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Prayer Chain:

Within our congregations we have a 
network of people who will receive 
prayer requests. Whatever the 
problem, worry, anxiety or personal 
need, when received, it will be 
forwarded to the people on the 
chain who will pray immediately for 
each request for a period of time. All 
requests will be confidential.

Please ring anytime: 
Janet: 842 671
Karin: 771 532
Alice 504 781

Rector of the Parish:
Revd. Steve Bate
01279 842 609
muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com

Churchwarden:
Karin Green
01279 771 532
gouldburn.green@outlook.com

Editor:
Anne Wright
littlehadhampn@gmail.com

To find out more about the life of our 
Church, please visit our website: 
www.riverashchurches.org.uk

Editorial Deadline:

All articles for inclusion, sponsorship 
and copy and payment for advertising 
in the next issue must be received by 
the15th of the month. 

(BACS preferred, email the editor for 
details.)

Editor reserves the right to edit down 
copy received and omit accompanying 
pictures where necessary.

View the Parish News Online including 
back issues: www.littlehadham.com

Letter from the Rectory
Revd. Steve Bate

In one of our recent online services, we 
were treated to a sermon from a guest 
speaker, The Ven. Jane Mainwaring 
who is Archdeacon of St Albans.  In her 
sermon, she invited us to think about 
the seeds that had been sown in our 
lives during the lockdown from which 
we are emerging.
What kind of seeds was she referring 
to? Seeds of good things that might 
have begun to take root and grow. 
Seeds were the subject of Jesus’ 
parable of the sower in which he 
says those who hear God’s word and 
understand it are like seeds falling on 
good soil, bearing fruit and yielding 
a hundred times, sixty times, or thirty 
times more grain. Archdeacon Jane 
referred to the many ways that seeds 
have been sown and there has been 
growth. These last months have 
seen a real growth in serving others 
amongst many in our churches, 
like people phoning round others in 
the congregation, supporting their 
neighbours or joining in with organised 
neighbourhood responses to the 
pandemic. It’s not just something that’s 
been going on in churches; it’s been 
going on throughout our whole society, 
throughout the country and throughout 
our villages. This growth in concern for 
the well-being of others and seeking to 
support them has been taking root and 
growing all across our villages.
What seeds have you seen sown? 
What have you done differently over 
the last few months that you would like 
to continue?
Is there something that’s begun to take 
root, something that you could nurture?

It might be simply 
keeping in touch 
with people you’ve 
got to know better 
over these months. 
It might be keeping time for family 
and friends. It might be growing in a 
relationship with God.  Whatever it is, we 
need to be intentional about attending 
to these seeds that have been sown 
and caring for them. As a Christian, 
a significant part of being intentional 
about nurturing these seeds and seeing 
them grow, is for me to share these 
things with God in prayer.
I’d like to conclude this month by letting 
you know that our churches should be 
open for regular worship at the usual 
times in September. It has been a 
difficult time for many of us who value 
coming together to worship God, in 
church, Sunday by Sunday, but we will 
finally be back. It’s going to look different 
at first, distancing will limit how many 
of us can come together in church and 
there’ll be no singing to begin with. But 
a seed has been sown again – a seed 
of regularly being able to worship God 
together in church. It’s now time to 
nurture that seed and see it bear much 
fruit as our joyful worship of God in 
church develops and grows once again.
In preparation for regular services in 
September, a service will be taking 
place in one parish each Sunday during 
certain Sundays in August. You can see 
more details later on the back page of 
this edition and also at  
www.riverashchurches.org.uk.  
All are welcome!
Every blessing

Little Hadham Parish News

The magazine is written by 
many contributors who report 
for themselves or for a club or 
organisation they represent. The 
church and production team does not 
necessarily agree with the opinions 
aired in any article printed here. 

Cover Photo: taken from near the Ford, over-
looking the golf course in the distance.  
With thanks to Katie Crosby



4 5

Dr Paul Haimes
Down at the Doctors

Greetings one and all!

In this month’s parish magazine there 
should be a Social Connection & 
Internet Access survey as organised 
by our Patient Participation Group 
(PPG). The idea is to identify those 
of you who perhaps need help with 
modern technology in order to keep in 
touch with friends & family etc. Please 
fill in and return the questionnaire if 
you need help with this.

At the beginning of July we welcomed 
Scott Downham to Much Hadham 
HC. Scott is a Pharmacist employed 
by our Primary Care Network (PCN) 
and works in all 5 local practices. He 
will be with us one morning and one 
afternoon each week, dealing with 
medication reviews and associated 
issues, especially for those patients 
on a lot of medication and/or 
complicated drug regimes. 

Despite the nationwide easing of 
lockdown, NHS England (NHSE) 
has maintained that all GP practices 
continue as before. This means 

that the vast majority of contacts 
will continue to be by telephone 
and patients will only be seen at 
the Health Centre after speaking 
with a GP and if the doctor feels 
it is appropriate. We also have 
video consultation capability and 
e-consult, which I have mentioned 
before. Please make use of these 
innovative contact methods because 
they are invariably here to stay. Also, 
in keeping with NHSE, we have no 
plans to open the branch surgeries 
in Hunsdon & Little Hadham in the 
foreseeable future.

