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Revd. Steve Bate

Where were you when you heard about
the death of HRH Prince Philip, The
Duke of Edinburgh? We were with my
daughter and grandchildren – able to see
each other once again in the garden. I
thought I heard the buzz of an alert on
my mobile phone. Picking it up to take a
look revealed the headline bearing the
sad news. We knew Prince Philip had
been very ill but the news still came as a
shock. I think Princess Anne expressed
the shock we also may feel when a loved
one dies: ‘You know it’s going to happen
but you are never really ready.’

The Duke of
Edinburgh's Award,
which he founded in
1956, has inspired
generations of young people to help
others and instilled in them a vision for
citizenship and a desire to serve their
communities. His work with countless
charities and organisations reflected
his wide- ranging, global interests in
topics including wildlife, sport, design,
engineering and inter-faith dialogue.”
We remembered Prince Philip as the
bells in our churches were tolled 99
times at midday on the day after he died,
and a bell was tolled in Much Hadham
during the hour before his funeral on
Saturday 17 April.

Guidance for churches followed
rapidly and we discovered that, sadly,
it was not permitted to have books of
condolence available in our churches.
Instead, online books of condolence
have been available. There has been
a massive outpouring of sympathy as
more and more people have added their
own messages. In his statement, on 9
April, The Archbishop of Canterbury
said of Prince Philip: “He consistently
put the interests of others ahead of
his own and, in so doing, provided
an outstanding example of Christian
service. During his naval career, in
which he served with distinction in the
Second World War, he won the respect
of his peers as an outstanding officer.
On the occasions when I met him, I
was always struck by his obvious joy at
life, his enquiring mind and his ability
to communicate to people from every
background and walk of life. He was a
master at putting people at their ease
and making them feel special. The
legacy he leaves is enormous.

The Archbishop of York said: “His faith
in Jesus Christ was an important part
of his life and one which shaped who
he was.” Easter was only a few weeks
ago and because of the resurrection of
Jesus that we celebrate, we too can rise
again to new life. Prince Philip trusted
in the promise of eternal life that Jesus
Christ came to bring. Prince Philip’s
life demonstrated that eternal life isn’t
something that only begins at the end of
this life, it’s something that Christians are
set free to live out here and now, letting
our faith shape who we are, putting the
interests of others ahead of our own.
May he rest in peace and rise in glory.
Every blessing.
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Prayer Chain

Rector of the Parish:

Within our congregations we have a
network of people who will receive
prayer requests. Whatever the
problem, worry, anxiety or personal
need, when received, it will be
forwarded to the people on the
chain who will pray immediately for
each request for a period of time.
All requests will be confidential.

Revd. Steve Bate
01279 842 609
muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com

Churchwarden:

Karin Green
01279 771 532
gouldburn.green@outlook.com

Editor:

Please ring anytime:
Janet: 842 671
Karin: 771 532
Alice 504 781

Anne Wright
littlehadhampn@gmail.com
To find out more about the life of our
Church, please visit our website:
www.riverashchurches.org.uk

Advertisements in the
Parish News

Editorial Deadline:

If you would like to advertise in
our magazine, please contact the
editor at: littlehadhampn@gmail.
com for more details.

All articles for inclusion, sponsorship
and copy and payment for advertising
in the next issue must be received by
the15th of the month.

The Parish News is funded and
distributed freely by St Cecila's
Church. We really appreciate the
support of all our advertisers to
help cover our overheads and
keep the Parish News in print. So
if you run a business or service
and would like to invest in your
local magazine and reach over
500 homes each month with your
product or service, we'd love to
hear from you. We offer ads at 4
different sizes and prices from a
full page to an eighth of a page,
with discounts for taking a year at
a time. We can also insert flyers
for a small fee. We are also open
to sponsorship and donations.

(BACS preferred, email the editor for
details.)
Editor reserves the right to edit copy
received and omit accompanying
pictures where necessary.
View the Parish News Online including
back issues: www.littlehadham.com

The magazine is written by
many contributors who report
for themselves or for a club or
organisation they represent. The
church and production team does not
necessarily agree with the opinions
aired in any article printed here.
3

Cover Photo: Alstroemeria taken by Eloise Wright

Letter from the Rectory

Down at the Doctors
Dr Paul Haimes

www.muchhadhamhealthcentre.co.uk

I am delighted to report that, as of
mid-April, 3554 (53%) of our patients
have received at least one Covid
vaccination. As a practice, we continue
to be actively involved with the local
vaccine sessions at Bishops Stortford
Football Club where we jab 500-600
local residents per session! This has
been a fantastic collaboration between
the 5 practices in our locality of which
we are all proud.
Towards the end of April, 2 members
of staff have left us.
Elaine Hodges, who has been with us
for sixteen and a half years, initially
as a receptionist, is leaving the
dispensary to become a teaching
assistant in a local primary school.

Denise Riches, who has worked in
administration and reception, has
been with us for nearly six years and
is taking her well-earned retirement.
We wish them both well and thank
them for their dedicated service over
the years, especially the challenging
last 12 months.
One of our dispensers has returned
from maternity leave and the other
is due back in July/August, which
means that we will be back to
full strength in time for the next
lockdown (only joking!!)
Despite easing of restrictions, please
continue to be sensible and stay safe.

