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Revd. Steve Bate

I’m writing after a thoroughly enjoyable,
Covid-safe, Messy Church. We’ve
had to adapt the format, not sharing
food together, staying together in our
family groups around allocated tables,
and using the space in our churches
creatively! Nevertheless, we’ve
continued to offer a way of being church
involving creativity, hospitality and
celebration – the aim of Messy Church.

There were lots of
other activities and
dancing along to
some of our favourite
worship songs (as we can’t sing indoors
yet, and it was raining outside!) We
finished off with an interactive version
of the Bible reading from Mathew
25.14-30. In this parable, Jesus
explained what a life lived with God
at the centre is like – discovering your
God-given gifts and talents, putting
them to use and seeing them grow.
He explained it using a story about
three servants charged with looking
after the money belonging to a man
while he went away. The first servant,
who received five bags of gold, put the
money to work and earned another five.
The second servant, who received two
bags of gold, put his money to work
and earned another two. The third
servant, who received one bag of gold,
hid it and didn’t ever put it to use. On
his return, the man who’d been away
congratulated the first two for their
good use of what they’d been given.
Moreover, he put them in charge of
even larger amounts of money. The
third one, who had one bag of gold and
never put it to use had it taken away
from him.

Each session has a particular theme
and this time it was Jesus’ parable of the
talents. Each activity has a message, like
the little money bags that children made
with their parents’ help containing some
(suitably quarantined) copper coins. The
message we shared was that God is
generous and gives us different things to
watch over – different abilities. It doesn’t
matter whether you have one coin or ten
coins. Those coins are like the gifts and
talents God has given you. They’re to be
put to use and shared with others – and
not lost through lack of use.
One of the children’s favourite activities
was our ‘hidden talents balloons’.
The balloons were filled with a little
bicarbonate of soda. Some vinegar was
poured into a small bottle. The balloon
was attached to the neck of the bottle
and tipped up so that the bicarbonate
of soda fell into the vinegar below. The
children were delighted to see the way
that their balloon inflated! The message
here was that God gives us all special
talents. Sometimes only you and God
know that they are there and what they
are. When you discover your talents and
use them, they will continue to grow –
just like the inflating balloon.

I wonder what gifts and talents
you have. Perhaps during this last
year you’ve discovered a talent for
something you never imagined. What
gifts and talents have you been given
and how will you put them to good use?
Every blessing.
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Prayer Chain

Rector of the Parish:

Within our congregations we have a
network of people who will receive
prayer requests. Whatever the
problem, worry, anxiety or personal
need, when received, it will be
forwarded to the people on the
chain who will pray immediately for
each request for a period of time.
All requests will be confidential.

Revd. Steve Bate
01279 842 609
muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com

Churchwarden:

Karin Green
01279 771 532
gouldburn.green@outlook.com

Editor:

Please ring anytime:
Janet: 842 671
Karin: 771 532
Alice 504 781

Anne Wright
littlehadhampn@gmail.com
To find out more about the life of our
Church, please visit our website:
www.riverashchurches.org.uk

Advertisements in the
Parish News

Editorial Deadline:

If you would like to advertise in
our magazine, please contact the
editor at: littlehadhampn@gmail.
com for more details.

All articles for inclusion, sponsorship
and copy and payment for advertising
in the next issue must be received by
the15th of the month.

The Parish News is funded and
distributed freely by St Cecila's
Church. We really appreciate the
support of all our advertisers to
help cover our overheads and
keep the Parish News in print. So
if you run a business or service
and would like to invest in your
local magazine and reach over
500 homes each month with your
product or service, we'd love to
hear from you. We offer ads at 4
different sizes and prices from a
full page to an eighth of a page,
with discounts for taking a year at
a time. We can also insert flyers
for a small fee. We are also open
to sponsorship and donations.

(BACS preferred, email the editor for
details.)
Editor reserves the right to edit copy
received and omit accompanying
pictures where necessary.
View the Parish News Online including
back issues: www.littlehadham.com

The magazine is written by
many contributors who report
for themselves or for a club or
organisation they represent. The
church and production team does not
necessarily agree with the opinions
aired in any article printed here.
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Cover Photo: Looking towards St Cecilia's Church

Letter from the Rectory

Down at the Doctors

Healthy Eating Recipe

Dr Paul Haimes

Dr Mihaly Saary

www.muchhadhamhealthcentre.co.uk

Despite the step-wise easing of
lockdown we are still being advised by
NHS England to continue with telephone
appointments primarily; only seeing
patients at the health centre following
assessment by a GP and based on
clinical need.

If you are a healthy under 50, you can
book your first dose, when you are
eligible, either online at: www.nhs.uk/
covid-vaccination or by calling 119; new
slots will be added frequently so just
keep checking back if you can’t find a
convenient time/place initially.

As most of you know, Much Hadham
HC has not closed during the pandemic.
Our dedicated nurses have run a full
childhood immunisation service, cervical
smear testing has continued and
patients needing dressings or injections
for various conditions have been seen.

The 5 local practices, of which we are
part, have run a fantastic Covid-19
vaccination service and are especially
grateful to all the volunteers who have
been involved in the car park, check
in, making appointments, making tea/
coffee etc. The doctors, pharmacists
and nurses would not have managed
without these wonderful people who
gave up their time free of charge. We
wholeheartedly applaud them.

