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Letter from the Rectory		

Revd. Steve Bate

If you alight on our web site you’ll get an immediate idea of what we’re about here
in Little Hadham and our wider benefice: Living God’s love in Albury, Little Hadham
and Much Hadham. Living God’s love is the vision statement that we share with the
other churches across our Diocese of St Albans. As a church we’re called to be people
who live God’s love. We live God’s love by receiving God’s love and we live God’s love
by sharing God’s love with others. Our church is here to fulfil that vision of living God’s
love by seeing flourishing, Christ-centred church communities, inspiring people of all
ages and backgrounds to discover the God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and to grow in their
relationship with him and respond to his transforming love through serving others.
Earlier this year, our church updated its Mission Action Plan. A Mission Action Plan identifies the
specific areas that we are being called to focus upon at this time. After a period of prayerful
discernment our priorities became clearer. We went on to identify some specific things we need to
do in order to address these priorities – these are our goals.
Here are the two top priorities for the next few years:
“To broaden the demographic within the church to match more closely that of the community.”
and
“To reach out to young families, re-establishing ministry among children and families.”
To do something about these priorities we have three specific goals:
•
Hold a Thank You Service for all the many people in the village who support our church’s
ministry
•
Establish new connections with children and their families through the Village Hall open
evening to build up an email list of those interested in a new regular church event for them in the
Village Hall
•
Continue to hold our Teddy Bears’ Parachute Jump every two years and plan other special
events in church, e.g. a pet service.
These are the most high-profile among the many and varied ways we’re living God’s love and we’re
well along the way with these goals. We held our first Thank You Service this year, during which we
expressed our gratitude to all who contribute to the life of our church in any way. As this event was
much appreciated by those who were invited, we’re looking forward to holding a further Thank
You Service in 2020. At the Village Hall open evening, we were able to inform people about our
regular Third Thursday Lunches that are held in the hall, together with a slideshow of the kind of
engaging activities with a Christian flavour we’re able to provide for children. We started a Children
and Families email list on that evening and the list continues to grow. If you’d like to know more
about joining the list and receiving mailings from St Cecilia’s, give us a call on 842609 or email
muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com. We already have plans afoot for a special short all-age service in
the Village Hall for Mothering Sunday 2020. Sadly, we were unable to take our teddies up the tower
for the parachute jump this year but everyone very much enjoyed the picnic and games. The Teddy
Bears’ Picnic and Games will be back again but before that, in 2020, look out for the Pet Service.
Every blessing,
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Little	
  Hadham	
  Parish	
  Council:	
  
Dates	
  for	
  your	
  diary:	
  
Parish	
  Council	
  Meetings	
  

-‐
-‐
-‐
-‐
-‐
	
  

Tuesday	
  1 st 	
  October	
  
Tuesday	
  5 th 	
  November	
  
Tuesday	
  3rd	
  December	
  
Tuesday	
  4 th 	
  February	
  	
  	
  
Tuesday	
  3 rd 	
  March	
  

Parish	
  Councillors	
  –	
  welcome	
  to	
  our	
  new	
  Councillor	
  –	
  Carolyn	
  Westlake	
  

As	
   the	
   newest	
   addition	
   to	
   the	
   Parish	
   Council	
   I	
   have	
   been	
   asked	
   to	
  
introduce	
   myself	
   so	
   here	
   goes!	
   	
   I	
   am	
   new	
   to	
   	
   Little	
   Hadham	
   (I	
   moved	
  
in	
   last	
   November)	
   but	
   was	
   brought	
   up	
   in	
   High	
   Cross	
   and	
   brought	
   my	
  
children	
   up	
   in	
   Little	
   Hormead.	
   I	
   have	
   also	
   lived	
   in	
   Standon	
   and	
   Much	
  
Hadham	
  so	
  I	
  am	
  familiar	
  with	
  the	
  area.	
  I	
  have	
  5	
  granddaughters,	
  the	
  
youngest	
   being	
   a	
   month	
   old	
   and	
   I	
   love	
   being	
   a	
   granny!	
   	
   I	
   have	
   my	
  
own	
  small	
  business	
  supporting	
  elderly	
  and	
  disabled	
  people	
  at	
  home	
  
or	
  in	
  the	
  community.	
  I	
  have	
  4	
  people	
  who	
  work	
  for	
  me	
  and	
  we	
  base	
  ourselves	
  mainly	
  in	
  Ware	
  and	
  
Hertford.	
   I	
   was	
   excited	
   to	
   see	
   so	
   much	
   going	
   on	
   in	
   the	
   village	
   when	
   I	
   moved	
   in!	
   A	
   pub	
   that	
   serves	
  	
  
great	
  food,	
  a	
  farmers	
  market	
  (yes,	
  I	
  am	
  a	
  bit	
  of	
  a	
  foodie)	
  and	
  loads	
  of	
  groups	
  and	
  clubs	
  based	
  at	
  
the	
  village	
  hall	
  although	
  I	
  did	
  spend	
  time	
  driving	
  up	
  and	
  down	
  looking	
  for	
  a	
  shop	
  called	
  Hadham	
  
Stores!	
  I’m	
  looking	
  forward	
  to	
  meeting	
  people	
  and	
  doing	
  my	
  bit	
  to	
  make	
  the	
  village	
  even	
  better.	
  So	
  
see	
  you	
  soon!	
  
