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Letter from the Rectory
Revd. Steve Bate

Little Hadham Parish News
Rector of the Parish:

Last July, in the middle of a heat
wave, I posted these words on the
neighbourhood website Nextdoor:
“Come to the coolest place in the village

that the two-metre
distance is observed
and there must
be two volunteers
present to supervise
while the church is open.

On the hottest day of the year, why not
come to the coolest place in our villages
- your village church.

Where we are able to meet the
requirements for opening churches
safely, it will be possible to open them
for a short time. This may be only for an
hour or two and perhaps only once a
week initially. The best way to find out
which churches are open and when, is to
keep an eye open on our website www.
riverashchurches.org.uk

The churches of Albury, Little Hadham
and Much Hadham are kept open
each day by a team of volunteers. All
are welcome to come and cool off
for as long as you need, to bring your
children with their games or to look
around and explore!”
The message I wanted to give out was
that it’s your church too – come inside
on a hot day. It’s here for you, not only
the worshippers who are there Sunday
by Sunday. As congregations in our
three villages, it’s given us a great deal
of satisfaction to be able to keep our
churches open throughout the week.
Some visitors come because they’re out
walking in the area, some come to pray,
some come to simply pause and reflect
in the quiet of the church.

In the meantime, the life of our churches
continues, often online such as our
regular services and other online
events. Do get in touch with me if you’d
like the meeting ID and password for
The Daily Service or Sunday Service
(both available by phone-in too), Messy
Family at Four, or Alpha. Details of
the times of these can be found in the
website calendar.
Although we can’t yet hold weddings
or baptisms (christenings) in church at
the moment, you’re very welcome to
give me a call or send an email for an
initial conversation. When we are able to
open up for special services like these,
details will be posted on our website and
noticeboards.

This July will be very different in
churches throughout the country as
many churches will remain closed. I’m
writing this on the day that churches
are now permitted to open for private
prayer and reflection and I’m pleased
to say that some of the churches in the
wider Benefice of Albury, Little Hadham
and Much Hadham may be able to make
use of this permission soon. There are
many stringent requirements that we
have to follow in order to open churches
for private prayer and reflection. For
example, we have to be set up so

Every blessing

Revd. Steve Bate
01279 842 609
muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com

Churchwarden:

Karin Green
01279 771 532
gouldburn.green@outlook.com

Editor:

Anne Wright
littlehadhampn@gmail.com
To find out more about the life of our
Church, please visit our website:
www.riverashchurches.org.uk

Editorial Deadline:
All articles for inclusion, sponsorship and
copy and payment for advertising in the
next issue must be received by the15th
of the month.
(BACS preferred, email the editor for details.)
Editor reserves the right to edit down copy
received and omit accompanying pictures
where necessary.

View the Parish News Online including
back issues: www.littlehadham.com

Prayer Chain:
Within our congregations we have a network
of people who will receive prayer requests.
Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or
personal need, when received, it will be
forwarded to the people on the chain who will
pray immediately for each request for a period
of time. All requests will be confidential.

Have a Hadham.

Please ring anytime:
Janet: 842 671 or Karin: 771 532 or
Alice 504 781
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News from St Cecilia’s Church

Frank & Karin Green
Good News!

Down at the Doctors
Dr Paul Haimes

www.muchhadhamhealthcentre.co.uk
follow the online prompts. There will
be a series of questions to answer
about your problem and someone
will contact you by 6:30pm the
following day at the latest. As with
other technological innovations,
please bear with us initially as these
things don’t always run as smoothly
as advertised!

This month I would like to begin
by expressing our heartfelt and
sincere thanks to all of you who have
provided the health centre with face
masks, scrubs, hand sanitizer, visors,
biscuits, cakes and even flowers!

We are now open for private prayer on
Sunday’s from 11.00 am until 1.00 pm.
Please do come and visit us.
As you will know the situation
changes all the time so do please
check the website:
www.riverashchurches.org.uk
or ring Karin on 771532 for up to
date information.

In the last month we have suffered
significant staff changes in the
dispensary. In addition to having
one dispenser being “shielded”
from day 1 of lockdown, we have
now lost 2 more to the Government
regulations in pregnancy, with
both of them becoming high risk
at 28 weeks gestation and leaving
10 weeks earlier than originally
planned! This means that we need
to continue to ask you for your
patience in allowing 5 working days
for repeat prescriptions and in most
cases you will be notified by text/email when your medication is ready
for collection. In addition to this,
dispensary will be closed between
1-2pm for the foreseeable future.

Easy Fundraising
Frank Green

St. Cecilia’s Church may be closed,
but our on-going expenses continue,
but did you know that you can raise
funds for the Church every time
you shop on-line? And it costs
you NOTHING!
Firstly, you need to register at www.
easyfundraising.org.uk and then
select St. Cecilia’s Church, Little
Hadham as the good cause you wish
to support.

Best wishes and, once again,
stay safe.

Need Prescriptions Collected?
A prescription collection service is
being offered by Amanda Davey for
residents unable to go themselves.
Phone Amanda on 07775 896959

S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

However, you can now enter the
building to collect your medication,
on a strict 1 in 1 out basis and
observing strict social distancing
whilst queueing. You will be asked
to wear a mask and we have also
erected “sneeze screens” to further
protect both you and our staff.