Healthy Eating
Recipe
Dr Mihaly Saary
Welcome to our new regular feature
on Healthy Eating where we will
be offering a new recipe each
month to tempt your tastebuds.
This month’s recipe comes from
Much Hadham’s new Healthy Eating
initiative, details of which can be
found on the Health Centre’s website
muchhadhamhealthcentre.co.uk –
select Heathy Eating on the menu at
the top. In it you will find a lot more of
tasty and healthy recipes.
These are in line with the latest
thinking about the role of nutrition
in health and disease.
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VEGAN MAINS

VM01

CHILLI ‘NON’ CARNE
Source: family
SERVES: 2

o Onion, chopped - 1
o Garlic, crushed - 2 cloves
o Veggie –mince (meat free mince) – 200g
o Chopped tomatoes – 1 x 400g tin
o Kidney beans – 1 x 400g tin
o Chilli powder – 1 TBSP

1.

Chop Onions into
rings, cover in oil and
M/W at 750W for 4
minutes.

o Cumin - ½ tsp
o Oregano - ½ tsp

and stir into the cooked onions.

2.

Crush the garlic

3.

Add the tomatoes and stir in the veggie – mince.

4.

Heat in M/W at 750W for 5 min.

5.

Mix all the spices together and add to your mince.

6.

M/W at 750W for 2 min.

7.

Add the kidney beans
add a little water if too thick
add a little corn flour if it is too liquid.

8.

M/W at 540W for a further 5 min or longer if
necessary.
Serve with boiled rice or jacket potato
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Little Hadham Parish Council
Carole Page

www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk

The Parish Council Meetings
are now being held remotely via
Zoom, held on the first Tuesday
of each month, from 7.30pm.

the phone boxes were overflowing
with all the donations and not to
leave more! With the charity shops
re-opening the ebb and flow of books
in and out should soon return to pre
covid levels. It will be great to have
some new books to peruse!

If you wish to join the meeting,
contact the Clerk and you will
be provided with log in details
- clerklittlehadham@gmail.com
or 01920 870809. Agendas are
posted on noticeboards and the Little
Hadham Parish Council website.

Outdoor Gym Equipment
At the last Parish Council Meeting
on the 6th of April, it was agreed we
would put in an application for a grant
for some outdoor equipment. This will
be a great resource for all, including
those hoping to shed a little Covid
weight gain (!!) as well as generally
improving physical and mental wellbeing. See examples below.

Tuesday 4th May is the Annual
Meeting of the Parish Council, also
Annual Parish Meeting, – 7.30pm via
zoom. Hear what has been happening
over the last year in our village and
what we are hoping to do this year.
Join the meeting and have your say.

The closing date for the application
is May 3rd so not long! As always,
we appreciate your thoughts
and suggestions. Please email:
clerklittlehadham@gmail.com

Book Exchange Update
Firstly, a thank you to whoever had a
tidy up of the phone box at the Ford. (2
ladies I think) It looks much tidier, and
most people seem to understand that

Healthy Start Programme
Heathy Start gives weekly vouchers
to buy healthy food like milk, fruit, and
vegetables for some pregnant women
or those with at least one child under
4 years old. Are you eligible for help?
If you claim benefits such as Child
Tax Credit, Universal Credit, Income
Support, Income based Jobseeker’s
Allowance, Pension Credit, Income
Related Employment and Support
Allowance, Working Tax Credit it is
worth checking out. And If you are
under 18 and more than 10 weeks
pregnant you automatically qualify. In
our area only 44% of people claim the
vouchers they are entitled to.

Have a Hadham.

Download an application form on
www.healthystart.nhs.uk or call
their helpline on 0345 607 6823 to get
one sent to you.

LTH Waste Removal
Effluent & Liquid Waste Removal

Your local service provider for all effluent and
liquid waste removal including:
• Cesspits
• Septic tanks
• Klargesters and Bio disks
LTH provides a personal, professional and efficient
service at a very competitive rate.
For a free quotation, and site visit if required,
please call us on:
01279 504638
01371 873003
or email:
info@luxurytoilethire.co.uk
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Little Hadham Village Hall News

Little Hadham Afternoon Teas

Jan Williamson

Wendy Forgham

chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk

We will be opening our doors to many
regular groups from May 17th under the
updated Government’s roadmap rules.
The numbers of attendees will be smaller
until June 21st so please liaise with the
activity leader for information on your
class. If you need any information on
village hall rates and availability please go
to www.littlehadhamvillagehall.com

wendyforgham@hotmail.com

will be implementing such a scheme
by way of obstructing the entrance at a
designated time, yet to be decided. This
will change with the seasons and will be
clearly shown at the entrance so as to
avoid cars getting locked in overnight.
We hope this will deter any ASB which
we have experienced over the past years
and will provide better protection to the
hall, park and its users. We will also be
improving our lighting around the hall and
installing a further CCTV camera to add to
the ones we already have.

There is a coffee morning on Thursday
May 27th @ 10am – 12 noon. For the
time being you will need to book your
table with me so I can ensure safety and
set up as was required last year and my
days may change around a bit to start with
but I will keep you fully informed. You will
still be required to wear a mask on entry to
the village hall and keep social distanced
from people who are not in you bubble.
It will be waitress service only until June
21st which if all goes according to plan
we will be able to have a more informal
approach to coffee mornings.

