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Prayer Chain:

Within our congregations we have a 
network of people who will receive 
prayer requests. Whatever the 
problem, worry, anxiety or personal 
need, when received, it will be 
forwarded to the people on the 
chain who will pray immediately for 
each request for a period of time. All 
requests will be confidential.

Please ring anytime: 
Janet: 842 671
Karin: 771 532
Alice 504 781

Rector of the Parish:
Revd. Steve Bate
01279 842 609
muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com

Churchwarden:
Karin Green
01279 771 532
gouldburn.green@outlook.com

Editor:
Anne Wright
littlehadhampn@gmail.com

To find out more about the life of our 
Church, please visit our website: 
www.riverashchurches.org.uk

Editorial Deadline:

All articles for inclusion, sponsorship 
and copy and payment for advertising 
in the next issue must be received by 
the15th of the month. 

(BACS preferred, email the editor for 
details.)

Editor reserves the right to edit down 
copy received and omit accompanying 
pictures where necessary.

View the Parish News Online including 
back issues: www.littlehadham.com

Letter from the Rectory
Revd. Steve Bate

During January, I decided I really had 
to book an eye test.  There were two 
reasons. First, my annual test was 
overdue. Second, I lost my glasses 
while clearing the garden, which 
left me using an old pair of glasses 
with an older prescription. The older 
prescription glasses did work but 
my vision didn’t quite have the same 
clarity. With a new pair of glasses 
came greater clarity – everything 
was much sharper and clearer. This 
month, February, brings us to the 
season of Lent. Lent is a time when 
Christians can sharpen their vision of 
who they are in Christ and how they 
live out that vision in their daily lives. 

To help us in that process 
throughout Lent, there’s a wide 
range of resources available to draw 
upon, from all kinds of Christian 
organisations. There’s #LiveLent: 
God's Story, Our Story, offered by 
the Church of England. From Ash 
Wednesday (17 February) to Easter 
Sunday (4 April), there will be six 
reflections for each week. Each 
reflection will include a short passage 
from the Bible, a brief exploration 
of the reading, and a prayer. Each 
week has its own theme and there 
are suggested actions for each week. 
It comes in different formats to suit 
different people: in booklets, on the 
Church of England website, through 
emails, smart speakers, a phone app 
or social media.  

For something with 
a more local flavour, 
you can join us on 
Zoom, together with 
the churches of Braughing, Furneux 
Pelham and Stocking Pelham for our 
Ash and Quin Valleys Group Lent 
course. Keep an eye open on our 
website for more details.

Or, if you’d like to do some Lent 
reading of your own, why not take a 
look at eden.co.uk, where you’ll find 
a wide choice of recommended Lent 
books. Their suggestions include 
Living His Story by Hannah Steele, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent book 
for 2021.

Finally, a note about our services 
during Lent. We are currently holding 
our services only online and this will 
be reviewed regularly. Recordings 
on CDs are also available. Please 
look out for updates on our website: 
riverashchurches.org.uk. Churches 
have been permitted to meet in their 
buildings for services but many have 
concluded that it is wise not to do so, 
and to meet online. My own view is 
that it is essential to play our part in 
containing the new variant of virus 
and keep each other safe – especially 
those who are more vulnerable.

Every blessing.

Little Hadham Parish News

The magazine is written by 
many contributors who report 
for themselves or for a club or 
organisation they represent. The 
church and production team does not 
necessarily agree with the opinions 
aired in any article printed here. 

Cover Photo: 
Field view Bury Green. © Jill Goddard.



4 5

Dr Paul Haimes

Down at the Doctors

The Covid-19 vaccinations are now 
underway and, as of mid-January, most 
of our patients over the age of 80 have 
received their first dose. In keeping 
with Government guidance (at the time 
of writing!) the second doses will be 
administered at 12 weeks.

Please don’t contact the surgery 
about your vaccination.