You then select your supplier direct
from the easyfundraising website and
continue shopping in the usual way.
There are several thousand retailers
who have subscribed to this scheme
and they donate a small percentage
of the purchase price to the chosen
good cause.

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling
Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves
Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance
22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735

Finally, by the time this goes to print
we will have the e-Consult service
up and running. There is a short
video on our website showing you
how it works and then you can just

So, you are only paying for the goods
you are buying – the donation comes
from the retailer. Please get in touch if
you require further information.
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s.southgatecarpentryservices
@hotmail.co.uk
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Little Hadham Village Hall News
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Jan Williamson

through our refurbishment project
without help. If you are a community
minded person and value your village
hall please join us and help us in this
exciting community project. We are
all volunteers!

As you receive this month’s newsletter
our village hall will hopefully receive
indication of how we are to re-open
using social distancing measures.
There will be much to do in order that
we can provide a safe environment
for our hall users and who must
demonstrate they understand the
safety measures expected. Some of
our users will have found new ways
to continue their classes but we hope
they will return so we can all meet our
friends and class mates again in the
new normal.

We are also in need of a handy man
that can do odd jobs like changing
lights and general light maintenance
when required. Again this is a job
that has been done over the years
by a dedicated volunteer but we now
have a vacancy due to retirement. If
we can’t fulfil these voluntary roles for
our Village Hall, no matter what we do
to keep it up to date and running it will
eventually shut its doors for good.

Since my last newsletter in March,
the Little Hadham Village Hall
Management Committee are still
looking for a Vice Chair to join us. The
job involves supporting the Chairman
and occasionally standing in as Chair
when I am not available. In addition to
that we are also looking for someone
who has skills in project management,
fund raising/crowdfunding for
large community projects and has
experience in grant applications. We
are a small committee and do not
have these necessary skills to go

Due to Covid 19 we have had to
adapt and develop new skills. It may
be some time before we get back
to “normal” so we must ensure that
our village hall/hub remains open
to our community and continues to
support our Health and Well-being
and helps to combat rural isolation
and loneliness.
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Choose from a selection
of over 60 cars from
£5,000 to £50,000

Excellent opportunities for pupils
!"#$%%$&'()**)+',&-'-$.(/)+(*,*-%.(
aged 3-11 years
01$2(3455(6$0+.7((
Care
provision from
8&4.-'$(#0+$(*+)9-.-)&(/+):(
7.45am
to 6.30pm.
;7<=0:(')(>73?*:
Contact 01279 771285 or
@)&'0#'&23456&553478()+
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk
02:-&A%-''%$B02B0:7B$+'.7.#B7,C
for more details
/)+(:)+$(2$'0-%.
A ‘Good’ schoolthat nurtures a love
" #!
for learning OFSTED 2018
$  
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk
!!!

01279 652656
Bishops Stortford
CM23 5PS

VST

Counselling/Psychotherapy

PAINTING &
DECORATING
Laurence Baldwin

An opportunity to take
back control, when it
comes to your own mental
health.
O.P.I, Jane Iredale Makeup, Shellac & LVL

laurence@vstdecorating.co.uk
01279 491704
07989 968278

01279 771536 / 07720 773346
jawcounselling@protonmail.com
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Fully Insured
7