Which	
  now	
  leaves	
  us	
  with	
  only	
  one	
  vacancy	
  at	
  Parish	
  level	
  for	
  new	
  councillors	
  to	
  join	
  the	
  Parish	
  
Council.	
   	
   If	
   you	
   are	
   interested	
   in	
   hearing	
   more,	
   please	
   contact	
   the	
   Clerk	
   at	
  
clerklittlehadham@gmail.com	
  or	
  01920	
  870809.	
  

Talking	
  /	
  contacting	
  the	
  Parish	
  Council	
  	
  
-‐
-‐
-‐
-‐

Parish	
  council	
  Meetings	
  -‐	
  the	
  first	
  Tuesday	
  of	
  the	
  month	
  at	
  8pm	
  in	
  the	
  village	
  hall.	
  	
  	
  
The	
  Chair	
  can	
  be	
  contacted	
  at	
  chairlittlehadham@gmail.com	
  	
  

The	
  Clerk	
  at	
  clerklittlehadham@gmail.com	
  or	
  01920	
  870809	
  
Parish	
   Council	
   Surgeries	
   –	
   a	
   chance	
   to	
   talk	
   to	
   a	
   Parish	
   Councillor	
   informally	
   at	
   the	
  
monthly,	
  Wednesday	
  coffee	
  morning	
  from	
  9.30-‐11.30	
  
The	
   Parish	
   Council	
   have	
   had	
   the	
   hedges	
   cut	
   back	
   from	
   the	
   memorial	
   to	
   the	
   village	
  
gateway.	
   	
   This	
   left	
   the	
   footpath	
   in	
   a	
   very	
   overgrown	
   state	
   –	
   dating	
   back	
   some	
   years.	
   	
   Two	
  
members	
  of	
  the	
  Parish	
  Council	
  have	
  spent	
  time	
  clearing	
  this	
  back	
  making	
  it	
  suitable	
  again	
  to	
  be	
  
used	
  as	
  a	
  footpath.	
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Bypass/flooding Alleviation Scheme
why we all need to support each other
I am a volunteer for the ‘Drive Safe Scheme’. Recently, a motorist stopped on her way home
along the Albury Road, and complained that the road leading to Upwick Green was soon to
be closed for several weeks due to the bypass construction, causing her a long diversion to
reach the A120. I pointed out that this scheme will save lots of houses from being flooded
in the future. Her response was that it has nothing to do with her, and why should she be
inconvenienced.
A similar comment was expressed from a member of the audience at the Parish Assembly in
May. One person complained about the inconvenience being caused with the queues at the
traffic lights on the A120/C15 road junction, during the construction preparation. As I listened,
I felt even more sympathy for residents whose homes and gardens, including ours, as well as
the Nag’sHead, were flooded in February 2014. Two houses along the A120 had to undergo
repairs over a number of months. If any of those residents were present, what must they have
thought at this unsupportive comment?
The Parish Council organised a special meeting in the Village Hall in early 2015 to hear our
views about the proposed scheme. About 120 residents were present, and we were unanimous
in wanting the Parish Council to endorse this scheme.
continued on page 8

Antiques Fair
an established fair known for its
wide range of quality antiques,
jewellery, Victoriana, china, glass,
pictures, prints and lots more.

Sunday Nov 10
9.30 - 4.00

ALL TREEWORK
HEDGES

Little Hadham Village Hall
(signposted off the A120 between
Puckeridge & Bishop’s Stortford)
Admission £1

STUMP REMOVAL
SEASONED LOGS
WOOD CHIPPINGS
KINDLING

Free on production of this
advert

FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY INSURED

Refreshments & Hot meals
available

4

Village Hall News					

Jan Williamson

Thank you to everyone who came to our gin tasting evening and supported us in this small
fund raising event that I am pleased to report made approximately £220 for the hall. Also
thank you to Carol and Graham Rouse for organising the raffle and to all of you who donated
prizes. I have received expressions of interest in holding some wine tasting evenings so we will
try to organise something in the not-too-distant future.
We have had four brand new notice boards donated to the Village Hall which were made by
Armstrong Jordan Ltd in Matching Green (handmade kitchens and bespoke interiors 01279
731220). I would like to say a big thank you to Bob Armstrong for arranging these.
I am sorry to report that we were unsuccessful in obtaining a grant for purchasing our own
equipment for the hall for the Red Chair Cinema Club and others. We will keep trying other
ways of raising the funds but in the meantime we continue to express our gratitude to Cottered
Village Hall for the regular loan of their kit.
We have had our hedge at the front of the hall cut which apart from looking much smarter
means security is improved due to the aspects of the hall and car park being more open.
With regards to the refurbishment project we are at present having various surveys done to
provide all the information needed to support our planning application. In the meantime we
have carried out urgent and necessary repairs to the hall including the rear fire doors and the