Also, in each box was
a magnetic fridge
calendar, kindly donated
by the Bishop’s Stortford
Independent Parkinality Poet
Julie Walker. These had been
intended for inclusion in
our Christmas boxes, which
sadly had to be cancelled at
short notice. Better late than
never, as the saying goes!
On the subject of better
late than never, I should
really thank you Jono for his
mercy dash to the Cash and
Carry at 7 that morning, to
purchase the jam containers
that I had forgotten to order!

Our fundraising campaign will begin with
a craft fair after the Government roadmap
guidance ends. Many people during
lockdown turned to traditional crafts
and hobbies which we would like to give
people the opportunity to show and sell. If
anyone is interested in having a stall at our
craft fair which we hope will take place in
September, please contact Joan Mckinlay
vice-chair@littlehadhamvillagehall.com
or ring Jan 01279 771272 for details.
We need details of your craft so we can
ensure a good selection of different crafts.

In order that we can accommodate more
groups and activities it may be necessary
to move some of our regular groups onto
different times or even different days so
check with your activity leader. It is also
necessary that we have had to increase
our hire charges as we have to cover our
running costs

We are looking for a minute’s secretary to
take our Management Committee meeting
minutes as our present secretary Steve
and his good lady hope to be moving
away from the village. If you are interested
in this voluntary role please ring me on
number at the bottom of newsletter.

You will recall that there was an incident
back in February involving a young male
who was assaulted the Little Hadham play
area in the evening. This is the play area
that backs on to the village hall car park.
The outcome of a crime prevention survey,
conducted by the police, has advised that
we secure our car park in the evenings
when the village hall is shut and the play
area is also shut due to it being dark. We

Over the next year we are putting together
a very exciting list of fund raising events
that will help us move towards finishing
the replacement windows not just for the
main hall but other areas of the hall that
are also showing severe signs of wear and
tear. We will then be focussing on the next
big project which is the main hall floor that
is showing signs of breaking up in places.

For further information on any of the above email chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk
or ring Jan Williamson 01279 771 272.
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Thursday 29th April is the
date of our next delivery
when hopefully the weather
will be kind to us and we may
even be able to enjoy rays of
warmer sunshine with our
tea and cake.

After an absence of three months, our
Afternoon Tea boxes made an early
Easter appearance!

If you are over 60, possibly vulnerable
or isolated, and would like to receive
one of our Afternoon Tea boxes then
please contact me with your name,
address, phone or email details.

The oven was aglow, turning out
Strawberry and Vanilla Cupcakes,
Chocolate Fudge squares, Tea Bread,
Scones and Sausage Rolls.

Take care and very best wishes.

Our amazing Easter Bunnies (you
know who you are) delivered 42 boxes
to residents of Little Hadham, Much
Hadham, Albury and Patmore Heath.

Wendy

Contact details:
T: 01279 776 112 | M: 07817 633 713 | E: wendyforgham@hotmail.com
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Covid Response and Recovery
Jan Williamson

PUB, SHOP & DELI

chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk

Fresh bread & pastries
Coffee & Tea
Ready Meals
Brindisa Deli
Gifts
Beer & Wine

to access something on line we will be
able to help you.

As we approach being allowed to meet
inside again in bubbles of up to 6 we
would welcome people to come and
have a look at how we have changed our
reception area and what will be available
in our hub. From June 21st it will be a lot
easier to have some open days where
we can open our doors for informal
coffee and a chat about what we can
offer. It will be a very safe and friendly
space for any resident living along the
Ash Valley to explore health and social
connections face to face and on-line.

The Village Hall will also have a mobile
phone available which will have direct
helplines programmed into Service
providers such as CAB and other
useful numbers.

OPEN FROM 10 AM
(BRUNCH MENU 10-12)
We are currently closed
Mondays & Tuesdays

Trial streaming was successful and now
we are putting together the template that
could get rolled out to other village halls
once we get our equipment installed.

Support Telephone Numbers

Full information of our open events will
be available in next month’s newsletter
once we are nearer to the government
road map rules ending.

COME AND ENJOY OUR NEW
HEATED TERRACE GAZEBO

Little Hadham: Jan Williamson on
07710 325363

Please call and book ahead for the gazebo as
tables are limited!

Much Hadham: Juan on
07593 876279

Further information can be seen on
www.carebank.uk or contact Jan on
07710 325363 or Claire 07595 67421

For Pelhams area: call
07599 616444

Little Hadham digital learning
sessions are coming soon

For Albury area: 01279 771465
For lifts to hospital appts:
0300 123 1677

Digital /IT/ Tech/Zoom/Electronic
communication/Apps/Facebook/NHS
on line/ E shopping and banking

For help with Adult Social Care:
0300 123 4042

Do you need to know more?

THE FOX & HOUNDS ‘At Home’

We have a range of ready meals, quiches, desserts & Fox & Hounds treats
cooked by James and the team for you to enjoy at home. Call or visit the website
to pre order or just pop along to the FOX SHOP and choose what you fancy!
#SHOPLOCAL #SUPPORTLOCAL #SUPPORTSMALLBUSINESS

For help from Carers in Herts:
01992 586969

Workshops are on their way.
For complete beginners or for those
wanting to be able to do more in this
digital world.