Little Hadham Coronavirus Response
Jan Williamson

I would like to say thank you to
Keeping in touch, Zooming
and quizzing!
all the lovely people I have had
the pleasure of working with
Over the past 3 months most of us
over the past 12 weeks who have
will have learnt a new communication
organised support in their hamlets skill called Zoom which has allowed
for the residents who were unable
many groups and committees to
to go out due to their underlying
remain in contact through lockhealth issues orLITTLE
age. We
have CORONAVIRUS
HADHAM
down. We have learnt
to doTO
classes
HOW
FIND A
been shopping, befriending, dog
such as yoga and barre
ballet
plusTO
VOLUNTEER
RESPONSE
(LHCR)
many fun quizzes runHELP
by friends
and
walking, prescription collecting
SOCIALinformation
PRESCRIBING ACTIVITY
PACKS such as theYOU
organisations,
Rotary
and providing useful
DISTRTIBUTED WEEKLY ON MONDAY . .
Club quiz mentionedTHE
opposite.
and activities whilst
in lock-down.
ASH
TO RECEIVE
A COPY CONTACT:
JAN WILLIAMSON ON 07710 325363
DAVE WILLETT
As the easing of lock-down
07947
122
Emergency Contact
for224
Little
FOOD
SUPPLIERS—DELIVERIES
continues we will
still
continue
Hadham
• BERRY BEST PRODUCE 07971
098559 Coronovirus Helpline:
BERRYBESTPRODUCE@YAHOO.COM
to support our community
until
• MIKES OF SAWBO
Jan Williamson: BURY GREEN
such time that they
can leave
WWW@MIKESOFAWBO.CO.UK
BRIAN SHEA
CHEFS TABLE 01920 468333 SELECTION OF
their homes and• re-establish
07939 528 675
FRUIT VEG AND BASICS DELIVERY
07710 325363 or 01279 771272.
their independence.
I
have
met
• MARR FISH - 01279 501051
CHURCH END
some amazing people
in the
past
• PICKETTS
BUTCHERS—01920
463240
chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk
01279 842609
3 months all willing
help their
FOODtoSUPPLIES—COLLECTION
ONLY
• LONDIS—01279 843063 / 07593 876279
fellow neighbours in any way
• WELLIES AND WALKERS CAFÉ, BUNTINGpossible.
Without
these people
FORD—01763
662909
LITTLE
HADHAM
CORONAVIRUS
HOW TO FIND A CRADLE END
WWW.THEWELLIESANDWALIESCAFE.COM
the situation could
have been
• THE CHEQUERS INN, WARESIDE—01920
VOLUNTEER TO ALISTAIR CLIFT
RESPONSE
(LHCR)
intolerable,
so I would
like to say a
467010—CHEQUERSWARE@GMAIL.COM
07770 658 122
HELP YOU
• THE
HOUNDS,
SOCIAL
PRESCRIBING
ACTIVITY
PACKS
massive
thank you
toFOX
all AND
you
lovely HUNSDON—01279
DISTRTIBUTED WEEKLY843999
ON MONDAY . .
people who have been
involved in
GREEN STREET
THE ASH
TO RECEIVE A COPY CONTACT:
PRESCRIPTIONS
this
support
network.
You
know
JO BURKE
CO-ORDINATED
SERVICE
IS
JAN WILLIAMSON ONA07710
325363all PRESCRIPTION
DAVE
WILLETT
07900 241 488
who you are! AVAILABLE. CONTACT:
07947 224 122

FOOD SUPPLIERS—DELIVERIES
AMANDA DAVEY—07775 896959
• BERRY BEST PRODUCE 07971 098559
If
you
want
any
information
on any
BERRYBESTPRODUCE@YAHOO.COM
USEFUL
NUMBERS
• MIKES
SAWBOtopics
of theOFabove
please
ring
Jan4044 BURY GREEN
HERTS HELP: 0300 123
WWW@MIKESOFAWBO.CO.UK
BRIAN SHEA
INFO@HERTSHELP.NET
Williamson
01279
771272
or email
• CHEFS
TABLE 01920
468333
SELECTION
OF
07939 528 675
•
•

WWW.CAREBANK.UK
FRUIT
VEG AND BASICS
DELIVERY
chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk
A VERY USEFUL WEBSITE FOR THE HADHAMS
MARR FISH - 01279 501051
AND SOCIAL
PRESCRIBING
PICKETTS BUTCHERS—01920
463240

CHURCH END
01279 842609

FOOD SUPPLIES—COLLECTION ONLY
•
•

LONDIS—01279 843063 / 07593 876279
WELLIES AND WALKERS CAFÉ, BUNTINGFORD—01763 662909
WWW.THEWELLIESANDWALIESCAFE.COM

•

THE CHEQUERS INN, WARESIDE—01920
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CRADLE END

ALISTAIR CLIFT

HADHAM HALL
LARA CLARK

07976 620 965

THE FORD

BRENDA KAIN
07510 323 811

Our rural villages are bringing together thoughtful ideas for safe, enjoyable
social connections in line with social distancing guidance. For further details
please contact: Jan at chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk, 07710 325363
or 01279 771272.

Our new community resource www.
carebank.uk continues to connect
the dots with regular updates
to topical Health & Well-being
information from Govt/NHS/locality
& other reliable sources. We hope you
find it a helpful guidepost to support
our community as it navigates &
adapts to living alongside Covid-19. If
you don’t have online access, please
please ring me 01279 771272 or
speak to Claire on 07595 674241, or
email at claire.uwins@mac.com for
info and please tell us your ideas for
new topics.

Sunday Lunch Club Take-away
Roast beef & chicken dinners from
the Orange tree pub plus a quiz by
Dave Smalley, were delivered contact
free to 23 of our vulnerable selfisolating residents. Some got together
to enjoy this alternative Sunday lunch
club with a glass of wine in their
gardens.

More good things happening to
help social distancing and social
connection in our Community

Our thanks to Ian Devonshire for
this great idea & generous financial
support for a socially distanced lunch.

The Hadhams Covid-19 Diary

Inter-Village Quiz

Don’t forget to help us to collate our
community’s journey through this
time by sending a short account of
your Covid-19 experiences, thoughts
and memories whether written, oral
or in artwork or photos to: post@
sandramcadam.co.uk

This was a big success via Zoom,
hosted by the Rotary club of Hertford
Shires. They are keen to offer free
Online Quiz Events to any community
groups supporting people in need, for
example due to social isolation.
Please get in touch by email at:
events@hertfordshiresrotary.org.uk

You can check out current diaries
at: www.thehadhamscoviddiary.
blogspot.com
And please ask your children to
download and complete the Kid’s
Time Capsule Activity Pack at www.
carebank.uk/p/activities.html
9

What’s On in July
STAYING CONNECTED - ISOLATING NOT ISOLATED

NO T ICE BOAR D

Virtual activities for your health and well-being.