Our dispensing services have also
continued, albeit with a few teething
problems at times, and the girls still
dispense 8500-9000 prescription items
per month. This represents 85-90% of
our turnover pre-Covid; the difference
mostly accounted for by elderly or
housebound patients requesting a
delivery service from local pharmacies.

ROASTED TOMATO AND
BUTTERNUT SQUASH
Source: family
Serves 4

o Kabucha or Butternut squash, cut into small cubes - 1
o Courgettes, cut into cubes – 2 pcs

o Garlic, sliced or roughly chopped - 10 cloves
o Tomatoes – ‘on the vine’ are best,
cut into eights – 8 medium
or cherry tomatoes – 300g
o Spaghetti, linguine or fettuccini - 200g
o Corn (on the cob) (optional) - 1
o Toasted Pine nuts (optional)

roast in the preheated oven for 1 hour.
Half way through, take it out and
redistribute.

We hope, and expect, to be able to
see more patients face to face in the
relatively near future but this will need to
follow NHSE guidance and be phased in
gradually. We envisage continuing with
telephone appointments as well as socalled “normal” ones and I doubt that we
will ever go back to the packed waiting
rooms that were common before the
pandemic, along with the dodgy infection
control that entailed!
Sadly, the vaccination clinics run at BSFC
by the 5 local practices will come to an
end on June 1st and is being taken over
by HCT (Hertfordshire Community Trust)
who have previously been running the
clinics at the Avanti School in BS.

VM02

Preheat oven to
225C (fan 200C)
1. Put all the
vegetables in a
roasting tin with
generous olive oil,
salt, pepper and
mixed herbs and
mix

around

to

2. 15 minutes before the end, boil the spaghetti. Drain and
tip into the above mixture and stir thoroughly so all the
spaghetti gets covered. Add extra olive oil and even a few
tablespoons of boiling water if it's a little dry.
NB: You can do it with Fettuccini or Linguine (the latter
preferable).
Optional:
3. Add roasted corn before mixing in the spaghetti.
To roast the corn, put the grill onto high and place corn as
close as possible to grill, turning until evenly cooked and
starting to brown. Then slice off the kernels with a sharp
knife.
To Serve
Top with toasted pine nuts (optional)
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Little Hadham Parish Council
Carole Page

www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk

The Parish Council Meetings will
be back in the VILLAGE HALL from
the 1st June, with some restrictions
in place. But the Chair of the Village
Hall has worked hard to make
the hall Covid friendly. It is a safe
environment to meet, where there
will be social distancing, wearing
of masks and one way in and out.
If you wish to join this meeting,
contact the Clerk as we need to
ensure we do not go above 30
people – clerklittlehadham@gmail.
com or 07825 011975.

what it was - Ed.) and currently at
the Bypass site office awaiting its
relocation. We just need approval
from Herts County Council for it to be
sited by the Village sign and pump.
Hertfordshire puddingstone is a
conglomerate sedimentary rock
composed of rounded flint pebbles
cemented together by a younger
matrix of silica quartz. The distinctive
rock is largely confined to Bucks
and Herts. It is an entirely natural
silcrete. The flints were eroded
from the surrounding chalk beds
some 56 million years ago in the
Eocene epoch and were transported
by water action to beaches, where
they were rounded by wave erosion
and graded by size. A lowering
of sea levels and general drying
during a brief arid period known as
the Paleocene–Eocene Thermal
Maximum drew out silica from
surrounding rocks into the water
immersing the flint pebbles. Further
drying precipitated the silica which
hardened around the pebbles,
trapping them in the matrix.

At the 6th July meeting, the new
restrictions will apply – whatever
they are!
Agendas are posted on
noticeboards and the Little
Hadham Parish Council website.

We have a Pudding Stone
Found by a local resident by the
new Bypass site (after reading
The Hundred Parish article in our
February issue and recognising

you’ve never taken a look inside one
of our phone boxes now might be
the time.
No one has come forward to help
with doing a bit of a refurb on
the phone boxes so far. If anyone
could spare a couple of hours
for sanding and repainting and
generally brightening them up a
bit please get in touch with me at
carolynwestlakelhpc@gmail.com
with some gifts and flowers to mark
the occasion.

Congratulations to Eileen Booth
On the 26th April Eileen Booth
our very own postmistress,
celebrated 25 years of service to the
community. Congratulations!

The post office is open on
Tuesdays and Thursdays
between 9am and 11am and
would welcome your support.

Some members from the village hall
and the parish council surprised her

Book Exchange Update
We do love to read in Little Hadham!
And clearing our books out during
lockdown! On Monday, I took
around 16 boxes to the Isobel
Hospice warehouse in Welwyn
Garden City and now the Book
Exchange can get back to its normal
ebb and flow. There are some
cracking good books to read and if
6

Have a Hadham.
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Little Hadham Village Hall News
Jan Williamson

chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk

We have, at long last, made it to the month
where we hope to see major changes in
the way we go about our daily lives. We
have been working so hard with our valued
volunteers to get the hall ready for action.
The floor has had a temporary repair and
the badminton lines have been re-painted.
So a big thank you to our volunteers who
have pulled together to support us in our
quest to safely open again.

We still need your financial support to
enable us to complete the replacement
of all our windows, fire doors and main
entrance door.