All patients will be contacted in due 
course, as we work our way through 
the priority list on the Government 
website. These are;

Group 1
Residents in care home for older 
adults and their carers

Group 2
All those over 80 plus front-line health 
and social care workers

Group 3
All those over 75

Group 4
All those over 70 plus clinically 
extremely vulnerable individuals

Group 5
All those over 65

Group 6
All individuals aged 16-64 with 
underlying health conditions which 
put them at higher risk of serious 
disease and mortality

Group 7
All those over 60

This month I would just like to send 
a massive thank you to the many 
friends, neighbours, acquaintances, 
and cake eaters who have sent me get 
well messages and left parcels on my 
doorstep over the last few weeks. 

I have been truly humbled by the array 
of cards, food parcels, flowers and get 
well gifts that I have received from the 
lovely people of Little Hadham. 

At the end of November, after a routine 
mammogram, I was diagnosed with 
recurring Breast Cancer. By the 2nd 
December I was admitted to the Rivers 
Hospital for further and final surgery. 

Although I am now well on the road 
to recovery, our Christmas Afternoon 
Tea Boxes were reluctantly cancelled 
after I had to admit defeat and accept 
that although the mind was willing the 

Need Prescriptions Collected?

A prescription collection service is 
being offered by Amanda Davey for 
residents unable to go themselves.

Phone Amanda on 07775 896959

Group 8
All those over 55

Group 9
All those over 50

If you have a mobile phone, you 
should receive a text with a link 
which will enable you to make your 
own appointment. Otherwise, we will 
phone you and book the appointment 
during that call. 

National Superhubs have been set 
up for the Covid vaccine and our 
nearest one is in Stevenage. If you 
are invited but cannot get there, don’t 
worry; it is NOT compulsory to attend 
a Superhub.  We will still contact you 
in due course when the vaccine is 
available for you locally.

Let’s hope for some return to 
normality in 2021; my golf clubs 
and saxophone have seized up!!

Stay safe

Little Hadham Afternoon Teas
Wendy Forgham wendyforgham@hotmail.comwww.muchhadhamhealthcentre.co.uk

body just wasn’t haven’t any of it!  

So with that in mind, as well as the 
present lockdown restrictions, details 
of our next delivery will be in next 
month’s magazine.

Until then I will leave you with these 
warming winter words, and although 
for the time being, some of us are 
unable to have the luxury of ‘the touch 
of a friendly hand’ and those ‘talks 
beside the fire’ may have to come via 
technology, it is indeed the time to 
stay at home. 

Winter is the time for comfort,
for good food and warmth,
for the touch of a friendly hand
and for a talk beside the fire:
It is the time for home.
-Edith Sitwell



SierraHomeCare
Personal • Caring • Responsive

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

There's no place 
like home...

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

…to receive care and support 
to live your life, your way

Companionship
Home Help
Personal Care
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Little Hadham Village Hall News
Jan Williamson

Well that was indeed a strange 
Christmas!  So many twists and turns 
in the build up to Christmas all of 
which ended up like a firework that 
didn’t go off and your expectations 
just became disappointment with 
buckets of sadness.  Moving forward…

I would like to start with thanking Sally 
Helme and her children plus any other 
children that were involved in making 
Christmas Cards that we were able 
to deliver to some of our isolating 
residents in Little Hadham.  This 
was coupled with some additional 
presents of boxes of Christmas 
kindness donated by Hertfordshire 
County Council and some volunteers 
who so kindly cooked and delivered 
Christmas lunches for some of our 
residents who spent Christmas on 
their own. Thank you to all of you who 
put a smile on so many faces.  

Secondly I would like to say thank 
you to Oliver Cave and his team at 
Scaffolding Connect who every year 
kindly donate the proceeds of their 
Christmas raffle to the village hall that 
could not have been better timed.

Another thank you is to Mokut Mower 
Services who had supported us in 
cutting our grass when we thought 
we would have to do it ourselves.  We 
have had to cut back on many of our 
outgoings in order that we can survive 
this pandemic.  

The borehole investigations have 
been done which we thank Parish 
Council for paying for and we are 
now waiting for the results.  I must 

chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk

apologise to the residents living 
near the village hall for the noise 
it generated that day. I hadn’t 
appreciated how loud it would be and 
I should have notified you all.  

We have had to reschedule the 
kitchen refurbishment again which 
will now commence on 25th January 
courtesy of Clarion Futures who have 
worked hard to ensure we get the 
best layout for our future needs.