Calling all Photography
Enthusiasts!

Stay socially connected whilst you continue to practice
social distancing with online activities & well-being
information at: www.carebank.uk
•

A-Z of resilience in Lockdown: www.churchtimes.
co.uk/articles/2020/15-may/comment/opinion/an-az-of-resilience-in-lockdown

•

Regular activity sessions for all ages: www.activeeastherts.org.uk/whats-on/

•

Free Beginners yoga: www.youtube.com/watch?v=zzonBs06mX8

•

Quizzes, brainteasers & recipes: www.carebank.uk or delivered via Claire or
Jan. Contact details below.
These activities are available on ZOOM, please email the contact
named to get the Zoom meeting invite:

•

Daily Service, 10am @ rectorhightrees@btinternet.com

•

Wed Come to tea, 3pm @ claire.uwins@mac.com

•

Fri Chair Yoga, 11.30am @ joanaserragomes@icloud.com

•

Fri Adult Ballet, 6pm @ hannah.hussein19@live.co.uk

Many local groups & societies are finding new ways of connecting with members & you
can find an A- Z of alternative hobbies to try whilst regular groups & societies are unable
to meet up.
Updates on local groups & societies will be posted on the CAREbank website or you
can contact Claire at: claire.uwins@mac.com, 07595 674241 or Jan at: chairvillagehall@
littlehadham.org.uk, 07710 325363

For all the latest information go to www.carebank.uk
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Do you enjoy walking around our
beautiful Village taking photos?
Whether you take photos for
fun, as a hobby or professionally
we need you! We need a bank
of photos taken around Little
Hadham that we can use for the
front cover of the Parish News.
Ideally seasonal and with enough
uncluttered space in a corner to
put our magazine title against.
Please email hi-resolution jpgs to:
littlehadhampn@gmail.com.

Good News!

St Cecilia’s is now open for private
prayer on Sunday’s from 11.00am
until 1.00 pm. Please do come and
visit us.
As you will know the situation
changes all the time so do please
check the website:
www.riverashchurches.org.uk
or ring Karin on 771532 for up to
date information.

Planning Application for Millfield Lane
Judi Wheeler

Please can we urge you to send in
your comments via the website.

Dear Friends, An application was
submitted to East Herts Council
regarding the agricultural field at the
top corner of Millfield Lane which
currently has a stable block on it,
recently purchased by travellers.

Visit: https://publicaccess.eastherts.
gov.uk/online-applications/
Application Reference: 3/20/1040/
FUL

PROPOSAL: “Change of use of land
to a four pitch Gypsy/Traveller site
comprising the siting of 4 Mobile
Homes, 4 Touring Caravans, and the
erection of 4 dayroom buildings, and
the formation of an internal track and
hardstandings. Installation of bio disc
septic tank”

Consultation Deadline: by 7th July.
Please note this will be discussed
at the next Parish Council Meeting
on 7th July 8pm. Please contact:
clerklittlehadham@gmail.com or
phone 01920 870 809 for log-in
details for Zoom if you would like to
join the discussion.
11

Little Hadham Parish Council
Carole Page

www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk
Warnings over ‘dangerous and
addictive’ craze of laughing gas

The Parish Council Meetings are
now being held remotely via Zoom.
These are on the first Tuesday of
each month, from 8pm. If you wish
to join the meeting, contact the Clerk
and you will be provided with log in
details: clerklittlehadham@gmail.com
or 01920 870809.
Agendas are posted on noticeboards
and the Little Hadham Parish Council
website.

Green Street Layby, Little Hadham
Village Hall, and Acreman’s just
outside Bury Green have been littered
with these gas canisters. Not only is it
untidy it is also dangerous. The police
are aware of these activities and are
patrolling the area. According to the
anti-drugs campaign Talk to Frank, the
risks of inhaling nitrous oxide include:

The Countryside Code

•

Dizziness, which might make you act
carelessly or dangerously

•

Heavy regular use can lead to a
deficiency of vitamin B12 and to a
form of anaemia

•

Severe B12 deficiency can lead
to serious nerve damage, causing
tingling and numbness in the fingers
and toes. This can be very painful and
make walking difficult

•

Regular use can stop you forming
white blood cells properly

•

It can be hard to judge the amount to
use safely

•

If you have too much you can end up
fainting, having an accident or worse

Last month we published a reminder
about the Countryside Code and our
need to enjoy and protect our local
environment. It is good to see so
many residents walking the footpaths
and country lanes, but there are still
a minority of people who are ignoring
the countryside code.
•
ALLASPECTSTREESERVICES.CO.UK

TREE SURGERY
STUMP GRINDING
HEDGE CUTTING

•

Dogs must be kept under effective
control.

•

It is illegal for owners not to use poo
bags or clear up after their dogs or
to use them, but not then either take
them home or place in a suitable bin.

FENCING

01279 755545
07940 231964

Walkers must remain on the paths.
Fields, meadows, woodland either
side of these footpaths are private
and access is not permitted. Leave
no trace of your visit.