For bereavement support:
0808 808 1677 www.cruse.org.uk

First workshop will be in the village hall
on 9th June.

For general crisis support:
0300 123 4044 or info@hertshelp.net

Details of time, agenda and how to
join up will be in next month’s Parish
Magazine.

Citizens Advice
For useful advice and support
with financial problems, work
or legal issues visit www.
citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk or
call 01920 459944

The Village Hall is having a Personal
Computer donated from CAB so if you
don’t have internet connection and need
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WEDDINGS & PRIVATE FUNCTIONS
Please ask if you would like a copy of our wedding or
private dining brochure, or email us for further details.

2 HIGH STREET, HUNSDON, HERTS, SG12 8NH 01279 843 999
www.foxandhounds-hunsdon.co.uk | info@foxandhounds-hunsdon.co.uk
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Down at the Stores
Nina Wardrop

https://little-hadham-stores.simpleshop.com/

Sustainability needs to be
sustainable too

in touch via our website https://littlehadham-stores.simpleshop.com/ for a
detailed list of products.

The climate emergency is a huge
issue that can leave you feeling a little
helpless when you want to do your bit.
Sustainability is a word that gets bandied
about all over the place these days.

Waste Comes in Different Forms
- Be diligent about checking the fridge
and get good with the left overs. As a
rule I like to avoid plastic packaging,
but I always look on the supermarket
reduced shelves for veg. If it’s about to
get thrown out, then I think food waste
is worse than plastic waste in my bin.

Over the years my own food shopping
approach has shifted from wanting to
be zero waste, to being realistic about
my approach to a low waste lifestyle.
This I would argue is true sustainability
because I can sustain it within my busy
life. I think I’ve come to the conclusion
that rather than zero waste, the best aim
is just to become a better shopper, here
are my top 5 tips:

Find What You Like Doing - I love my
collection of old stoneware grocers
and Kilner jars, and like to see them in
my larder filled with raw ingredients
from the refill shelves in Little Hadham
Stores. But this eco-minded behaviour
is itself more sustainable because of the
pleasure I get from that, which inspires
me to keep doing it.

Work With What You Have. - If you can,
shop around. Yes, compare unit prices,
but also look at where the product
comes from, how it’s made, look at the
packaging, buy direct from the producer
if you can, make your best informed
decision. We are lucky in Little Hadham
to have a monthly farmers’ market.
And, along with Little Hadham Stores,
we have a refill business based here in
the village; look up Green Herts, where
you’ll find Liz’s household cleaning refill
service, she even delivers.

A Reminder: It’s ok to spend money
on food ! - You are putting it in your
body, it sustains you and makes a huge
difference to your health. If you are
buying good quality ingredients and
cooking from scratch, then any cost is
saving you from the cost of eating out.

Fresh, local, seasonal, food, artisan bread
& organic veg boxes, ethical homewares

Bulk is Always Best. - If you’ve got
storage, bulk is usually best. I have
an old metal cabinet in my garage for
food storage. When you go to the Little
Hadham Farmers’ Market you can stock
up on large sacks of potatoes/onions
etc, they are economical and will easily
keep for a month. At Little Hadham
Stores we can order bulk pasta, and
other dried goods that don’t go off, get

OPENING

HOURS

Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Saturday:

10am - 5pm,
10am - 5pm,
11am- 5pm
8.30am - noon*

* Except the last Saturday in the month, when
you will find us running the Farmers' Market
at Little Hadham Primary School
Order fresh bread, veg boxes & weekly specials online at:-

little-hadham-stores.simpleshop.com
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Notes from a Small Garden
Jono Forgham
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Advocet
Syrphus sp (prob S Torvus)

Blue Tit
Bombus Terrestrius

Wren

Ophion Obscuratus

Kestral

On Sunday 2nd May I am planning
a Dawn Chorus walk in the parish.
Meet at the village hall car park at
4.30am! Due to Covid restrictions, I
have to limit this to 5 people, so do let
me know and if you are fast enough,
there will be a space. If more interest
than spaces, I can always do another
the following Sunday. Just confirm
your interest at jforgham@hotmail.
com. Look forward to seeing you
and I shall be asking for donations
to my Learning Centre in Sri Lanka.
MindGarden.

Lead Coloured Drab

Dartford Warbler

More locally, I recorded my first
swallows and sand martins at
Stansted Airport Lagoons near
Takeley Street but it seems the cold
snap is keeping most summer visitors
away at present. Regular checks
on high ground, particularly the
golf course, have failed to locate a
Wheatear so far. An annual passage
migrant. The hot weather of several
weeks ago encouraged butterflies
from hibernation. Plenty of Peacocks
and the bright yellow male Brimstone
were noted around the parish.

Muntjac

Talking of which, I am doing a large
presentation on the wildlife of our
village at the South Mill Arts Centre in
town. All proceeds to Isobel Hospice
and MindGarden. Tickets selling well
as of 13th April so do book early if
interested. Promises to be a fun and
entertaining evening. See page 17
for details.