•

Regular 2nd Thursday in the month
Coffee mornings 10th June, 8th July
and so on 10am – 12 noon must be
booked until after 21st June!

•

Return of Red Chair Cinema Club

•

Craft Fair - September

The Ford, Little Hadham SG11 2BP

Part of The Ash Valley Community Hub Initiative

Digital /IT/ Tech / Zoom / Electronic
communication / Apps / Facebook /
NHS online / E shopping and banking
Do you need to know more?
We are arranging sessions for complete
beginners or those wanting to be able to
do more in this digital world.

Coming soon:Digital Improvers Club

Village Hall

Little Hadham Digital
Improvers Group

There has been a delay in the installation
of the chain for the closure of the car park
in the evening which hopefully will be
installed in June. Signage will be put up to
specify timings of the car park.

•

Little Hadham

First workshop Wednesday 9th June
in the village hall. 2:00 -3:30
Topics & Hands on sessions
•

Short talk on scams and security

•

On line shopping

•

Using Zoom

•

Using E consult to access your GP

You will be able to use technology with
guidance / support / advice from your
local digital champions.

Over the coming months we aim to open
up our kitchen for a more regular usage
which will allow residents to come and
access our information, have assisted use
of a computer and printer or just to use a
helpline which will connect with a number
of service providers whilst being able
to have a cuppa and a chat in the back
meeting room or indeed use the area that
we are creating outside.

Are you a crafter or do you know someone who is?
We are looking for crafters to book a stall at
our Art and Craft Fair this September
- New and experienced crafters welcome - Let us know what craft you will be selling on your stall - Large and small tables available - Craft stalls located inside and outside of the hall - Email to receive full details For details full please email: vice-chair@littlehadhamvillagehall.com

This first workshop is part of a series
taking place in June, July and September
If demand is high, and exceeds placesdo not worry- workshops will be repeated
If you are interested and want to
book your place, please contact Jan
Williamson - details below.
Booking is essential so we can space
out to be Covid- secure

We are still looking for a Minute’s
Secretary with some urgency as our
secretary is moving away from the village.

Contact: – vice-chair@littlehadhamvillagehall.com or phone – 07789 098071

For further information on any of the above please contact Jan Williamson:
chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk or 01279 771 272
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Let us know if you would like to be contacted via email about future events.
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Little Hadham Afternoon Teas
Wendy Forgham

wendyforgham@hotmail.com
the past year, because without your
help Little Hadham Afternoon Teas
would be unable to continue.
If you are over 60, possibly vulnerable,
isolated or unable to join us and would
like to have one of our Afternoon Tea
boxes delivered to your door, please
contact me with your name, address,
phone or email details.

Scruffs to Crufts
Mobile Dog Grooming Service
Contact Sam on: 07521 949 765
Warm Hydro Bath
Shampoo & Turbo Dry
Nail Clipping

Ear Cleaning
Ear Plucking
Hand Stripping

De-Shedding
Clipping
Anal Gland Expressing

Baths from £20 - £40 | Full Groom from £30 - £65 | Hand-stripping from £50
Prices may vary according to your dogs needs and size!

All your pet grooming needs delivered to your door - covering Essex & East Hertfordshire

I look forward to seeing you all soon
Very best wishes, Wendy

IT’S PARTY TIME!!
Thursday 24th June is officially
booked for the return of

_scruffstocrufts_

Scruffs to Crufts

Whether big or small we groom them all!

Little Hadham Afternoon Teas
to the Village Hall.

LTH Waste Removal
Effluent & Liquid Waste Removal

It has been over a year since we
last met so we would love to see as
many of you as possible for a Special
Celebration Afternoon Tea.

HAND CARVED MEMORIALS

This will of course be dependent
on the scheduled lifting of Covid
restrictions.
If for any reason we are unable to go
ahead with our plans to return to the
hall, then Afternoon Tea boxes will
continue to be offered for delivery.

Your local service provider for all effluent and
liquid waste removal including:
• Cesspits
• Septic tanks
• Klargesters and Bio disks

ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 10 YEARS
A local craftsman making
beautiful memorials in
stone and wood using traditional
tools and techniques

Meanwhile, I would like to thank you
all for your generous donations over

LTH provides a personal, professional and efficient
service at a very competitive rate.
For a free quotation, and site visit if required,
please call us on:
01279 504638
01371 873003

07701 027042
Pardon Mill, Harlow, Essex, CM20 2HP
simonlangs@hotmail.co.uk
www.simonlangsdalelettercarver.co.uk

Contact details:
T: 01279 776 112 | M: 07817 633 713 | E: wendyforgham@hotmail.com
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or email:
info@luxurytoilethire.co.uk

HOUSE SIGNS BIRDBATHS BENCHES PLAQUES
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Cristina Harrison
hadham.museum@btinternet.com

Collection News:
A recent house clearance in Little
Hadham has produced a wonderful
collection of hand-written ledgers
and maps relating to 19th century
tithes. They have now been donated
to the museum.
Over the coming months, their
contents will be catalogued and their
delicate condition assessed. They
will be photographed and packed
into acid-free storage to keep their
condition stable.