You will also notice in February/
March the arrival of 2 containers that 
will be replacing the old and leaky 
green one.   This will provide us with 
some additional storage capacity 
that will give us convenient storage 
whilst we tidy up the outside area and 
ensure maximum hall space whilst we 
have to deliver a covid secure venue. 
This will be a temporary placement 
which is part of a long term plan to 
make better usage of our outdoor 
space which will be aesthetically 
pleasing and more functional.  

If you would like to get involved as a 
volunteer we are always looking for 
people with knowledge and skills 
especially if they are suited to big 
projects such as our refurbishment. 

Lastly I am pleased to say that 
our advert for a new Treasurer in 
last month’s newsletter has been 
answered and I will introduce you to 
her when it is official.

If you would like any information 
about this newsletter please email 
chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk 
Tel: 01279 771272  Jan Williamson.

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For ALL your PC / IPAD needs; 
Repairs, Upgrades & Training 

www.learnpc.co.uk  
  
 

Call or Email Tracy on 
07521 977997 
learnpc@icloud.com 

 

O.P.I, Jane Iredale Makeup, Shellac & LVL 



Your local 
independent 
wine 
merchant

We stock a selection of 
more than 200 wines 
from most French 
wine regions including 
Bordeaux, Loire Valley, a 
few international gems, 
Champagne & Cognac. 
We deliver to all UK 
addresses. 

We have 12 bottle mixed cases starting at £99

info.wine.story@gmail.com 
07921 770 691 |  www.winestory.co.uk
2 Hadham Hall, Little Hadham, SG11 2AU

Free delivery to 
the Hadham’s 
& surrounding 
villages from 12 

bottles. 

Email us for full private 
catalogue or contact 
Thibault on the details below.

 

             HAND CARVED MEMORIALS 

ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 10 YEARS 
 A local craftsman making 

 beautiful memorials in 
  stone and wood using traditional 

  tools and techniques 

0077770011  002277004422  
Pardon Mill, Harlow, Essex, CM20 2HP 

simonlangs@hotmail.co.uk 
www.simonlangsdalelettercarver.co.uk 

 
  HOUSE SIGNS  BIRDBATHS  BENCHES  PLAQUES 

g r a p h i c  d e s i g n  

because all design begins with a humble line 

Do you need a graphic designer? 

I’m an experienced freelance designer 
based in the village. I can help you with: 

Rebranding & Logo Design
Leaflets, Flyers, Posters, Brochures, Reports
Packaging
Web Design
Social Media Campaigns, Banners & Ads
Copywriting / Typesetting
CV design (make your CV stand out)

www.thehumbleline.com
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Covid Response and Recovery
Jan Williamson chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk

Covid Village Support Group 
Jan Williamson on  07710 325363 
or 01279 771272

For Much Hadham area call Juan 
on 07593 876279

For Prescription collection  
Amanda Davey 07775 896959

For lifts to hospital appts:  
0300 123 1677

For help with Adult Social Care: 
0300 123 4042

For help from Carers in Herts:  
01992 586969

For bereavement support:  
0808 808 1677  www.cruse.org.uk
For general crisis support:  
0300 123 4044 or info@hertshelp.net

Citizens Advice
For useful advice and support 
with financial problems, work 
or legal issues visit www.
citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk or 
call 01920 459944

• Anyone experiencing a mental 
health crisis can get help at 
www.hpft.nhs.uk and there is an 
excellent new NHS tool to help 
you look after your mental health 
at www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-
mind-matters/

• Shielding info www.gov.uk/
coronavirus-shielding-support

• Vaccination timings www.

omnicalculator.com/health/
vaccine-queue-uk and UK 
numbers at www.england.nhs.
uk/statistics/statistical-work-
areas/covid-19-vaccinations/

• Social distancing rules www.
gov.uk/guidance/national-
lockdown-stay-at-home

Update on Community Hub 
Crowdfunding Campaign 
You have now helped us raise 
over £6000 which will all go to 
helping our frail and vulnerable stay 
connected.  We are working very 
closely with our Health Centre to 
ensure all our patients will have the 
opportunity to benefit from the social, 
digital, entertainment and well-being 
outreach services offered by our new 
Hub. You can follow our progress at 
www.carebank.uk
Contact Claire on 07595 67421 or 
Jan on 07710 325363 if you would 
like more information about this new 
way of looking after your well-being 
or would like to get involved as a 
hub volunteer.