With the easing of Lockdown I was off
to Norfolk for a day of birdwatching.
Great to return and my final destination
of the day, Titchwell RSPB Reserve
was my first visit in over a year. Usually
there at least once a month. Some
good birds spotted in good light but
breezy and nippy chill to the air. In total,
77 species recorded.

Little Owl

jforgham@hotmail.com
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Millennium Wood Update
Jono Forgham

jforgham@hotmail.com
Also, several large logs have been
thrown into the pond. This is not
good for the aquatic creatures I
hope to encourage as the wood
adds heavy tannins to the water,
which insects such as dragonflies
don’t approve of. Personally, I am
partial to heavy tannins, but in my
Rioja, not the local pond!

Over the last couple of months,
I have been busy in the wood,
planting 100’s of wild flowers
and coppicing a few hazels and
hornbeams. Some wild flowers I
have grown from seed, sowing them
last March and bringing them on
in large garden pots, others sown
in September whilst a final batch
were purchased as plugs. I have
also sown seeds in areas that have
been cleared. Unfortunately, due
to the rabbit population I have had
to put up rather unsightly chicken
wire around all these. This will
be removed when the plants are
established and hopefully, over the
next few years, they will improve
the variety of wild flowers and help
develop a viable seed bank within
the wood.

I had been looking at the finances
of the Friends of Millennium Wood
account and was thinking we could
do with a new picnic table, so this
thoughtless and disagreeable
act has hastened my decision.
Obviously, my concern is that I
wouldn’t want the new one to be
damaged in the same way. I hope
I don’t have to resort to putting up
trail cameras to keep a check on
things. I would rather use them for
recording the wildlife.

Sadly, I have to report that recent
vandalism has left me a little
despondent. The table I use for bug
surveys, moth nights and children’s
butterfly hunts has been broken and
now fit only for firewood, the picnic
table has been damaged and the
Deep Water sign has been broken
to bits. However, of most concern
was finding that the Lifebuoy rope
in the red box had been tampered
with and the door left open. On the
front of this important safety feature
it states that tampering with this is a
Criminal Act that can lead to a large
fine or 4 months imprisonment. I
shall just leave that there, if I may.

Anyway, it’s May and a walk through
our wonderful wood will be ideal
this month. The hawthorn blossom
(Mayflower) will be in full flower
and a wander will offer the chance
to enjoy the highly perfumed scent
of this blossom. Early evenings are
best and, hopefully, the first Red
campion will be in bloom, too. Also,
check the bee hotel constructed
from old pallets as several bee
species will be using this to lay their
eggs for next years emergence. The
wild flowers in the area behind this
are really coming on, too. Should be
lovely in June/July.
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Fri 8 Oct
6:30pm Reception
& 7:15pm Start

Tickets £16.50 from
www.southmillarts.co.uk

Proudly Presents

Mayor's Charity Event:
Lockdown 865
with
Jono Forgham

01279 710 200

All proceeds from ticket sales and raffle
ticket purchases will be split 50/50
between Jono’s MindGarden Learning
Centre in Sri Lanka and the Isobel Hospice.

After 55 years of bird watching
and nature recording, Jono
Forgham has built up an
extensive collection of
photographs as well as amusing
stories, anecdotes and a
catalogue of rare species.
A daily garden safari in his small
garden in Little Hadham to record
all aspects of wildlife realised a
total of over 850 species of birds,
insects, spiders etc with a large
majority being photographed.
This illustrated talk is aimed at
families and those with an interest
in the natural world.
It will be a light hearted yet
informative talk, looking at the
huge array of creatures that can
be found in a rural garden.

It promises to be an enjoyable
evening for all, with locals
encouraged to bring along
children who have an interest
in the natural world.
Complimentary tickets are available for under 14's.
Please contact the Box Office at 01279 710 200 and enquiries@southmillarts.co.uk
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Talking Bowls...or Something

Sierra

HomeCare

Jack

Personal • Caring • Responsive

There's no place
like home...

Call or Email Tracy on

07521 977997

learnpc@icloud.com
For ALL your PC / IPAD needs;
Repairs, Upgrades & Training

Companionship
Home Help
Personal Care

www.learnpc.co.uk

…to receive care and support
to live your life, your way

Tel: 01279 501678

www.sierrahomecare.co.uk
CQC Registered

Locally  based  lawn  care  
services  and  bespoke  
treatment  programmes
Specialists  in:
 

Weed  &  Moss  Control

 

    

Top  Dressing

Disease  Diagnosis

   

Rats  &  Mice

Moles

Bees  &  Wasps

+44  (0)  7725415826
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Lawn  Pests

info@supalawns.com

supalawns.com

Last month I mentioned the joy of
hearing the cheerful cries of the
children back at school and this
month there is more joy with the
near forgotten noise of chatter over
tinkling glasses coming from the
gardens of our local pubs as they
re-opened on Monday 12th April.
Welcome back to them all. They
really are village assets and I am sure
we all hope they will now flourish
and again provide that drop-in social
point that all villages need.

seriously got underway. For 2021 we
are again offering the facility which
includes the Club house as a social
meeting place (when Covid rules
permit) and the Green for those
wishing to play or try their hand, on
Wednesdays - mornings around
10.30 and evenings from 6pm.
There will be no fees, equipment
available if needed (bring flat soled
shoes/trainers) and members
will be on hand to assist. If you or
somebody you know would benefit
from such a social outlet they can
just turn up but better would be to
call Ken on 842637 in advance.