•

Now For Some Good News!
A big thank you to Councillor Richard
Mardell who pruned and tidied
around the bus stop on the A120 near
the Traffic Lights on at A120 at the
Traffic lights.

Remember when it comes to the
countryside – Respect – Protect – Enjoy

INFO@ALLASPECTSTREESERVICES.CO.UK
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Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club

Your local
independent
wine
merchant

Anne Willett
Locally  based  lawn  care  
services  and  bespoke  
treatment  programmes

We stock a selection of
more than 200 wines
from most French
wine regions including
Bordeaux, Loire Valley, a
few international gems,
Champagne & Cognac.
We deliver to all UK
addresses.

Specialists  in:
 

Weed  &  Moss  Control

 

    

Top  Dressing

Disease  Diagnosis

   

Email us for full private
catalogue or contact
Thibault on the details below.

  

Lawn  Pests

Rats  &  Mice

Moles

Bees  &  Wasps

Free delivery to
the Hadham’s
& surrounding
villages from 12
bottles.

We have 12 bottle mixed cases starting at £99

info.wine.story@gmail.com
+44  (0)  7725415826

info@supalawns.com

07921 770 691 | www.winestory.co.uk

supalawns.com

2 Hadham Hall, Little Hadham, SG11 2AU

There is no club meeting this month
but don’t forget the Autumn Show on
Sunday 6th September. (Subject to
government advice on Covid 19)

5. Cut back early summer perennials
such as hardy geraniums and
delphiniums after flowering for a second
flush.

Tips for July:-

6. Feed and deadhead roses to keep
them flowering.

1. Deadhead bedding plants and
repeat flowering perennials to ensure
continuous flowering.

7. Sow biennials such as foxgloves and
honesty for blooms next year.
8. Trim lavender after flowering to keep
plants compact and bushy, but avoid
cutting into old wood.

2. Order catalogues for next year’s
spring flowering bulbs.
3. Give the lawn a quick acting
summer feed, especially if not given
a spring feed.
4. Give dahlias a liquid feed and keep
them well watered. Stake if necessary.

Please send your gardening
questions to: littlehadhampn@
gmail.com and Anne will get
back to you.
14

Adult Ballet Barre
EVERY FRIDAY FROM 4PM
DANCE
CLASSES NOW
ONLINE
VIAVILLAGE
ZOOMHALL
LITTLE HADHAM
CALL NOW ON

07538262835
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Notes from a Small Garden
Jono Forgham

jforgham@hotmail.com

With a run of pleasant high temperatures
my daily safaris around our small garden
and Chapel Lane managed to unearth
many new species. Several impressive
bugs have been discovered such as the
Black and yellow Longhorn beetle and
the awkwardly named Grypocoris stysi.
The list of bird species has now passed
50, with several sightings of swifts and
one morning, a raven high overhead and
calling. The longest list, moth species,
is now over 160. This includes one
outstanding specimen. On the 14th May I
was sweep netting along the grass verge
in Chapel Lane and noticed an unusual
moth in the net. I popped it in a pot,
knowing I had not seen it before. A check
in field guides narrowed it down to a few
possibilities, all rare ones. I dropped it
off at a friend’s for his view and we both
reached the same conclusion, a Breckland
plume moth, (Oxyptilus distans) first
record for Hertfordshire. Several days
later I was out again netting and took
a black and gold fly, again potted, left
in the fridge for an hour or so and then
photographed. I couldn’t find it in any of
my reference books so sent the photo to
a well known dipterist (fly expert) who
immediately informed me that it was the
very rare Clytiomya continua. There are 7
previous records of this species in the UK,
all from Herts, so a really good discovery.
Now waiting for the first dragonflies to
be recorded.
Overall, my Lockdown list now contains
418 species of birds, insects, wild
plants, amphibians and spiders. A few
photos here.
https://littlehadhambirding.blogspot.
com/2020/04/garden-list-during-selfisolation.html
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The Hundred Parishes Society
Tricia Moxey

www.hundredparishes.org.uk

Little Hadham Afternoon Teas
Wendy Forgham

wendyforgham@hotmail.com
I’ve lived in joggers,

under the cover of darkness. Maintaining
a wide variety of food plants for their
caterpillars is a good reason for the retention
of un-mown verges, wildflower meadows or
flower-rich gardens.

Recently we have enjoyed above average
hours of sunshine and walking or cycling
along paths, bridleways and less busy roads
has enabled us to admire the abundance of
wild-flowers and their insect visitors on field
margins and wayside verges.

and my hair is a mess.
I haven’t cleaned the oven,
I haven’t mended the fence,

Darker nights also help our own appreciation
of the wonders of the universe. Away
from ‘civilisation’ there are many excellent
locations for star gazing across the Hundred
Parishes where there is little artificial light
after dark. You can check the details for
your own location on the online map of
CPRE’s 2020 star count on www.cpre.org.uk/
starcountresults.