NATIONAL WILLS
& PROBATE SERVICES

n
n
n

n
n
n

Will Writing
Lasting Power of Attorney
Inheritance Tax and
Care Home Fee Planning
Advance Directives (Living Wills)
Funeral Plans
Advice & assistance with Probate

We are based in Braughing and offer free initial
consultations in the comfort of your own home.
Tel: 01920 823096
Email: info@nwpsltd.co.uk

www.nwpsltd.co.uk
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Village Hall News, continued from page 5
hot water system, all of which have put additional strain on the hall’s finances.
Finally I would like to announce that we will be holding our AGM in the committee room on
Wednesday December 4th at 8 o’clock. Please do come along to hear the latest updates on
our projects, and if you would be interested in taking an active part in the running of the hall.
We still have vacancies for a Shadow Treasurer and a Vice Chair. We are a small committee
with a big job to do in managing the Village Hall so please if you feel that you can help please
do get in touch.
Jan Williamson, Chair – Little Hadham Village Hall Management Committee
(01279) 771272
chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk

U3A
As you may know, the U3A (University of the Third Age) is a UK-wide movement which
brings together people who have finished working full time or raising a family to develop their
interests and continue their learning in a friendly and informal environment. There is a very
active branch serving Sawbridgeworth and the surrounding areas. We meet at Sawbridgeworth
Memorial Hall at 3pm on the second Friday of every month . For more details you can contact
our Membership Secretary, John Dickenson on 01279 722297.

WOOD
BRIQUETTES

High burn temperatures,
Safe for wood burners,
Very low ash content,
Clean to handle
£3 per bag collected from
Furneux Pelham or
£5 per bag free local
delivery (min order
vapplies)

40

For more info please call
01279 777666 or email
janbor@btconnect.com
All prices are inclusive of VAT
charged at 5%
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Community Grants
East Herts Council is pleased to announce the second funding round of its 2019 Community
Grants Programme. The deadline for applications is 5pm Monday, 16 December 2019.
Capital grants of up to £8,000 are available for costs of:
· Building improvement projects that lead to high quality and accessible places and spaces
that benefit the wider community.
· Large items of equipment that enable health and wellbeing outcomes to happen.
Find out more about our priorities/outcomes and how to apply. All potential applicants are
expected to contact the council’s grants officer Claire on claire.pullen@eastherts.gov.uk and
discuss their ideas before submitting an application.

HARVEST SUPPER
Many thanks to everybody who attended and supported
Supper on Saturday 12th October. We raised a total of
will be shared between St. Cecilia’s Church and the Bishop
Harvest Appeal (bringing solar power to Tanzania’s rural

the Harvest
£380 which
of St. Albans
communities)

Little Hadham
Primary School
‘Believing and Achieving’

Excellent opportunities for pupils
aged 3-11 years.
On-site care provision from
7.45am to 6.30pm
Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk
for more details

Have a Hadham.

A ‘Good’ school where children
flourish OFSTED 2014
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk
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Bypass/flooding Alleviation Scheme			

continued from page 4

We must all realise that any construction project will cause some inconvenience. These now
include inconsistent phasing of the traffic lights at times, queues on the A120, diversions, part
of the C15 near the Village Hall, closed at certain times, A120 road closures etc, while the
bypass in being constructed.
With construction well underway, we all need to pull together, be tolerant, and continue to
sympathise with all those residents who have suffered over the years. This is the time to put
personal inconvenience to one side. We should now be equally unanimous in supporting all of
our friends and neighbours who have suffered in the past when the village has been flooded.
Dave Willett
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Down at the doctor’s				

