk.
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VST

PAINTING &
DECORATING
Laurence Baldwin

laurence@vstdecorating.co.uk
01279 491704
07989 968278
Fully Insured

Rural Ramblings
Cherry Mardell
We’re trying to adopt.... and from the
hours and hours of paperwork so far,
you might well think that we’re after
a child, not a dog! But, as any of you
who have also taken the first step
of acquiring a new pet, the road to
animal happiness is long and hard,
the pitfalls are many, and the results
are decidedly elusive.
If I have filled in one long, laborious
form giving my details and wishes,
I have filled in a dozen. And the net
result? Nothing! In most cases the
adoption societies don’t even bother
to acknowledge my application. I’ve
given my all, told numerous unknown
people all about me, my house, my
life, my hopes and fears. And the
result? Nothing!

And as for Battersea Dogs Home...
who doesn’t enjoy watching their
antics on the telly? I used to donate
to them monthly then, reckoning
Paul O’Grady was doing a grand
job at increasing their coffers, I
quit for another good cause. And
yes, I did apply to them too... but no
acknowledgement back! So when I
saw a Battersea dog representative
this week outside Harlow’s
Sainsburys, asking for donatons it was
as much as I could do not to walk up
and tell him that Battersea needs to
up its public relations!
And me? I’m still looking...watch
this space!!

Gilly B Interiors

I have searched websites galore,
hoping to find some dear ,middle
aged, dog, looking for a loving home.
And what is there? Very little ! So what
of all that talk about a glut of dogs ,
bought in the first flush of lockdown,
and now, when things were easing,
not wanted? It just isn’t true!!
What I have found is a glut of
puppies, all being sold for huge
sums, enormous numbers of dogs
from places like Romania, most of
which have numerous problems understandable when you read of
their previous, horrendous, lives.
And, sadly , greyhounds galore! Now,
were I much younger and fitter, a
greyhound would be ideal. But it isn’t
the breed of dog which gels well with
an OAP with a limp!!
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Bespoke, handmade curtains,
blinds & soft furnishings.
Interior design
No. 2 Duckling Lane, Sawbridgeworth,
CM21 9QA
01992 276082 / 07710 146941
www.interiorsbygillyb.com
enquiries@interiorsbygillyb.com
Tuesday-Friday 10am – 5pm Monday &
Saturday client appointment by request
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All repair work undertaken
24hr Roadside Recovery
Aircon Servicing
Body shop
And more

Call or Email Tracy on

Only £895 for
a fully fitted
electric door.

APPROVED

Gotta get a Garolla.

07521 977997

Garolla garage doors are strong
and solidly built. They’re made to
measure in our own UK factories.
The electric Garolla door rolls up
vertically taking up only 8 inches
inside your garage.
Our expert installers will fit your
new door and take away the old
one so there’s no mess.
Give us a call today and
we’ll come and measure up
completely Free.

learnpc@icloud.com
For ALL your PC / IPAD needs;
Repairs, Upgrades & Training

www.learnpc.co.uk

GOTTA GET A GAROLLA
NOW ONLY

£895

CALL US TODAY
ON 01279 510 098

WAS £1,354
INC VAT

WHAT’S INCLUDED WITH EVERY DOOR:

FREE EXPERT MEASURING & FITTING
TWO REMOTE CONTROLS
ACOUSTIC & THERMAL INSULATION
AVAILABLE IN 21 COLOURS
FREE DISPOSAL OF YOUR OLD DOOR
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Offer valid for openings up to
2.6m wide & inc: 2 remote
controls, 55mm white slats,
internal manual override.
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MOBILE
07537 149 128
www.garolla.co.uk

Parish Services January 2022

Benefice of: Little Hadham | Much Hadham | Albury

St
Andrew’s
Much
Hadham

Christmas 2

Baptism of
Christ

Epiphany 2

2nd Jan

9th Jan

16th Jan

9.15am

9.15am

9.15am

Holy
Communion

Holy
Communion

Steve

Steve

Communion
for all the
church
family

Epiphany 3

Epiphany 4

23rd Jan

30th Jan

7.30pm

9.15

9.15am

Week of
Prayer for
Christian
Unity

Holy
Communion

Holy
Communion

Steve

Steve

11.15am

11.15am

11.15am

Holy
Communion

Worship 4 All

Holy
Communion

Steve

St
Cecilia’s
Little
Hadham
St Mary’s
Albury

Other Dates:

Services
at other
Churches

Tuesday

18th Jan

Steve

Steve

Steve

Steve

11.15am

11.15am

Holy
Communion

Holy
Communion

Steve

Steve

8 am
BCP Holy
Communion
St Thomas
Perry Green
Michael

Wednesday 5th		

9.00am 		

Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)

Wednesday 12th

9.00am		

Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)

Saturday 15th		

4.30pm		

Messy Church at St Andrew's Church

Wednesday 19th

9.00am		

Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)

Wednesday 26th

9.00am		

Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)

Wednesday 26th

10.00am

Little Hadham Communion (Steve)

All are welcome to join our services which are now in Church - please book in:
rectorhightrees@btinternet.com or call: 01279 842609.
Sunday services are also streamed via Zoom at 9.15am.

