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Advertisements in the 
Parish News

If you would like to advertise in 
our magazine, please contact the 
editor at: littlehadhampn@gmail.
com for more details.

The Parish News is funded and 
distributed freely by St Cecila's 
Church. We really appreciate the 
support of all our advertisers to 
help cover our overheads and 
keep the Parish News in print. So 
if you run a business or service 
and would like to invest in your 
local magazine and reach over 
500 homes each month with your 
product or service, we'd love to 
hear from you. We offer ads at 4 
different sizes and prices from a 
full page to an eighth of a page, 
with discounts for taking a year at 
a time. We can also insert flyers 
for a small fee. We are also open 
to sponsorship and donations. 
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Prayer Chain

Within our congregations we have a 
network of people who will receive 
prayer requests. Whatever the 
problem, worry, anxiety or personal 
need, when received, it will be 
forwarded to the people on the 
chain who will pray immediately for 
each request for a period of time. 
All requests will be confidential.

Please ring anytime: 
Janet: 842 671
Karin: 771 532
Alice 504 781

Rector of the Parish:
Revd. Steve Bate
01279 842 609
muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com

Churchwarden:
Karin Green
01279 771 532
gouldburn.green@outlook.com

Editor:
Anne Wright
littlehadhampn@gmail.com

To find out more about the life of our 
Church, please visit our website: 
www.riverashchurches.org.uk

Editorial Deadline:

All articles for inclusion, sponsorship 
and copy and payment for advertising 
in the next issue must be received by 
the15th of the month. 

(BACS preferred, email the editor for 
details.)

Editor reserves the right to edit copy 
received and omit accompanying 
pictures where necessary.

View the Parish News Online including 
back issues: www.littlehadham.com

Letter from the Rectory
Revd. Steve Bate

I’m very pleased to begin by informing 
you that our churches should once 
again be open on Easter Sunday. 
Last year, our churches were closed 
on Easter Sunday – it was in the 
early days of the initial lockdown. 
Thankfully we were able to continue 
online and over the phone. We closed 
voluntarily during the most recent 
lockdown but now that restrictions 
are being eased in carefully calibrated 
steps, we are ready to begin regular 
worship in our church buildings once 
again. I’m writing this in the middle of 
March and currently, I am confident 
that we can reopen safely but please 
keep an eye on our website and 
church noticeboards.

It’s particularly fitting that the 
worshipping life of our churches will 
be back in church on Easter Sunday, 
bringing new life to buildings that 
have generally remained empty. It’s 
on Easter Sunday that we celebrate 
the event one writer called ‘The Day 
Death Died’: the day that Jesus rose 
again from the dead, bursting free 
from his tomb with new life. Because 
of Easter, we can know that life isn’t 
futile, but we can look forward to 
eternal life with God. Moreover, life 
with God begins here and now – not 
just at the end of this life. Because 
of Easter, we can experience God’s 
forgiveness for all we did or didn’t do, 
and God’s presence with us, as the 
Holy Spirit helps us to live out the life 
in all its fullness that Jesus promised.

Although we’re likely 
to be back in church, 
many restrictions 
will remain in place 
for now to help keep us safe and to 
keep our wider communities safe.  We 
will still need to wear face masks, we 
will still need to use hand sanitiser on 
the way in, different households must 
not mingle at all, and the number 
of places will be limited to allow 
physical distancing. It’s particularly 
important that anyone who wishes 
to attend services contacts me or 
Fiona to ‘book in’ on 01279 842609 or 
muchadhamrectory@gmail.com.

Together with millions of others, I’ve 
now received my first vaccination. 
Have you been vaccinated too? If 
so, would you consider giving a 
donation in thankfulness for our own 
vaccinations so that either vaccines 
can be purchased for countries that 
need them or to support people 
living in communities that have been 
severely affected by the pandemic. 
More details of this idea, first 
suggested by our Bishop, can be 
found on the ‘Notices’ page of our 
website:  
www.riverashchurches.org.uk . 
There are links to four organisations 
that you may wish to choose from.

May I wish you a very happy Easter.

Every blessing.

Little Hadham Parish News

The magazine is written by 
many contributors who report 
for themselves or for a club or 
organisation they represent. The 
church and production team does not 
necessarily agree with the opinions 
aired in any article printed here. 
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Easter Wishes
Sending heartiest wishes on Easter. 
May you have the happiest Easter 
holiday filled with joy, peace, and so 
many Easter eggs.

Hertfordshire County Council 
secures £23.5m to combat 
Climate Change
Hertfordshire County Council has 
successfully secured a further £8.5m 
of funding from the Public Sector 
Decarbonisation Scheme, managed by 
Salix Finance, to help fight the climate 
change emergency in the county.

The county council’s success 
in securing a second and third 
application from this scheme brings 
its total funding to £23.5m. In January 
it successfully secured £15m of 
funding from its first application.

The Public Sector Decarbonisation 
Scheme enables public sector 
organisations to tackle climate 
change by delivering capital 
energy efficiency schemes and 
heating decarbonisation projects. 
This funding means the county 
council can now deliver several 
sustainability led projects at a 
number of its sites including its school 
estate, fire stations, libraries and main 
office buildings.