More joy to come with the reopening on Saturday 1st May of
another village asset that is now 101
years old. You've guessed it - the
Green up at the Bowls Club and
there will be happy faces as well
as polished bowls raring to go. Our
first competitive match is at home
against Thaxted on Tue. 4 May.
Sadly, under the strict Covid Step 2
rules spectators are not allowed so
the terraces will be bare! However,
Step 3 trips in on 17 May so it will
not be long before a number of
restrictions are likely to be relaxed
and we get back to near normal.

If you are not a Carer but would
like to play or try the sport, whether
single, with friends or family you will
also be made very welcome.
Hope to see some new faces
pretty soon.

Back in 2019 the Club signed
up to East Herts. Council's
Health & Wellbeing Initiative
which was targeted at providing
social/recreation facilities and
opportunities to that band of Carers
who do so much for others. It was
late in our season and with 2020
virtually wiped out by Covid it never
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Heard It Through The Grapevine
Platon Loizou

www.fouracresestate.co.uk
graphic design

The Apple Orchard
The apple trees are
beginning to show signs of
life and we are hoping to
enjoy looking at the blossom
in the orchard soon.

Degorging

Riddling twice a day for apx 10 days

The Vineyard
The weather has been absolutely
freezing here at Four Acres. It really
has been a very cold April (apart from
our one day of Summer earlier in the
month). Consequently the vines are
behind where they were this time last
year and they have not budded yet so
hopefully the frosts this week will not
damage them. We just need it to stay
warm once the weather eventually
turns more spring like.

On the 14th March and
10th April we degorged a
batch of our 2018 Blanc de
Blancs wine. We do this by
first riddling the wine for a
fortnight (turning the bottles
so the yeast settles into the
neck of the bottles) and
then freeze the neck of the
bottle before removing the
crown cap which “explodes”
off the bottle with the yeast
attached. A small amount
of dosage is then added to
each bottle (this is a solution of wine
and sugar) and the cap is replaced
with a cork and muzzle. The wine
is then laid down for another three
months before being labelled and is
ready for market.

Do you need a graphic designer?
I’m an experienced freelance designer
based in the village. I can help you with:
Branding & Logo Design
Leaflets, Posters, Brochures, Reports

Traditional Pole and Clear
Span Frame marquees for
any occasion

Packaging
Web Design
Social Media Campaigns, Banners & Ads
Copywriting / Typesetting
CV design (make your CV stand out)

www.eclecticmarquees.co.uk
01279 655386
07548 704236

because all design begins with a humble line

www.thehumbleline.com

VST

PAINTING &
DECORATING

Over the two days we degorged
over 1,100 bottles. At the end of
this process I am totally covered in
wine and yeast and am completely
exhausted!! No machines for us.

Laurence Baldwin

laurence@vstdecorating.co.uk
01279 491704

Free Vines
We still have a few vines available to dig up and give to people. They can be
moved up to the first week of May. If anybody wants some vines please ring
me on 07802 313 075.
20

07989 968278
Fully Insured
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The Hundred Parishes Society
Ken McDonald

www.hundredparishes.org.uk

Many of us wait anxiously for the
outcome of the recent public inquiry
into a possible increase in the
passenger cap at Stansted Airport,
yet the local community’s love-hate
relationship with Stansted Airport is
only the latest in a series of significant
aviation events that have occurred
within the Hundred Parishes.

during WWII. Andrewsfield, straddling
the parish boundary between The
Salings and Stebbing, was the first
American-built base in Europe,
becoming operational in 1943.
Stansted was another American-built
airfield. Thousands of Americans
were based in this area; many never
saw home again.

In a field at Standon Green End in the
parish of Thundridge, a monument
marks the spot where Italian
balloonist Vincenzo Lunardi landed
in 1784 after completing the first
manned flight in England. He took off
from London beneath a balloon filled
with hydrogen.

Many of us have enjoyed the relative
peace that the Covid-19 pandemic
has brought to our skies, in particular
discovering the joy of walking in the
countryside. It is sad that it has taken
so many deaths to remind us of the
quality of life that exists right here,
without the need to fly.

In 1913, Bentfield Hucks was the
first Englishman to loop-the-loop in
his Bleriot aeroplane. He was born in
1884 in Bentfield Cottage, Stansted
Mountfitchet and thus acquired his
unusual forename.

Bentfield Hucks postcard pic

Lunardi memorial

Duxford airfield, now the site of
Imperial War Museum, Duxford, first
became operational in World War I.
Some of its buildings, constructed by
German prisoners-of-war, still stand.
In 1938, Duxford was the first airfield
to take delivery of Spitfire fighter
planes. Frank Whittle flew regularly
from here while he was developing
ideas that eventually led to the
invention of the turbojet engine just
before the end of WWII.

Duxford WWI hanger

Altogether, twelve military airfields
operated within the Hundred Parishes

Nuthampstead memorial
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Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
Anne Willett

All repair work undertaken
24hr Roadside Recovery
Aircon Servicing
Body shop

Euphorbia polychroma

And more

Subject to no further changes to
the Covid regulations, this year our
Plant Sale will be held on Saturday
29th May from 2-4pm in the Village
Hall car park. Please bear us in mind
when splitting perennials or digging
up plants, and pot them on and bring
along on the day.