We are in the process of training 
digital champions who will be able 
to help and support our residents 
who have asked for help last year.  
This will enable us to all work in 
a safe and united way which will 
benefit our residents.  The focus for 
most people at present is to get the 
Covid vaccinations done but we will 
be here and preparing to deliver what 
we have promised when we are out 
of lockdown.
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The Parish Council Meetings are now 
being held remotely via Zoom.  These 
are on the first Tuesday of each month, 
from 7.30pm.  If you wish to join the 
meeting, contact the Clerk and you 
will be provided with log in details 
-  clerklittlehadham@gmail.com or 
01920 870809.  Agendas are posted 
on noticeboards and the Little Hadham 
Parish Council website.

Councillor Vacancy
Your Parish Council works hard in the 
background to keep Little Hadham 
a place we are all proud to call our 
home.  But, we need a new councillor 
to complete our council.  If you care 
about where you live and want to see 
it continue to thrive, contact the Clerk 
to find out a little more about the role.  
There are 10 meetings a year to attend, 
usually 1.5 hours, plus any ad hoc 
projects being undertaken in the parish. 
The role is ideal for anyone that wants to 
make a difference in our community.

Good News – we will shortly 
have two Speed Indicator 
Devices in the village

Carole Page
Little Hadham Parish Council

www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk

The two Speed Indicator Devices have 
been ordered, and all going to plan 
will be installed by 31st March.  They 
will have the smiley green face if you 
are within the speed limit, and the red 
frowning face if you are going too fast.

Allotment Plot Available
There is an allotment plot available, 
please contact Councillor Wilkinson 
if interested.

Footpaths
These are being very well used at 
present throughout the parish and as 
a result are very muddy but hopefully 
with a little more sunshine they will dry 
out.  People are very pleased that we do 
have so many footpaths and live in an 
attractive area so that we are all tempted 
to get out and enjoy the fresh air!

Litter is still a  nuisance as passing 
traffic drivers drop many tins etc but lots 
of local people collect up the litter and 
recycle what they can, this all assists 
our litter picker who does a very good 
job for us all.

Your Councillors 

Cllr Michael Attwell

Cllr Mary Wilkinson

Cllr Freddie Arkell 

Cllr Richard Mardell

Cllr Carolyn Westlake 

Cllr Tony Reeves-Hoodless

Green Street/Hadham Hall 

michaelattwelllittlehadham@btinternet.com

Contact us if you have anything you 
wish to share or just have a question:

Westland Green 

mary@touchwoodhomes.co.uk

Church End / A120 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk

Cradle End /Bury Green 

anthonyhoodless@gmail.com

The Ford 

carolynwestlakelhpc@gmail.com

The Ash 

freddiearkell@outlook.com
Albury Road: Coming into the village from 
Albury after the speed limit sign 

The Ford: Coming into the village from Much 
Hadham after the speed limit sign 
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February Antiques Fair

The Antiques Fair won’t be 

going ahead on the 14th 

February. The next one may or 
may not be in May. 

Watch this space!  

NOTICEBOARD

Cover 
Photos
Thank you 
so much to 
everyone who 
has sent me lovely wintry 
photos for the cover. Now 
I have a new and much 
better problem - choosing 
just one each month! 

Keep em coming, the more 

the merrier! 

Please email them to:  
littlehadhampn@gmail.com

Gilly B Interiors
Bespoke, handmade curtains, blinds & soft furnishings. 