Dr Paul Haimes

What a great evening we had in Much Hadham Village Hall on Friday 11th October. Thank you to
Russell Savory for his very entertaining and informative presentation, and to all those who helped
make the evening a success. Approximately £1500 was raised for our trust fund which means the
trustees will need to work a bit harder to find useful ways to spend it; all for the benefit of our
patients, of course. There were changes to our dispensary staff during October. We are sad to be
losing Abbie Fields, who is moving to a job much closer to where she lives, and we wish her well.
Our new dispenser will be Linda Clark who is very experienced, having worked at PAH, Boots and
another GP dispensing surgery. She even did a locum for us a few years ago! Linda cannot cover all
the hours Abbie worked but we have been training up a couple of staff, namely Elaine Hodges and
Ellie Jones, who will work the extra hours and keep us in line with NHS guidelines. Whilst on the
subject of the dispensary, I have been asked to remind you all to try not to panic order in the lead
up to Christmas. Our girls dispense almost 10,000 prescription items each month and will usually
turn these around in well under the 72hr timeline recommended by NHS England. However, in
previous years the pre-Christmas demand for extra medication and orders being requested earlier
than usual etc. puts extra pressure on our staff which could potentially lead to errors. So please try
to help us.
Finally; thank you to my old sparring partner, Colin Brookbanks, for chairing the presentation on 11th
October. Not only did he do a grand job, but he also wears the same shoes as me (or do I wear the
same as he?) January will see us both treading the boards in the Little Hadham panto; him as a
mad Professor and me as a woman…..’twas ever thus!!
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Dame’s Diary Nov 2019
Mange tout, Mange Tout mon petite little Possums. C’est moi encore avec part deux du recit.
C’est terrible, terrible! Le village lothario est thicko, known as Gassy-ton, has told the whole
village that he is going to marier Belle and has even visited her at our chalet dans le foret.
Sensiblement, Belle fermer le porte dans his visage!
Meanwhile le Pere du Belle, le boucle de fruit, has been caught stealing a rose by le Bete at le
Chateau, who has only d’accord to spare la vie miserables if my beautiful Belle takes his place.
Oh c’est terrible, terrible. Quoi doit je faire? What shall I do? Aidez-moi mon fils Brie; aidez-moi!
Je supposer le fruit loop (boucle de fruit) will have to help aussi. Je doit pense and pense tres
carefully. Look out for le partie trios dans le suivante magazine; le edition de Noel!
Adieu avec larmes; jusqu’a ce que next time
Nightnurse du Nuit xxx
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Thomas Tallis
Shattered Windscreen Theatre Company presents an amateur production of :
Thomas Tallis by Jessica Swale
on Wednesday 27th and Thursday 28th November 2019 at 8pm
at The Abbey Church, Waltham Abbey, EN9 1DT
(nearby Cornmill car park, EN9 1RB, free after 6pm)
A portrait in theatre and music of the life of one of Britain’s most successful composers set
against the tumultuous political backdrop of the reformation. Waltham Abbey’s organist until
its dissolution, Tallis lived through dangerous and changeable times under four monarchs, each
with radically differing views of the church. He was forced to adapt his compositions to suit their
religious demands, but at what cost?
Tickets £12 available online www.ticketsource.co.uk/shattered-windscreen or from Shirley
Howlett, email shirley.howlett@btinternet.com tel: 07764 192133
(This play will also be performed at the Company of Players’ Little Theatre, Hertford from
15th-23rd November: www.ticketsource.co.uk/cops)

Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services

Office: 01279 771462
Mobile: 07990 770883
• Chimney sweeping
• Stove installation
• Maintenance & repairs
• Pots & cowls fitted
• Certificates issued
• Free estimates

Adult Ballet Barre

bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk
richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk

EVERY FRIDAY FROM 4PM

LITTLE HADHAM VILLAGE HALL
CALL NOW ON

07538262835
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What’s on in November
Friday 1st yoga and meditation 10.3011.45am
Friday 1st Adult barre ballet 6pm
Tuesday 5th Art from the start 1.3pm
Tuesday 5th A120 Public bypass surgery
5.30-7.30pm
Tuesday 5th Judo 7.15-8.30pm
Wednesday 6th fitsteps 7-8pm
Wednesday 6th Judo 8-9.30pm
Friday 8th yoga and meditation 10.3011.45am
Friday 8th Adult barre ballet 6-6.45pm
Tuesday 12th judo 7.15-8.30pm
Wednesday 13th 2nd Wednesday coffee
morning 9.30-11.30am
Wednesday 13th Fitsteps 7-8pm
Wednesday 13th Judo 8-9.15pm
Friday 15th Yoga and meditation 10.3011.45am
Friday 15th Adult barre ballet 6pm
Tuesday 19th Art from the start 1-3pm
Tuesday 19th Judo 7.15-8.30pm
Tuesday 19th November Garden club
meeting is on on Horticultural Therapy.
Doors open 7.45pm for 8pm start. Members
free, non-members £3. Refreshments
included. Don’t forget our Club Supper on
Saturday 30th November. If you have not
booked your ticket yet, please contact Karin
on 771532.
Wednesday 20th judo 8-9.15pm
Thursday 21Friday 22nd Yoga and
meditation 10.30-11.45am
Thursday 21st Third Thursday Lunch, A light,

in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated

7.00pm. enquiries redchaircinema@
littlehadhamvillagehall.com.”Tuesday 26th
Carers in Hertford 1-3pm
Wednesday 27th Fitsteps 7-8pm
Wednesday 27th Judo 8-9.15pm
Friday 29th Yoga and meditation 10.3011.45am
Friday 29th Adult barre ballet 6-6.45pm
Sat 30th Farmer’s Market 8:2011:30am

Coming soon

Carol Concert in the wood on Sunday 15th
December, (time TBA.) As last year we are
hoping that a brass band will supply the
music whilst volunteers supply mulled wine,
mince pies and treats for the youngsters. Look
out for further details in next month’s Parish
but delicious lunch is served in the Village magazine.
Hall for a donation, from 12.30. Friends
Farmer’s Market Saturday December
and neighbours meet here regularly for a 21st.8:30-11:30am.

chat and catch-up on all the news!