2. Watch out for aphids on shoot tips
and young foliage and wipe them off
or spray with a soap based solution.
3. Hand weed beds weekly so that
weeds don’t have time to establish
and set seed.

Don’t forget our Autumn Show is on
Sunday 5th September and Pickles
and Chutneys need to be at least 3
months old.

We love to hear your gardening
queries, if you have any questions
about your garden or plants please
email them to us at:

Tips for May

littlehadhampn@gmail.com

1. Put supports in place for clumps of
perennials that are prone to flopping,
such as top heavy peonies and phlox.

and Anne will get back to you.
24

25

Jill Goldsmith
www.eastonlodge.co.uk

Gilly B Interiors

Bespoke, handmade curtains, blinds & soft furnishings.
Interior design

No. 2 Duckling Lane, Sawbridgeworth, CM21 9QA
01992 276082 / 07710 146941 www.interiorsbygillyb.com enquiries@interiorsbygillyb.com
Tuesday-Friday 10am – 5pm Monday & Saturday client appointment by request

Your local independent Wine Merchant
We stock a selection of more than
200 wines from most French wine
regions including Bordeaux, Loire
Valley, a few international gems,
Champagne & Cognac.
Delivery to all UK addresses.
We have 6 bottle mixed
cases starting at £58. Email
us for full private catalogue
or contact Thibault on the
details below.

Free delivery to
the Hadham’s
& surrounding
villages from 12
bottles.

If you love life, then you’ll love
The Wine Story Club
info.wine.story@gmail.com
2 Hadham Hall, Little Hadham, SG11 2AU
07921 770 691 |
thewinestoryclub

www.thewinestoryclub.com
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This time last year, the Gardens were
closed to volunteers until further notice,
but this year we are now catching
up on lost work over the winter and
looking forward to the completion of the
restoration of the balustrade in time for
our Open Day on 23 May.

providing a proper surround to the first
waterlilies of the season. The lupins will
be in full bloom in the outer borders and
the helianthemums will be ablaze along
the inner borders.
We will also be celebrating the Countess
and her animals – we often mention her
monkeys to visitors, explaining how one
caused the major fire at Easton Lodge in
1918. But what do you know about Kim,
the Countess’ baby elephant? You will
have to join us to find out more; and for
our younger visitors we will have a story
teller too, to weave the tale.

In April the daffodils have been a glorious
sight, in the Glade but also where they
have sprung up uninvited in lots of other
corners of the Gardens. When they have
finished flowering, some will have to be
moved to better places and to make way
for a new path in the lime wood. But we
are confident that dividing them, when we
move them, will make them stronger still
for next year.

We will have our usual tasty fayre. To find
more information about the Open Day and
how to buy your tickets in advance go to
our website www.eastonlodge.co.uk or
Facebook page.

At our May Open Day it will be the Italian
Garden that will be the star of the show,
with the restored balustrade finally
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Stop Stansted Expansion
info@stopstanstedexpansion.com

www.stopstanstedexpansion.com

homeowner mitigation and compensation,
and far more besides."

Stop Stansted Expansion has announced
its intention to re-brand to Stansted
Airport Watch (SAW). SSE Chairman,
Peter Sanders, explained the rationale for
the changes as follows:

All of that work will continue to be
necessary, and the view of the committee
is that this is the right time to re-focus the
campaign on the task ahead. Rather than
having to oppose expansion proposals,
the need will be to ensure that the
airport’s authorised operations cause
as little harm as possible and, wherever
possible, are managed to reduce harm.

"Regardless of the outcome of the
recent Public Inquiry, it is very unlikely
that Stansted will apply for any further
increase in its capacity for many years to
come. As a result of Covid-19, the current
planning cap of 35 million passengers
per annum is not expected to be
reached within the next decade and it is
questionable whether permission to grow
to 43mppa – i.e. the issue at stake at the
Public Inquiry – will ever be needed."
In the 12 months to 31 March, Stansted
handled just 3 million passengers
compared to 28 million in 2019, before air
travel was decimated by the pandemic.
In addition there is growing recognition that
the UK will not be able to meet its statutory
target of net zero carbon emissions by 2050
unless aviation emissions are brought under
much tighter control.
Peter Sanders continued: "In the current
circumstances it's questionable whether
'Stop Stansted Expansion' continues to
be an appropriate name for our campaign.
It's also important to note that, over the
years, SSE has done far more than just
dealing with the threat of expansion, for
example, campaigning on night flights,
on changes to flight paths, on aviation
policy and taxation, on climate change,
on the phasing out of noisier aircraft, on
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Most of the current members of the SSE
committee have been in place since
the campaign group was established in
2002. If there were to be another threat
of airport expansion in, say, ten years'
time, the current team would not be the
best people to handle that challenge.
The current hiatus, caused by Covid-19,
provides an opportunity to start passing
the baton to the next generation, allowing
new blood to learn and gain experience of
dealing with the key issues.
Peter Sanders concluded: "SSE has
notched up some considerable successes
since it was established in 2002 but now
is exactly the right time to refocus and
rejuvenate the campaign for the longer
term. I have no doubt that Stansted Airport
Watch - SAW - will be every bit as effective
as SSE and, as its name implies, will be
ever-vigilant in seeking to minimise the
negative impacts of the airport upon the
local community and the environment."
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S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

"  #

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling
Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves
Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance
22 Years’ Carpentry experience

!"#$%%$&'()**)+',&-'-$.(/)+(*,*-%.(
Excellent opportunities for pupils
01$2(3455(6$0+.7((
aged 3-11 years
8&4.-'$(#0+$(*+)9-.-)&(/+):(
Care provision from
;7<=0:(')(>73?*:
7.45am
to 6.00pm.