Finally, Dr Oates is looking for 2 kittens!

Stay safe and be sensible.

Best wishes.

Need Prescriptions Collected?

A prescription collection service is 
being offered by Amanda Davey for 
residents unable to go themselves.

Phone Amanda on 07775 896959

www.muchhadhamhealthcentre.co.uk

It was June 2019 they arrived, 3 
female alpacas all pregnant, waiting 
anxiously to be led out of the trailer to 
see their new surroundings.
Laurie and I had been working hard 
for months in the paddocks getting 
it ready for their arrival.  Fencing 
was the biggest job, new steel posts 
designed and engineered by Laurie’s 
company Hadham Engineering these 
were going to be firm in the ground 
for many years. 
This was going to be different from 

Meet the Hadham Hall Alpacas!
Tracy Slater

horses which I have had most of 
my life.  I’d done the husbandry and 
breeding course.  It’s 11 1/2 months 
gestation so this gave us time to bond. 
They are so inquisitive.  Over the 
months trust has been gained even 
our cocker spaniel Star is accepted. 
May 2020 arrived first born Jessie-
May (white) next a boy so of course 
it’s name was Boris (light).
And last Willow-Rose (Brown) the 
herd had doubled.
Next job is getting their fibre spun into 
wool for knitting.
Covid has certainly been a testing 
time for all but in lock-down at 
Hadham Hall having the alpacas has 
been a pleasure not just for us but 
hopefully for all here as watching 
over the fence engages plentiful 
conversations.



6 7

County Cllr Graham McAndrew  

Social Connection & Internet 
Access Survey
You will read in this magazine 
about the inter-village covid social 
connection recovery plan and the 
Social Connection & Internet Access 
Survey. Most of you are aware of 
my ambitions to have broadband 
installed in every household with a 
speed that is compatible with modern 
day demands. Could I therefore 
ask each and every one of you to 
complete the 4 page questionnaire 
that is being distributed. The form 
can be completed online or manually 
and returned by post, or delivered to 
a designated point. All returns will be 
treated in the strictest of confidence.

www.carebank.uk/p/survey2020.html 

A120 Little Hadham bypass 
scheme celebrates a key milestone 
with the re-opening of Albury Road
Albury Road has reopened following 
two months of closure while critical 
work was undertaken in support 
of the A120 bypass and flood 
alleviation scheme. 

During this time, the road was 
realigned onto the new bridge over 
the new bypass. The work included 
installing drainage, kerbs, road 
surfacing, white lining, signage, 
landscaping and utility diversions 

graham.mcandrew@hertfordshire.gov.uk

along the 900m stretch of road. This 
positive progress means that heavy 
construction machinery will no longer 
need to navigate the road network, 
alleviating pressure and disruption on 
local roads.

Locality Grant

Each councillor gets £10,000 a year to 
spend on local projects that promote 
the social, economic or environmental 
wellbeing of their local area.

Grants can be given for anything, 
as long as it’s legal and doesn’t go 
against a county council policy.

Councillors have given grants before for:

• Non-profit community events

• crime prevention

• health

• education.

Please get in contact if your 
organisation or community group 
would like to ask for a grant.  
Details above. 

Please log all highway faults at www.
hertsdirect.org/faultreporting/

After a lot of thought about the 
logistics of holding the Autumn Show 
this year, it is with great regret that the 
Committee have decided to cancel 
this year’s show. Those of you who 
are cup holders, please keep them 
until next year.

Tips for August:

1. Collect seeds as they ripen from 
plants such as aquilegias, sweet peas 
and love-in-a-mist, choosing a dry day.

Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
Anne Willett

Please send your gardening questions to:  
littlehadhampn@gmail.com and Anne will get back to you. 

2. Deadhead dahlias and other 
perennials to encourage a constant 
display of blooms.

3. Trim lavender once flowering is over 
to maintain a compact bushy shape, 
but avoid cutting into old wood.

4. Take softwood cuttings from 
Penstemons, choosing healthy, 
vigorous, non flowering shoots.
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The Parish Council Meetings are now 
being held remotely via Zoom.  These 
are on the first Tuesday of each month, 
from 8pm.  If you wish to join the meeting, 
contact the Clerk and you will be provided 
with log in details -  clerklittlehadham@
gmail.com or 01920 870809.  Agendas 
are posted on noticeboards and the Little 
Hadham Parish Council website. 

 PLEASE NOTE THERE IS NO PARISH 
COUNCIL MEETING IN AUGUST.  OUR 
NEXT MEETING IS TUESDAY 1ST 
SEPTEMBER

 

 

 

Millennium Wood – 
The Parish Council had been notified that 
signs had gone up listing the site for sale.  
The wood was being split into 5 plots to 
be sold separately.  The woods are well 
used by the parish and the local school 
use it extensively and is managed by a 
local volunteer group.  Discussions are 
taking place with EHDC to see what we 
can do to protect the wood:  With this in 
mind, we would like to organise a working 
party to look at various initiatives to ensure 
the future of the Millennium Wood.  If you 
are interested in joining the group, please 
contact: clerklittlehadham@gmail.com or 
phone on 01920 870 809.