Interior design

No. 2 Duckling Lane, Sawbridgeworth, CM21 9QA 
01992 276082 / 07710 146941  www.interiorsbygillyb.com  enquiries@interiorsbygillyb.com     

Tuesday-Friday 10am – 5pm  Monday & Saturday client appointment by request      

 
All repair work undertaken 

24hr Roadside Recovery 

Aircon Servicing  

Body shop 

And more 
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All rather quiet in the garden at 
present, with little insect activity 
including no moths to the trap so far in 
January (up to the 13th.) However, the 
trap is catching other things such as 
Sylvicola fly species, or Winter gnats 
and a fair few of the tiny Linyphiidae 
species of spider, normally called 
money spiders. There are 123 species 
of these and, at 2.5mm in length, a 
really difficult job to identify to species.

Redwings continue to gorge on the 
holly berries next door and by the time 
you are reading this I am sure they 
will have finished the task of stripping 
the tree bare. Another raven flew 
over, causing the resident jackdaws, 
crows and rooks to start mobbing it 
before they all settled in a tree near 
the allotments. Goldfinches have 
moved back into the garden, always 
wonderful to see.

I am continuing my daily Garden 
Safaris and have now reached a total of 
815 species of bird, insect, plant, tree 
and miscellaneous other creatures 
such as snail and slug species, along 
with 45 spider species. May make 
850 by 23rd March, Lockdown Day 
number 1, the day I started recording. 
Just up from where we live, I tracked 
down a Little owl roost. Hope to get 
some better photos on a bright spring 
evening. I also discovered several barn 
owl pellets so have been out searching 
for it. No success by the time this goes 
to press.

If anyone sees any owls on a regular 
basis, I would love to hear about them. 
jforgham@hotmail.com.  
Many thanks.

Notes from a Small Garden
Jono Forgham jforgham@hotmail.com
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It’s pruning time at Four Acres.  I have 
to prune all the vines as well as the 
apple trees in the orchard before the 
Spring.  Let’s hope the weather is 
kind to me!  If this job is not done and 
the vines are just allowed to grow we 
wouldn’t have space to walk between 
the rows as they grow incredibly fast 
like creepers and would produce very 
little fruit.

The grapes fruit on last year’s wood 
so two canes are selected to leave 
on the vine and the rest are pruned 
to encourage the vine to have a good 
head.  We also leave two Spurs for the 
following year.

A few years ago I had a small trike 
built by Graham of Kettle Green Lane 
on which I “scoot” down the rows.  
This saves me constantly bending 
over which at my age does my back 
no favours.  Once the canes are 
pruned we take them away and burn 
them to help prevent any disease in 
the vineyard.

Heard It Through The Grapevine
Platon Loizou www.fouracresestate.co.uk

When all the pruning is finished the 
canes that are left have to be tied 
down onto the wires.  This is usually 
done in March or early April.

Pruning is hard work, however on 
a blue sky day with the sun shining 
and the kites and buzzards circling 
overhead looking for lunch there 
really is nothing I would rather be 
doing.  I can normally prune a row 
of 83 vines in a day which means it 
should take a month, with a fair wind 
blowing, to complete the task.  Let’s 
hope we get a few more sunny days,

Stay safe everybody.

VST 
PAINTING & 
DECORATING

Laurence Baldwin
laurence@vstdecorating.co.uk

01279 491704

07989 968278

Fully Insured

2300 vines to prune, building up the motivation Yes! One done 2299 to go... 
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The Hundred Parishes Society
Ken McDonald

Our area has a good number of so-
called “Hertfordshire puddingstones”. 
I am not convinced that Hertfordshire 
has any real justification for claiming 
the puddingstone because examples 
can be found on both sides of 
the Essex / Hertfordshire county 
boundary.  I recently acquired a copy 
of “Puddingstone Walks in Essex”, a 
neat little book that describes walking 
routes which in total pass more than 
twenty puddingstones or groups of 
puddingstones in the Essex part of 
the Hundred Parishes.
A puddingstone is a conglomerate of 
many small, rounded and colourful 
pebbles that appear to have been 
cemented together. Geologists explain 
that they were formed around 50 
million years ago and were deposited 
in this area by a retreating glacier, 
possibly only 10,000 years ago at the 
end of the last Ice Age. 
Some puddingstones lay where they 
were deposited, whilst others have 
been moved to more convenient 
locations and sometimes put to good 
use. Brent Pelham and Arkesden 
have incorporated them into their 
war memorials. Others are visible in 
Arkesden in the stream of Wicken 
Water beside the bridge. 
Stones have been used as building 
material within walls in Much Hadham 
and Wendens Ambo, in Great 
Hallingbury’s church tower and in St 
Helen’s Chapel at Wicken Bonhunt. 
One in Standon is proudly displayed, 
whilst a large puddingstone in 
Newport seems to have been 
unceremoniously abandoned beside 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk

Arkesden

The Three Hills in Bartlow, 

the approach road to the station. 
Others stand in Tilty churchyard, by 
the pump at Ugley Green, in Saffron 
Walden Museum’s grounds, by the 
Shell House in Hatfield Forest and 
beside the Yew Tree pub in Manuden.
No doubt there are many more – I 
would be pleased to hear of any that 
I have missed – please email me at 
hundredparishes@btinternet.com, 
if possible with a photo. Will we find 
more in Hertfordshire or Essex?

Wendens Ambo Ugley Green Brent Pelham

Newport Standon
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3. Pruning at the wrong time of year.

4. Not taking care when lifting 
heavy items.

5. Not wearing sunscreen.  (We 
should be so lucky)

We love to hear your gardening 
queries, if you have any questions 
about your garden or plants please 
email them to us at:  
 
littlehadhampn@gmail.com 

and Anne will get back to you. 

Our hopes for getting a lot done in 
December were largely dashed by 
the weather but the rains have filled 
the lilypond, so there is an upside! 
We are now planning to complete key 
essential winter maintenance jobs in 
January.  A tree has come down and 
needs clearing, the entrance path 
needs relaying and there are more 
new trees that need to be planted too. 

As you will appreciate, it is particularly 
difficult this year to look forward 
with confidence. We are still hoping 
to be able to open for snowdrops in 
February, for a very restricted number 
of visitors, by ticket only, and with 
social distancing measures in place. 
The snowdrops are coming through 
and are not ahead of themselves, for 
once. We will be taking a decision at 
the end of January and details one way 

Jill Goldsmith
www.eastonlodge.co.uk

or another will be on facebook and on 
our website www.eastonlodge.co.uk. 

The good news is that the work on the 
restoration of the balustrade has been 
continuing. Stonemasons in Wiltshire 
have been turning the 91 balusters 
needed to replace the broken ones 
and our contractors, Herringbone, are 
still expecting to be working on site 
in March. Hopefully, in March we will 
be able to open for our weekly Open 
Thursdays, as planned, so visitors will 
be able to see the work in progress 
and the daffodils! 

It is still not too late to support our 
balustrade restoration project – 
details can be found on the website 
Restoration page: www.eastonlodge.
co.uk/the-gardens/restoration. 

Stay safe!  Due to the current lockdown all 
meetings are cancelled until further 
notice. The Committee are thinking 
of changing the current format 
of our meetings once we are out 
of lockdown. If anybody has any 
suggestions please contact me or 
another committee member.

Spring will soon be here and we 
will be outside tidying our gardens 
so I thought the following might be 
of interest.

Gardening mistakes to avoid:

1. Not warming up before digging.

2. Letting weeds take over.

Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
Anne Willett



+44  (0)  7725415826 info@supalawns.com supalawns.com

Locally  based  lawn  care  
services  and  bespoke  
treatment  programmes

Top  Dressing

Weed  &  Moss  Control

Disease  Diagnosis

Specialists  in:

Lawn  Pests

Moles

Rats  &  Mice

Bees  &  Wasps
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Stop Stansted Expansion
info@stopstanstedexpansion.com  www.stopstanstedexpansion.com

Have a Hadham.

STANSTED AIRPORT PUBLIC 
INQUIRY  

A Fight for our Future 

After more than three years of fierce 
resistance by the local community, 
the proposed expansion of Stansted 
Airport will be decided by a Public 
Inquiry which opens tomorrow 
[Tuesday 12 January].  The outcome 
will determine whether Uttlesford, 
East Herts, and other surrounding 
districts will continue to consist of 
largely rural communities or will, 
in time, become further blighted 
and urbanised in the same way as 
large areas around Gatwick and 
Heathrow airports. 