Friday 22nd Adult barre ballet 6-6.45pm
Saturday 23rd Red Chair Cinema.
Evening show 7.30pm, doors open at
12

NOTICEBOARD
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Little Hadham Afternoon Teas

Wendy Forgham

We have expanded!
It has been wonderful to see our numbers rising from 13 guests back in March, to 42 over
the summer months. Ever conscious of safety and accessibility (plus the need for a larger
cake table) in October we moved our afternoon teas out of the Committee room and into
the main hall. This meant that there was plenty of room for a spot of table swapping and the
opportunity to spread out and have a good old natter as well as catch up with the latest village
news. Our next Tea date is November 7th and I am very much looking forward to it as it will
be a rather poignant one for me.
It was this time a year ago that I said goodbye to my 92 year old dad for the very last time
after watching him struggle with dementia for 4 years. During those years so many of our
afternoons were spent indulging in a pot of tea and a slice (or 2, maybe 3…….) of cake that
I thought Little Hadham might like to share in a little bit of his love for this afternoon pastime.
So thanks to dad – after some deliberation Little Hadham Afternoon Teas came to be, and, I’m
sure he would be delighted to know, continues to thrive.
With that in mind, if you do know of anyone, friends, neighbours, relatives or carers who would
like to spend a couple of hours once a month in good company drinking copious amounts of
tea, we would love to see them. Don’t forget that with Summer well and truly behind us and
November on its way, our Afternoon Teas will now be running an hour earlier from 2 till 4 pm.

MICK’S CARPENTRY
& PLASTERING
SERVICES

Clean & Reliable

All Plastering, Artexing,
Coving & Rendering
undertaken. Also Doors,
Locks, Laminate Flooring,
Repairs & Refurbishments,
Fencing & Decking.

Tel: 01371 871871

Tel: 01279 758708
Mob: 07811 141275
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Afternoon Teas, continued from page 14,

Wendy Forgham

enabling guests to journey home before dark.
Finally, if you have difficulty getting to us and require transportation, or if you have an hour or two
to spare to provide lifts or lend a helping hand please get in touch by:
Phone 07817633713 or
Email wendyforgham@hotmail.com
I am continuing to build a bank of volunteers that may be able to offer their services from time
to time with no obligation or commitment so please get in touch if you would like to be added to
the list. Thank you to those who have already offered help. It is very much appreciated.

Millennium Wood Receives an Award
At a recent award ceremony at County Hall, Millennium Wood was recognised when I was
presented with The Peterkin Award by the Campaign to Protect Rural England. This award is
given annually to an individual for “an outstanding contribution to rural living in Hertfordshire.”
As with all awards such as this it would not have been presented to me without the help and
support of many local residents and so a huge thankyou to all who have and continue to
support our Community Wood.
Only last Friday it was wonderful to see all the children from Little Hadham Primary School
enjoying a range of interesting activities in the wood, including making popcorn, constructing
dens and mixing up concoctions for face
painting. Really pleased that this small wood
offers so much for the community.
With this in mind, do please add to your
diary that there will be a Carol Concert in
the wood on Sunday 15th December, (time
TBA.) As last year we are hoping that a brass
Locally  based  lawn  care  
band will supply the music whilst volunteers
services  and  bespoke  
supply mulled wine, mince pies and treats for
treatment  programmes
the youngsters. Look out for further details in
next month’s Parish magazine.
Specialists  in:
 

Weed  &  Moss  Control

 

    

Top  Dressing
   

Disease  Diagnosis
  

Lawn  Pests

Rats  &  Mice

Moles

Bees  &  Wasps

+44  (0)  7725415826

info@supalawns.com

supalawns.com
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The Hundred Parishes		

www.hundredparishes.org.uk

This year our farmers celebrated the season of mellow fruitfulness with good crops of wheat
while the hedgerows have been well-stocked with crab apples, sloes, rose hips and hawthorn
berries. Folklore hints that masses of fruits foretell a harsh winter to come; in reality the
favourable conditions last spring enabled the flower buds formed the previous summer to
blossom.
Each year has its own unique pattern of weather with records of notable events. The spire of
Finchingfield Church blew down during the great storm of February 1661. The inhabitants of
Finchingfield suffered again as 16 barns were destroyed in the great storm of November 1703.
The freezing conditions of the very cold winter of 1895 allowed the people of Saffron Walden
to enjoy tobogganing by moonlight while folk in Dunmow held an ice carnival. There are many
accounts of hot summers when wells ran dry or hail ruined crops.
Those who study long-term trends are concerned about the warming of the atmosphere, hotter
summers and an increase in the frequency of storms which can cause serious flooding, damage
to trees and property and loss of power.
In May the UK Government declared a Climate Emergency with ambitious plans to plant 50
million trees per year across the country to help soak up carbon. Current tree cover in the
Hundred Parishes is about 6% and any new trees will bring significant visual changes to its
landscape. Trees produce timber, habitats for wildlife and reduce flooding risk. Groups of trees
continued next page