The Playgrounds are Open
When using this play area, we need you to 
stay safe, please take note of the following: 

• The maximum number of children 
allowed within this play area is 20 for 
the Village Hall Playground and 5 for 
the Ridgeway playground.

• If the maximum number of children 
has been reached, please do not enter, 
and wait outside of the play area 

• When entering the play area please 
give way to adults and children exiting 
and keep your distance 

• Only 1 child should use each piece of 
equipment at any one time unless you 
are all from the same household 

• Each child should be accompanied by 
no more than 1 adult 

• Please observe social distancing in 
line with government guidance for 
waiting queues and when using the 
play area 

• The Council is not providing hand 
sanitiser in our play areas, we advise 
you wash/sanitise your hands before 
and after using the equipment. You may 
also wish to bring your own wipes. 

• Children should be supervised 
carefully to maintain good hygiene 
and should not use play areas if 
they have any signs or symptoms 
of coronavirus. 

Carole Page
Little Hadham Parish Council

www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk

Village Planters

Thank you to Joel for providing us with 
such a beautiful display in our planters.

Now for some bad news.

A minority of people do not respect our 
village.  Signs are being ripped off from 
the Village Hall playground, which gives 
contact details in case of emergency and 
are an information source.  This type of 
antisocial behaviour is not acceptable, 
and the police have been informed, and 
will continue to monitor this.

Fly Tipping

Did you know that any householder 
who fails to pass their waste to a 
licensed carrier risks a fine of up to £400 
if the waste is subsequently fly tipped.  
There has recently been an increase 
in incidents in the hamlets including in 
Chapel Lane, Millfield Lane, and Green 
Street, probably exacerbated by the 
closing of the household waste centres 
during lockdown. 

If you see any signs of fly tipping, please 
take a photo if you are able and report it 
by going on to the www.eastherts.gov.uk 
and putting FLYTIPPING in the search box. 
Follow the advice on how to report -it is 
simple to do.

It is good to note that the Bishops 
Stortford Household Waste Recycling 
Centre is now getting back to normal but 
is closed Tuesday and Wednesday - other 
days open 8-4pm.

Let us try and stamp fly tipping out in our 
beautiful parish.

Know anyone with a shiny new fridge? 
Maybe you thought you paid to get this 
disposed of properly? But this one was 
dumped at the top of Green Street on 6/7th 
July. If it was yours and you paid for proper 
disposal, please report the firm to us or to 
the council.

O.P.I, Jane Iredale Makeup, Shellac & LVL 



VST 
PAINTING & 
DECORATING

Laurence Baldwin
laurence@vstdecorating.co.uk

01279 491704

07989 968278

Fully Insured

Have a Hadham.
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Little Hadham Village Hall News
Jan Williamson

I am delighted to announce that 
our Village Hall Management 
Committee welcome a new Vice 
Chair.  Her name is Joan Mckinlay 
and she comes from Thorley with 
much experience in community 
work. Joan is no stranger to our hall 
as she and her husband Hamish 
have been very involved in setting 
up our Red Chair Cinema Club 
amongst other things.  We are also 
very lucky that Hamish has taken on 
the coordination of a maintenance 
program in the interim of waiting to 
start our hall’s refurbishment.  We 
welcome them both!  If you would 
like to help us with the maintenance 
program please contact me.

It has been a busy month looking 
into how we can open our Village 
Hall doors again but alas there were 
too many groups that were unable 
to return due to government ruling 
and too many problems that need 
sorting out before we can do so 
safely. As the lockdown continues 
to lift we may have some good news 
next month!  

One of the projects we are working 
on at the moment is that we have 
teamed up with Hertford Shires 
Rotary who are organising a drive 
in cinema.  It will be at the end of 
September and will be in a field in 
Stapleford which has been donated 
for this event.  As we cannot open 
our indoor cinema yet this will be 
a great opportunity to safely watch 

a film together in our own little 
bubbles.  I will have full details in 
next month’s Village Hall newsletter.

Hertford Shires Rotary are still keen 
to offer our Village Hall community 
groups and residens the opportunity 
of online quizzing so if you would 
like to set up some teams please let 
me know. 

I would like to remind you that we 
are registered for gift aid if you wish 
to support our refurbishment plans 
as we need to raise significant funds 
before we can make a start on our 
project.  A lot of grants have been 
diverted to covid-19 recovery which 
will clearly have a long lasting effect 
on projects such as ours.  Please 
help us to ensure the future of your 
community asset.

By the time you receive this many 
of you may be on holiday and so  
please keep safe and we hope 
that we will see you in the month 
of September when we hope our 
Village Hall doors will reopen and 
deliver covid friendly environment to 
our hall users. 

If you would like further information 
on any of the topics in this 
newsletter please contact:

Jan Williamson 01279 771272 

or 

chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk

chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk



all treework

hedges

stump removal

seasoned logs

wood chippings

kindling

free estimates

fully insured
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As lockdown measures are easing 
weekly and shielding is coming to an 
end we have noticed more people 
are taking back control of their lives 
and venturing out.  This is great news 
but we are also mindful that not all 
people are ready to return to the new 
normal. Please be assured that we 
will continue our support if needed 
and that should there be a 2nd spike 
we can resume our village support 
network as required.

