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Prayer Chain:

Within our congregations we have a 
network of people who will receive 
prayer requests. Whatever the 
problem, worry, anxiety or personal 
need, when received, it will be 
forwarded to the people on the 
chain who will pray immediately for 
each request for a period of time. All 
requests will be confidential.

Please ring anytime: 
Janet: 842 671
Karin: 771 532
Alice 504 781

Rector of the Parish:
Revd. Steve Bate
01279 842 609
muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com

Churchwarden:
Karin Green
01279 771 532
gouldburn.green@outlook.com

Editor:
Anne Wright
littlehadhampn@gmail.com

To find out more about the life of our 
Church, please visit our website: 
www.riverashchurches.org.uk

Editorial Deadline:

All articles for inclusion, sponsorship 
and copy and payment for advertising 
in the next issue must be received by 
the15th of the month. 

(BACS preferred, email the editor for 
details.)

Editor reserves the right to edit down 
copy received and omit accompanying 
pictures where necessary.

View the Parish News Online including 
back issues: www.littlehadham.com

Letter from the Rectory
Revd. Steve Bate

During the last few years, I’ve met a 
number of people who are beekeepers. 
They and their bees have an important 
role to play that makes a huge difference 
to our environment. We need bees to 
help pollinate crops in the fields and in 
vegetable gardens. Helping to keep the 
bees happy and going about their work is 
one way of fulfilling our God-given role of 
taking charge and being responsible for 
every living thing that moves on the face 
of the earth.
Our Bishop’s Harvest Appeal for this 
year is called ‘Creating a Buzz in Nepal’. 
Five years ago, Nepal suffered two major 
earthquakes. Like many people there, 
Manish – a husband, father and pastor – 
struggled to recover from the devastation 
caused, especially as the village’s water 
supply was severely damaged. Families 
were forced to make four trips a day to 
neighbouring villages to collect enough 
water to drink and wash, leaving little time 
or energy for their normal farming work. 
As a result, this farming community was 
in dire need of extra income to feed and 
provide for families.
Beekeeping was the solution. With the 
benefits of training offered through the 
local church, Manish and his family’s 
lives have been transformed through 
beekeeping. Church and Community 
Mobilisation (CCM) assessed what 
resources were readily available to plan 
a way out of poverty. In this case the 
answer was bees. Before the earthquakes, 
Manish had an interest in beekeeping 
and owned a beehive. With the support 
of CCM training, Manish began to 
generate new income for his family, and 
quickly expanded from owning one to six 
beehives. He learnt how to look after the 

bees properly, and 
began to sell organic 
honey, candle wax 
and other bee-related 
products. Encouraged 
and motivated, Manish’s faith in God and 
entrepreneurial attitude have inspired 
many other people to build a sustainable 
livelihood for their own future, too. This 
year, with your support, around 900 
people can be helped to rebuild their lives 
through beekeeping businesses. Bees 
are such an important part of our natural 
world, particularly now in Nepal.
As the churches and schools of St Albans 
Diocese support ‘Creating a Buzz in 
Nepal’ both financially and in prayer, we’ll 
be praying this harvest appeal prayer, 
which you may wish to pray with us:
Mighty Creator, Loving Heavenly Father, 
thank you for the wonder and beauty of 
your world and for your extraordinary love, 
poured out for all people.
We ask you to equip and strengthen 
the Nepalese communities that were 
impacted by the brutal earthquakes of 
2015, to re-build their lives with hope 
and purpose.
We pray that they would know your 
generous provision and your guiding 
presence with them.
Bless the beekeeping initiatives, may they 
flourish and, through them, we pray that 
lives would be enriched and communities 
transformed.
In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen
Every blessing

Little Hadham Parish News

The magazine is written by 
many contributors who report 
for themselves or for a club or 
organisation they represent. The 
church and production team does not 
necessarily agree with the opinions 
aired in any article printed here. 

Cover Photo: With thanks to Jill Goddard
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Dr Paul Haimes
Down at the Doctors

Our flu vaccines for the over 65’s arrived 
in the second week of September, 
which must be the earliest ever!  As 
I said last month, we will be running 
Saturday morning sessions at Little 
Hadham Village Hall on October 10th 
& 17th plus a backup on 23rd and will 
prioritise our vaccination programme in 
line with NHS guidelines. Please don’t 
call the surgery; we will contact you with 
an appointment, aiming at doing the 
most vulnerable patients first.

We recently received the results of 
the GP survey conducted just before 
lockdown and I am pleased to report 
that, once again, Much Hadham Health 
Centre faired very well with percentage 
satisfaction rates into the high 90’s. I 
don’t know whether we managed to 
equal our first place from 2019 although 
I understand that we qualified easily for 
the Champions League next season (i.e. 
“top 4”)

A few patients have been asking 
recently when we will be opening 
again as usual. Unfortunately, “usual” 
is unlikely to be happening for some 
considerable time. There are now 
numerous examples of C-19 cases on 
the rise and we are about to enter the 
seasonal autumnal cough/cold period. 
The vast majority of our appointments 
will therefore remain via telephone, 
video or e-consult/e-mail and patients 
will only be seen face to face after 
careful assessment by a Doctor or 
Nurse. No practice can risk opening 
their premises any more than at present 
(Doctors waiting rooms hardly adhere 
to social distancing rules) and, quite 
possibly, may even need to introduce 
more restrictions. We all need to be 
sensible and stay safe or face the 
inevitability of another lockdown. 