Choose from a selection
of over 60 cars from
£5,000 to £50,000

01279 652656
Bishops Stortford
CM23 5PS

O.P.I, Jane Iredale Makeup, Shellac & LVL
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The Hundred Parishes		

continued from page 16

can modify the local climate by providing shade, cooling the air and making urban areas more
attractive.
To ensure that this project is successful, consideration must be given to the location of plantings
and the most appropriate species, with maintenance plans so that these new trees thrive.
Tricia Moxey, Trustee

Rural Ramblings				

Cherry Mardell

We paid for the holiday nearly three years ago, bought at a weekend festival where a chatty
salesman sold us B&B for three nights at a loch-side Scottish hotel for £99 a person. Seemed
like a good idea at the time and we signed up. Then we forgot all about it.
About six months ago my husband found said paperwork and asked me to call the hotel and
ask if the offer still stood, as we were well out of the 18 months’ time limit. Eventually they
agreed, if we were prepared to add on another night’s stay. It is a dog friendly hotel, so our
ageing Lab was going to go with us. But as the time grew near, the dog’s health worsened and
we decided she had better stay home. So our long car journey to the wilds of Scotland became
a short plane hop from Stansted to Glasgow and car hire for the four days.
continued on next page
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Rural Ramblings			

continued from page 17

The 60-plus miles to the hotel were the longest and most difficult I can remember. We drove
across mountains in the worst rainstorm I have ever known. It took us two and half hours.
When we were four miles from the hotel, the road turned into a one-track lane, more like a
helter-skelter than a road. Eventually we did arrive, with the rain still tipping down. And that was
the way it stayed for four whole days! Night and day, the heavens just kept on giving!
To say the place is remote is an understatement. The nearest, and really the only, town was
about 15 miles away. The only purchase I made for myself was a sturdy mac, lightweight but
wind and rain proof. I look a bit like a navvy, but at least it kept me dry!
Once we realised that the rain was never going to stop, we began to enjoy ourselves... as we ran
from the main building to our cottage only a few yards away, but far enough to get a soaking!
We commiserated with fellow guests who equally couldn’t believe the strength and power of
that rain. We watched television, ate too much, had early nights and drove for miles and miles
along scenic, empty, well kept roads. Had we been fisher folk, we would have been in seventh
heaven! We were grateful that we hadn’t taken the dog as our cottage was right beside the
lock... and she loves swimming!
We returned to a cold house - the central heating had packed up, the dog was overjoyed, I had
gained five pounds, and it was raining. And Scotland was, by then, basking in autumn sunshine!

Sierra

HomeCare

Garden
Handyman

Personal • Caring • Responsive

There's no place
like home...

Local, Friendly, Reliable

General Garden Maintenance

Companionship
Home Help

Call, text or email Graeme

Personal Care

07742 535767
maybrookgardening@gmail.com

…to receive care and support
to live your life, your way

Tel: 01279 501678

www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

5% of earnings donated to The Bee Friendly Trust, Registered Charity No: 1161614

CQC Registered
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Road safety: Making our village a safer place for everyone.
Over the years, the flow of traffic through our village has steadily increased. However, with that
increase in traffic volume has come a totally unacceptable and increasingly worrying increase
in vehicles not just simply breaking the 30mph speed limit but driving at breakneck speeds.
Sadly, villages and rural communities across the UK are experiencing the same problem. As the
general pace of life increases so there seems to be a growing lack of care and consideration
towards other members of the community. Speeding and downright dangerous driving is
symptomatic of this trend. What is needed is for action to be taken and I am pleased to say
that is just what is going to happen over the coming weeks and months.
The subject of speeding and road safety has been discussed at some length during recent
meetings of the Little Hadham Parish Council. As a consequence a number of further steps
in addition to the ongoing Drive Safe campaign are under consideration. Excluding the A120
itself, there are three critical locations where speeding traffic is most frequent and speeds are
highest and most life-threatening. These are: The road entering the village from Albury. The road
entering from the Much Hadham side between the War Memorial and the disused quarry
and the road passing the playground and Village Hall. Although speeding occurs throughout
the day, the peak times are between 7 to 9.30am and 4.30 to 6.30pm. Monday to Friday
and Saturday and Sunday mornings. During the rush hours a great many of the offenders are
commuters who use the village roads as a rat run. Most are therefore repeat offenders.
continued on page 20

S.Southgate
Carpentry Services
Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling
Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves
Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance
22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices
@hotmail.co.uk
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Road safety: 					continued from page 19
Another regular complaint about road safety comes from school parents who are on foot. The
real concerns here are around the traffic lights. Pedestrians rounding the corner from the Village
Hall to the school and parents crossing the road from Albury Road are being put in danger by
cars jumping the lights and creating near misses. Some vehicles are even mounting the kerb.