Emergency contact: Jan Williamson 
07710 325363 or 01279 771272

We also appreciate the difficulties 
that Much Hadham Health Centre 
are experiencing and are happy to 
continue collecting prescriptions 
(allow 5 working days). 

Need Prescriptions collected in 
Little Hadham?
Amanda Davey  07775 896959

Recovering from Covid-19 
We are asking residents to share their 
views on how they feel about social 
connections and internet access 
as this will be a key aspect of our 
collective recovery from the impact 
of Covid-19. This short confidential 
survey is being carried out across the 
Hadhams, Hamlets, The Pelhams & 
Albury with the support of our Health 
Centre and Graham McAndrew our 
County Cllr, so we would really value 
your immediate input.

Please complete the 4 page survey 
you’ve just received with your parish 

Little Hadham Coronavirus Response
Jan Williamson 

magazine, either online at: www.
carebank.uk/p/survey2020.html or 
return via a designated letter box by: 
Fri 21st August. 

ALBURY Albury Village Hall, The 
Bourne, Albury, SG11 2JD - Contact 
Pam: 01279 771465 

FURNEUX PELHAM Brookeside, 
Furneux Pelham, SG9 0LL (black 
postbox) - Contact Tracy : 07881 
901394 

LlTTLE HADHAM LH Village Hall/LH 
Post office letter box, left side of hall 
or Clouds, Ford Hill, Little Hadham, 
SG11 2AZ- Contact Jan: 07710 
325363 

MUCH HADHAM MH Village Hall 
post box, c/o Crown House, High St, 
MH SG10 6BY - Contact Claire 07595 
674241 

THE HAMLETS Preservation Society 
or use MH return points - Contact 
Jane: 07753 480 327 

STOCKING PELHAM Village Hall, 
Stocking Pelham SG9 0HZ - Contact: 
Rikka 01279 777905 

If you are experiencing any difficulty 
returning the survey ring your village 
contact number above to arrange for 
collection.

Please return your completed 
survey by 21st August. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For ALL your PC / IPAD needs; 
Repairs, Upgrades & Training 

www.learnpc.co.uk  
  
 

Call or Email Tracy on 
07521 977997 
learnpc@icloud.com 

 

 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk

If anyone requires more than one 
copy please contact Jan Williamson 
01279 771272 or 07710 325363.
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STAYING CONNECTED - ISOLATING NOT 
ISOLATED 

Activities for your Health & Wellbeing

Stay socially connected whilst you continue to 
practice social distancing with online activities & 
wellbeing information at www.carebank.uk.

Your personal views are vital to help shape how our 
village communities take forward social prescribing to support residents as they 
come out of lockdown via our village halls and other venues, so we would really 
value your honest input about what you feel is needed.

What’s On in August

Regular activities continue on Zoom, please email the contact named for the 
meeting invite: 

*Daily Service, 10am @ rectorhightrees@btinternet.com

*Wed Come to tea, 3pm @ claire.uwins@mac.com

*Fri Chair Yoga, 11.30am @joanaserragomes@icloud.com

*Fri Adult Ballet, 6pm @ hannah.hussein19@live.co.uk

Many local groups & societies are discovering new ways of connecting. You can 
find an A-Z of our local groups @www.carebank.uk/p/local-groups.html 

For all the latest information go to www.carebank.uk

NOTICEBOARD

Leader wanted 
for Little Hadham 
Brownies
Would someone like to help me 
lead the Little Hadham Brownie 
pack? We meet on Tuesdays at the 
Village Hall . Little Hadham is the 
oldest Brownie pack in the country 
so you’d be keeping history alive - 
and it’s great fun! 
Please contact Jo on: 
jo436@btintenet.com 
or call on 07976724558 
Thank you! 

Calling all Photography 
Enthusiasts! 

Do you enjoy 
walking around 
our Village 
taking photos? 
Whether you 
take photos 
for fun, as a 
hobby or professionally we 
need you! We are building up 
a bank of photos taken around 
Little Hadham that we can 
use for the front cover of the 
Parish News. Ideally seasonal 
and with enough uncluttered 
space in a corner to put our 
magazine title against. Please 
email hi-resolution jpgs to: 
littlehadhampn@gmail.com.

Thank you to everyone who 
has sent me photos already - 
some really stunning pictures 
of our beautiful village - but 
we can always use more! 
I’m building up a seasonal 
repository to ensure the 
cover always looks fresh 
and relevant. 

The Gardens of Easton 
Lodge Open Day is on 
Sunday 16 August, with 
gates open from 11.00 
and our usual catering.