The Parish Council Meetings are now 
being held remotely via Zoom. These 
are on the first Tuesday of each 
month, from 8pm. If you wish to join 
the meeting, contact the Clerk and 
you will be provided with log in details 
- clerklittlehadham@gmail.com or 
01920 870809.  Agendas are posted 
on noticeboards and the Little Hadham 
Parish Council website.

Councillor Liz Lloyd-Williams 
has resigned from the Little 
Hadham Parish Council.
Councillor Lloyd-Williams stood down 
at the July Little Hadham Parish Council 
meeting. Councillor Attwell thanked 
Liz on behalf of the Parish Council and 
the parish for all the hard work she has 
done over the last 5 years. She has gone 
above and beyond what is expected 
of a Chair and gave a lot of her time, 
effort, hard work and personal skills to 
the role. It is sometimes a thankless 
role and is not all tea and medals being 
Parish Chair. She will continue to be a 
consultant over the next 3 months. We 
were happy to be able to co-op Stephen 
Blight to the council.

Stephen Blight 
Has lived at Bury Green 
since the start of 2009 
with his wife, and they 
have four grown up 
children.

He is the Managing Director of the 
BPC Group of companies, which are all 
involved in real estate. Stephen is also a 
keen golfer and general sports fan. His 
ambition for the Parish Council is to see 
Little Hadham flourish as a village and to 
assist the community in its daily needs.

Carole Page
Little Hadham Parish Council

www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk

Millennium Wood – an update
As some of you know, the woods have 
been up for sale in recent months 
although they are no longer. But it 
has been a timely reminder that the 
community woods are not entirely secure. 

A working group of interested people 
was set up to see if there was a way 
to keep and protect the woods. There 
were a few possibilities but the one 
that looked like giving the quickest 
protection was applying for the woods 
to become an A.C.V – an asset of 
community value. The application form 
was filled in and I am pleased to report 
that on Friday we received news from 
East Herts Council that our application 
has been successful. Thanks to 
everyone that helped make this happen.

What does it mean?
The owner needs to notify the Parish 
Council if there is an intention to sell 
and there is then a 6 week period to 
decide whether the community wants 
to raise funds and bid for it on the open 
market. If so, the sale is paused for 6 
months to allow for raising funds and 
preparing a bid. The A.C.V lasts for 5 
years but can be renewed.

Neighbourhood Plan
This has led some in the working group 
to consider whether a simple, single 
issue Neighbourhood Plan could be 
delivered that would protect the green 
spaces of the parish for the future.

If anyone would like to join a working 
group to look at the possibility of 
doing this please do get in touch with 
Councilor Westlake me for a chat on 
carolynwestlakelhpc@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For ALL your PC / IPAD needs; 
Repairs, Upgrades & Training 

www.learnpc.co.uk  
  
 

Call or Email Tracy on 
07521 977997 
learnpc@icloud.com 

 



all treework

hedges

stump removal

seasoned logs

wood chippings

kindling

free estimates

fully insured

 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk
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We had hoped to start our monthly 
meetings from October, but 
government advice has changed 
recently which means that this is 
not possible until restrictions are 
eased. For this reason, we have 
also cancelled the Club Supper 
in November.

Tips for October:-

1. Plant up cheery pot displays 
with winter colour, such as 
heathers, cyclamen, winter pansies 
and skimmia.

2. Plant evergreen shrubs while the 
soil is still warm.

3. Transplant deciduous shrubs 
that are in the wrong place or have 
outgrown their current position.

4. Empty spent summer pots and 
hanging baskets and compost 
the contents.

5. Care for your lawn by raking or 
brushing leaves off the grass. Collect 
them in a leaf bag which will turn 
them into useful leaf mould.

Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
Anne Willett

Little Hadham Afternoon Teas
Wendy Forgham wendyforgham@hotmail.com

After deciding not to return to the 
Village Hall in early September and 
despite an untimely downpour, Little 
Hadham Afternoon Teas delivered 40 
tea boxes to parish residents as far as 
Albury End and Patmore Heath. Huge 
credit to our trusty delivery team who 
braved the weather regardless and 
returned home more than a little damp!

The good news is however, that we 
received a grand total of £200 in 
donations, which we in turn donated 
to the Isabel Hospice as part of their 
tea party fundraising campaign. Thank 
you all very much for your generosity.

Sadly, this month the rise in Covid 
cases means that the decision 
regarding the use of our local 
meeting place has been taken out 
of our hands. With new restrictions 
preventing the social gathering 
of more than 6 people in any one 
place, we will continue with our box 
deliveries for as long as there is a 
need. For those of you who wish to 
receive a tea box, our next delivery will 
be on Thursday 8th October.

On a humble note, as I am aware 
there are many people working hard, 
offering aid and support within the 
community, I would like to thank 
Jono, Lara, Mick, David, Ennis and 
Louise, for without their help I would 
not be a proud recipient of a ‘Hero of 
Hertfordshire’ certificate. A certificate 
awarded for ‘service to the people 
of Hertfordshire’, which was an 

incredible surprise to find through my 
letter box on a wet Tuesday morning! 

So please remember if you are over 
60, possibly vulnerable or isolated, 
and would like to receive one of our 
Afternoon Tea boxes, then please 
contact me with your name, address, 
phone or email details. 

Take care and very best wishes. 

Wendy

01279 776112 
07817633713 
wendyforgham@hotmail.com



Have a Hadham.
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Little Hadham Village Hall News
Jan Williamson
September flew by with lots of 
preparation to re-open our doors but 
then government new rule of 6 put us 
all into uncertainty again. However, as a 
community building, we are still able to 
facilitate our regular groups as we have 
a covid secure system in place. There 
will be some groups that cannot return 
as they follow their own governing 
body rules which is really sad news 
and the groups that have returned do 
so with caution. We are not able to take 
bookings for parties, at present, which 
again is frustrating but necessary. It is 
also mandatory to wear face masks in 
our hall unless you fall into the exempt 
category which is clearly displayed in 
the foyer.