SSE considers it entirely irrational, 
and potentially dangerous, for the 
Government’s Planning Inspectorate 
to insist that the Public Inquiry must 
start at the height of a pandemic.  
Stansted already has permission 
for 35 million passengers and its 
passenger throughput peaked at 
28 million in 2018, with passenger 
numbers in decline since mid-2019, 
long before the pandemic.  In 2020, 
Stansted handled just 7 million 
passengers and has forecast that 
it will take years to return to pre-
pandemic levels. Plainly, there is 
no urgency to increase the current 
planning cap.    

If approved, Stansted would be 
permitted to expand to a similar size 
and scale to Gatwick, which is why 

Stop Stansted Expansion (‘SSE’) has 
fought these expansion proposals, 
tooth and nail, since they were first 
announced in June 2017 by the 
owners of Stansted Airport, the 
Manchester Airports Group (MAG).  
At that time MAG fully expected 
Uttlesford District Council (‘UDC’) 
to approve its proposals within 
three months. 

However, UDC officials and MAG 
underestimated the strength of local 
opposition, spearheaded by SSE.  
Three months has become three 
years and there is now, finally, an 
opportunity for the local community 
to make a stand.  We all have a moral 
obligation to call a halt to ever-
increasing aviation emissions, for the 
sake of future generations as well 
as for the sake of all other species 
with whom we share this planet, and 
SSE will do its utmost to fight for 
these local and wider environmental 
principles at the forthcoming Inquiry.  

SSE cannot however hide its 
disappointment that UDC officials 
have now, behind the scenes, 
withdrawn most of their objections to 
MAG’s expansion plans for Stansted, 
subject to a few hollow conditions.  

SSE Chairman Peter Sanders 
commented: “In view of the timing of 
this Public Inquiry, at the height of a 
pandemic, SSE is participating under 
duress, but we have powerful, well-
researched evidence to put before 

the Inquiry and we will do just that, 
regardless of UDC’s position and 
regardless of the difficulties.” 

Notes: The Public Inquiry will 
normally sit each week from 
Tuesday to Friday, starting at 
10am. The full programme is 
at www.hwa.uk.com/site/wp-
content/uploads/2020/10/
Inquiry-programme-23-12-20-.
pdf. The Inquiry will be conducted 
entirely online and you can 
follow proceedings online via live 
streaming at http://stream-uk.
venue-av.com/e/sai/live_stream. 
There is also a catch-up facility.  

For more information, check 
out the SSE website at www.
stopstanstedexpansion.com or 
go to https://programmeofficers.
co.uk/ssairport.
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TREE SURGERY
STUMP GRINDING
HEDGE CUTTING
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 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk
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Excellent opportunities for pupils 
aged 3-11 years

Care provision from 
7.45am to 6.00pm.

Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

for more details
A ‘Good’ school that nurtures a love 

for learning  OFSTED 2018
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk
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If anyone was affected by the highway 
flooding between the Village Hall and 
Ridgeway they may find this info of use 
for their insurers if their car broke down.

This has been reported to Hertfordshire 
Highways in Dec after Storm Bella and 
chased several times and each time they 
said that they inspected the area, there 
were no blockages, and all was fine.
Several residents have had a look at 
the Highway drains and found that they 
were blocked with silt, an example is 
in the photo. It was referred back to 
Hertfordshire Highways who have not 
committed to getting it cleared. The 
adjacent drainage ditches have all been 
kept clear by the riparian owners and are 
flowing properly. The matter has been 
referred to Sir Oliver Heald MP who says 
“I have contacted Herts Highways asking 
for urgent action and for a briefing on 
what measures are being put in place.” 
and he let us know that clearing work will 
take place at the end of January.