INFO@ALLASPECTSTREESERVICES.CO.UK

TREE SURGERY
STUMP GRINDING
HEDGE CUTTING

FENCING

01279 755545
07940 231964
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Little Hadham Afternoon Teas
Wendy Forgham wendyforgham@hotmail.com

As lockdown restrictions ease, it is good to 
know that more of us Afternoon Tea lovers 
are now able to venture further than our 
front doors! 
So it can only be good news to find that the 
need for Tea Box deliveries has dropped 
slightly as the feeling of isolation lessens. 
As much as I hope you all enjoy your 
doorstep deliveries, I think most of us 
would prefer indulging in our tea and cake 
amongst the company of good friends 
and neighbours.
So now I am thinking it is time to look at 
how we can move forward and return once 
more to our monthly gatherings whilst still 
managing to comply with Covid regulations.
This may involve still using our Tea Boxes 
in a setting that meets not only ours, but 
government requirements. I am aware that 
not everyone will wish, or be able to meet up 
so Tea Box deliveries will still be available.
That said with restrictions constantly 
changing, Little Hadham Afternoon Teas 
will be taking a break in August  and aim to 
return on the first Thursday of September  
(to be confirmed) when hopefully we will be 
nearer our goal for a social gathering.
During this time I shall be on granny duty as 
grandchild number 8 is due into the world 
on August 10th and I will be on call to child-
mind a terrible twos toddler for several days!
If you are over 60, possibly vunerable or 
isolated, and would like to receive a small 
box of teatime treats then please  contact 
me with your name, address, phone or email 
details, plus how many boxes you require 
(no charge, donation only if wished) 
Take care and very best wishes. 
Wendy

‘A fresh start’
A fresh start,

a new beginning.

Awake to the sound,

of the church bells ringing.

A new day dawns,

the sun rises once more.

Pull on your coat,

open the front door.

Stand on the step,

take in the air.

Leave the house,

without a care.

Walk in the park,

lie on the grass,

Enjoy the moment,

freedom at last.

Return home,

close the door.

Take a deep breath,

feel alive once more.

The Parkinality Poet aka Julie Walker

17 May 2020  |  www.parkinality.co.uk

Contact details: 
01279 776112  |  07817633713                                                                                                                                      
wendyforgham@hotmail.com                       
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History
Sharron and I purchased Four 
Acres in 2012. We were amazed 
by the beautiful views of the Ash 
Valley. Initially we had no intention 
of planting a vineyard or an apple 
orchard, the idea simply developed. 
We needed to do something with 
the four acres of land. In 2011 
I completed ‘Principles of vine 
growing’ at Plumpton Agriculture 
College near Brighton. It was a one 
week intensive course that gave 
you the fundamentals of planting a 
vineyard. So the journey started.

The Vineyard
We prepared an acre of land for the 
vineyard by weeding, sub-soiling, 
ploughing and creating 24 rows at 
1.4 meters apart. The rows were 
manured. In May of 2012 we planted 1000 
Pinot Noir and 1000 Chardonnay vines 
followed by 250 Pinot meunière vines in 
2013. The vines were planted at a meter 
apart in the prepared rows. These are the 
three classic varieties for making sparkling 
wine. We chose sparkling because it suits 
our climatic conditions .

Heard It Through The Grapevine
Platon Loizou www.fouracresestate.co.uk

The Apple Orchard
We purchased 200 apple trees from John 
Worle of Hereford. These are classic cider 
varieties and include, Dabinetts, Porters 
Perfection, Harry Masters Jersey, Foxwhelp, 
Stoke Red, Kingston Black, Morgan Sweet, 
Browns Apple and Yarlington Mill. 

Platon and Sharron Loizou

The vineyard The apple orchard

The trees were bare root and were planted 
in March of 2012. The trees now range 
between six feet to ten feet high. It’s been a 
pleasure watching them grow.

The Land
The land is gently sloping and North facing, 
it really should be South facing but we are 
fortunate that due to our location on the 
side of the hill we have sunshine from dawn 
to dusk, when the sun shines of course. 
The soil is a mixture of clay, chalk, shingle 
and flint. We seem to have broken all the 
rules because chalk is the preferred soil for 
making sparkling wine. Hence the South 
Downs have become the Mecca in the UK 
for vineyards. 

The Winery and Cidery
In 2013 we built a winery and cidery next 
to the vineyard and we purchased the 
equipment to make a Rose and a Blanc de 
Blancs as well as a sparkling cider which is 
made ‘champnoise style’. We have a press 
for the grapes as well as stainless steel 
tanks to mature the wine. The equipment for 
cider is different. We have a Veron double 
press, barrels and a milling machine for 
milling the apples. From the autumn grape 
harvest to the sparkling wine being ready 
to drink takes two and a half years . The 
sparkling cider process is eighteen months.

The Knowledge
You simply cannot become a wine maker or 
a cider maker overnight. Making sparkling 
wine is a complicated business. Making 
wine is not my field of expertise as I was 
a tour operator for 40 years. The wine at 
Four Acres is made with the help of an 
experienced wine maker. We maintain 
the vineyard, prune the vines and do the 
day to day work which I will detail in future 
publications. The magic is created by 
someone who has been making sparkling 
wine all of his life. I also need to mention that 
we are very fortunate that many people from 
both Little Hadham and Much Hadham have 
volunteered to help us especially during the 
harvest and cider making. Without their help 
we would  have struggled to establish the 
vineyard and the apple orchard.

We will be writing an article on a monthly 
basis however if anybody has any questions 
please do e-mail me and I will endeavour to 
answer them. 

May you and your family stay healthy

Regards Sharron and Platon

Four Acres Vineyard 
New Road, Little Hadham  
E mail : info@fouracresestate.co.uk 
Tel: 07802 313 075

Ready to bottle the 2019 vintage Rose @£16 , Cider @ £7.50 , Blanc de Blancs @ 
£17 per bottle .