07971 228735

Contact 01279 771285 or
@)&'0#'&23456&553478()+
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk
02:-&A%-''%$B02B0:7B$+'.7.#B7,C
/)+(:)+$(2$'0-%.
for more details

s.southgatecarpentryservices
@hotmail.co.uk

A "
‘Good’
school that nurtures a love
#!
for
learning OFSTED
2018
$
 
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk
!!!

Peter Sanders will himself be standing down as Chairman of
SSE at this year's AGM, having been a founder member of SSE
in 2002 and its Chairman since 2004.
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Rural Ramblings
Cherry Mardell
I’ve been pondering on the joys of
getting old. Not a particularly happy
thought either. And it all came about
because I bought some take-away
fish and chips. It’s not something I buy
often. I never fancy the fish part of it.
Give me scampi or smoked salmon,
and I’m your girl. Fish? Hmm... it’s all
those unexpected bones!

WOOD
BRIQUETTES

Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services

Office: 01279 771462
Mobile: 07990 770883

High burn temperatures,
Safe for wood burners,
Very low ash content,
Clean to handle

• Chimney sweeping
• Stove installation
• Maintenance & repairs
• Pots & cowls fitted
• Certificates issued
• Free estimates

£3 per bag collected from
Furneux Pelham or
£5 per bag free local
delivery (min order
vapplies)

bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk
richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk

Yes, it is a responsibility and a certain
amount of graft. But this year the
pleasure of seeing fresh faces, after
a year of lockdown, outweighs all
the work. Welcome world!

r
Please don’t forget that our
submission deadline for copy &
advertising is the

Still,, we were mid car journey, we
were hungry, and there was a fish
and chip shop right there. So we
stopped and I went in to order... one
medium cod and chips and one piece
of chicken and chips . “That’ll be
£12.30”, came the reply. You could
have knocked me down with the
proverbial feather. I gulped, found the
money and sat and waited for it to be
cooked. This gave me time to look at
the price list - £8 for the fish, £1.30 for
the chips. Which made my chicken/
chips combo a mere £3.00. OK,
things change, and prices obviously
increase...but hey, what’s going on?

15th of the month

for the next month's issue.

HAND CARVED MEMORIALS

In our family, both of us have spent
most of our lives self-employed, so
we don’t get a nice fat work pension.
And I, certainly, never looked to the
financial future. Now, it’s payback
time. Well, anyway, will think twice
before buying fish and chips again!

ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 10 YEARS
A local craftsman making
beautiful memorials in
stone and wood using traditional
tools and techniques

We have a small caravan site on our
farm which we run from spring until
autumn. Just a handful of caravans
and motorhomes, pre-booked and
members of the Caravan Club.

For more info please call
01279 777666 or email
janbor@btconnect.com
All prices are inclusive of VAT
charged at 5%
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07701 027042
Pardon Mill, Harlow, Essex, CM20 2HP
simonlangs@hotmail.co.uk
www.simonlangsdalelettercarver.co.uk
HOUSE SIGNS BIRDBATHS BENCHES PLAQUES
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Parish Services May 2021

Benefice of: Little Hadham | Much Hadham | Albury
Easter 5

Easter 6

2nd May

9th May

Sunday after
Ascension Day

Pentecost

Trinity
Sunday

16th May 23rd May 30th May

9.15am
9.15am
9.15am
9.15am
9.15am
St
Andrew’s
Holy
Holy
Holy
Holy
Holy
Communion Communion Communion Communion Communion
Much
Hadham June Knight
Steve
Steve
Steve
Steve

St
Cecilia’s
Little
Hadham
St Mary’s
Albury

11.15am

11.15am

Holy
Communion

Holy
Holy
Communion Communion

Steve

Steve

11.15am

11.15am

Holy
Communion

Holy
Communion

June Knight

Steve

Services
at other
Churches

11.15am

Steve

8 am
BCP Holy
Communion
St Thomas
Perry Green
Michael

Other Dates:
Thursday 13th May
Wednesday 5th		
Wednesday 12th		
Saturday 15th		
Wednesday 19th		
Wednesday 26th 		

7.30pm		
9.00am 		
9.00am 		
4.30pm 		
9.00am 		
10.00am

Ascension Day Eucharist at MH (Steve)
Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)
Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)
Messy Church in St Andrew's Church
Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)
Little Hadham Communion (Steve)

All are welcome to join our services which are now in Church - please
book in. Sunday services are also streamed via Zoom at 9.15am
To book in and for Zoom details and link please contact the Rectory:
rectorhightrees@btinternet.com or call: 01279 842609.