County Cllr Graham McAndrew  
graham.mcandrew@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Hertfordshire residents playing 
their part as Covid Information 
Champions
More than 100 residents have signed 
up so far to provide clear information 
on Covid-19, including vaccine advice, 
to all people across Hertfordshire.
In establishing the project, 
Hertfordshire County Council has 
partnered with Community Help 
Hertfordshire, which is made up of 
eight voluntary organisations.
The project works to identify and train 
information champions to share key 
messages with their families, friends 
and anyone in their local communities 
– a key element is making sure that 
those messages are available to 
people who, in many cases, cannot 
be reached via traditional or social 
media, while information is also 
provided in the language required.
Need a Little Support
The project also ensures that 
residents in communities that we 
cannot reach, can access help if they 
need it. We all need a little support 
from time to time, whether that’s with 
buying food and essentials or heating 
our homes. Residents are advised 
by their local Information Champion 
that, if they need support paying 
for food or fuel, they can contact 
HertsHelp on 0300 123 4044, email 
info@hertshelp.net or visit www.
hertshelp.net

Dr Paul Haimes

Down at the Doctors

The Covid vaccination programme 
continues to go well and we are now 
calling those in priority group 9 (over 
50’s) for their first jab. If you think 
you’ve been overlooked you can 
either call 119 or e-mail us on much.
hadham@nhs.net Please don’t forget 
that no vaccine is 100% effective in 
100% of people so we all still need to 
wear masks, wash hands regularly etc., 
especially as the hay fever season is 
upon us and will invariably result in a 
lot of sneezing! 

I am pleased to inform you that our 
dispensary no longer closes on 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, 
although still does so between 1pm 
and 2pm every day.  Please avoid 

www.muchhadhamhealthcentre.co.uk

these times if possible. Sadly, we 
are still getting the very occasional 
patient being rude and unreasonable 
towards our members of staff which 
is unacceptable.

Mostly, the issue seems to be one 
where repeat prescriptions, often only 
ordered the day before, have not been 
processed. The dispensary requires 
5 working days to process your 
prescription. We do send texts when 
medication is ready for collection so 
please let us have your mobile phone 
number if you have one.

Wishing you all a happy, socially less 
distanced than before, Easter

Stay safe
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The Parish Council Meetings are now 
being held remotely via Zoom, held 
on the first Tuesday of each month, 
from 7.30pm.  If you wish to join the 
meeting, contact the Clerk and you 
will be provided with log in details 
-  clerklittlehadham@gmail.com or 
01920 870809.  Agendas are posted 
on noticeboards and the Little Hadham 
Parish Council website.

Some Good News –It's Time 
To Party!

The Parish Council would like to 
suggest, we as a village celebrate 
the end of lockdown with an event 
in the Village Hall and Playing 
Field.  Suggested date: Saturday 
4th September.  In order to do this, 
we need to set up a committee to 
organise the event in conjunction 
with the Parish Council.  If you have 
any ideas as to what this event 
could be, or if you would like to get 
involved, please contact the clerk on: 
clerklittlehadham@gmail.com

Councillor Vacancy

Your Parish Council works hard in the 
background to keep Little Hadham 
a place we are all proud to call our 
home.  But, we need a new councillor 
to complete our council.  If you care 
about where you live and want to see 
it continue to thrive, contact the Clerk 
to find out a little more about the role.  
There are 10 meetings a year to attend, 
usually 1.5 hours, plus any ad hoc 
projects being undertaken in the parish. 

Carole Page
Little Hadham Parish Council

www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk

Highways Fault Reporting

The Little Hadham Parish council 
has joined a working party to discuss 
issues relating to Highways.  For our 
village to have safer, well maintained 
roads, all faults need to be reported.  
We can follow up on these at our 
meetings with HCC Highways.  
Currently we are discussing:

• War Memorial – damage sustained 
to the grass and the steps – HCC 
Highways are looking at feasibility 
of traffic calming measures.  In the 
meantime, we will be looking to get 
the memorial restored 

• Village sign and pump at the Ford 
– damage being caused to the 
area, looking at what options there 
are to resolve this – higher kerbs, 
fencing etc.

• Pavement opposite Hadham Hall – 
this is currently too narrow and not 
safe for our litter picker to collect 
litter from the Millfield Lane turn 
off to the Phone mast at Hadham 
Hall.  To look at clearing the 
footpath when the A120 is shut for 
bypass works.  

• Old diversion signs left on the 
roadside

• 40 mph sign missing at 
Hadham Hall 

To report any potholes, flooding 
gullies, or anything you consider needs 
attention, it needs to be reported 

directly to Herts County Council using 
the link on the HCC website and also 
on the PC website.  This link is also 
on the Parish Council website and 
Facebook page.

Faults can also be reported by phone 
to 0300 123 4047

Bypass Public Consultation 
Event

Community engagement with LHPC 
LH school, residents and businesses in 
the Parish and Albury PC

2nd March 2021 
Early presentation to Little Hadham 
Parish Council 

5th March 2021 
Community letter drop advertising 
forthcoming public consultation

15th March 2021 
Engagement with Little Hadham 
Primary School 

From 17th March 2021 
Launch of public consultation online 
and promotional activity  

Consultation open for comments and 
feedback (4 weeks) until 5pm  
14th April 2021

3rd May 2021 
Consultation summary and next steps 
to be communicated

Finally, a big thank you to our Litter 
Picker who is doing an excellent job, 
in spite of the careless people who 
consistently litter our village.  Also, 
to the volunteers who also pick up 
litter and show true community spirit.  
Thank you again.