Your local 
independent 
wine 
merchant

We stock a selection of 
more than 200 wines 
from most French 
wine regions including 
Bordeaux, Loire Valley, a 
few international gems, 
Champagne & Cognac. 
We deliver to all UK 
addresses. 

We have 12 bottle mixed cases starting at £99

info.wine.story@gmail.com 
07921 770 691 |  www.winestory.co.uk
2 Hadham Hall, Little Hadham, SG11 2AU

Free delivery to 
the Hadham’s 
& surrounding 
villages from 12 

bottles. 

Email us for full private 
catalogue or contact 
Thibault on the details below.

 

+44  (0)  7725415826 info@supalawns.com supalawns.com

Locally  based  lawn  care  
services  and  bespoke  
treatment  programmes

Top  Dressing

Weed  &  Moss  Control

Disease  Diagnosis

Specialists  in:

Lawn  Pests

Moles

Rats  &  Mice

Bees  &  Wasps
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Talking Bowls...or Something
www.muchhadhambowlingclub.ukJack

Delighted to tell that some inter-club 
competitions are now underway and 
it is great to see the Green back in 
use albeit with only three rinks open.  
For the time being, competitions 
are restricted to Men’s singles and 
pairs, Ladies singles and  Mixed pairs 
but it is a welcome beginning and 
one that members are thoroughly 
enjoying following weeks of isolation.  
Strict social distancing - hence only 
three rinks -  is not proving difficult  
and maybe more competitions 
will be achievable as  the season 
progresses. Matches against other 
clubs are still on the far horizon.

At time of writing it seems likely 
that the club house and bar will be 
opening on a trial basis. Our bar 
committee is confident that with 
the generous space our club has,  
social distancing and all other safety 
requirements  can be achieved and 
operated safely.  Which is good 
news as the idea of a cool pint,  G&T 
or glass of Prosecco whilst sitting 
in the sunshine watching a game 
of bowls is enough for our older 
members to forget their arthritis, joint 
replacements and blood pressure  
and to roll up their trouser legs or 
tuck in their skirts and do cartwheels  
on the Green. Not allowed of 
course, on the Green that is, but 
what a spectacle it would be!  My 
imagination must be in overdrive.

The news that the Fete will not 
be happening owing to CV is 
understandable but  not good news 

for a number of reasons.  One of 
those is the loss of revenue to the 
Recreation Trust which will impact  
on the Trust’s ability to give financial 
support to a variety of good causes 
within the Parish, including the 
Sports Association of whom the 
Bowls Club is part. That support has 
proved invaluable over the years 
particularly when the unexpected 
occurred  but  I am sure we will be 
able to trim our finances and get by 
for one year.  It is worth mentioning  
that  the bowls club has always been 
very active on Fete Days by running 
target bowls, money counting and 
until last year, organising  the tombola 
- one year I counted 35 bowls club 
members helping out - so we do try to 
earn that help. 

As the Club is only operating at half 
pace this year, it presents a unique 
opportunity  for all those wishing to 
try the sport to come along and ‘have 
a go’. Ring 842637 to arrange - all you 
will need is flat soled shoes (most 
trainers are fine).  The current age 
range of the club is from 14 to over 
80  - a truly multi generational sport.  
Don’t hold back - procrastination is 
the thief of time!

Stay safe.

Jack.

Much Hadham Bowling Club, 
Recreation Ground,  SG10 6DL   
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My garden safaris continue and with the 
warmer weather there is plenty to find. The 
butterflies are now enjoying our buddleia 
which has now come into flower with 
several species noted on the 12th: Large 
white, Small white, Peacock, Gatekeeper, 
Small tortoiseshell and Red admiral. 
Smaller insects have also been recorded, 
including Chlorops scalaris, a bright yellow 
grass fly that is just 2.5mm in length and 
found sitting on a clematis leaf.

On the 11th a good find was a female 
Pholcus phalangioides spider carrying 
her egg sac with her to protect it from 
predation. Other pleasing finds have been 
some stunning moth species, such as 
the monochrome Black Arches as well as 
micro moths such as Epinotia abbreviana. 
Bees are numerous in the garden at 
present, enjoying the nectar from the 
Japanese anemone and hollyhocks that are 
now 7 foot tall. 

My lock-down list of all species discovered 
since 23rd March is now 560, of which 
over 270 are moth species attracted to my 
light trap at the bottom of the garden. I am 
now aiming for over 600 species by the 
end of July as there are still plenty of moths 
and other insects that are yet to emerge. 
My garden list, with loads of photos can be 
viewed at tinyurl.com/gardensafaris Still 
waiting for some of the larger dragonflies 
to appear. I managed to find a perfect 
specimen in Millennium Wood last week 
whilst clearing bramble, a stunning 
Southern hawker.