Setting an example
While we are busy working on the various actions that we need to take and other parties
that we want to get involved such as EHDC, the Highways Agency and the police, we need
to take a long hard look at ourselves first. Sadly, a very significant proportion of the culprits
are villagers themselves. The police always say that when they check they catch local people.
Surprisingly, often the most prolific culprits are some of the parents on the school run. I find this
difficult to comprehend because surely as parents and grandparents we should be more aware
than anyone of the dangers of excessive speed? The vast majority of speeding drivers that I
have spoken to (and I have spoken to a great many) are totally oblivious of the 30mph speed
limit and are equally oblivious of the speed they are travelling at. Although she knew the speed
she was travelling at, one young woman who I recently challenged was still most indignant. “But
I was only doing 45 miles an hour!” These same drivers would no doubt be unaware of the
shocking fact that at 40mph the chances that a collision with a pedestrian would result in a
fatality is 400% higher than at 30mph.
We should not lull ourselves into a false sense of security by thinking that the A120 bypass
will dramatically reduce the instances of speeding. That’s at least a year away anyway. It will
certainly help but it will not be the perfect panacea. The first thing needed is for everyone
living in our village to obey the 30mph speed limit and set an example to non-residential
traffic passing through. The police have confirmed that the behavior of ‘visiting’ motorists can
be positively influenced by the behavior of local residents. So for now, while the Parish Council
investigate other measures and seek funding, we would like to appeal to everyone to set an
example and obey the speed limit. It’s 30mph for a reason. Don’t be in a hurry to kill someone!

Sponsored Bike Ride - 14th September 2019
Peter English and Steve Hargrave took part in the bike ride, the idea being to visit
as many churches as possible between 9am and 5pm in the local area, and to raise
money for the Beds and Herts Historic Churches Trust and St. Cecilia’s Church.
They raised a total of £920 which will be shared between he two organisations. They
wish to express their gratitude to all those who supported them with their sponsorship.
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In September, Robert Friskney gave a short history
of church bell ringing to introduce his review of the
2018 restoration of the bells at St Andrews Church,
and the following visit to the church and tower. He
was accompanied by a number of Much Hadham
Bell Ringers, including tower captain Nick Hughes, the principal driver and fund raiser of the
project. The restoration was needed as the bells had become difficult to ring - they should
receive major attention every 50 years or so. Some fittings were in a poor state, not having
been updated since Victorian times. These had not been included in a 1947 refurbishment
when a new timber frame supplied by the Whitechapel Foundry (its last) had been installed.
Two new treble bells cast by them in 1949 were added as a memorial to the fallen of WW2.
The PCC and the Diocese approved the 2018 refurbishment which included the rehanging
of the 2 tons of bells and retuning six of them using a special lathe in Oxfordshire. The six
were harmonised with the two oldest bells (dated 1595), which were not retuned due to their
historical significance. The considerable work involved replacing timber headstocks with steel,
replacing bearings, wheels, ropes and guides and much else. New secondary glazing allows
sound control for practice time. Members were accompanied up the tower to see the bells
and mechanisms and to gain a sense of the scale of the work including the removal and
replacement of the bells and frames in such a restricted space. We tried our hands at ringing
hand and church bells, and thank the bell ringers for this opportunity.
The presentations and visit gave members an appreciation of the total extent of the project.
This involved gaining the many necessary approvals, raising the £100,000 needed from local
and national sources and the considerable physical work done by local volunteers. Amazingly,
the work was completed on time to allow ringing to commemorate the 100th anniversary of
the 1918 armistice. The bell ringers are thanked for their hospitality, and for explaining their
craft so well. Articles on the project were in the Much Hadham Parish Magazine during 2018
and a Google search of “Much Hadham Bell Restoration” gives sites with many details including
pictures. The bell ringers would very much welcome new additions to their ranks – contact Nick
Hughes on hadham.bells@gmail.com or 07971 138020 if you would like to have a go.
Forthcoming Events: Please remember that our Programme and any late Changes are on our
Web site under the Heading “Events”
Wed Nov 20th 8:00pm @ Little Hadham Village Hall.
Stephen Ruff continues his journey along the Braughing Railway.
www.thehadhamshistorysociety.org.uk
Mike Clark 01279 842131
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The Alternative View				