It is tempting to say we close our 
doors again but we believe that our 
community deserves better. We will 
continue in the hope that more groups 
decide it is safe for them to return to 
their sport, hobby, educational activity 
or community café. Open kitchen which 
will restart on 2nd Wednesday of each 
month (14th October from 10am – 12). 
You will need to book so we can have a 
table ready for you with your reserved 
number of guests in your covid friendly 
bubble (maximum of 6) The main 
entrance and hall will be used which 
allows for better social distancing. We 
shall provide table service wearing 
suitable protective face covering and 
there will be a one way system in place. 
We will need a contact name and 
number from the person who books 
and we will also need names of your 
party on the day for our track and trace 
system. These will be kept safe and 
secure for 21 days as required by our 
governing body. We will do everything 

we can to make your visit special and 
like before we will accept donations. 
There is a limit of 30 people so booking 
is essential so we can confidently keep 
you all safe and covid secure. I can’t 
wait to see you all again!

We have been actively looking at 
costings for certain improvements 
to the hall but before we do anything 
there are some ground tests required 
so we will keep you updated when 
we have more information. If you 
wish to support us you can donate 
directly to Little Hadham Village Hall 
or through East Herts Lottery www.
easthertslottery.co.uk, gift aid, Amazon 
smile (Village Hall Trust, Little Hadham), 
bank transfers or good old fashioned 
cheques, if you can still get them! All 
monies received will go towards the 
refurbishment of the Village Hall.

If you have any queries or concerns 
about anything in this newsletter please 
ring or email: 
Jan Williamson 01279 771 272  
chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk  

If you wish to book our hall for an 
approved activity or group please 
contact www.littlehadhamvillagehall.
com or telephone The Booking 
Secretary Denise Armstrong 07973 
886 806 who will be able to advise you 
on your request.

Finally, our Treasurer Andrea Debohun 
moved to Bishops Stortford in 
September but I am pleased to say that 
she is still going to remain Treasurer 
of the Village Hall Management 
Committee. We wish her all the very 
best in her new home!

chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk
County Cllr Graham McAndrew  

‘Don’t Kill Granny’
Coronavirus has dominated 2020 
and some are now saying that you 
are more likely to die from flu. There 
are so many different theories about 
why there’s been a rise of cases not 
only locally in Hertfordshire, nationally 
and internationally.  History will give a 
good insight and when the academia 
learns more about covid – 19 we will 
have a better understanding. In the 
meantime, it is up to us individually 
and collectively to ensure we do 
what we can to eliminate this 
infectious disease.

It is critical that everybody observes 
the following key behaviours:

• HANDS - Wash your hands 
regularly and for 20 seconds.

• FACE - Wear a face covering 
in indoor settings where social 
distancing may be difficult, 
and where you will come into 
contact with people you do not 
normally meet.

• SPACE - Stay 2 metres apart 
from people you do not live with 
where possible, or 1 metre with 
extra precautions in place (such 
as wearing face coverings or 
increasing ventilation indoors).

If we all do our bit, the sooner we can 
put this behind us.

graham.mcandrew@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Flu jab 

If you fall within the vulnerable and 
elderly group/s, please ensure you 
get a flu jab as soon as possible.

Wishing you all good health.

Social Connection & Internet 
Access Survey 

Thank you to all who took the time 
and responded to the survey, results 
are currently being analysed.

Please log all highway faults at www.
hertsdirect.org/faultreporting/
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Thank you to everyone who has 
completed the survey. 15% of our 
residents across the Hadhams, Pelhams 
and Albury have now shared their views 
via our survey. Key findings will be 
published next month and available at 
www.carebank.uk/p/survey2020.html, 
to inform a community led recovery plan 
for social connection & cohesion.

Following the new 'Rule of 6', a key 
aim is to support our Village Hall 
through carefully organised community 
café and other opportunities to enjoy 
food, conversation and wellbeing 
activities in Covid friendly "bubbles", 
totally complying with social 
distancing requirements.

There will still some people in Little 
Hadham that have not returned to 
independent living for various reasons 
and with the latest government, new 
rule of 6, may still feel they need 
support. Please ring Jan Williamson 
01279 771272 if you are still 
experiencing difficulties. 

I am delighted to announce that I 
received a Hero of Hertfordshire 
certificate and badge from HM Lord-
Lieutenant of Hertfordshire and The 
High Sheriff of Hertfordshire for 
service to the people of Hertfordshire.  
However, I feel that it really is not 
my honour but the honour of all the 
volunteers and good neighbours who 
have generously given their time to 
helping residents who were shielding or 
unable to leave home for other reasons.   
So many people did so many good 
deeds and it is all of you out there who 
deserve this recognition so thank you 
on behalf of Hero of Hertfordshire that 
you are all part of this achievement.

In therapy, a creative approach will 
always have the potential to create a 
different way of seeing both ourselves, 
and our situation, thereby leading to 
genuine momentum in terms of our 
mental health, and perhaps, even a 
way to over-come self-criticism.

As any artist knows only too well, a 
creative venture is often a journey 
into the unknown; hence, for any 
client wishing to engage in the 
creative process – what with the many 
forms available, and our universal 
ability to think/reflect, or simply, 
feel emotions – you do not have to 
be ‘an artist’ to have a go, and from 
there – whether courtesy of a poem, 
a painting, or even a story/script – 
by engaging in this way, there is an 
opportunity to see things differently.