Many of these insects are the familiar
pollinators such as butterflies, hover-flies
and bees. For obvious reasons, observations
of insect / plant interactions after dark are
less well studied, especially pollination
activities. Concerns about the impact of
bright lights on the behaviour of night-flying
moths assumed a greater importance when
a report published in 2017 revealed that
crop yields could be reduced by as much as
13% in well-lit areas as the pollinating moths
became disorientated. Ongoing research is
revealing the importance of various moths in
pollinating flowers, including those of crops
such as soft fruits, peas and beans.

Bright lights can be intrusive and there are
concerns about their impact on human
health and well-being. Local councils can
adopt policies to tackle light pollution and
protect our dark skies. Minimising the use of
bright lights can save money and will enable
moths to keep busy with their valuable
pollination services in unlit areas.

Moths transport pollen on their tongues and
undersides as they flit from flower to flower

I haven’t de-scaled the kettle
or creosoted that bench.
I’ll clear out that cupboard,
when I’m good and ready,
but not whilst there’s,
a decent film on the telly.
When ‘they’ finally announce,
that socialising is allowed,

Well that’s June gone in a flash and another
successful Tea Box Drop.

I promise I’ll have,
a quick tidy round.

Many thanks to the lovely delivery team
and for all the donations collected on the
way. These are greatly appreciated and
will enable me to keep the boxes flowing
next month.

I’ll also wear something,
I’ve not worn before,
and I’ll finally put on my shoes,
and walk out my front door.

Until then I thought you might like to read
our monthly poem from Parkinality Poet
Julie Walker.

Call or Email Tracy on

By The Parkinality Poet aka Julie Walker
27 May 2020 www.parkinality.co.uk

I must confess ...

07521 977997

If you are over 60, possibly vulnerable or
isolated, and would like to receive a small
box of teatime treats then please contact
me with your name, address, phone or email
details, plus how many boxes you require
(no charge, donation only if wished) and I
will get back to you regarding our next box
drop on Monday13th July

A long time in lockdown,
a long time at home.

learnpc@icloud.com

A time when technology,

For ALL your PC / IPAD needs;
Repairs, Upgrades & Training

has come into its own.
I’ve bought loo roll online,

www.learnpc.co.uk

been to a dance class on Zoom,

Very best wishes all.
Wendy

phoned old school friends,
all without leaving the room.

01279 776 112 | 07817 633 713
wendyforgham@hotmail.com

At first I had good intentions,
but I must confess,
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Remembering Albie
Lucy Tweedale

Albie. Always with a beautiful smile and
twinkle in his eye. Muddy knees and
rosy cheeks, hair curling with sweat
from a playtime spent at 100 miles an
hour. In lessons, never sitting fully on
his chair but instead with his feet under
him or bottom in the air racing through
his work, his hand stretched high ready
to answer the next question before it
had even been asked.

Deputy Head
Little Hadham Primary School
including Cricket, Tag Rugby, Hockey,
Cross Country, Tri-golf, Athletics,
Basketball and Tennis to name but a
few! He was certainly a force to be
reckoned with on any pitch. I don’t think
I’ve ever witnessed a pupil thunder
down our field in the sprint race on
Sports Day with more determination
and zeal than Albie.
Teaching Albie was a joy. Being around
Albie was fun. Always with a beautiful
smile and twinkle in his eye. Albie.

Albie was the kind of child that Little
Hadham Primary is all about – full of
personality and bags of character. I
taught Albie for a number of years and
every moment was a true pleasure.
Albie had that amazing ability to make
people smile and laugh out loud. He
was always ready with a perfectly timed
punch line. When Albie set his mind to
something, there was no stopping him.
Albie embraced challenges and joined
in all school activities with a big heart.
Treading the boards in our end of year
plays gave Albie the perfect platform to
entertain. Whether it be as an Oompa
Loompa or as Doctor Watson, Albie
could always light up any room.
Ever popular amongst his peers, Albie
was voted a School Councillor in his
final year at Little Hadham Primary
and wore his badge with pride. He
represented our school with such
positivity and enthusiasm. The younger
members of the school really looked
up to Albie and he had such a gentle,
caring way with them.
Many a time Albie represented our
school at different sporting events
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Talking Bowls...or Something

Jack

www.muchhadhambowlingclub.uk

The longest day has passed and not a
competitive wood bowled! What is more
we should now be celebrating our 100 year
birthday with a range of activities.

maybe before the season ends, get back to
near normal.
This easing could give opportunity for
us to make the Green available to nonmembers who may fancy trying their hand
at the this sport. Give us a call on 842-637
if that interests you and we will do our
best to accommodate. Social distancing
and sanitizing will be in place but that will
not detract from the enjoyment and relief
from isolation.

It was not supposed to be like that. This
was to be the year when each of us would
conquer all, our teams would top the
Leagues, social events would astound
and new members generated from our
recruitment ‘open days’ would abound.
Instead all those grand allusions have been
shattered - no Leagues, no social events, no
celebrations and no ‘open days’.

There have been some benefits from this
lock-down. Our vast network of footpaths
have never been so well worn, our roads
never so under used, no interruption of
conversation from the noise of overhead
aircraft and an air quality and clarity not
known for years. Pity we can’t have all that
and normality.