Have a Hadham.
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Little Hadham Village Hall News
Jan Williamson

Last year we said goodbye to Gill 
Stigwood who has been a caretaker 
and cleaner at the village hall for many 
years.  With no work for the foreseeable 
future Gill decided it was the right time 
for her to move on. We were unable 
to have any formal goodbyes due to 
covid restrictions and it all seemed a bit 
unappreciative on our part. 

This year we have now said goodbye to 
Eileen Booth who also has given many 
years of service to our Hall as Caretaker 
and cleaner, which again feels very flat 
given that we can’t all meet up to show 
our appreciation for all the hard work 
they have both put in over the years.  We 
hope that this will be rectified sometime 
this summer when we can all get 
together to say thank you for the loyalty 
and hard work you both have put in to 
supporting our Village Hall.

This has not been the end of our 
goodbyes as our Treasurer Andrea 
Debohun stood down from her position 
due to moving away from the village. 
So again we would like to thank Andrea 
for her time as Treasurer which has not 
been an easy job in these present times 
of lockdowns. I can however announce 
that we have a new Treasurer Emma 
Branch who moved into the village 
last summer with her family and we 
welcome her onto the Little Hadham 
Village Hall Management Committee.  
We look forward to working with Emma 
who I know will fit in very well.

Last month’s request asking for 
donations towards our windows in the 
main hall has had some interest and, 
in particular, we have had an extremely 
generous offer from a resident in Albury 

chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk

Road.  The offer is substantial and will 
go a long way into achieving our 1st 
phase of window refurbishment in the 
main hall.  If you want to donate on-
line please can you put donation in the 
reference using Little Hadham Village 
Hall Account number  80531804, 
Sort Code 40-12-03.  For any queries 
regarding donations please contact 
treasurer@littlehadhamvillagehall.com  

We are also looking for people 
interested in helping with fundraising or 
have any fundraising ideas to share with 
us.  A fundraising committee will be set 
up and if you are interested in being part 
of this committee please let me know. 
Joan Mckinlay

vice-chair@littlehadhamvillagehall.com

If you are interested in volunteering 
at the hall on a regular basis, please 
let me know what kind of volunteering 
activity you prefer to be involved in and 
if you have any particular skills in DIY 
e.g. securing notices, fit locks, towel 
dispensers, re-felt shed roof, painting, 
gardening etc. In particular we are 
looking for someone who can build a 
wooden unit to facilitate our electrical 
equipment in the main hall. 

vice-chair@littlehadhamvillagehall.com

Fundraising will continue to be a key 
part of the hall's activities this year and 
beyond, as we continue to raise funds 
towards vital refurbishment projects. 

If you have any questions about 
anything you have read please contact 

chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk 
or ring Jan Williamson 01279 771272

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For ALL your PC / IPAD needs; 
Repairs, Upgrades & Training 

www.learnpc.co.uk  
  
 

Call or Email Tracy on 
07521 977997 
learnpc@icloud.com 

 

Little Hadham Afternoon Teas
Wendy Forgham wendyforgham@hotmail.com

Little Hadham Afternoon Teas would 
like to wish you all a very Happy 
Easter and we look forward to seeing 
you on our next delivery date: 

THURSDAY APRIL 29TH

If you are over 60 and would like to 
receive one of our Afternoon Tea 
boxes, please contact me with your 
name, address, phone or email details 
and I will get back to you.

Take care and very best wishes.

Wendy

Contact details:

Phone 01279 776112
Mobile 07817633713
Email wendyforgham@hotmail.com
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Covid Response and Recovery
Jan Williamson chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk

Update on our Community Hub
You will be delighted to hear that 
we now have over 10 mini projects 
happening as part of our vision for 
a Community Hub to cater for all 
residents living along the Ash Valley. 
Volunteers from The Hadhams, 
Hamlets, Pelhams, Albury & Widford 
are all working together to make this 
dream happen. Please get in touch if 
you would like to help. 

Contact Claire on 07595 67421 
or Jan on 07710 325363 for more 
information or go to the website at: 
www.carebank.uk   

Our top 4 Recovery actions as 
lockdown continues

• Are you feeling Lonely or isolated 
Campaign via Health Centre & 
volunteers. 

• Digibuds volunteers contacting 
residents who've asked for help. 
You are all invited to bring tablets 
& Smart phones along for best 
practice sessions when our 
Hub opens. 

• We are building rural links with 
Citizens Advice so financial 
advice or support can be made 
available within 24 hours.  

• Live streaming is being tested 
at LHVH in readiness for 
entertainment and wellness 
activities to start once 
lockdown ends. 

Are you feeling lonely, isolated 
or a bit fed up?
We are here to help you work out what might assist 
you to feel better. 
Please call these local numbers to speak with a volunteer or ask 
the Much Hadham Health Centre for a referral to our local NHS 
Social prescribing team. They are there to help you work out 
what you need to feel less lonely, isolated or fed up.