Keeping in touch with audiences and
sharing our collections while we have
been closed has been a challenge
for our small museum. We’ve hosted
an online Advent Calendar, forecourt
displays and joined in with lots of
social media campaigns. Our new
online exhibition “small museum BIG
STORIES” launches very soon on our
website at www.hadhammuseum.
org.uk. The exhibition highlights
some of the extraordinary and
touching histories that objects in our
collection have revealed. Please give
it a virtual visit and let us know what
you think. Feedback is essential for
us to continue to develop our services
and demonstrate to funders that our
local communities and visitors value
what we do!

During this work we will be able
to establish the cost of preserving
and caring for the documents in the
long-term and the environmental
conditions that they will need.
This will most likely include
conservation fees for which funding
will have to be raised.
If you would like to volunteer to help
with this local project, please get
in touch using the details below to
register your interest. We hope to
have the museum fully open when
COVID restrictions end on June 21st.

hadham.museum@btinternet.com | 01279 843301 | 07483 113345
www.hadhammuseum.org.uk 		
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@HadhamMuseum
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Get to Know Your Local Businesses
This Month: J. Oliver Radley Opticians
Welcome to our new feature where each month we will bring you an article from
one of our lovely advertisers. Allowing you to get to know the face behind the name,
and learn more about them and their business. We are hugely grateful to all our
advertisers who help keep this magazine in print for you. Please support them as
much as you can and always let them know that you spotted their ad here in the LH
Parish News!
This month you may have noticed a few new adverts in the magazine. We have been
reaching out to some new businesses including those in neighbouring villages. My
in-laws have just moved to Buntingford and it has been a revelation to me both how
close it is to us here in Little Hadham and also what a vibrant array of shops and
businesses are there. I recommend a trip to check it out if you haven't already.

Established in 2004 by James Oliver
Radley BSc (Hons) F.B.D.O. James is a
Qualified Dispensing Optician, trained
at Anglia Ruskin University.
James and the team welcome
everyone from Buntingford and
surrounding villages, including Little
Hadham to the practice. Whatever
your visual requirement, style, sport or
budget, please think of J Oliver Radley
Opticians as somewhere you can be
comfortable to ask for advice and get
the right product for the right job.
If you already own a pair of spectacles
that you really love or if you simply
want to keep prices down, then you’ll

Your independent local optician
Spectacles Sunglasses Sports eyewear
Contact lenses Reading spectacles

be pleased to know that we can
professionally re-glaze your existing
frames with new lenses that we
supply, or source to order – just come
in and ask.

Our mission
As your local independent practice,
J. Oliver Radley Opticians strives to
provide an excellent service that’s
tailored to your individual optical
needs. We welcome both private and
NHS patients, whatever your visual
requirements for fashion, sports, style,
UV protection and budget may be.
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Open Tuesday to Saturday:
8:00am to 6:30pm

J. Oliver Radley Opticians
36 High Street,
Buntingford,
SG9 9AQ

T: 01763 273300

www.radleyopticians.com
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Notes from a Small Garden
Jono Forgham

Canada Geese Family

The weather continues to offer very
little encouragement for wildlife at
present. Very few moths are emerging
and flying, hoverflies and damselfies
which should now be on the wing in
good numbers are virtually non existent
and very few butterflies are being
recorded at the moment.
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Great Crested Grebe
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Cuckoo Flower

Swallow

Hopefully, the temperatures will improve
as we go into the end of May and
hopefully, a dry and warm June.

Dark Edged Bee Fly

Trips away have found me in Norfolk
and Lackford Lakes in Suffolk. Latter
is a splendid reserve with woodland
and wetland habitats and here I
encountered my first cuckoo of the
year. I have received reports of one in
the Westland Green/Wellpond Green
area but am yet to hear one locally.
Anyone heard one yet?

Yellow Wagtail

Common Sandpiper

Whitethroat

Cinnabar

Fox

Moth numbers are markedly down by
over 35% on this time last year and April
2021 has now been officially marked as
the worst April in living memory. On a
brighter note, I have recorded several
Painted Lady butterflies locally and
encountered plenty on a day trip to
North Norfolk on the 12th May. Reports
from Dungeness of this migratory insect
arriving over the channel in their 100’s
hints at a Painted Lady invasion year.
Keep an eye out for this large butterfly
in your garden. Photo below. These will
have flown north from their breeding
grounds on the Iberian peninsula and
North Africa, an event that occurs once
every 10 years or so.

Yellowhammer

jforgham@hotmail.com
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Cover Photos

Little Hadham
Pantomime Group
Will we? Won’t we? Can we?
Should we?

Yes, yes, yes, We can!
Scenery is being designed, music
is being chosen, costumes are
being designed, fx and slap will
be ordered.
What we need now are people!
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We start in September
on Thursday evenings at
7.30 p.m.
So reserve the night in your
diaries—it’s fun it’s hard work,
but oh yes, it’s worth every
minute.
Watch this space, more details
in next month’s Parish News

18

19

The Hundred Parishes Society
Tricia Moxey

HERTFORD TV SERVICE

www.hundredparishes.org.uk

As summer arrives, we hope that
readers will continue to enjoy the
walks listed on the website www.
hundredparishes.org.uk. These
varied routes provide a wonderful
opportunity to appreciate the
variety of wildflowers growing in
field margins, hedgerows, verges,
churchyards and village greens.

