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HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Best wishes to everyone in 
the village for a wonderful & 
peaceful 2020.

Coming to a Village Hall 
near you: it’s the Little 
Hadham Pantomime. 
This year: Beauty & the Beast, oh 
yes it is, see inside for details.
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Have a Hadham.
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Rector of the Parish:
Revd. Steve Bate
01279 842 609
muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com

Churchwarden:
Karin Green
01279 771 532
gouldburn.green@outlook.com

Editor:
Anne Wright
littlehadhampn@gmail.com

Editorial Deadline:

All articles for inclusion, sponsorship 
and copy and payment for advertising 
in the next issue must be received by 
the15th of the month. 

(BACS preferred, email the editor for details.)

View the Parish News Online including 
back issues: www.littlehadham.com

Prayer Chain:

Within our congregations we have a 
network of people who will receive 
prayer requests. Whatever the problem, 
worry, anxiety or personal need, when 
received, will be forwarded to the 
people on the chain who will pray 
immediately for each request for a 
period of time. All requests will be 
confidential.

Please ring anytime:  
Janet: 842 671 or Karin: 771 532

Letter from the Rectory
Revd. Steve Bate

Happy new year! Whether you’re reading 
this issue before the new year or it’s 
already 2020, may I wish you a very happy 
new year.

I once worked for an organisation that 
had a ‘2020 vision’ – an aim for the kind 
of organisation it intended to be by 2020. 
It was borrowed from the term ‘20/20 
vision’ – the ability to see perfectly, 
without needing to wear glasses or 
contact lenses. Many readers will know 
that I certainly don’t have 20/20 vision and 
I’m thankful for the invention of glasses 
to help me see better. Without them, I’d 
never manage to drive and negotiate the 
Hertfordshire country lanes around our 
villages and hamlets. Whether we need 
glasses or contact lenses or not, the one 
thing we all need in order to see is light.

Jesus once said “I am the light of the 
world,” and in December our churches 
held Christingle services that remind 
us of this saying of Jesus.  The word 
‘Christingle’ means ‘Christ light’ and 
a Christingle is made using an orange 
which represents the world. It has a red 
ribbon around it. It’s is a reminder of the 
love of God that’s wrapped around the 
world; a love shown most clearly in Jesus, 
who gave his life for us. There are four 
cocktail sticks with sweets and dried 
fruit that remind us of God’s creation: the 
fruits of the earth and the four seasons. 
Finally, there’s the candle on top of the 
orange, reminding us that Jesus said “I 
am the light of the world.” The lit candle 
symbolises the light of Christ. 

“I am the light of the 
world,” said Jesus, 
and he went on to 
say “Whoever follows 
me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life”.  
Sometimes, we can feel like we don’t 
know where we’re going, as if life isn’t 
going in any particular direction, as if 
we don’t have that 20/20 vision. But the 
coming of Jesus into the world assures us 
of God’s love for us and his good purposes 
for us. He can light up our way through 
life, giving us a real sense of direction. 
Furthermore, we can know that God is 
with us. We can know that whatever the 
future holds, we can trust it to God – he is 
the one who holds the future.

May I encourage you to allow the light of 
Jesus Christ to shine on you throughout 
the year and light up your way through 
2020. Back in 1939, King George VI 
quoted from a poem called ‘The Gate of 
the Year’ by Minnie Haskins: 

And I said to the man who stood at the 
gate of the year: “Give me a light that I may 
tread safely into the unknown.” 

And he replied: “Go out into the darkness 
and put your hand into the Hand of God.

That shall be to you better than light and 
safer than a known way.”

May God bless you in the new year 
and beyond.

Little Hadham Parish News
January 2020



4 5

 
 
 
 

 

Adult Ballet Barre  

EVERY FRIDAY FROM 4PM  

LITTLE HADHAM VILLAGE HALL 

CALL NOW ON  

07538262835 

 

 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk

Letter from the Editor
Anne Wright

First of all I’d like to say a huge thank 
you to everyone who has taken the 
time to come and tell me how much 
you like the new look Parish News, 
either in person or via e-mail. 

We have had an overwhelmingly 
positive response saying that it looks 
nicer and is much easier to read, so 
thank you very much for your lovely 
and encouraging comments. 