Notes from a Small Garden
Jono Forgham jforgham@hotmail.com
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The Hundred Parishes Society
Ken McDonald

The Society’s website has been expanded 
to include a new series of interesting 
walking routes. The website already has 
20 walks that start and finish at railway 
stations but their attraction has been 
severely reduced by the advice to avoid 
public transport during the Coronavirus 
pandemic. Now the Walks area of the 
website has two sections: Station Walks 
and Other Walks. 
The new walks are all ‘circular’, starting 
and finishing at a location where there is 
normally space to park. The routes have 
been chosen for their attractiveness and 
level of interest, something which is not 
too difficult within the Hundred Parishes. 
The number of Other Walks is increasing 
all the time; in due course we hope that 
each of the hundred parishes will feature 
in at least one walk.
All walk descriptions can be downloaded 
and printed. Each includes clear 
instructions to help you find the way and 
there is also an outline map of the route. 
Within the description there is a short 
introduction to some of the places you will 
pass. The new walks range in distance 
from 1 mile to 10 miles.
We hope you will be able to try them out 
and we would be pleased to receive any 
feedback. If you particularly enjoy a walk, 
do please encourage others to enjoy it too. 
Please bear in mind that the usual pubs 
and tea rooms may not yet be open or may 
offer only a limited service. Walking boots 
or stout shoes are generally encouraged, 
although during dry periods they may not 
be needed.
Now that most of us can get out, please 
take the opportunity to explore new parts 
of our attractive countryside, villages 
and small towns. There is so much to 
appreciate in the Hundred Parishes.

www.hundredparishes.org.uk

Descending into Braughing

Looking towards Linton

River Chelmer

Thaxted

Henham

Felsted School



SierraHomeCare
Personal • Caring • Responsive

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

There's no place 
like home...

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

…to receive care and support 
to live your life, your way

Companionship
Home Help
Personal Care

26 27

It is with regret to inform you that the 
cricket club has decided that we have 
to leave the home ground at Millfield 
Lane. The reason being that it is no 
longer viable to carry on due to ever 
increasing costs rent, insurance, and 
ground maintenance and not being 
able to recoup the monies during 
the season and we have been losing 
money for several seasons.

Having sold most, if not all our 
machinery we have got ourselves 
back on an even keel. We are ground 
sharing with Thorley Cricket Club for 
next season to carry on the history 
of Little Hadham Cricket Club. Our 
next priority is to get enough players 
to play, which like a lot of clubs we 

Little Hadham Cricket Club
ronbuncebunce@btinternet.comRon Bunce

are finding hard to do. So if you or 
anybody you know wants to play 
in good friendly surroundings 
please give me a call. You would 
be most welcome and any age will 
be accepted as most of current 
players are of a mature age.

If interested in any capacity please 
call or text or email.

Please note there will be no fixtures 
this season due to Coronavirus.

Ron Bunce

Little Hadham Cricket Club

Hon. Presdent

07903 194991
Last August we celebrated our 
Japanese gardening heritage. This 
year we will be celebrating being 
open to the public! Our Open Day is 
on Sunday 16 August, with gates 
open from 11.00 and our usual 
catering. We are now also opening on 
Thursdays, for walkers and cyclists 
only, as car parking is not available, 
and with no catering, but picnics 
welcome. Details for all open days are 
on our website www.eastonlodge.
co.uk and Facebook page and are 
being regularly updated as we get 
more experience of operating with 
social distancing and following the 
latest rules.

In July the Gardens have looked 
gorgeous, with the rain finally 
washing the dust from the leaves 
and allowing the plants to grow. The 
Italian garden has its summer hues: 

Jill Goldsmith
www.eastonlodge.co.uk

the central beds are a beautiful blend 
of yellows, from the achillea, day lilies 
and Oenothera; oranges from the 
kniphofia and helenium; and purples 
from the nepeta and salvia. The dahlia 
bed and flower border in the walled 
kitchen garden are growing apace 
and provide a riot of colour. The 
greens of the ferns in the stumpery 
and the trees in the Glade are 
refreshed. And the lavender borders 
are a mass of colour from the flowers 
and the butterflies and bees feasting 
on their nectar.    

The fruit and veg in the walled kitchen 
garden have loved the mix of sunshine 
and rain and so we have a steady 
flow of produce for sale and jams and 
jellies for our tombolas.

We hope you will find time to come 
and visit us through the summer.
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Excellent opportunities for pupils 
aged 3-11 years

Care provision from 
7.45am to 6.30pm.

Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

for more details
A ‘Good’ schoolthat nurtures a love 

for learning  OFSTED 2018
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk
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Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

 

WWOOOODD  
BBRRIIQQUUEETTTTEESS  

            
HHiigghh  bbuurrnn  tteemmppeerraattuurreess,,  
SSaaffee  ffoorr  wwoooodd  bbuurrnneerrss,,  
VVeerryy  llooww  aasshh  ccoonntteenntt,,  

CClleeaann  ttoo  hhaannddllee  
  
££33  ppeerr  bbaagg  ccoolllleecctteedd  ffrroomm  

FFuurrnneeuuxx  PPeellhhaamm  oorr    
££55  ppeerr  bbaagg  ffrreeee  llooccaall  
ddeell iivveerryy  ((mmiinn  oorrddeerr  

vvaapppplliieess))    
  

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoo  pplleeaassee  ccaall ll    
0011227799  777777666666  oorr  eemmaaiill  
jjaannbboorr@@bbttccoonnnneecctt..ccoomm    

  
AAllll  pprriicceess  aarree  iinncclluussiivvee  ooff  VVAATT  

cchhaarrggeedd  aatt  55%%  

Confession time.... I admit I am the 
world’s worst hoarder. I’ve come 
to this sad conclusion as I gaze 
around our house and wonder 
where to put everything. Of course, 
it hasn’t happened overnight. I’ve 
been hoarding for most of my 
life. And the realization has hit 
me as I’ve been looking at house 
sale adverts – and wonder how 
those sellers ever managed to get 
their homes so pristine for those 
magical photographs!