Also, there is usually a great deal of 
introspection, reflection, and soul-
searching involved, while the act 
itself – and those vast, open spaces 
– leave us more territory to run into. 
Of course, the journey is rarely (if 
ever) easy, nonetheless, it may well 
generate a kinder, more generous 
feeling, and with this, a genuine ally 
when it comes to over-coming  
self-criticism.

Finally, there is an opportunity to tap 
into those parts of ourselves that may 
be more resilient, as we run into those 
open spaces, subsequently finding 
more tools to work with – indeed, 
there is something about the artistic 

Coming soon…
• Local Healthy Hubs -to help your 

health & wellbeing

• Local Digital workshops -to build 
confidence & skills

Useful links

www.enhertsccg.nhs.uk -the focus 
remains on ‘Playing Your Part’ by 
sharing safety, social distancing & 
testing info plus wearing a mask & the 
Rule of 6.

For those who were previously 
asked to shield, the guidance was 
updated on Sept 4th: www.gov.
uk/government/publications/
guidance-on-shielding-and-
protecting-extremely-vulnerable-
persons-from-covid-19/
guidance-on-shielding-and-
protecting-extremely-vulnerable-
persons-from-covid-19 

Healthy Hubs - a new East Herts 
membership based service offering 
support on a range of health & 
wellbeing needs. Sign up @ www.
eastherts.gov.uk/community-
wellbeing/healthy-hub-east-herts.  
We hope to bring this service 
physically to our villages via a Healthy 
hub space at our village halls in 
coming months.

NHS 'Your Covid Recovery' - a very 
useful website to help anyone navigate 
recovery from it's long-term effects: 
www.yourcovidrecovery.nhs.uk

Covid Recovery in Little Hadham
Jan Williamson chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk

A Creative Pathway
Anthony Welsh jawcounselling@protonmail.com

process that demands a greater 
buoyancy, if only to keep going.

And on that note, I am reminded of 
certain songs e.g. R.E.M.’s ‘Everybody 
Hurts’ (1992), or U2’s ‘One’ (1991), 
movies like ‘The Wrestler’ (2009) or 
‘Still Alice’ (2015), or even a poem like 
Allen Ginsberg’s ‘Howl’ (1955-56), 
where we invariably find examples 
of humanity falling down, and yet, 
somehow, surviving ... or at least, 
trying to. In other words, the place 
where true art often exists may also 
reflect a client’s world at any given 
time, and hence, there will always 
be an opportunity to achieve great 
things when the two elements 
come together.

So, anytime a client manages to see 
the world through a fresh pair of eyes, 
at the same time, finding a more 
generous feeling towards themselves 
(and others), alongside a greater 
resilience, invariably, the effect on 
their self-esteem will more than 
likely be a positive one; and thus, the 
tendency to be self-critical will also 
move further away.
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Little Hadham Primary School Leavers
2020 Year 6 Leavers move on to Secondary School

2020 was a sad year to be leaving year 6 at Little Hadham Primary School. With the 
cancellation of so many events, no school play, no SATs (so no much anticipated 
SATS breakfasts!) No leaver's party and no sleepout. 

It was lovely that the children did get back to school in their bubbles to say goodbye 
to their friends and teachers for a few weeks at least and the teachers made it as 
special and fun for them all as possible. They managed to have an outdoor cinema 
leaving party - socially distanced of course, and their leavers' hoodies and year book. 

But where are they now? And how did they cope moving up to secondary school 
having had no move up day or holiday orientation clubs or welcome meet ups? 
Well as you can see, they did brilliantly of course. With lots of smiles all round, off they 
went to a range of schools around Bishop's Stortford and the surrounding villages - 
we wish them all the best of luck and much happiness and success for the future. 
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Congratulations to Jono Forgham for 
winning the 2019 Peterkin Award which 
is presented by the countryside charity, 
CPRE, to an adult who has made an 
outstanding contribution to rural life and 
the environment. This was awarded for 
his work on Millennium Wood on behalf 
of the Parish and for all the locals who 
have made this award possible. We 
should be justly proud of our champion 
for the wildlife of our village who gives a 
lot of time, energy and expertise to the 
Wood, not forgetting the volunteers who 
help. With the programme Jono had 
prepared for 2020 going the way of the 
pandemic, we hope that in safer times 
we can all gather there for Christmas 
carols. In the mean time enjoy our Wood 
which offers peace and tranquillity and 
a chance to commune with the bugs 
and the trees.

NOTICEBOARD
Autumnal Photos 

It's that time of year where 
we are on the 
look out for 
Autumnal 
photos of the 
village now. 
Please email hi-
resolution jpgs 
to: littlehadhampn@gmail.com.

Thank you to everyone who 
has sent me photos already - 
some really stunning pictures 
of our beautiful village - but 
we can always use more! 
I’m building up a seasonal 
repository to ensure the 
cover always looks fresh 
and relevant. 

A Big Thank You!

We've had clapping for the 
NHS (and deservedly so) but 
we now think it's time for the 
same for our lovely volunteers 
in the village who have, so 
willingly, given their time to 
help those unable to get out.

Thank you so much to you all.

B & L Keen

Little Hadham Village Hall 
Coffee morning returns 2nd 

Wednesday of the month:

14th October from 10 till 12

Please book your covid friendly 

bubble/table under new 
government guidance.

Booking is essential to avoid 

breaching covid safety rules.