I realise that I got the church services 
wrong on the back page, huge 
apologies for that, and I hope that 
everyone was able to find out what 
services were on at the Church 
over the festive season. The correct 
services for December escaped into 
my junk mail folder and I only got the 
ones for January. I shall be keeping 
a keener eye on my junk mail folder 
from now on. I must admit I have 
never peeked in there before, it is 
quite another world! 

Please be aware if you send content 
or enquiries to me via the email 
address above, that I do respond 
to everything I get. It is of course 
Editor’s discretion whether or not 
an item goes in, depending on many 
factors, such as relevance, how much 
space we have in the magazine that 
month, and we won’t print anything 
that is political, libelous, untrue or 
anonymous. But I will always respond, 
maybe not straight away but certainly 
by the print deadline of the 15th 
of the month. So if you have sent 

me a message and not heard from 
me, do check that I have got it, as I 
would hate to miss something out 
that you thought I had but that I did 
not receive. 

Which brings me to the next big news: 
the print deadline is changing! The 
new deadline for copy and payment 
for advertising must reach me by the 
15th of the month now, not the 18th. 
I cannot guarantee you a space if I 
receive anything after this date.

This is because the lovely people who 
print our magazine are making some 
changes to deadlines due to ill health, 
but it also gives me a little more 
flexibility too, to fit things in around 
my day job, or holidays. I hope this will 
not cause problems for anyone, do 
drop me a note if you are going to find 
this an issue.

I hope you like the photo on the 
cover this month, it was taken by my 
daughter Eloise (age 14) last week. 
She loves photography and it made 
me think that I’d like to start up a 
photography challenge for everyone 
in the Village to be able to submit a 
photo to me for consideration for the 
cover. (More about this on page 8.)

Finally I’d just like to ask you please 
bear with me over the coming 
few months if I accidentally miss 
something out that ought to be here 
in the magazine, whilst I find my feet 
as Editor. Jan has some pretty big 
shoes to fill! 

littlehadhampn@gmail.com



+44  (0)  7725415826 info@supalawns.com supalawns.com

Locally  based  lawn  care  
services  and  bespoke  
treatment  programmes

Top  Dressing

Weed  &  Moss  Control

Disease  Diagnosis

Specialists  in:

Lawn  Pests

Moles

Rats  &  Mice

Bees  &  Wasps
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January might be the middle of winter but as the days lengthen the garden 
starts to grow. Now is a great time to make plans for the coming gardening year 
and to order seeds and plants. Enjoy the fresh air, on dry sunny days and check 
your winter protection, stakes, ties and supports are still working after any 
severe weather. Also put out food and water for hungry birds. 

This month we are meeting on Tuesday 21st January at 1.00pm and the 
subject is ‘Going green at Chelsea’. 

Prior to the meeting, we are organising the usual Ploughmans Lunch 
at 12.00 noon in the Village Hall. 

Please phone Karin on 771 532 to book your place and choose either pate 
or cheese.

Gardening Questions & Answers
In future issues of the Parish News, we will be answering your gardening 
questions and trialling a little gardening Q&A section. (Gardener’s World eat 
your heart out!) So if you have any questions about your garden or plants 
please send them to the editor at: littlehadhampn@gmail.com with the title: 
‘Gardening Question’ and she will forward them to me to answer in the next 
issue. (Don’t worry if your question needs a speedier reply we can email you 
direct too!)

Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
Anne Willett

38 High Street • Buntingford • Herts • SG9 9AQ  
T: 01763 271122   www.touchofglamour.co.uk

BEAUTY SALON

£5 off 
with this 

advert
A WIDE RANGE OF TREATMENTS
FOR BOTH MEN & WOMEN

Elemis, Murad, CACI Synergy & Ultimate, 
O.P.I, BareMinerals, Shellac & LVL

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



1-1 PERSONAL TRAINING

SMALL GROUP TRAINING

CIRCUITS & BOXING CLASSES

BOOTCAMP

WWW.CLAUDIAAUDLEY.CO.UK/PT

BASED IN FURNEUX PELHAM, HERTS
07796 531 071

 

Will Writing

Lasting Power of Attorney

Inheritance Tax and
Care Home Fee Planning

Advance Directives (Living Wills)

Funeral Plans

Advice & assistance with Probate

We are based in Braughing and offer free initial 
consultations in the comfort of your own home.

www.nwpsltd.co.uk

Tel: 01920 823096 
Email: info@nwpsltd.co.uk
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Please note: 

Our submission deadline 
for copy & advertising is 
changing from the 18th 
of the month to the 15th. 
Any copy or advertising 

submissions or payments 
received after the 15th may 
not go into the magazine.