We are however, able to use the Green in a
limited way which is a blessing after weeks
of lock-down and a number of members
have, whilst practicing social distancing,
enjoyed roll ups’ with one other member in
the first step from lock-down easing. Pairs
have now been added to the list and we will
be holding some low key club competitions
around the time you read this and just

Stay safe and hope to see you at the Green.
Jack

Sierra

HomeCare
Personal • Caring • Responsive

There's no place
like home...

www.eastonlodge.co.uk
We are now expecting
to be open in July and
we are keeping our
fingers crossed for
rain to help bring on
more flowers. The
Gardens will be looking
lovely, but we will
have social distancing
arrangements in place.
For the Open Day
on Sunday 19 July,
there will be our usual
catering fayre but no
special activities. We
cannot put a booking
arrangement in place
to keep visitor numbers
down, so we will be limited by the size of
the car park, with no overflow car park in
operation. There will be no risk of being
turned away if you arrive by bicycle or
on foot.

pond. The lilies are spreading out now and
showing the variety we have, white, yellow
and a range of pinks. The Iavender is
flowering, providing beautiful borders for
the Italian Garden and the walled kitchen
garden and a good larder for our bumble
bees and butterflies. Our honey bees have
also made a really good start to the year
with all that early sunshine and spring
blossom, so we should have lots of honey
available for sale at the Gardens. We are
also continuing to make our vegetables
and fruit available through the Isolated
Shop at Little Easton Manor.

From the beginning of July, for those local
enough to be able to arrive without a car,
we will also be open to visitors on our
Thursday volunteering day. There will be
no catering on Thursdays.
Our Facebook page and website will
have further details on our opening
arrangements for July onwards www.
eastonlodge.co.uk

Companionship
Home Help
Personal Care

…to receive care and support
to live your life, your way

Tel: 01279 501678

www.sierrahomecare.co.uk
CQC Registered
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Jill Goldsmith

Thanks to our volunteers we have many
lovely photos of the Gardens on our
Facebook page www.facebook.com/
thegardensofeastonlodge and our
Instagram account www.instagram.com/
eastonlgardens .

The Gardens have survived remarkably
well, despite the drought conditions
through April, May and June. Our
volunteer gardeners are now back in force
- getting back on top of the weeds and
continuing with additional planting. One
job which took our Trustee, Sue, a whole
day was taking out duck weed from the lily

Best wishes from us all, stay safe & see
you soon.
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Rural Ramblings
Cherry Mardell

I’m back, as you know, keeping
chickens again. What I hadn’t realised
was that nothing, even chicken
rearing, is easy. I started with tenweek-old chicks, who were nervous
and excitable and quite loving. I was,
I suppose, their long lost mother.
They clustered around me and
soon followed me wherever I went –
indoors too if I wasn’t quick enough
to shut the door in time. And then I
bought the second bunch, Round Two
you could say, the more mature birds,
point of lay as they are known. Point of
lay indeed, they arrived in two boxes
and when we open them up there
were the first four or five eggs!

WOOD
BRIQUETTES

Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services

Office: 01279 771462
Mobile: 07990 770883
High burn temperatures,
Safe for wood burners,
Very low ash content,
Clean to handle

• Chimney sweeping
• Stove installation
• Maintenance & repairs
• Pots & cowls fitted
• Certificates issued
• Free estimates

£3 per bag collected from
Furneux Pelham or
£5 per bag free local
delivery (min order
vapplies)

bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk
richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk

For more info please call
01279 777666 or email
janbor@btconnect.com

their water pistols – and currently,
this is having a degree of success. It
requires me to sit in the garden, alert
and not able to sunbathe. You have no
idea how quickly a chicken can move
if a jet of water is coming its way!
Yes, we have had some bad times
– like the two visits from one of the
local foxes... with a death toll of four,
one hooligan and three of the placid
youngsters. It was bad enough that
they were killed, but made even worse
because two of them were killed and
left, totally untouched .
But there is something utterly lovely
about going out in the morning to
open up the hen-house and to be
greeted by a rush of friendly chicks
who seem to have forgiven me
yesterday’s well-aimed water sports!

What I hadn’t anticipated was that
from the moment I let them out by day,
they fell into three groups... the good,
the bad and the ugly! My youngsters
were sweet, obedient and fairly placid.
However the bad and the ugly were
like hooligans, intent on causing
as much havoc as possible. I had
tended the plants in my garden pots
with loving care and gone to great
lengths to acquire (in the lock-down) a
plentiful supply of plants from various
faraway sources. The hooligans had
other ideas. As soon as any flowers
appeared, they consumed them with
relish. I bought ‘ornamental’ metal
surrounds – they scaled them with
ease and attacked the plants as if
newly released from a hunger strike.

all treework
hedges
stump removal
seasoned logs
wood chippings
kindling
free estimates

In a last ditch attempt to stop this I
asked the grandchildren to ‘lend’ me

All prices are inclusive of VAT
charged at 5%
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fully insured
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Puzzles Page