Please ring Jan Williamson 

01279 771272

What a great morning we had in 
Millennium Wood! Saddled with two 
grandsons for a week, it rained. Then 
the sun came out and Jono met us up 
at Millennium Wood for a couple of 
hours of cutting back, clearing, digging 
up brambles and learning about the 
wonderful biodiversity of a managed 
wood. The boys, who had both been 
to a Forest School, thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves and thought it was all 
great fun, goggling at his knowledge 
of insects – only Jono could make hard 
work seem fun. The pond was admired, 
the damsel flies and other insects 
discussed, and with Jono’s hands on the 
reins, the continuing work on it should 
keep it in good heart. I would like to 
thank Jono very much indeed for giving 
my grandsons a morning to remember 
which heightened their appreciation 
of the natural world, it was both 
educational and inspiring.

Millennium Wood & Peterkin Award
Angela Fardell



SierraHomeCare
Personal • Caring • Responsive

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

There's no place 
like home...

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

…to receive care and support 
to live your life, your way

Companionship
Home Help
Personal Care
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SPECTACULAR VIEWS

Apple Trees 
We are very fortunate here at Four 
Acres. We have spectacular views of the 
Ash Valley and the village beyond. Being 
on the side of a hill does present its 
problems. The wind can be quite severe, 
both the Westerlies and the Northern  
wind can create problems. We lost one 
of our Foxwhelps. We have 200 apple 
trees and in the winter I only managed 
to prune 150. The trees were laden with 
fruit and Nature punishes you if you 
don’t do your job properly. Lets see if 
we can get some growth and re graft it. 
Another little challenge.

The Vineyard
Despite the May air frost we are 
continuing to carry out all the work on 
the vineyard. The grass between the 
rows is being cut. We are deleafing. 
We take the leaves off the vines around 
the fruiting zone to allow the air and 
light to get to the fruit to help the fruit 

Heard It Through The Grapevine
Platon Loizou www.fouracresestate.co.uk

mature. We also top the vines. If you 
allow a vine to grow without cultivation 
it will grow along the ground as much 
as thirty meters and not produce much 
fruit. Thousands of years ago in Eastern 
Turkey and Syria viticulture developed 
and we pretty much use the same basic 
systems. The vines are continuing to 
grow, they throw laterals and second 
buds which will not mature and are 
removed.

The Grape Harvest 
Many thanks to the people that 
volunteered to help with the apple 
harvest. I will be in touch regarding the 
dates. Due to the air frost in May it will 
be a small grape harvest this year. We 
are planning on having the harvest at 
the end of September and October. It’s 
always nice to get local people involved. 
If you would like to come along please 
e-mail me and I will get back to you. 

Email : info@ fouracresestate.co.uk  
Mobile : 07802313075 

VST 
PAINTING & 
DECORATING

Laurence Baldwin
laurence@vstdecorating.co.uk

01279 491704

07989 968278

Fully Insured



INFO@ALLASPECTSTREESERVICES.CO.UK

TREE SURGERY
STUMP GRINDING
HEDGE CUTTING

FENCING

01279 755545
07940 231964
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First Farmers Market Since Lockdown
Next Market: Saturday 26th September Nina Wardrop

Surely the one thing the last 6 months 
has taught us is how much community 
matters, and for me the Little Hadham 
Farmers’ Market is all about community.

We had to move the market to Little 
Hadham Primary School. Would people 
come?  Would people know where the 
school was?  Would anyone be able to 
figure a way round the road closures? 
I spent the night before checking the 
weather on my phone and worrying.  
Would it rain?  Would a hurricane 
billow down the Ash Valley, taking the 
stallholders’ gazebos on a trip down 
the A120?

I went to bed early and woke up hours 
before my 6am alarm.  I was torn 
between the fear that no one would 
come and too many people could 
come; causing a Little Hadham Farmers 
Market based COVID pandemic that 
closed down the whole of E. Herts.

The August market is always on a bank 
holiday weekend, so often quiet.  I had 
chosen10 of our core food stalls to face 
the music with me;

• Foxholes,
• Highbury,
• Four Acres, 
• Soda (Fiona Meade),
• Paola’s Dalla Mia Cucina,
• Alan Wells’ Fruit & Veg Stall,
• Retreat Honey,
• Jon the Fishman,
• The Old Swan TeaRoom,
• LHStores,

The lovely Mr Trundle, the school’s 
caretaker, raced up on his bike in the 

drizzle and opened up for us.  Stall 
holders arrived and set up in front of their 
cars, debating this new arrangement and 
fiddling around with new card payment 
devices, in the hope they would work for 
our soon to arrive customers.

Stall holders reassured, encouraged 
and most of all laughed with me, as we 
discussed what we would do with all 
our stock if no one showed up; eat it 
was the general consensus.  The school 
may have found a group of pasta, honey, 
scotch egg and cake, filled adults sitting 
on their playground gnawing on golden 
beetroot and swigging sparkling wine if 
you had not arrived.

But you did arrive.  I could have cried 
when the first car pulled into the car 
park, with 2 more right behind.  In fact, 
I honestly, nearly did.  I was so relieved 
you had not forgotten us.  THANK 
YOU to everyone who came to the 
market, all those who sent encouraging 
messages over the last few months, 
all of you who messaged to tell me 
why you couldn’t come, but wished us 
luck.  Thank you to everyone past and 
future who joins us at Little Hadham 
Farmers’ Market, it reminds us all of the 
importance of looking after each other, 
supporting small local producers and 
artisans, of working together to make 
our communities stronger and more 
resilient, in these oh so strange times 
and those to come.