Much Hadham:  07593 876279

Little Hadham:   07710 325363

The Pelhams:      07599 616444 

The Hamlets:      01279 84102

Albury:                01279 771465

Widford:              01279 842568

Hunsdon:             07825011975

For Bereavement Support: 0808 808 1677  
or www.cruse.org.uk 

For Crisis Support: 0300 123 4044  
or info@hertshelp.net

You can also call 0300 123 4044 and ask for our NHS Social 
Prescribing & Community Navigator Service or visit  
www.hertshelp.net   

Eating for Health & Wellness 
Have a look at some excellent 
advice on eating nutritionally 
produced by Dr Mihaly Saáry, a 
retired hematologist & member 
of our health centre patient 
group. His comprehensive report 
provides valuable insights & 
delicious recipe ideas www.
muchhadhamhealthcentre.co.uk/
page1.aspx?p=13&t=1. There will 
be cooking sessions with Mihaly 
post lockdown.

Village Covid Support Numbers 
Little Hadham: Jan Williamson on  
07710 325363

Much Hadham: Juan on  
07593 876279

For Pelhams area: call    
07599 616444

For lifts to hospital appts:  
0300 123 1677

For help with Adult Social Care: 
0300 123 4042

For help from Carers in Herts:  
01992 586969

For bereavement support:  
0808 808 1677  www.cruse.org.uk
For general crisis support:  
0300 123 4044 or info@hertshelp.net

Citizens Advice
For useful advice and support 
with financial problems, work 
or legal issues visit www.
citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk or 
call 01920 459944



12 13

Stop Stansted Expansion Talking Bowls...or Something
info@stopstanstedexpansion.com Jack www.stopstanstedexpansion.com

THE STANSTED AIRPORT 
PUBLIC INQUIRY COMES TO 
AN END – NOW WE MUST WAIT 
The Stansted Airport Public Inquiry 
to consider plans for further airport 
expansion came to a close on 
Friday 12 March after eight weeks 
of evidence hearings and cross-
examinations.  QCs for the three 
main parties - Manchester Airports 
Group (MAG), Uttlesford District 
Council (UDC) and Stop Stansted 
Expansion (SSE) - presented their 
closing submissions at the end of last 
week.  It will now be for the Panel of 
three Inspectors to decide whether 
to approve the airport expansion 
proposals.  A decision is expected in 
around three months.   

On the very first day, UDC's barrister, 
instructed by UDC’s officers, 
declared that MAG's proposals were 
acceptable, subject only to certain 
conditions which, in SSE's view, were 
so timid as to render them almost 
meaningless. It was an extraordinary 
start to UDC's defence of the decision 
made by its Planning Committee 
in January 2020, by a margin of 10 
votes to nil, to refuse permission 
for the Stansted Airport expansion 
proposals. There was no attempt 
whatsoever by UDC to mount a robust 
defence of the decision of its own 
Planning Committee.   

MAG has made it clear that, if it 
wins its case, it will seek an award of 
costs against UDC but not against 
SSE. Costs at a Public Inquiry can 

only be awarded in the event of 
"unreasonable behaviour" and 
MAG claims that UDC behaved 
unreasonably in defending the appeal. 

This Inquiry might not have been 
necessary if UDC had supported SSE's 
call, three years ago, for the Secretary 
of State for Transport to deal with the 
Stansted Airport Planning Application 
nationally.  Instead, UDC insisted on 
dealing with the application itself, 
despite its limited resources and 
expertise in this area. 

UDC submitted evidence to the 
Inquiry on just 4 topics and for 
each topic it concluded that MAG's 
proposals were acceptable subject to 
conditions.  By contrast, SSE's team 
of specialists, supported by external 
expert consultants and two of the 
country's top planning barristers, 
presented comprehensive evidence to 
the Inquiry on 11 separate topics. The 
result was that MAG directed most 
of its firepower at trying to counter 
the SSE evidence, rather than UDC's 
evidence, such as it was.   

SSE chairman, Peter Sanders 
commented "I am immensely proud 
of SSE’s Inquiry team.  We all realise, 
of course, that this is a David and 
Goliath battle, but it is important to 
remember that it was David who won 
that battle, and he did so by giving it 
his best shot. That is exactly what SSE 
has done on this occasion.  We must 
now wait to see whether the powerful 
evidence that we have submitted will 
be enough to win the day." 

Monday 8th March was a sort of 
'nightingale in Berkley Square' 
moment at the time I walked at Tower 
Hill. Not the romance nor rich melodic 
tweet but like the nightingale, a sound 
unheard for quite awhile. It was of 
course first day back at school and 
the crescendo of  lungs at full stretch 
was deafening.  And why not? After a 
miserable time denied contact with 
all their school friends it was great 
to hear their obvious joy. Not so sure 
I will be taking the same view when 
the noise from the other playground 
in our vicinity returns to some norm, 
namely Stansted airport!

Up at the Green the noise we are 
looking forward to is the knock of 
'wood on wood' as the bowls season 
opens and the indications are that 
we could be back to near normal for 
the summer with competitions and 
matches and maybe some social 
activities as well. Safety first will of 
course be our priority but the worst 
case scenario seems to be that 
members will at least  be able to enjoy 
a glass or two whilst taking in the sun 
and watching or playing bowls and 
talking face to face.  Can't wait!