Tel: 01992 552955 www.hertfordtvservice.co.uk

golden petals of a great variety of
Buttercups. The tall Ox-eye Daisy
is often present where wildflower
mixtures have been sown. In recent
years these have become a common
sight beside new roadways.
The types of wild flower I have
listed can be seen and enjoyed
almost everywhere in the Hundred
Parishes. There are many more
varieties to be seen and occasionally
something quite rare. For smart
phone users there are apps to help
with identification, but we do not have
to be experts to appreciate and enjoy
nature’s abundance.

After this season’s chilly start, the
warmer days have encouraged an
abundance of flowers to provide
essential nectar and pollen to
support visiting pollinators. With
the increasing concern about the
alarming reduction in insect numbers,
many of those caring for green spaces
have adopted the ‘NO MOW IN MAY’
approach to grass maintenance,
where the uncut grassy places can
support a surprisingly large number of
different native species. Their flowers
add variety to these areas and the
bees benefit as well!

TRUSTED
STANDON BASED
WILL WRITER
Will Writing & Trusts
Lasting Power of
Attorneys (LPA’s)

Wayside plants such as Stinging
Nettles, Goosegrass (the long, hairy
plant that sticks to your socks) and
Cow Parsley thrive alongside lanes
and tracks. Cow parsley, with its splay
of tiny white flowers, can grow as high
as a person. A touch of pink is often
added by the flowers of Red Campion,
also known as Bachelor’s Buttons as it
might have been worn as a buttonhole
by unmarried men.

Probate
Administration
Inheritance Tax and
Estate Planning
Providing a professional, friendly service,
I offer free advice and will guide you
through your options.
Member of The Society
of Will Writers

www.dqrwillsandprobate.co.uk
01920 747208 | emma@dqrwillsandprobate.co.uk

Common bright yellow flowers
include Dandelions and the shiny

See my recent reviews on Facebook: @dqrwillsprobate
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MEMBER

DIGITAL FREEVIEW AERIAL INSTALLATIONS
EXTRA TV POINTS and SKY PLAYBACK
AERIAL REPAIRS and STORM DAMAGE
DAB/FM AERIALS and COMMUNAL TV SYSTEMS
FREESAT HD, SKY+HD and SKY Q
HIDDEN DISH SPECIALISTS and FOREIGN SATELLITE
PLASMA/LCD/LED TV, AUDIO and DVD REPAIRS
TV WALL INSTALLATIONS and HIDDEN CABLES
WIRELESS BURGLAR INTRUDER ALARM SYSTEMS
CCTV SYSTEMS IN FULL HD – WATCH ON YOUR TABLET OR
SMART PHONE ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD
• WIFI ACCESS POINTS and DATA NETWORK DISTRIBUTION
• SONOS and HOME CINEMA AUDIO SPECIALISTS
• VIDEO DOOR ENTRY and INTERCOM SYSTEMS

UNIT 1B, FOXHOLES AVENUE, HERTFORD SG13 7JG

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 1979 • ALL WORK FULLY GUARANTEED

DANIEL ROBINSON & SONS
Independent Family Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons
Est 1892

Always here when you need us…

• Arrangements in the comfort of your
own home, if preferred

• Private Chapels of Rest
• Prepaid funeral planning services
• Traditional & contemporary funerals to
suit your wishes

3 Bullfields
SAWBRIDGEWORTH
01279 722476

79/81 South Street
BISHOP’S STORTFORD
01279 655477

enquiries@drobinson.co.uk ~ www.drobinson.co.uk
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Heard It Through The Grapevine
Platon Loizou

www.fouracresestate.co.uk

graphic design

Hello! I’m a graphic designer based in the
village. I specialise in helping small
businesses reach their full potential and
attact new audiences.
Branding & Logo Design
Leaflets, Posters, Brochures, Reports
Web Design & Social Media
Packaging
Adverts & Marketing
Copywriting & Typesetting

Traditional Pole and Clear
Span Frame marquees for
any occasion

Does your branding reflect your
unique personality?

www.eclecticmarquees.co.uk
01279 655386
07548 704236

www.thehumbleline.com
anne@thehumbleline.com

Follow me thehumbleline to see my latest
projects, design tips & more.

The Apple Trees , Looking Amazing
The Trees are beginning to blossom,
they are looking amazing. The frost has
not had any effect whatsoever . Tim
Sargie cut the grass with his new lawn
mower. The Orchard is looking it’s best.
We need to keep the grass as short
as possible to control the mildew in
the vineyard. It’s great to see the trees
come to life. Let’s see what the season
will bring.

The nicest thing about having a
small vineyard is you are always
planning for next season what ever
the weather will bring. We need to be
positive and optimistic. Let’s see how
things will progress.

VST

PAINTING &
DECORATING

The 2018 vintage was the best so far
and we have a good supply of both our
Rose and Blanc de Blancs. Whatever
happens this season we have a good
supply maturing to supply the people
who have discovered our wine & cider.

The Vineyard - Frost Frost Frost
As you gardeners are aware we had
an absolutely freezing April. Last
year the vines budded in April. So far
(writing on the 14 May) there is very
little movement. The growth should
be the size of a hand by now. We are
going to need a really good summer
followed by an amazing autumn to get
any type of crop this season.

Laurence Baldwin

We are looking forward to see what
the season will bring.

laurence@vstdecorating.co.uk
01279 491704
07989 968278
Fully Insured
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Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
Anne Willett

All repair work undertaken
24hr Roadside Recovery
Aircon Servicing
Body shop
And more

Best Plants for Hanging Baskets

lightweight peat free compost and mix
in slow release fertiliser granules and
water-retaining gel before planting.
Plant it up with a mixture of upright
and trailing plants in complementary
colours for a complete co-ordinated
look. Put your basket up in late spring
after all risk of frost has passed for a
long lasting summer display.