Next Farmers Markets:  
Saturday 26th September 
Little Hadham Primary School



Your local 
independent 
wine 
merchant

We stock a selection of 
more than 200 wines 
from most French 
wine regions including 
Bordeaux, Loire Valley, a 
few international gems, 
Champagne & Cognac. 
We deliver to all UK 
addresses. 

We have 12 bottle mixed cases starting at £99

info.wine.story@gmail.com 
07921 770 691 |  www.winestory.co.uk
2 Hadham Hall, Little Hadham, SG11 2AU

Free delivery to 
the Hadham’s 
& surrounding 
villages from 12 

bottles. 

Email us for full private 
catalogue or contact 
Thibault on the details below.

 

+44  (0)  7725415826 info@supalawns.com supalawns.com

Locally  based  lawn  care  
services  and  bespoke  
treatment  programmes

Top  Dressing

Weed  &  Moss  Control

Disease  Diagnosis

Specialists  in:

Lawn  Pests

Moles

Rats  &  Mice

Bees  &  Wasps

             HAND CARVED MEMORIALS 

ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 10 YEARS 
 A local craftsman making 

 beautiful memorials in 
  stone and wood using traditional 

  tools and techniques 

0077770011  002277004422  
Pardon Mill, Harlow, Essex, CM20 2HP 

simonlangs@hotmail.co.uk 
www.simonlangsdalelettercarver.co.uk 
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Talking Bowls...or Something
www.muchhadhambowlingclub.ukJack

O.P.I, Jane Iredale Makeup, Shellac & LVL 

It seems every year at this time that 
the bowling season has barely got in 
its stride before I am announcing it is 
coming to an end with the words "by 
the time you read this". For reasons 
we all know, this year is a lot different 
in that the season never really started 
but nonetheless the clock is ticking 
the inevitable will take place at the end 
September or beginning of October.

Despite a late start and a number of 
restrictions we have managed some 
good bowling with various internal 
competitions and some social use of 
the club house and bar over the last few 
weeks but no substitute for the usual 
excitement and buzz that competitive 
and friendly matches with other Clubs 
bring. Nonetheless it was a welcome 
relief from the isolation of lockdown  
and kept some of us somewhere near 
sane and the blues at bay and perhaps 
a bit fitter than we would otherwise 
have been.

Our membership numbers will 
almost certainly take  knock next year. 
As bowling seems to make for old 
bones, Bowls Clubs do have a largish 
number of older members and even 
the extended active life that bowling 
brings must sometime come to an end.  
Every year we lose some long standing 
members for a variety of reasons but 
this year serious recruitment just 
couldn't take place so by next year we 
will have had a double hit of losses 
without replacement and  will need 
to recruit twice as many to keep the 
membership numbers up. Could you 

be one of those? You would be made 
very welcome. As Lord Kitchener 
once declared "Your country (read BC) 
needs you"!

It is intended to keep the Club House 
(and bar) open on Wednesday evenings 
throughout the winter months as there 
is ample space for tables of up to six 
for social distancing. If you feel you 
would like to come along and break 
out from winter, either on your own or 
with a small group of friends, Social 
Membership is available. Call Ken on 
842637 if you would like to know more.

Stay free everyone!
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My garden safaris continue on a daily 
basis and now up to the impressive total 
of 699 species made up of birds, insects, 
mammals, wild flowers, spiders and 
assorted other living creatures. 

Last weekend 6-8th September, Wendy 
and I had our first away trip for the year 
together, staying in Blakeney. I managed 
to get out before breakfast for a spot 
of birding, obviously seeing a few birds 
I would not expect to see in Hadham. 
Lovely to have a break. 

At home, the highlight was trapping 
one of the Holy Grail moths for 
lepidopterists, a Clifden Nonpariel. 
This will most likely be a migrant that 
has come over from Eastearn Europe 
or possibly Scandinavia. Only the 9th 
record for the county, with the first 
being in 1887. The colder nights are 
now meaning reduced moth numbers 
trapped each night but still getting 
new species on a regular basis. So far 
this year I have taken 388 species in 
the garden.

This morning (13th) there was a really 
good passage of migratory House 
martins and a few Swallows heading 
South West. I counted over 100 over 
the garden around 7.15am. Always 
worth checking these to see if there is 
anything else mixed in with the flock. 
Today, nothing! Few photos of recent 
finds here.

Update: Added a rove beetle and found 
Hedge bindweed flowering in the 
hedge to take me past 700 and then this 
morning 2 species of cricket in the moth 
trap takes my total to 703. 