Photography Challenge
Anne Wright

As I mentioned in my letter on 
page 4, I would like to begin a little 
Photography Challenge for all those 
keen photographers out there in 
the village. 

Each month, I challenge you to keep 
your eyes open for interesting, iconic 
or beautiful seasonal photos from 
around the Village. Send me your 
favourite photos and I will choose one 
to go on the cover. 

Top tip: I will need an area of the 
photo to be fairly plain either dark 
colours or light colours so that I can 
put the text over the top that needs 
to go on the cover. Any photos that 
are too busy or detailed all over won’t 

work for the cover no matter how 
beautiful sadly. 

Also on certain month’s we will 
have a theme such as Mothering 
Sunday or Remembrance Sunday or 
gardening I will flag this up on the 
relevant months in the previous issue. 

Of course the photos will need to 
be taken and sent to me in as high 
a quality as you can so that they 
print nicely.

I know that we have some very 
talented photographers in the Village 
and I can’t wait to see what you come 
up with. 



 

 
 
    

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thinking of selling or renting 
your home? We’re here to help! 
 
FC Property Services 

Energy Performance 
Certificates 
Inventories 
Floor Plans 

 
Call Brendan on 
07912 347957 or 01279 776021  
 
Email 
brendanoconnor56@me.com 
 

 

MICK’S CARPENTRY 
& PLASTERING 

SERVICES
Clean & Reliable

All Plastering, Artexing, 
Coving & Rendering 

undertaken.  Also Doors, 
Locks, Laminate Flooring, 
Repairs & Refurbishments, 

Fencing & Decking.
Tel: 01279 758708

Mob: 07811 141275

Mick Foskett
5 Farm Place, Bury Green
12 ads £100  
Nov09 - Oct 12
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December is always a very busy month 
at the hall and this year has been no 
exception.  We had our AGM at the 
beginning of the month and I am 
delighted to say that we have a new 
Treasurer, Andrea De Bohun. co-opted 
on to our Committee.  I would like to 
take this opportunity to say thank you 
to retiring Treasurer Allan Soraff  for all 
his hard work over the past few years 
and wish him and his wife all the very 
best in their new home away from 
Little Hadham.  

We are still looking for a Vice Chair to 
come and join us at this very exciting 
time for our Management Committee.  
Our planning application should be 
determined at the beginning of January. 
If successful, we can start planning the 
first stages of our refurbishment project 
soon in the New Year. We do need to set 
up a separate sub-committee to help 
us raise funds for this massive project 
so if anyone would like to get involved I 
would be happy to hear from you.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
say thank you to Connect Scaffolding 
who have again generously donated 
£810 from their Christmas raffle. This 
will go towards the refurbishment project.

At the end of November Carers in Herts 
held a workshop in the hall which I 
attended.  I found this to be extremely 
useful and it was lovely getting to know 
so many lovely carers who work so hard 
to keep their loved ones supported in 
their own homes. We forget that carers 
need support too as it can be a lonely 
existence when you are caring 24/7.  

Jan Williamson
Little Hadham Village Hall News

Our open kitchen coffee morning was 
a great success in December with 
some new faces joining us for a friendly 
natter.  We were joined by The Citizens 
Advice Bureau who took time to talk to 
each table about a range of community 
matters.  I look forward to seeing 
hopefully some more new faces on 
Wednesday January 8th, at our new time 
of 10am-12 noon.

On February 20th at 7pm there will be a 
Healthy Eating Cookery Demonstration 
by Mihaly Saary from the Much Hadham 
Health Centre Patient Participation 
Group.  We are limited to 30 places so if 
you are interested please book your seat 
through Jan Williamson 01279 771272 
or chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk 
This will be on a first come basis.

It is Village Hall week from 20th – 26th 
January so please help us to celebrate 
your village hall by coming along to any 
activities that have been advertised for 
that week.