by a visitor

1)Tudor times saw the A120 Roman Road interrupted by a coaching inn
2) HCC, after years of prevarication, finally decided to overcome this interruption to the modern
free flow of A120 users: the need to improve access to Stansted Airport, not necessarily for you
dear reader, being cited as the main reason
3) The planners decided not to proceed in knocking down some Tudor buildings but instead by
knocking down some Tudor Trees to make a bypass
4) Hence the pattern unfolds: environmental loss for supposed economic gain
5) Orphaned strips of farmland will, no doubt, shortly be infilled, so adding to urban sprawl
and contributing to LH Xroads traffic
6) The possible impact of future National road plans rendering the bypass redundant was
neatly overlooked by submission for its application on 24th December: of course it was waived
through as a “local” responsibility
7) As to flood prevention measures, what an extravagant and ugly solution to man’s oversight
in not opening the flood gates and not keeping clear the overgrowth in the River Ash
8) £1,000 per shovel length is the cost of this folly and next time you are held up at Jct8 of
M11, just reflect upon what might have been done with that £40m+
9) Now look forward, if you can, and consider how this folly could have been avoided
10) Oh the oft arrogance of those whom we elect to rule us!		
a Visitor

1-1 PERSONAL TRAINING
SMALL GROUP TRAINING
CIRCUITS & BOXING CLASSES
BOOTCAMP

WWW.CLAUDIAAUDLEY.CO.UK/PT
BASED IN FURNEUX PELHAM, HERTS
07796 531 071
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A big thankyou 				

from Jonathan Forgham

May I use the pages of this esteemed publication to thank all local residents who sponsored
me for my walk that I completed on Wednesday 9th October. I co vered the 152.3 miles from
my front door to Cromer Pier in 9 days, averaging 17 miles a day.The longest and most arduous
was Day 2: Saffron Walden to Newmarket. Due to all the stud farms around the town there are
no footpaths leading into Newmarket, so the last 12 miles were covered along a busy B road.
The other 8 days were really enjoyable with the only rain being torrential on the Sunday on a
16 mile day from Castle Acre near Swaffham to Ringstead near Hunstanton.
At the time of writing I have raised a phenomenal £3400 for MindGarden, the Learning Centre
I have helped establish in Galle, Sri Lanka. This is a huge amount for the centre meaning we
can provide a suite of laptops, secure the future rent of the property for a few years and be in
a position to improve the facilities at the centre for both students and volunteers. It will also
give us the chance to offer small start-up loans to students setting up their own business so
we could help with printing costs, website designs and other small expense claims to help get
the project on its feet.
Thank you to all who donated to this cause. I am very grateful.

Counselling/Psychotherapy

Horton & Sons

A chance to grow, on
your terms.

Property Maintenance.
All work undertaken.
Fencing, Decking, Painting,
Timber work - Repairs.
Friendly affordable service.
Free quotations on request.
Tel: 07522 445029 or 01279 771672
Email: ianhorton369@btinternet.com

01279 771536 / 07720773346
j.anthony.w76@gmail.com
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November 2019
St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham | St Mary’s, Albury | St Andrew’s, Much Hadham
9.15 a.m.		
Family Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 a.m.
Holy Communion at St. Mary’s, Albury.
10 S unday
		
3rd before Advent
9.15 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
10.50 a.m. at Much Hadham War Memorial, Service of Remembrance.
10.50 a.m. at Little Hadham War Memorial, Service of Remembrance.
10.50 a.m. Remembrance Service at St. Mary’s, Albury.
5.45 p.m. Refresh at St. Mary’s, Braughing.
a
Sunday 17th 		
2nd before Advent
9.15 a.m. Holy Communion at. St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Mary’s, Albury.
Saturday 23rd
4.30 p.m. Messy Church at St. Andrew’s School Hall, Much Hadham.
Sunday 24th		
Christ the King
9.15 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 a.m. Worship4All at. St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.
Wednesday 27th Midweek Communion
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion from The Book of Common Prayer at		
St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.					
We hope that as many people as possible will join the Service of Remembrance
which is held every year at the War Memorial at The Ford where we give thanks to God for the
men and women who served and died in two World Wars to keep this country safe and free. It
begins at 10.50 a.m., please be punctual so that the two-minute silence can be held in the quiet
of the village.Wednesday 27th Midweek Communion
10.a.m. Holy Communion from The Book of Common Prayer at St. Cecilia’s, Little
Hadham. We hope that as many people as possible will join the Service of Remembrance
which is held every year at the War Memorial at The Ford where we give thanks to God for the
men and women who served and died in two World Wars to keep this country safe and free. It
begins at 10.50 a.m., please be punctual so that the two-minute silence can be held in the quiet
of the village. We hope that as many people as possible will join the Service of Remembrance
which is held every year at the War Memorial at The Ford where we give thanks to God for the
men and women who served and died in two World Wars to keep this country safe and free.
It begins at 10.50 a.m., please be punctual so that the two-minute silence can be held in the
quiet of the village.
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