I have clothes which I still wear 
which were bought over 20 years 
ago. Unfortunately that hasn’t 
stopped me from buying more, 
year on year, to add to the pile. 
My wardrobes are stuffed full, 
and I have now hung my summer 
wardrobe, in desperation, on an 
open rail on the landing. And, 
despite this,  I am an excellent 
contributor to every charity shop in 
the area!

I have sufficient beauty products 
to last me ten lifetimes, yet I feel 
unable to part with anything. I look 
at the grubby half-finished pots of 
cream and think.... maybe one day 
they’ll come in useful! So they stay!

Our everyday medicines all go into a 
big drawer. When hubby said he had 
a sore throat, I happily found him a 
throat spray, which I sprayed into 
his open mouth. It was not until later 

Rural Ramblings
Cherry Mardell

he told me that the ‘use by’ date on 
said spray was 2015!

My ‘computer room’ is really the 
junk room. Anything which has no 
real home, goes in there. I have 
everything from an unused, full 
size Mexican sombrero, through to 
a half-body model of a naked man 
(used to photograph tee-shirts!), 
a pile of Mexican throws, brought 
back from various US holidays,  to 
six XXXL western hats for men who 
have enormous skulls (any takers?)

Fortunately we are not thinking of 
moving house. I can’t tell you how 
pleased I am about that!
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Puzzles Page

Answers from Last Month:
Crossword:  
ACROSS: 1. Podcast 9. Sweetpea 10. Hellcat 11. Sentence 12. At Once 13. 
Meaningful 15. Aria 16. Redletter 21. Holt 22. Astrologer 24. Supine 25. Croupier 27. 
Majorca 28. Dressage 29. Recycle DOWN: 2. Overturn 3. Calendar 4. Scale Model 
5. Twee 6. Newton 7. Spin Off 8. Patella 11. Scavenger 14. Interstate 17. Rhapsody 
18. Clinical 19. Cascade 20. Stooped 23. Oppose 26. Ergo 

Intermediate Suduko

Intermediate Suduko

Challenging Suduko

Challenging Suduko

Anne Wright

Across 
1. This Detective is not from Dumbarton  (6,4)
9. Not there yet (4)
10. It may be unwise to reorder entire disc (10) 
11. You can take this  if your record is good  (6) 
12. It might make it easier to read your bill if you 
use less gas (7)
15. Requests for payment  could send mad (7)
16. Demonstrated  how in two directions  (5)
17. A promise to be found in a boat house (4)
18. Put a cover over nothing on the beach (4)
19. Rushes around waterworks  (5)  
21. Dawn has broken for the carpenter (7)
22. Arranged barer of bad news to hold back (7)
24. This fool is one you can find in Italy  (6)
27. You may need to rearrange anchorage to 
hook up your gear  10)
28. Bound together by  special diet (4)
29. These old chaps follow a minor route to get 
something to eat  (5,5)

Down
2. In stolen time you must abstain  (4)
3. This cove is speaking out (6) 
4. Precise lists of ingredients (7)
5. An unlucky time for a Roman in March (4)
6. Where to get the soup to thicken anyhow  (7)
7. Punctual? Or could be late arriving  (4,2,4)
8. Where one will meet the grim reaper (6,4)
12. Cheers, and wishing you well (4,6) 
13. A dishonest answer may leave you surprised (10)
14. Nagging woman who  is not so smart (5)
15. Initially don’t want a real fight for such a small 
figure (5) 
19. Vehicle that may go down the runway and 
almost back in reverse (7)
20. Do those massaged all over feel comforted   (7) 
23. Bishop may only need a small amount  to bring 
about reflection (6)
25. It sounds like you should give the order to start (4)
26. Get ahead in the university (4)



St Cecilia’s Church

Our first service, in Church, since 
March is on:

Sunday 30th August  
at 11:15 am
Look forward to seeing you there.

SAVE THE DATE: Regular services at St Cecilia’s Church will 
resume in September – on the second and fourth Sundays of 
the month.

In preparation for this, there will be a service of Holy 
Communion at 11.15 am on 30th August as above.

The Church can now accept donations by text.  

To donate £5 to St. Cecilia’s Church, text LHSTCECILIA to 70085 - a text 
will cost £5 plus one standard text message.

This can also be gift aided. If you are a tax payer and agree to this, the 
Church can claim an additional 25% at no extra cost to yourself.

Did you know that you can also raise funds for the Church every time you 
shop on-line?  And it costs you NOTHING!
Firstly, you need to register at www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then 
select St. Cecilia’s Church, Little Hadham as the good cause you wish 
to support. 
You then select your supplier direct from the easyfundraising website and 
continue shopping in the usual way.
There are several thousand retailers who have subscribed to this scheme 
and they donate a small percentage of the purchase price to the chosen 
good cause.
So, you are only paying for the goods you are buying – the donation comes 
from the retailer.  Please get in touch if you require further information.