Anne Wright

Hello puzzle lovers! This month we have an Intermediate Suduko for you and an even
more challenging one to try too. Plus our entry level cryptic crossword. My husband
and I are trying to learn how to do cryptic crosswords - it’s one of those skills that we
hope we can gain from lock-down, my attempts to learn sign language, play the piano,
become a yoga guru and keep up with Joe Wicks have kinda fallen by the wayside for
the most part but am hoping I can gain at least one new skill with all this extra time we
have. If you have never tried one before, have a go, it may not be as daunting as you first
thought! If you are enjoying these puzzles or if there is anything else you would like to
see here please do let me know: littlehadhampn@gmail.com

Intermediate Suduko

Challenging Suduko

Across
1 You can listen to this small group before it is
tossed aside (7)
9 Charming little vegetable becomes a
colourful flower (8)
10 This fighter was a feline from the abyss (7)
11 A few words can keep you inside for a
stretch (8)
12 Without hesitation stands last round
regularly before church (2,4)
13 Its important but there is no room for more
explanation (10)
15 You do not need a choir to perform this (4)
16 A special date picked out in unstructured
lettering (9)
21 Sounds like an Otter may stop here. (4)
22 Fortune teller to the Stars? (10)
24 Laid flat by small drink in europe (6)
25 He rakes it in for the bank while sounding a
little hoarse (8)
27 Where a high ranking professional goes on
holiday? (7)
28 This classical event can be observed if
centre of arena is grassed all over (8)
29 Recover by going around another lap (7)

Answers from Last Month:
Crossword: ACROSS: 1. Sovereigns 5.
Scab 9. Arriving 10. Brands 13. Oboes
14. Slacker 17. Bunsen 19. Elegance 20.
Mildew 22. Rhones 24. Tale 25. Maori 26.
Cain 27. Leader 29. Intern 31. Findings 33.
Relets 35. Geezers 36. Sines 38. Pastel 39.
A Visitor 40. Teem 41. Soothsayer DOWN:
1. Sparse 2. Versatile 3. Revoked 4. Gogo
6. Canoe 7. Bass 8. Bronco 11. Absence
12. Deny Sin 15. Element 16. Rewards 17.
Barring 18. Unhinge 20. Malaria 21. Leaflet
23. Earnestly 28. Diesel 30. Tsetses 32.
Usurer 34. Ensue 36. Spat 37. Halo
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Down
2 Capsize while in charge of wheel (8)
3 A list of dates contrived from the french canard
(8)
4 An accurate representation may be called some
altered name (5,5)
5 Quaint little thing after tea (4)
6 A force that caused him to feel fresh weight? (6)
7 A by-product of a turn round that has gone bad
(4-3)
8 Jazz Singer has a light touch on this body part
(7)
11 Magpie intent on inflicting punishment after
early part of scuffle (9)
14 Could this be a road between countries? (10)
17 Sharp knocks start this music flowing freely
before start of odyssey (8)
18 Repainted in lilac colour initially, it is lacking
feeling (8)
19 A sequence of actions that will lead you to find
the scoundrel in this case (7)
20 Bent down when it came to rest but found
nothing inside. (7)
23 Go against short campaign and take a suitable
stance (6)
26 It follows that it will stand out in brighter gold (4)
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photographers to meet, exchange ideas
and share experiences in their mutual
love of photography. We embrace all
photographic genres, always willing
to learn and open to new ideas. We
are an inclusive club that welcomes
photographers of all ages, cultures,
genders and backgrounds. We embrace
all forms of photography both analogue
and digital and welcome the wonders
of our IT age to further leverage our
photographic training, coaching and
sharing of images for the benefit of our
members.

Hello from H2 Photographic Society,
your local photographic club. We have
been meeting in the Much Hadham
Village Hall every Thursday evening
at 7.45pm since last year. However,
during this unusual time whilst in ‘lockdown’ we have lively, stimulating virtual
meetings at our normal time using the
Zoom video platform.
So, why are we called H2? It’s an
historic thing: H2PS is derived from
another club. It has been formed from
members of the (now discontinued)
Harlow Photographic Society that had
met in Harlow for nearly 40 years. When
we decided to move our venue to the
Village Hall, and gained new members
from Much Hadham, we were now the
club for Harlow & the Hadhams, so we
called ourselves H2 - simple as that.
We provide a hub for local

Photography has, and will always
be an art form that uses tools of
science. There are many and varied
ways to approach out photographic
ambitions. However, it is a skill achieved
by developing the eye; practice over
purchase, so as to speak. The club’s
mission is to provide photographic
guidance, stimulation and opportunity.
If you are interested in taking your
photography to the next level, do take a
look at our website: www.h2photo.org.
uk and get in touch.
And if you would like to join us on one
of our virtual meetings, please email
us and we will send you the Zoom link:
mail@h2photo.org.uk
For those who tweet, our Twitter feed is:
@H2Photo or look us up on Facebook.
With best wishes
Paul Major
H2PS

Calling all Photography Enthusiasts!
We need you! We need a bank of photos taken around Little Hadham that we can use
for the front cover of the Parish News. Ideally seasonal and with enough uncluttered
space in a corner to put our magazine title against. See your work in print! Please email
hi-resolution jpgs to: littlehadhampn@gmail.com.