Next Year will be Hertfordshire Year 
of Culture 2020 which we will help to 
celebrate by arranging some events in 
the village hall.  This can tie in nicely 
with our fund raising activities but 
will also enhance our cultural side of 
language, music, food, literature, poetry 
and customs.  If you consider yourself to 
be a culture buff then why don’t you join 
me in forming a sub-committee to help 
put ideas into practice and bring some 
culture to Little Hadham.   

Happy New Year.
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in Little Hadham Village Hall unless otherwise stated
What’s On in January NOTICEBOARD

It’s that time again! Oh yes, it is, and 
we are looking forward to seeing our 
patrons, friends and neighbours at 
our latest production of Beauty and 
the Beast with all your favourites: The 
Beast (and what a beast he is); Belle 
(sweet and lovely); the Dame (yes, it’s 
him again); the usual fools, baddies 
and goodies.  

Jenny Myhill’s lovely dancers are back, 
so with two doctors in the house, 
lights, music, slapstick and truly awful 
jokes we are offering a good night out.  

Fish or Chicken and chips are on offer:

Seats are selling out BOOK NOW!! 
17-19 & 23-25 January 2020.

On either ticketsource.co.uk or leave a 
message on 07598 159485.

Friday 3rd   Yoga and Meditation with Ian 10.30-11.45am

Tuesday 7th   A120 Public bypass surgery 5.30-7.30pm

Wednesday 8th  Open kitchen coffee morning 10 – 12 noon

Wednesday 8th  Fitsteps 7-8pm

Friday 10th  Yoga and Meditation 10.30-11.45am

Tuesday 14th   Art from the start 2-4pm

Wednesday 15th Fitsteps 7-8pm

Thursday 16th  Third Thursday Lunch 12.30

Friday 17th  Yoga and meditation 10.30-11.45am

Friday 17th   Pantomime: Beauty & The Beast 7.30pm

Saturday 18th   Pantomime: Beauty & The Beast 2pm & 7.30pm

Sunday 19th   Pantomime: Beauty & The Beast 3pm

Tuesday 21st  Garden Club Lunch / Meeting 12pm / 1pm

Tuesday 21st  Judo 7.15-8.45pm

Thursday 23rd  Pantomime: Beauty & The Beast 7.30pm

Friday 24th  Yoga and Meditation 10.30-11.45am

Friday 24th  Pantomime: Beauty & The Beast 7.30pm (SOLD OUT)

Saturday 25th  Little Hadham Farmers’ Market 8.30 - 11.30am

Saturday 25th  Pantomime: Beauty & The Beast 7.30pm (SOLD OUT)

Tuesday 28th  Art from the Start 2-4pm

Tuesday 28th  Judo 7.15-8.45pm

Wednesday 29th Fitsteps 7-8pm

Thursday 30th   Whist Drive 7.30pm

Friday 31st  Yoga and Meditation 10.30-11.45am

Friday 31st   Adult Barre Ballet 6-6.45pm

Brenda and Brian Kain wish all their friends and neighbours a belated happy Christmas and a healthy and peaceful New Year

Please come and join us,in the 
Village Hall, on Thursday 16th 
January from 12.30 for the Third 
Thursday Lunch (or TTL for 
short). Lovely company, good 
soup, tea and coffee and the all 
important chocolate biscuits. No 
need to book, just come along 
and no fee, just donations.

17th (7.30pm) 18th (2pm & 7.30pm) 
19th (3pm) & 23-25th (7.30pm)
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A splendid gathering in the wood on 
Sunday 15th of in excess of 80 people. 
The Brass band from Sheering played 
the tunes from one of our 2 new 
gazebos whilst we all sang along from 
word sheets kindly loaned from St 
Cecilia’s church.

Children ran around collecting 
chocolate decorations tied to 
trees whilst adults enjoyed mulled 
wine and mince pies. At the end, 
marshmallows were toasted on 
the embers of the bonfire.

Beforehand, Wendy, Natasha and the 
Rees family had helped adorn the trees 
with flashing lights and Christmas tree 
baubles, a huge thank you to all who 
helped, along with Karin and Frank who 
helped with the refreshments. A most 
festive and enjoyable occasion that 
is planned to be an annual event, this 
being the 3rd year it has taken place.