Notes from a Small Garden

Jono Forgham jforgham@hotmail.com

Male Speckled Bush Cricket

Common Darter

Curlew

Feeding Red Kite

Whinchat

Hummingbird Hawkmoth

Common Blue Male Willow Emerald Damselfly

Blue Tit

Southern Oak Bush Cricket

Sarcophaga Carnaria

Clifden Nonpareil

Common Carder Bee

and slightly further afield
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The Hundred Parishes Society
Ken McDonald
In these strange times we have seen people 
unable to attend their place of work. Many 
have been supported by a furlough scheme. 
Over the years, governments have taken 
various steps to care for the poor and those 
unable to work.
The Act for the Relief of the Poor of 1601 
made parishes legally responsible for 
parishioners who could not work. Most 
assistance was given as “outdoor relief”, 
meaning financial help but with people able 
to remain in their own homes. 
The Workhouse Test Act of 1723 obliged 
anyone seeking relief to enter a workhouse 
operated by the parish. Several of these 
buildings have survived including those at 
Ashdon, Clavering, Finchingfield, Newport 
and Stanstead Abbotts.
Under the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834 
individual parishes were grouped together in 
a Poor Law Union which was responsible for 
constructing and operating a central “Union” 
workhouse for the larger area. Many survive 
and have been re-purposed.
Great Dunmow‘s Union workhouse has 
changed very little in appearance since it 
was built in 1838 at a cost of £8,000 to house 
350 inmates. One of the architects, George 
Gilbert Scott was a prolific workhouse 
designer who later designed the Albert 
Memorial and St Pancras Station.  
The Union workhouse at Buntingford was 
built in 1836 to house 160 people from 16 
surrounding parishes. It closed in 1933 
and was subsequently converted to private 
houses and apartments.
Linton built its workhouse in 1837 in 
Symonds Lane to accommodate 230 
inmates. Today it is a retirement home.
Saffron Walden’s workhouse, built in 1836 for 
340 inmates, became a hospital and is now 
apartments. Life in the workhouse was hard; 
families were split, husbands separated from 
wives and parents from their children - a 
stark contrast to today’s benefits systems.

www.hundredparishes.org.uk

Ashdon’s former parish workhouse

Buntingford’s former Union workhouse

Clavering’s former parish workhouse

Finchingfield’s former parish workhouse

Linton’s former Union workhouse

Stanstead Abbott’s former parish workhouse Great Dunmow’s former Union workhouse
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We went to Little Hallingbury for our 
next fixture, due to adverse weather 
the match was restricted to 20 
overs Little Hallingbury amassed a 
formidable total of 154 for 4 wickets 
with T.Wilson being the best of the 
bowling with 2 wickets for 33 runs, 
despite a valiant knock by Paul Mason 
Smith who scored 24 and Syful Islam 
21 Hadham fell well short on 81 for 6.

Knebworth Blues were our next 
opponents at Thorley and were put 
in to bat first, in their allotted time 
they scored 222 runs for 7 wickets 
with N.Gilbey 2 for 33 runs and 
T.White 2 for 37 runs being the best 
bowling figures, Hadham chased the 
target for most of their overs but time 
ran out when they had scored 195 
for 6 wickets thanks mainly to Syful 
Islam 67 and a quick 30 from Paul 
Mason Smith the match ended up 
a credible draw with over 400 runs 
scored in the match.

We then played our Landlords Thorley 
next who batted first and scored 143 
for 5 wickets with Paul Mason Smith 
being the pick of bowling with 2 for 
11 runs then Hadham batted in reply 
chased down the total winning off 
the last ball of the innings scoring 
144 for 9 wickets with Paul Mason 
Smith scoring a great 56 not out and 
assisted by Syful Islam 33.

Our next opponents were Stocking 
Pelham who batted first in a 35 over 

Little Hadham Cricket Club
ronbunce@btinternet.comRon Bunce

match and took a liking to the 
bowling and scored 246 for 4 
wickets, the bowling figures are 
not shown to protect the names of 
who were at the end of a battering, 
in reply Hadham put up a fight 
with Syful Islam scoring 46 Neil 
Oxborrow 45 and Paul Mason 
Smith 37 not out but fell well short 
of the total.

Once again all matches played in 
great spirit and enjoyed (mostly) 
by the players, a welcome break 
from the times that we are all 
going through, stay safe everyone.

I am writing with my fingers firmly 
crossed for the rest of the season at 
the Gardens, as Covid regulations 
change again. 

Our last Open Day of the year is to 
be on 11 October. By then the trees 
will be on the turn, with the crimson 
maple at the top of the Glade one of 
the first to flaunt its autumn colour. 
The pumpkins will all have ripened. 
And there should be a full set of 
flavours of jams and jellies available 
on our tombola stall. We hope you 
can join us, with tickets available 
in advance and social distancing 
measures in place. 

We have been blessed this year 
with the continuing support of our 
volunteers through these hard times. 
Sue, our most local Trustee, kept on 

Jill Goldsmith
www.eastonlodge.co.uk

gardening through lockdown, keeping 
weeds at bay; and Claire has worked 
even harder than usual to coordinate 
volunteers now working across four 
days of the week. Unfortunately, 
we have also said fond farewells 
to a few longstanding volunteers 
and supporters. Their contributions 
provided fantastic foundations for the 
Trust and the Gardens’ glory now is 
tribute to their efforts too.

Tickets for October Open Day are 
being sold through Eventbrite – 
there are links from our website and 
facebook pages. If you decide on 
the day, there will be some limited 
availability without tickets. Gates open 
11.00 and last entry 4.00pm. There 
is no need to book for the last of this 
year’s Open Thursdays, which run 
through to mid-October.
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Excellent opportunities for pupils 
aged 3-11 years

Care provision from 
7.45am to 6.00pm.

Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

for more details
A ‘Good’ school that nurtures a love 

for learning  OFSTED 2018
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk
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Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

 

WWOOOODD  
BBRRIIQQUUEETTTTEESS  

            
HHiigghh  bbuurrnn  tteemmppeerraattuurreess,,  
SSaaffee  ffoorr  wwoooodd  bbuurrnneerrss,,  
VVeerryy  llooww  aasshh  ccoonntteenntt,,  

CClleeaann  ttoo  hhaannddllee  
  
££33  ppeerr  bbaagg  ccoolllleecctteedd  ffrroomm  

FFuurrnneeuuxx  PPeellhhaamm  oorr    
££55  ppeerr  bbaagg  ffrreeee  llooccaall  
ddeell iivveerryy  ((mmiinn  oorrddeerr  

vvaapppplliieess))    
  

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoo  pplleeaassee  ccaall ll    
0011227799  777777666666  oorr  eemmaaiill  
jjaannbboorr@@bbttccoonnnneecctt..ccoomm    