Flood, Flood, Flood...
Graham Pearson
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Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

 

WWOOOODD  
BBRRIIQQUUEETTTTEESS  

            
HHiigghh  bbuurrnn  tteemmppeerraattuurreess,,  
SSaaffee  ffoorr  wwoooodd  bbuurrnneerrss,,  
VVeerryy  llooww  aasshh  ccoonntteenntt,,  

CClleeaann  ttoo  hhaannddllee  
  
££33  ppeerr  bbaagg  ccoolllleecctteedd  ffrroomm  

FFuurrnneeuuxx  PPeellhhaamm  oorr    
££55  ppeerr  bbaagg  ffrreeee  llooccaall  
ddeell iivveerryy  ((mmiinn  oorrddeerr  

vvaapppplliieess))    
  

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoo  pplleeaassee  ccaall ll    
0011227799  777777666666  oorr  eemmaaiill  
jjaannbboorr@@bbttccoonnnneecctt..ccoomm    

  
AAllll  pprriicceess  aarree  iinncclluussiivvee  ooff  VVAATT  

cchhaarrggeedd  aatt  55%%  

It’s “thinking holidays” time again. 
When the weather is at its most 
foul, that is the time most of us 
get dreamy-eyed planning where 
we might go later in the year. 
2020 was a non-starter in that 
respect. We were all thoroughly 
locked down and fighting Covid 
for all we were worth. You could 
say it is more of the same this 
time round. But we must have 
something to keep us from going 
stir-crazy as one long, humdrum 
day follows another.

I won’t entertain booking a holiday 
for 2022- who knows if I’ll still be 
around, or physically able to make 
merry by then? No, I’m hoping 
that, should travel be on the cards 
later this year, I’ll be on a train, 
plane, or in my little car going 
somewhere different.

I am not moaning. I am one of 
the lucky ones. We have land and 
space in which to move about. 
I also choose to have animals. 
On cold dark, wet, mornings, I 
repeatedly tell myself just how 
lucky I am ...as I trudge outdoors, 
in wellies, hubby’s coat , dirty old 
clothes and frozen fingers, to feed 
a pack of hungry alpacas who give 
me little love, push me around 
and  deliver copious amounts of  
fresh fertilizer immediately I have 
just cleaned them out! I also have 
chickens which are less strenuous 
to keep but seem devoid of 

Rural Ramblings
Cherry Mardell

character. They do, however, have 
an end product which is much 
appreciated! (I would also like 
two baby pigmy goats.. but that 
suggestion has not yet met with 
any success.!)

We also see most of Little Hadham‘s 
residents who now walk our farm 
paths for their daily exercise... many 
also walk their dogs –evidence of 
which is left for all to see.

Although our lives may be different, 
we all deserve a bit of  happiness. 
It might never happen but what’s 
to stop us getting out those holiday 
brochures and start dreaming?



Parish Services February 2021 
Benefice of: Little Hadham | Much Hadham | Albury

Wednesday 3rd   10.00am  Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)
Wednesday 10th   10.00am  Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)
Saturday 20th  4.30pm   Messy Church, St Andrew’s .
Wednesday 17th  10.00am  Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)
Wednesday 24th  10.00am  Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)
Wednesday 24th  10.00am  Little Hadham (Steve)

All are welcome to join our services which are streamed via 
Zoom until further notice. 

For Zoom details and link please contact the rectory:  
rectorhightrees@btinternet.com or call: 01279 842609.
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:

2nd Before 
Lent

7th Feb

Sunday Before 
Lent 

14th Feb

Ash 
Wednesday 
17th Feb

Lent 1

21st Feb

Lent 2

28th Feb

St 
Andrew’s

Much 
Hadham

9.15am

Holy 
Communion 
(via Zoom)

Steve

9.15am

Holy 
Communion 
(via Zoom)

Steve

8.00pm

Holy 
Communion 
+ Imposition 

of Ashes 
(via Zoom)

Steve

9.15am

Holy 
Communion 
(via Zoom)

Steve

9.15am

Holy 
Communion 
(via Zoom)

Steve

St 
Cecilia’s 

Little 
Hadham

11.15am

Holy 
Communion 
(via Zoom)

Steve

11.15am

Holy 
Communion 
(via Zoom)

Steve

St Mary’s 
Albury

11.15am

Holy 
Communion 
(via Zoom)

Steve

11.15am

Holy 
Communion 
(via Zoom)

Steve

Services 
at other 

Churches

8 am 
BCP Holy 

Communion 
St Thomas 

Perry Green 
Steve