The event was free, with donations 
requested to cover costs. Thanks to 
the generosity of those that attended, 
we managed this, plus made a £50 
donation to the Salvation Army which 
was requested by the band as they 

Millennium Wood Christmas Carols
Jono & Wendy Forgham

played for free and left £40 to add to the 
Wood bank account.

As mentioned, the Friends of 
Millennium Wood purchased 2 new 
gazebos for future events in the wood. 
However, these 3m x 3m tents (one 
with sides, the other not) will spend 
much time in my shed. Consequently, 
if anyone would like to borrow them for 
a garden party or barbeque then I will 
happily deliver them free of charge and 
just request a donation to Millennium 
Wood funds as well as a cash deposit to 
cover any accidental damage.

Also, we have a chainsaw and I would 
be happy to help if anyone requires 
small scale tree chopping, again for a 
donation to the wood. Please contact 
me at jforgham@hotmail.com if you 
would like to book a date for either.

Finally, Friends of Millennium Wood is 
funded purely by donations and one way 
we make a regular income is through 
the East Herts ottery. To purchase a 
ticket for £1.00 please google East 
Herts Lottery and search for Friends 
of Millennium Wood. For each ticket 
purchased, our account receives 50p. 
Presently, we receive £494 per annum 
from this important donation. Future 
expenditure on picnic benches and 
signage is planned so please do try to 
support this local cause. 

Also, thanks to Di and Lyndon for 
donating such a generous amount of 
mince pies and chocolates.

Thank you.



     
Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

SierraHomeCare
Personal • Caring • Responsive

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

There's no place 
like home...

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

…to receive care and support 
to live your life, your way

Companionship
Home Help
Personal Care

 
  

 

Choose from a selection  
of over 60 cars from  
£5,000 to £50,000 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     01279 652656   
     Bishops Stortford 

     CM23 5PS 
 

Counselling/Psychotherapy

AA  cchhaannccee  ttoo  ggrrooww,,  oonn  yyoouurr  
tteerrmmss..

07720773346 / 01279 771536
j.anthony.w76@gmail.com
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Wendy Forgham
Little Hadham Afternoon Teas

Hello cake lovers.

We hope that Christmas saw you in 
good cheer and would like to wish you 
all a very happy, healthy New Year.

It was lovely to see everyone enjoying 
our festive December tea and  we 
were so fortunate to have a host of 
amazing volunteers to keep the food 
topped up and the mulled wine and 
tea flowing.

Along with the sandwiches, pastries 
and Christmas fayre, was a beautiful 
holly wreath cake made and donated 
by young Carys Rees which not only 
tasted delicious but looked amazing 
too. Thank you Carys. 

Thank you also to all our guests and 
volunteers who turn out on these 
cold winter afternoons and make our 
Afternoon Teas such a pleasurable 
monthly event.

To everyone who has kindly donated 
any unwanted teapots, cups, plates 
and saucers; these donations are very 
much appreciated and enable us to 
cater for our ever increasing numbers!

There will be no Afternoon Tea on 
the 2nd January (I am sure you will all 
be full to the brim with festive cake 
etc.) but we would love to see you on 
Thursday 6th February, as we near 
our 1st year Anniversary! 

If you do have difficulty getting to us 
and require transportation, please 
contact me via details given below.

07817633713 
wendyforgham@hotmail.com 

Happy 2020 to you all.

Wendy
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Happy new year from the Gardens!

January can be grim can’t it? So, like 
you, we are focusing on the nice 
things to come in the year ahead of us 
– starting with snowdrops (of course!).

The snowdrops continue to spread 
through the Gardens: in the Bosquet 
there are patches of aconites as well 
as the swathes of snowdrops among 
the trees; and towards the treehouse, 
along the Glade and in the kitchen 
garden they are colonising the grassy 
areas too. Our snowdrop Open Days 
are on 16 and 23 February, gates open 
11.30, with last entry at 3.00 pm. We 

Jill Goldsmith
The Gardens of Easton Lodge

can also arrange other dates for group 
visits of 10 or more people. 

We have been busily planting and 
planning for more colour in the 
Gardens through the year and are 
also working on exciting additional 
activities for the full season Open 
Days. Why not follow our progress on 
Facebook or our blog? Or arrange for 
a speaker to come to your community 
to share the Gardens’ story?     