  
AAllll  pprriicceess  aarree  iinncclluussiivvee  ooff  VVAATT  

cchhaarrggeedd  aatt  55%%  

This may not be the most popular 
subject I have ever written about in 
certain circles, but I feel it is time 
to speak the truth. I don’t want our 
doctors to become strangers to us, 
to talk to us only on the phone or 
via video links or zoom sessions. I 
want my doctor back in person. And 
when I read articles suggesting this 
long-distance doctoring may well 
be the norm in future, I am really 
saddened. I’m not suggesting we can 
go back to the old ways yet awhile, 
but this blanket shut down of face to 
face meetings with one of the most 
treasured and important people in 
each of our lives, is really tragic. I 
should add that my daughter- in-law 
is a GP, and she has been seeing 
many of her clients face to face and 
can’t understand surgeries which are 
in total lockdown. Are you man – or 
woman – enough to admit you feel 
this way too?

By the time you read this, I’ll be a 
quivering mass of anticipation. For 
October sees me back in hospital, 
this time for a new knee. Last year it 
was a new hip, now the knee. Same 
leg. I will be semi bionic by the time 
Christmas comes! Will I ever once 
again enjoy walking? And although 
it is not something I look forward to, 
I am constantly fretting that, as last 
time, the operation will be postponed 
at the last minute due to this terrible 
Covid happening. But should push 
come to shove, I would willingly 
give up my operation to help all my 
friends who are  trying to fight cancer. 
How much worse it is for them, 

Rural Ramblings
Cherry Mardell

fighting an unseen enemy, and with 
many operations and consultations 
cancelled through no fault of their own.

I promised to report back on our week 
in ‘glorious Norfolk’. Well, it wasn’t the 
best. And if anybody else says to me 
‘You picked the wrong week’ I might 
well strike them down! We booked 
our home-from-home abode almost 
a year ago. We were not to know that 
the weeks before and after were set 
to be scorchers. Our week was foul. It 
rained and blew almost the entire time. 
There was little to do except sit on a 
freezing beach or go into the one and 
only 'penny' arcade. When we left the 
arcade owner must have been a much 
richer man!
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Puzzles Page

Answers from Last Month:

Crossword: 
ACROSS: 1. Choc Ice 5. Curious 9. Elegant 10. Routine 11. Peacetime 12. Draft 13. 
Roots 15. Accordion 17. Persevere 19. Pasta 22. Onset 23. Dignified 25. Extreme 26. 
Moisten 27. Blessed 28. Nominee DOWN: 1. Creeper 2. Oregano 3. Irate 4. Extricate 
5. Curse 6. Round Trip 7. Origami 8. Sweeten 14. Sweetpeas 16. Clergyman 17. 
Proverb 18. Rosette 20. Smitten 21. Andante 23. Dread 24. Idiom 

Intermediate Suduko

Intermediate Suduko

Challenging Suduko

Challenging Suduko

Across 
7. Admit one may be swayed to take control (8)
9. 100 in highland dress can be very peaceful (6)
10. Boring part of casseroled ragout (4)
11. Messing up internet could make you thinner 
(10)
12. Kitchen for old ship (6)
14. Leave home,  good to live in another State (8)
15. Putting garment over uniform might be a 
threat (6) 
17. Umpire has lie in for comfort (6)
20. Is no care taken to develop this storyline? (8)
22. American chum produces a financial plan 
(6)
23. An appraisal could become so intimate (10)
24. Goes off, blasted sort! (4)
25. Reported to be the spot to catch this fish (6)
26. Grant covers initial demand that is possibly 
on the rise (8)

Down
1. Chap gets stuck into Pumpkin - perhaps he likes 
his food. (8)
2. He may be in charge but can only move one step 
at a time (4)
3. Group accepted leftwing leader? Not entirely (6)
4. A quiet little French desire (8)
5. Teacher take care, he may be a genius (10)
6. Songbird allowed around Pub (6)
8. To be learned without learning. Is that deserved? (6)
13. Sit angrily in disorder will cause  a problem for 
the speaker (10)
16. Teaser with empty rucksack. Are they running 
out of clothes? (8)
18. Large flotilla in entrance to Gulf is just passing  (8)
19. Spring sound around river can be monotonous (6)
21. Throw the Parisian fortress (6)
22. Prohibit a short New Yorker who gives a fig (6)
24. Time on the throne not good, to exercise 
control (4)



Trinity 17 

4th Oct

Trinity 18

11th Oct

Trinity 19

18th Oct

Last Trinity

25th Oct

St 
Andrew’s

Much 
Hadham

9.15am

Harvest 
Communion

Steve

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve/Mark

St 
Cecilia’s 

Little 
Hadham

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

St Mary’s 
Albury

11.15am

Harvest 
Communion

Steve

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

Services 
at other 

Churches

8 am 
BCP Harvest 
Communion 
St Thomas 

Perry Green 
 

Steve

5.45pm

Refresh at 
Braughing

Parish Services October 2020 
Benefice of: Little Hadham | Much Hadham | Albury

Wednesday 7th Oct 10.00am  Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)
Wednesday 14th   10.00am  Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)
Wednesday 21st  10.00am  Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)

Wednesday 28th   10.00am  Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)

When coming to a service please bring a mask to wear in Church, there will be 
sanitising solution, for your hands, at the entrance and exit. 

Most services are also being streamed on Zoom. For Zoom details and link please 
contact the rectory: rectorhightrees@btinternet.com  

or call: 01279 842609.

Other Dates:

Please note that the Church is now only open for Services.