How about you Ladies and 
Gentlemen?  After this long dreary 
time of isolation we probably all 
have a urge for more social contact, 
interests and exercise.  Bowls 
certainly provides that and to all age 
groups,  so maybe we can help each 
other. We need new members every 

year but with no recruitment last year 
we need a double intake this and have 
set a target of up to twenty.  Some 
think that a bit ambitious but we 
have priced our membership fees  to 
attract at £60 full membership which 
includes unlimited free use of the 
Green, Clubhouse facilities and bar 
at club prices and £15 for non playing 
members. Experience is unnecessary 
as guidance will be given.

This time next month we expect the 
Green and Club to be open and hope 
to welcome people who live alone, 
groups of friends/relations and  also 
the less able. More on that  in the 
next issue. Meanwhile, if you wish to 
know more give Ken a call on 842637. 
Stay safe and lets us hope we can get 
together.

Jack

Much Hadham Bowling Club,  
Recreation Ground, SG10 6DL
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A120 Post-Bypass and Flood Alleviation 
Scheme Public Consultation
A120bypass@hertfordshire.gov.uk  www.hertfordshire.gov.uk

Hertfordshire County Council is 
investing in your community and 
we want to hear from you.

Following on from your feedback 
from the statutory consultation 
regarding the A120 Bypass and 
Flood Alleviation Scheme in 2014, we 
remain committed to creating a safer 
environment for your community 
and encouraging a greater use of 
sustainable transport options in and 
around Little Hadham.

In order to respond to anticipated 
changes to traffic volume and 
movements as a result of the 
new bypass, we are pleased to 
be proposing a number of small 
initiatives which we plan to 
introduce in two phases.

The first phase will be implemented 
shortly after the completion of the 
bypass later this year. Following 
the initial phase our intention is to 
observe the impact of the bypass 
on how people and vehicles use the 
village and identify a proposal for any 
further measures.

In phase one we are proposing:

• a controlled crossing on the A120 
near to Little Hadham Primary 
School so pupils, parents and 
staff have a safe place to cross

• adjustments to traffic signals in 
and around the village centre to 
help the flow of traffic for all road 
users including pedestrians

•  improved gateway signs as 
road users approach the village, 
to encourage people to drive 
carefully and reduce their speed 
on approach.

Phase two initiatives may include:

• enhancements to pedestrian 
routes and crossings

• improvements to bus stops, street 
furniture and landscaping.

Both phases are designed to 
reflect the views and needs of local 
people, residents and businesses, 
and each will be subject to a 
separate consultation.

Where?

The boundary of the proposed 
scheme is defined by the bypass 
roundabouts to the east and west of 
the village, War Memorial to the south 
and Albury Road junction to the north.

Have your say

An online public consultation on 
phase one proposals begins on 
Wednesday 17 March 2021. Given 
the present public health restrictions 

we are unable to offer a public event, 
but we would welcome your feedback 
via our online platform.

We want to know what you think of 
the phase one proposals and to also 
understand from you what other 
initiatives you would like to see in and 
around the village centre to improve 
safe and sustainable travel. Please 
visit: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/
a120postbypassconsultation

The consultation will be live for four 
weeks and close to comments at 5pm 
on Wednesday 14 April.

Should you have any questions or 
require the information in another 
format, please email: a120bypass@
hertfordshire.gov.uk or call 0300 
123 4047.



+44  (0)  7725415826 info@supalawns.com supalawns.com

Locally  based  lawn  care  
services  and  bespoke  
treatment  programmes

Top  Dressing

Weed  &  Moss  Control

Disease  Diagnosis

Specialists  in:

Lawn  Pests

Moles

Rats  &  Mice

Bees  &  Wasps

SierraHomeCare
Personal • Caring • Responsive

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

There's no place 
like home...

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

…to receive care and support 
to live your life, your way

Companionship
Home Help
Personal Care
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NOTICEBOARD

Cover Photos

Now we need some 

lovely springtime 

photos to rival 
our new winter 
collection! 

We have some very talented 

photographers and enthusiasts 

in the village so get your cameras 

at the ready photography friends 

and please send your beautiful 

springtime photos of the village  

to me at: 
littlehadhampn@gmail.com

Make sure they are  

hi-resolution, and have a relatively clear 

space for the name of the magazine.  :-)

Easter Cross at St. 
Cecilia's
Our Easter Cross will be ready to be brought to life on Easter Day, Sunday 4th April. If you are passing the Church on that day, please help us to fill the cross by bringing small posies of flowers and placing them on the cross. It will be in the porch until 11.15, when the service starts.
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Since Lockdown Day, 23rd March 
2020, I have spent some time each 
day recording all wildlife in our small 
garden in Chapel Lane. Today (13th 
March) I recorded my 850th species of 
all things: birds, mammals insects, wild 
flowers, trees, spiders, amphibians 
and assorted others such as snails, 
centipedes etc. The actual 850th 
record was a very smart spider, an 
Agroeca species. The majority of 
creatures are over 420 moth species 
along with more than 60 bird species. 

The rarest I encountered, not once, 
but twice was a very rare fly species, 
Clytiomya continua. There are less 
than 10 records of this fly in the 
entire UK and all of them are from 
Hertfordshire. This record caused 
much interest in the entomological 
world, particularly with Diptera 
enthusiasts (fly specialists.) Wouldn’t 
be at all surprised of several of them 
come along in June and July to try and 
find another specimen. Other good 
records included a few sightings of a 
raven, 14 moth species new for parish 
records including one, Breckland 
plume (Oxyptilus distans) which at the 
time was thought to be a new moth 
for the county until an old record from 
2004 emerged having been netted 
on Therfield Heath near Royston and 
several less common spider species.

All records with plenty of 
photos can be found at https://
littlehadhambirding.blogspot.co.uk 
and then click on Garden list on the 
right hand side. 

Notes from a Small Garden
Jono Forgham jforgham@hotmail.com
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Finally, a walk over Ash Valley 
Golf Course gave great views of 
a wonderfully plumaged male 
Stonechat, a good local record. 
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The Vineyard

As of 8th March we have managed to 
prune all 2,300 vines which has been 
pretty exhausting!   We have had some 
lovely spring days and it has been a 
pleasure working outside.  Luckily it 
hasn’t been too warm as we do not 
want the vines budding too early and 
possibly getting burnt by a late frost, 
which is our biggest problem.

Our next job is to replace the wooden 
posts that have rotted away and sadly 
replace them with metal posts which 
should last longer.  The final step is 
to tie down the canes onto the wires 
ready for them to burst into life.

Free Vines

Our row closest to New Road  has 
been a disaster.  This row is too 
close to a large established hedge 
and cannot compete with this and 
consequently hasn’t grown at all well.  
I am finally going to admit defeat and 
dig these vines up.  I hate throwing 

Heard It Through The Grapevine
Platon Loizou www.fouracresestate.co.uk

away vines so if you have a sunny spot 
in your garden and would like one of 
these vines please send me a text on 
07802 313075.  The vines are Pinot 
Meunier (a red grape) and if nothing 
else the blackbirds will love them.  
The vines are free, please bring a 
spade and a pair of wellingtons.

Tastings and Vineyard Tours

Many people have asked if we do 
wine tours and tastings.  After we are 
released form lockdown and it is safe 
to do so we are planning on allocating 
a week to do tours and tastings of our 
wine and cider.  These will be free of 
charge for the local community.  The 
tours will consist of a maximum of 
10 People and will take 2 hours.  If 
you are interested please email me 
at info@fouracresestate.co.uk and 
I will put you on the list and contact 
you with dates in due course.

Apple Orchard

To date (10th March) I have pruned 
75 of our apple trees.  Some have 
never been pruned so it has been 
quite a job.  I am removing lots of the 
branches that are crossing over and 
the branches that have snapped.  
The winds on this hillside can be 
quite vicious!

Let’s hope the weather continues to 
be kind.  Stay safe everybody and see 
you at the Little Hadham Market.

g r a p h i c  d e s i g n  

because all design begins with a humble line 

Do you need a graphic designer? 

I’m an experienced freelance designer 
based in the village. I can help you with: 

Branding & Logo Design
Leaflets, Posters, Brochures, Reports
Packaging
Web Design
Social Media Campaigns, Banners & Ads
Copywriting / Typesetting
CV design (make your CV stand out)

www.thehumbleline.com

Traditional Pole and Clear 
Span Frame marquees for 

any occasion

www.eclecticmarquees.co.uk
01279 655386
07548 704236

VST 
PAINTING & 
DECORATING

Laurence Baldwin
laurence@vstdecorating.co.uk

01279 491704

07989 968278

Fully Insured
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The Hundred Parishes Society
Ken McDonald

Guilds were an early form of trade 
association. They became established 
in the Middle Ages by groups of 
merchants to control standards and 
promote their particular craft or skill 
in the locality in which they operated. 
Some acquired sufficient funds and 
status to erect their own premises 
or Guildhalls in market towns. These 
buildings were used for meetings and 
other functions by the guilds. Some 
were designed to allow markets or 
trade on the ground floor. 

The Hundred Parishes has some 
wonderful surviving examples of 
guildhalls. Thaxted is probably the 
best known - three storeyed, timber 
framed and jetted, built in the 15th 
century. Thaxted was an important 
centre of cutlery manufacture and 
it is believed the cutlers helped to 
fund the building we now know as 
the Guildhall. Its original purpose is 
uncertain; it may have had broader 
uses as a moot hall or civic meeting 
place. The building later became 
a school and today it is used for 
parish council and other meetings 
and incorporates a small museum of 
Thaxted’s history.

The guildhall at Linton was built in 
1523 and is now a private house. 
It was once the home of Sir John 
Kendrew who was awarded the Nobel 
Prize for Chemistry in 1962. 

Finchingfield’s 15th-century guildhall 
stands beside the parish church. In 
the past it was used as almshouses 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk

and now the renovated building 
houses a library and excellent 
museum. The first floor is used in 
non-Covid times for courses and is 
available for private hire.

In Church Lane Clavering you will 
find a 15th-century timber-framed 
and plastered building. Now a private 
dwelling, it was built as the guildhall 
and later served as a workhouse and 
then almshouses. 

Ashdon’s former 15th-century 
guildhall, behind the church, also 
later served as a workhouse before 
becoming a private house. 

Clavering Former Guildhall

Ashdon Former Guildhall

Linton Former Guildhall

Thaxted Guildhall
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contact one of the committee 
members for a copy or there will be 
a supply in the Post Office. We have 
amended the previous schedule in 
order to save money as last years 
show did not go ahead due to Covid.

We love to hear your gardening 
queries, if you have any questions 
about your garden or plants please 
email them to us at: 

littlehadhampn@gmail.com 

and Anne will get back to you. 

As the Covid regulations are being 
eased slightly and subject to no 
further changes by the government, 
we are planning to hold our Plant 
Sale this year on Saturday 29th May 
from 2-4pm in the Village Hall car 
park. Regretfully, there will be no 
refreshments this year

Please give us a thought when 
digging up any plants this year and 
pot them on for the sale.

Also, the Autumn Show has been 
booked for Sunday 5th September. 
If you require a schedule, please 

Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
Anne Willett

 
All repair work undertaken 

24hr Roadside Recovery 

Aircon Servicing  

Body shop 

And more 

 



 

Gilly B Interiors
Bespoke, handmade curtains, blinds & soft furnishings. 

Interior design

No. 2 Duckling Lane, Sawbridgeworth, CM21 9QA 
01992 276082 / 07710 146941  www.interiorsbygillyb.com  enquiries@interiorsbygillyb.com     

Tuesday-Friday 10am – 5pm  Monday & Saturday client appointment by request      

We stock a selection of more than 
200 wines from most French wine 
regions including Bordeaux, Loire 
Valley, a few international gems, 
Champagne & Cognac.  
Delivery to all UK addresses. 

info.wine.story@gmail.com 
2 Hadham Hall, Little Hadham, SG11 2AU
07921 770 691 |       thewinestoryclub

We have 6 bottle mixed 
cases starting at £58. Email 
us for full private catalogue 
or contact Thibault on the 
details below.

If you love life, then you’ll love 
The Wine Story Club

Your local independent Wine Merchant

www.thewinestoryclub.com

Free delivery to 
the Hadham’s 
& surrounding 
villages from 12 

bottles. 
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Fingers crossed: we are going to be open 
for visitors on 18 April. Entry will be by 
ticket, available through our website from 
late March, and to season ticket holders 
and friends. 
Over the last few years our volunteers 
have been adding to the planting in the 
Gardens to ensure there is colour in 
April, as well as the fresh greens of the 
grass and trees. We look forward to late 
flowering daffodils and tulips, which look 
fantastic set against the euphorbia in the 
Italian garden; and the blossom on the 
fruit trees and the flowering cherries. We 
hope visitors will also be able to see the 
stonemasons’ progress on restoring the 
balustrade around the lilypond. We will 
provide our usual excellent bacon, cheese 
or hummus butties, homemade cake and 
hot and cold drinks; and we will have 
social distancing measures in place.  

Jill Goldsmith
www.eastonlodge.co.uk

Volunteers have been working hard 
to make the Gardens ready for visitors. 
There’s been more dead-hedging. This is 
a great way to tidy away the branches and 
twigs around the Gardens, as it provides 
a habitat for bugs, a boundary (although 
it probably won’t keep the deer out!) and 
does not add to greenhouse gas emissions, 
as it would if we had bonfires instead. 
March was a month for planting the first 
flower, herb and vegetable seeds and the 
seed potatoes; transplanting cuttings; and 
more pruning and tidying.  It was also time 
for completing the work underway on the 
paths so visitors can get around. 
So, if you have not already done so, set the 
date in your diaries and find the details 
and the link to the ticketing arrangements 
on our website www.eastonlodge.co.uk 
and facebook page www.facebook.com/
thegardensofeastonlodge. 



 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk
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Excellent opportunities for pupils 
aged 3-11 years

Care provision from 
7.45am to 6.00pm.

Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

for more details
A ‘Good’ school that nurtures a love 

for learning  OFSTED 2018
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk
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Inoculation against Smallpox – 
A Hadham Connection
Edward Jenner is generally accepted 
as the father of cowpox vaccination for 
smallpox.  However inoculation with 
material from those with a mild variant 
of the disease itself, to prevent serious 
disease, had been used in the Far East 
for at least 1000 years.  The procedure 
was introduced in England in the 
1720s, via the Ottomans. 

One leading inoculator was local 
Quaker Dr Thomas Dimsdale who 
practiced medicine in Hertford and in 
his retirement, researched smallpox 
inoculation.  In 1767 he published 
his findings and was elected a fellow 
of the Royal Society in 1769.  His 
reputation spread to Catherine the 
Great of Russia, who he successfully 
inoculated along with many members 
of her Court.  She gratefully gave 
him the large sum of £10,000, with a 
significant annuity and the title “Baron 
of the Russian Empire”.  She arranged 
fast horses to speed him home in case 
patients had adverse reactions, but 
these were not needed.  He returned to 
Hertford, became its MP, died in 1800 
and was buried in the Quaker burial 
ground at Bishops’ Stortford.

Baron Dimsdale was also a major 
landowner in the Hadhams.  He owned 
Cutlers (now Turtle) Farm at South End, 
Much Hadham, along with 78 acres 
of land and 330 acres with their farms 
and cottages, mostly sited along the 
river in Little Hadham.

Dimsdale’s success in Russia is 
surprising given European anti-

inoculation attitudes.  Voltaire wrote 
in 1733 that Europeans thought the 
English were fools and madmen to 
inoculate with mild variants of smallpox.  
The English countered by saying it was 
better to give a little pain in order to 
prevent dying later from the full blown 
disease.  It would appear that European 
scepticism continues to this day in 
some quarters.

Country doctor Edward Jenner was 
aware that milkmaids rarely caught 
smallpox and thought that endemic 
cowpox was protecting them.  In 1796, 
he confirmed his theory by innoculating 
an 8 year old boy with cowpox, since 
called vaccination, by showing it 
protected him from smallpox. This was 
much safer than inoculation with mild 
smallpox itself, and became routinely 
adopted. The rest is history!

The success of vaccination angered 
doctors using traditional but ineffective 
"quack" methods, concerned it would 
deprive them of their livelyhoods.  A 
1808 cartoon (now in the Wellcome 
Museum) illustrates Dimsdale 
and Jenner with halos, defending 
themselves against doctors wielding 
lancets one of whom says "Curse these 
vaccinators, we shall all be starved".  
Another negative cartoon showed 
people developing cows' heads, 
growing horns etc etc!   Fake news is 
not new....

Forthcoming Events: It is hoped 
to recommence our Programme 
in late summer and will be duly 
announced on our Web site under 
the Heading "Events"

Mike Clark 01279 842131

Mike Clark
www.thehadhamshistorysociety.org.uk



             HAND CARVED MEMORIALS 

ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 10 YEARS 
 A local craftsman making 

 beautiful memorials in 
  stone and wood using traditional 

  tools and techniques 

0077770011  002277004422  
Pardon Mill, Harlow, Essex, CM20 2HP 

simonlangs@hotmail.co.uk 
www.simonlangsdalelettercarver.co.uk 

 
  HOUSE SIGNS  BIRDBATHS  BENCHES  PLAQUES 
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Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

 

WWOOOODD  
BBRRIIQQUUEETTTTEESS  

            
HHiigghh  bbuurrnn  tteemmppeerraattuurreess,,  
SSaaffee  ffoorr  wwoooodd  bbuurrnneerrss,,  
VVeerryy  llooww  aasshh  ccoonntteenntt,,  

CClleeaann  ttoo  hhaannddllee  
  
££33  ppeerr  bbaagg  ccoolllleecctteedd  ffrroomm  

FFuurrnneeuuxx  PPeellhhaamm  oorr    
££55  ppeerr  bbaagg  ffrreeee  llooccaall  
ddeell iivveerryy  ((mmiinn  oorrddeerr  

vvaapppplliieess))    
  

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoo  pplleeaassee  ccaall ll    
0011227799  777777666666  oorr  eemmaaiill  
jjaannbboorr@@bbttccoonnnneecctt..ccoomm    

  
AAllll  pprriicceess  aarree  iinncclluussiivvee  ooff  VVAATT  

cchhaarrggeedd  aatt  55%%  

At this time of year, while the weather 
alternates between gales and gloom, 
I usually write something positive 
and spring-like to encourage you 
all to look ahead to the new season 
with eager anticipation – sorry, not 
this time!  Nearly a month ago, I was 
helping hubby transfer some 20k feed 
bags from the boot of the car, when 
I somehow lost my balance and fell, 
head first, onto the concrete ground.

I don’t remember too much about it, 
only that my face hurt like crazy and I 
was given a wet towel to hold over it.

One ambulance and half a dozen of 
their people later I was told to go to 
Harlow hospital. Nine hours after 
that I knew I had a broken nose, an 
eye which wouldn’t open at all and 
a broken bone beneath that eye. 
My face was black and blue all over, 
had taken a strange shape and I felt 
distinctly dreadful.

I still look mighty strange and I have 
been thankful for those anti- Covid 
face masks, which have covered 
most of my blackened face!

We have all had dealings with 
Princess Alexandra Hospital to 
a greater or lesser degree and 
probably have mixed feelings about 
the place. But speak as I find, they 
have been wonderful to me. I have 
seen lovely consultants in various 
departments who have all been kind 
and caring. I’ve more appointments 
to come which although not 
pleasant, are at least no longer scary.

Rural Ramblings
Cherry Mardell

Which is why, this month, I’m not 
drooling on about spring flowers nor 
complaining that we now know that 
the work on our old house will now 
take SIX weeks during which time we 
are barred from entering the kitchen. 
What will be, will be!



Maundy Thursday 1st  8.00pm  Holy Communion (Steve)
Good Friday 2nd  Please see noticeboards and www.riverashchurches.org.uk for details
Wednesday 7th  10.00am  Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)
Wednesday 14th  10.00am  Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)
Saturday 17th  4.30pm   Messy Church in St Andrew's Church
Wednesday 21st  10.00am  Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)
Wednesday 28th   10.00am Little Hadham Communion (Steve) + Zoom

Parish Services April 2021 
Benefice of: Little Hadham | Much Hadham | Albury

All are welcome to join our services which are streamed via 
Zoom until further notice. 

For Zoom details and link please contact the rectory:  
rectorhightrees@btinternet.com or call: 01279 842609.

Other Dates:

Easter Sunday

4th April
Easter 2 

11th April
Easter 3 

18th April
Easter 4 

25th April

St 
Andrew’s

Much 
Hadham

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

St 
Cecilia’s 

Little 
Hadham

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

St Mary’s 
Albury

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

Services 
at other 

Churches

8 am 
BCP Holy 

Communion 
St Thomas 

Perry Green 
Michael