For more information see the What’s 
On; Group visits; or Talks pages on 
www.eastonlodge.co.uk and to book, 
call us on 01371 876979.

NEW RESEARCH SHOWS NO SAFE 
LIMIT FOR AIR POLLUTION

New research published in the British 
Medical Journal on 30 November has 
shown that airborne emissions of fine 
carbon particles – known as PM2.5 – can 
have serious health impacts even when 
the level of concentration is below the 
World Health Organisation’s guideline 
limits for air pollution.

PM2.5 emanates especially from fuel 
combustion and transport sources and is 
one of the major issues associated with 
airport expansion, not only because of 
the additional air pollution caused by the 
increased number of flights but also from 
the additional road traffic generated by the 
increase in passenger numbers travelling 
to and from the airport.  

The results of the research confirm 
previously established associations 
between PM2.5 and respiratory and 
cardiovascular diseases, as well as 
Parkinson’s and diabetes. [Note 2]  In 
addition, the study found evidence of 
health impacts not previously associated 
with PM2.5 including septicaemia, fluid 
and electrolyte disorders, skin infections 
and infections of the urinary tract. 

Stansted Airport is already a major source 
of PM2.5 air pollution and, in connection 
with its current planning application to 
increase its permitted throughput from 
35 to 43 million passengers per annum 
(mppa), the airport was required to provide 
a report on the projected PM2.5 pollution 
levels.  In summary this report showed as : 

SSE health adviser, Professor Jangu 
Banatvala, commented: “Stansted 
Airport’s own figures show that if its 
current planning application were to 
be approved, the airport would be 
responsible for putting an annual total 
of 13.6 tonnes of PM2.5 into the air 
that we all, as local residents, have to 
breathe.  That’s 25% more than today, 
which is wholly unacceptable when this 
new research removes all doubt as to the 
connection between airborne pollution 
from fine carbon particles and severe 
health impacts upon the local population.”   

Professor Jangu Banatvala concluded:  
“The paramount duty of Uttlesford District 
Council is to do all that it can to safeguard 
the health of its local residents.  In view of 
this new research it is inconceivable that 
our local council could permit any further 
airport expansion until such time as this 
can be achieved without increasing the 
risks to the health of the local population.”

Stop Stansted Expansion
info@stopstanstedexpansion.com
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The Hundred Parishes Society
Tricia Moxey

The logo of the Hundred Parishes 
Society includes birds and trees 
surrounding a church spire. This 
tranquil scene, a wood engraving by 
Eric Ravilious, captures the sights and 
sounds of the countryside, hinting at 
church bells, wind in the treetops and 
bird song. 

During a wintry walk as you scan 
the horizon you may spy a variety of 
birds. Mixed flocks of noisy corvids, 
especially rooks and jackdaws, deftly 
execute their aerial acrobatics in 
blustery conditions. The larger ravens 
are increasing in number and you may 
hear their gurgling croaks which carry 
far on the wind.  

Mature circle-soaring buzzards are 
patrolling their territories.  Hovering 
kestrels are searching for food. You 
may also see a red kite with a forked 
tail and wingspan of nearly 6 feet 
(1.8 metres).   

As a tractor cuts furrows in the damp 
ground, the corvids are frequently 
joined by noisy groups of gulls eager 

to feast on worms and other soil 
invertebrates. Farmers do what they 
can to discourage unwelcome flocks 
of vegetarian woodpigeons as they 
attack their precious crops. 

Mixed parties of tits keep in touch as 
they flit among branches searching 
for insect food.  Robins sing and 
a mistle thrush may proclaim his 
presence from a lofty perch. In a 
sunny sheltered spot, starlings 
whistle merrily.

As you walk, a snap of a twig or the 
squelch of your boot in the wet mud 
reveals your presence and a startled 
pheasant or blackbird may sound an 
urgent alarm call.