1. Calibrachoa
2. Lobelia
3. Osteospermum
4. Diascia
5. Begonia
6. Pelargonium
7. Petunia
9. Strawberries

We love to hear your gardening
queries, if you have any questions
about your garden or plants please
email them to us at:

10. Creeping Jenny

littlehadhampn@gmail.com

There are many styles of hanging
baskets to chose from. Use a

and Anne will get back to you.

8. Tomatoes
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The Anne Robinson Trust Helpline
Mandy Chilvers

www.annerobsontrust.org.uk

St Mary the Virgin Roof Appeal

Chris Stead

being on the end of the phone made a
huge difference. “I was losing my dad to
cancer and feeling at my lowest ebb. The
pain I felt was overwhelming, but speaking
to the lovely people on the helpline helped
me though the awful days, for me, hearing
that kind voice and being able to just chat
freely really helped.”

If you or someone close to you is dying,
you can talk to us
‘No one deserves to die alone’
The Anne Robson Trust has launched a
telephone helpline to provide support to
people who are struggling with the
imminent death of someone they
care about.

Our telephone helpline is manned by
specially trained volunteers to support
people across the UK.

Losing someone close can affect us in
many different ways, but many of the
physical and emotional impacts often
come before the loss of life itself. It can be
so hard to talk about all of the emotions
we may experience during the time it
takes for a loved one to die.

The Anne Robson Trust Telephone
Helpline 0808 801 0688
Lines are open: Monday to Friday 12-6pm
Calls are completely free from all UK
landlines and mobiles

People facing the end of life, whether their
own or a loved one’s, need support during
what can often be a deeply isolating time.

To find out more please visit our website
www.annerobsontrust.org.uk

For Elise*, having a warm, kind human

*Callers’ details have been changed to protect privacy

St. Mary the Virgin, Furneux
Pelham.

Just Giving Page:
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/jgawthrope?utm_id=1&utm_
term=g9RgNaeJX

Planning Permission Granted for
Replacement Roofs.

Or by bank transfer to:

The Parochial Church Council has
approval from all the regulatory authorities
to replace the stolen lead with Terne
Coated Stainless Steel. The accepted
tender is £97,000 including fees.

PCC of Furneux Pelham Restoration
Account. Sort code: 30-90-84 - Account
Number: 00041298
If you donate by bank transfer and are a
UK Tax payer, please ask a PCC member
for a Gift Aid Form. Please complete and
return. This enables us to recover a further
£25 for every £100 donated.

Thank you to everyone who gave so
generously at fund raising events or by
donating, together with reserves we have
£68,000 towards the costs.
These are difficult times, and all of us have
many calls on our finances, but we remain
£29,000 short to commence the works and
save the building from further damage.

For alternative ways to donate, please
contact a PCC member below.
Thank you.

Once more we are appealing for help,
any donation however small would be
gratefully received.

Rev’d Julie Gawthrope (01920-823531),
Malcolm Ewen (01279-777530),
Christopher Stead (01279-778001)
Mark Haverson (01279-777789)
Roger Phillips (01279-771983)

To support our appeal please make your
donation to:
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Talking Bowls...or Something

Sierra

HomeCare

Jack

Personal • Caring • Responsive

There's no place
like home...

Call or Email Tracy on

07521 977997

learnpc@icloud.com
For ALL your PC / IPAD needs;
Repairs, Upgrades & Training

Companionship
Home Help
Personal Care

www.learnpc.co.uk

…to receive care and support
to live your life, your way

Tel: 01279 501678

www.sierrahomecare.co.uk
CQC Registered

Locally  based  lawn  care  
services  and  bespoke  
treatment  programmes

As they say at the races - They're
Off - and so are our inter-club League
competitions. With 2020 wiped out
it is a relief to be back with some
meaningful bowling and perhaps
more importantly, social contact.

For these opening games, club
houses have not been available
under Covid rules but the relaxation
as of 17 May means we will at last
be able to get together and socialise
with the opposing team over a drink
and nibbles after each match come
rain or shine. I'll drink to that!

Our first contest was our Seniors
squad of two triples against Thaxted
at home on 4th May. Unfortunately
we lost in both games with an overall
"shot score" of 23 to Thaxted's 30.
No points there then but a strong
performance in wet conditions away
to Bishops Stortford on 13 May saw
us take 4 of the 6 points available by
winning on one rink and an overall
"shot score" of 38 to 20

We will however be cautious with our
eyes on any unwelcome variants of
this devastating pandemic - none of
us will want to go through that again.
Two new members joined us at the
beginning of the season and both
new to bowls. If you fancy trying your
hand with no commitment give Ken
a call on 842637 you will be made
very welcome.

Our first weekend friendly match was
at home to Hoddesdon Rosehill. This
time the gods were kind for the sun
shone brightly and we won 2 of the
3 triples with total "shot score" of 53
to 43. Win or lose the best bit was
being there in the sunshine, enjoying
others company and at last believing
we are back on the path to normality.

Specialists  in:
 

Weed  &  Moss  Control

 

    

Top  Dressing

Disease  Diagnosis
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Lawn  Pests

Rats  &  Mice

Moles

Bees  &  Wasps

+44  (0)  7725415826

Fresh, local, seasonal, food, artisan bread
& organic veg boxes, ethical homewares

info@supalawns.com

OPENING

Bathroom Renovations, Boiler Installation & Servicing,
General Plumbing

supalawns.com

M: 07966 078371
E: Jamie@sjsplumbingandheating.co.uk
W: www.sjs-plumbingandheating.com

HOURS

Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Saturday:

10am - 5pm,
10am - 5pm,
11am- 5pm
8.30am - noon*

* Except the last Saturday in the month, when
you will find us running the Farmers' Market
at Little Hadham Primary School
Order fresh bread, veg boxes & weekly specials online at:-

little-hadham-stores.simpleshop.com
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Jill Goldsmith
www.eastonlodge.co.uk

Gilly B Interiors

Bespoke, handmade curtains, blinds & soft furnishings.
Interior design

No. 2 Duckling Lane, Sawbridgeworth, CM21 9QA
01992 276082 / 07710 146941 www.interiorsbygillyb.com enquiries@interiorsbygillyb.com
Tuesday-Friday 10am – 5pm Monday & Saturday client appointment by request

Your local independent Wine Merchant
We stock a selection of more than
200 wines from most French wine
regions including Bordeaux, Loire
Valley, a few international gems,
Champagne & Cognac.
Delivery to all UK addresses.
We have 6 bottle mixed
cases starting at £58. Email
us for full private catalogue
or contact Thibault on the
details below.

Free delivery to
the Hadham’s
& surrounding
villages from 12
bottles.

If you love life, then you’ll love
The Wine Story Club
info.wine.story@gmail.com
2 Hadham Hall, Little Hadham, SG11 2AU
07921 770 691 |
thewinestoryclub

www.thewinestoryclub.com
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I like to look back when I write these
news pieces – this time last year we were
beginning to welcome volunteers back
into the Gardens but couldn’t yet tell when
we would have visitors. Now we have
already had our first visitors, for the April
Open Day which was a lovely sunny day
enjoyed by all; and on the first few Open
Thursdays, when visitors can come and
see the volunteers at work, without the
frills of catering and children’s activities.
By June, hopefully lockdowns will be a
distant memory and we will have normal
beautiful late Spring weather. We will
be joined at the 27 June Open Day by
Jono Forgham local naturalist, who will
show visitors the bugs in the Gardens;
and by the RSPB, Essex Bat Group, Essex
Wildlife Trust and the Woodland Trust. Our
beekeepers, local coppicers and a local
woodturner will also be with us.
Assuming we have a bit more rain by June,
the Gardens should be looking gorgeous
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and we may have some early produce
from the walled kitchen garden on sale, as
well as the usual plant and jam stalls. Key
plants around the Gardens in early June
are common orchids, the philadelphus,
allegedly planted by the Countess and on
good years the lovely false acacia – they
may be late this year? Towards the end of
June there should be roses and waterlilies.
In the walled kitchen garden, we might
expect the squashes to be starting to
spread out and perhaps climbing up the
hazel A-Frames erected for them? And we
may be able to harvest potatoes and the
first dwarf green beans.
Open Days are now by ticket only,
obtainable through the Gardens website:
www.eastonlodge.co.uk or our Facebook
page or direct from Trybooking. Open
Thursdays do not currently require tickets
and details of the more limited offer on
Thursdays can be found on our website.

Stop Stansted Expansion
info@stopstanstedexpansion.com
Time To Call A Halt To Airport
Expansion
United Message from Airport
Campaign Groups across the UK
In a major breakthrough for airport
campaign groups across the UK, the
Government has finally agreed that all
aviation emissions are to be subject
to legal limits under the Climate
Change Act.
Stop Stansted Expansion (SSE)
Chairman Peter Sanders commented:
"This is a major cause for celebration
and something we have long argued
for. The Government finally seems
to have recognised that if we are
serious about tackling climate
change, the environmental damage
caused by the aviation sector can
no longer be ignored."
In the wake of the Government's
announcement, campaign groups at
the eight major UK airports currently
threatened by expansion, have written
to Transport Secretary Grant Shapps
and Communities Secretary Robert
Jenrick calling for an immediate
moratorium on airport expansion on
climate change grounds.
SSE has also sent a further submission
to the Planning Inspectors who
presided over the recent Stansted
Public Inquiry, highlighting this
important shift in Government policy
and arguing that it would be wholly
inconsistent with this policy to approve
further expansion of Stansted.
32

www.stopstanstedexpansion.com
At this stage there is still no indication
as to when the Inspectors will
announce their decision on the
Stansted Public Inquiry, or what that
decision will be.
The Government decision to bring
aviation emissions fully into a legal
framework is in line with one of the
key recommendations made by
the independent Climate Change
Committee (CCC) last December.
Another key CCC recommendation
was that there should be no further
expansion of UK airport capacity
unless and until the sector could
demonstrate that it had reduced
its carbon emissions sufficiently to
accommodate additional demand.
The CCC concluded that, even with
the aviation industry’s projections of
new aviation biofuels and improved
aircraft efficiency, the demand for
flying would still need to be limited if
the UK is to meet its climate change
commitments.
Peter Sanders concluded: "For far
too long the aviation industry has had
a free pass on its carbon emissions
which has allowed it unlimited
expansion regardless of its impact on
climate change. Tax free fuel and a
blanket exemption from paying VAT
are other examples of the favoured
treatment granted to the aviation
industry. Finally, aviation will be
expected to play its part like everyone
else, at least in terms of emissions. The
days of unlimited aviation expansion
may now be coming to an end."
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S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

"  #

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling
Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves
Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance
22 Years’ Carpentry experience

!"#$%%$&'()**)+',&-'-$.(/)+(*,*-%.(
Excellent opportunities for pupils
01$2(3455(6$0+.7((
aged 3-11 years
8&4.-'$(#0+$(*+)9-.-)&(/+):(
Care provision from
;7<=0:(')(>73?*:
7.45am
to 6.00pm.

07971 228735

Contact 01279 771285 or
@)&'0#'&23456&553478()+
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk
02:-&A%-''%$B02B0:7B$+'.7.#B7,C
/)+(:)+$(2$'0-%.
for more details

s.southgatecarpentryservices
@hotmail.co.uk

A "
‘Good’
school that nurtures a love
#!
for
learning OFSTED
2018
$
 
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk
!!!
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Rural Ramblings
Cherry Mardell
Like them or loathe ’em... but cyclists
are the bane of MY life. And when I
read about the plans to promote cycling,
indeed, to encourage everyone to cycle
to work, I realise that the whole country
is going potty! My dislike of them
started in my horse -riding days, when
a cyclist would come up behind us,
and, with no warning, race by – narrowly
missing death when my horse, might
spook, usually towards the cyclist.

WOOD
BRIQUETTES

Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services

Office: 01279 771462
Mobile: 07990 770883

High burn temperatures,
Safe for wood burners,
Very low ash content,
Clean to handle

• Chimney sweeping
• Stove installation
• Maintenance & repairs
• Pots & cowls fitted
• Certificates issued
• Free estimates

£3 per bag collected from
Furneux Pelham or
£5 per bag free local
delivery (min order
vapplies)

bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk
richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk

For more info please call
01279 777666 or email
janbor@btconnect.com

Now, as a mature driver, I still hate them
as they seem to regard the open road
as belonging to them. They cycle two
abreast (yes, I know that is for their
safety), down little country lanes, quite
happy to allow me to limp along behind
at, if I’m lucky, 20 miles an hour for mile
upon mile. And when I do try and pass,
they glance up with a look of hatred.
We also have the added joy of seeing
them kitted out in suitable finery. They
buy all the gear, not just the mandatory
helmet, but a whole host of cyclingclothing usually branded stuff which
isn’t cheap. Then there are the water
bottles, the neatly packed spare kit, the
waterproofs... the list is endless!

We don’t see our youngest grandkids
often enough but when we do it always
brings something special into our
lives. Take today, when they left, I was
told to look at my computer. Fearing
the worst I looked and there, on top
of it, was a note ‘Best Nan Award’. It
informed me that she hoped I have the
best day , but if things didn’t turn out
like that, she was on the end of her
phone and she kept me in her heart.
With grandkids like that, how lucky
are we!

JORDAN OIL BURNER SERVICES
ESTABLISHED 1968

An independent oil boiler commissioning,
servicing & breakdown company
OFTEC Registered
All our vans carry a range of genuine boiler spares
81 Lingfield Road, Stevenage, Herts SG1 5SQ

Tel: 01438 355583 / Mob: 07831 364607

www.jordanoil.co.uk

On main roads they are a disaster just
waiting to happen. They take chances
all the time, while the car driver worries
that he/she might, by chance, hit
said cyclist and then immediately be
deemed to be the guilty party.
Add to all that the fact that while we, the
drivers, pay huge amounts of money for
the privilege of being allowed to drive
on our roads, the cyclist pays nothing,
zilch! Is that fair I ask you?

All prices are inclusive of VAT
charged at 5%
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Parish Services June 2021

Benefice of: Little Hadham | Much Hadham | Albury

St
Andrew’s
Much
Hadham

Trinity 1

Trinity 2

Trinity 3

Trinity 4

6th June

13th June

20th June

27th June

9.15am

9.15am

9.15am

9.15am

Holy
Communion

Holy
Communion

Holy
Communion

Holy
Communion

Steve

Steve

Steve

Steve

St
Cecilia’s
Little
Hadham
St Mary’s
Albury

Services
at other
Churches

11.15am

11.15am

Holy
Communion

Holy
Communion

Steve

Steve

11.15am

11.15am

Holy
Communion

Holy
Communion

Steve

Steve

8 am
BCP Holy
Communion
St Thomas
Perry Green
Michael

Other Dates:
Wednesday 2nd		
9.00am 		
Wednesday 9th		
9.00am 		
Wednesday 16th		
9.00am 		
Saturday 19th		
4.30pm 		
Wednesday 23rd 		
9.00am		
			10.00am

Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)
Midweek Service via Zoom (Steve)
Midweek Service via Zoom (Steve)
Messy Church in St Andrew's Church
Midweek Service via Zoom (Steve)
Little Hadham Communion (Steve)

All are welcome to join our services which are now in Church - please
book in. Sunday services are also streamed via Zoom at 9.15am
To book in and for Zoom details and link please contact the Rectory:
rectorhightrees@btinternet.com or call: 01279 842609.