All too often, the background noise 
of vehicles, sirens and aircraft can 
intrude, but it is still possible to find 
locations where the natural sounds 
take centre stage. I encourage 
you to experience the sights and 
sounds of the countryside. www.
hundredparishes.org.uk offers a 
choice of winter walks.

www.hundredparishes.org.uk

Saffron Walden – Bridge End Gardens

Quendon – Hanging Hill

MatchingAlbury



all treework

hedges

stump removal

seasoned logs

wood chippings

kindling

free estimates

fully insured

 

WWOOOODD  
BBRRIIQQUUEETTTTEESS  

            
HHiigghh  bbuurrnn  tteemmppeerraattuurreess,,  
SSaaffee  ffoorr  wwoooodd  bbuurrnneerrss,,  
VVeerryy  llooww  aasshh  ccoonntteenntt,,  

CClleeaann  ttoo  hhaannddllee  
  
££33  ppeerr  bbaagg  ccoolllleecctteedd  ffrroomm  

FFuurrnneeuuxx  PPeellhhaamm  oorr    
££55  ppeerr  bbaagg  ffrreeee  llooccaall  
ddeell iivveerryy  ((mmiinn  oorrddeerr  

vvaapppplliieess))    
  

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoo  pplleeaassee  ccaall ll    
0011227799  777777666666  oorr  eemmaaiill  
jjaannbboorr@@bbttccoonnnneecctt..ccoomm    

  
AAllll  pprriicceess  aarree  iinncclluussiivvee  ooff  VVAATT  

cchhaarrggeedd  aatt  55%%  
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Excellent opportunities for pupils 
aged 3-11 years

Care provision from 
7.45am to 6.30pm.

Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

for more details
A ‘Good’ schoolthat nurtures a love 

for learning  OFSTED 2018
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk
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Rural Ramblings
Cherry Mardell

Sitting waiting to have my hair 
cut, I browsed through a recent 
Cosmopolitan magazine. There 
were seven full pages showing the 
magazine’s health and beauty awards 
for the year. This featured 96 products 
– yes, I was bored - covering hair, skin 
products, make up etc. I am ashamed 
to say I use just one of all those 
products, and hadn’t even heard of 
about half of them! This makes me 
either totally out of touch.... or more 
savvy than I originally thought I was!  
I am pleased to say that I have never 
succumbed to paying vast amounts 
for some face cream or unbelievable 
dosh for a body smoother, and 
although the old face is showing signs 
of wear and tear, it’s not doing too 
badly for an established OAP!  I can’t 
imagine any decent fellow reading 
the equivalent volume of information 
on men’s toiletries. Most have long 
passed the Christmas Old Spice era, 
but no way can I see them wading 
through seven pages of small print to 
find their ultimate body-beautiful!

It happened slowly, and perhaps that 
was the reason I didn’t notice it till it 
was too late. I was, I suppose, falling 
gently in love. Indeed I have only just 
admitted it following our enforced 
separation. Life was boring, time hung 
heavily and I couldn’t think how to fill 
my days. I had given up my business 
due to ill health and had only just 
come to terms with that. And then this 
new love happened. I became a mine 
of information. I couldn’t wait to start 
the day, learn more things,, explore 
new horizons. We were inseparable. 
My husband will vouch for that!

It’s better now, I can live happily again 
locked away on my own in splendid 
isolation. At long last the computer 
is mended!

Happy New Year, we have two short thoughts from our Rural Rambler for 
you this month:

r
Please don’t forget 
that our submission 

deadline for copy 
& advertising is 

changing from the 
18th of the month to 

the 15th.



2nd Sunday 
of Christmas 

5th 
January

Baptism of 
Christ

12th 
January

2nd Sunday 
of Epiphany

19th 
January

3rd Sunday 
of Epiphany

26th 
January

St 
Andrew’s

Much 
Hadham

9.15am

Family 
Communion

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

St 
Cecilia’s 

Little 
Hadham

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

11.15am

Worship 4 All

St Mary’s 
Albury

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

Services 
at other 

Churches

5.45pm 
Refresh at 
St. Mary’s 
Braughing

Parish Services January 2020 
Benefice of: Little Hadham | Much Hadham | Albury

Wednesday 22nd January  10am Holy Communion from the Book of Common  
     Prayer at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

Saturday 25th January   4.30pm  Messy Church, St Andrew’s School Hall

You will find a warm welcome at all our Churches and after all the Christmas 
festivities we hope you will join us in giving thanks for the past year and pray for a 

peaceful year to come.

happy new year 

Other Dates:


