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Letter from the Rectory		

Revd. Steve Bate

Did you get caught in high winds during August? My daughter’s family were
camping in a badly-hit area that experienced gale force winds and rain. They
were at New Wine – a Christian festival. Due to the particularly bad weather
forecast the organisers decided to finish a day early. It didn’t seem as bad over
here but we were monitoring closely how the cross-channel ferries had been
affected. At one point there was a six-hour delay and we were due to travel on
the next day. We began to think will we be delayed? Will we have a long wait? And will it still
be very choppy on the English Channel or will the storm have calmed down.
In the Bible, there’s an account of the time that Jesus and his followers got caught in a storm.
They were out on the Sea of Galilee (a large lake) when a storm arose all of a sudden. The
lake had been calm when they set out. Mark’s gospel tells us “A great windstorm arose, and
the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being swamped”. Meanwhile, Jesus
was fast asleep, oblivious to the whistling of the wind and the buffeting of the waves as the
storm raged around them. His followers were terrified, and in their terror, they woke Jesus up
crying out to him “Don’t you care that we’re perishing!” Jesus woke up and simply said “Peace!
Be still”. The wind ceased and there was dead calm. Jesus then quizzed his followers: “Why are
you afraid? Have you still no faith?”
Sometimes, life can feel the way it felt for those disciples caught-up in that storm.We experience
the same kind of emotions they did. It can feel chaotic, uncontrollable, terrifying. I’ve known
times when life has got stormy – feeling chaotic, uncontrollable, terrifying. What can we do? A
Christian response is to pray – to call out to Jesus Christ just as his first followers did as the
storm raged around them. In some of those stormy times I’ve prayed and things have changed
– sometimes slowly. Sometimes, not much seemed to change but I did experience the sense
of peace that God can give in the middle of life’s storms – the peace of God which passes all
understanding. In those times it’s as if Jesus is saying “Peace! Be still!”
When life’s storms come our way, Jesus Christ says we can place our trust, our faith, in him. We
can come to him in prayer, letting him know exactly what we’re feeling. And we can trust him
to calm us and give us inner peace. Here’s a short prayer I’ve found helpful:
Calm me, Lord as you calmed the storm.
Still me, Lord, keep me from harm.
Let all the tumult within me cease.
Enfold me, Lord, in your peace. Amen.

Teddy Bears’ Picnic
Bring along a picnic and your Teddy Bear and be serenaded by a woodwind band. There will
be a short service followed by all sorts of games and competitions. There will be refreshments
available. See you there.
2

Sponsor Jono (also see page 23)
As you may well be aware, in 2017 I helped establish a Learning Centre near Galle, Sri
Lanka to help poor children improve their English and therby enhance their job prospects. The
students are not charged for their attendance, so all costs are met by voluntary contributions.
MindGarden has just made a move to a new property which boasts large rooms for classrooms,
a smaller room for a library and bedrooms, a kitchen and a bathroom, so volunteers can stay
free of charge at the centre whilst helping the students improve their English through creativity,
art, music and science fun activities. [See pics below]
To raise this money I am walking from home in East Herts to Cromer, North Norfolk, some
160 miles. I plan to go at a leisurely pace and take 9 days with overnight stops at: Saffron
Walden, Newmarket, Thetford, Little Cressingham, Castle Rising, Ringstead, Burnham Deepdale
and Blakeney before the final day to Cromer.
I will follow National trails, particularly the Harcamlow Way, Peddars Way and North Norfolk
Coastal footpath, setting off on Tuesday 1st October.
Please do take a look at the Just Giving site and sponsor me to raise money for this superb
centre that will be improved by an injection of much needed cash to purchase ICT equipment
such as laptops and an interactive white board. None of the students are familiar with such
equipment and it will make a huge difference to their job prospects if they can show computer
skills at job interviews. Very many thanks and do not hesitate to contact me if you you have
any questions about this project. . Thank you, Jono. https://tinyurl.com/y3ntsphs
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Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
Despite the rain 7 members of the club had an enjoyable visit to 35 Digswell
Road in Welwyn Garden City on Friday 19th July.
Our regular club meetings are starting again on Tuesday 17th September
at 7.45pm. This month’s talk is on History of Hert’s Gardens and Design
Landscapes.
Don’t forget the Autumn Show on Sunday 1st September in Little Hadham
Village Hall. If you don’t already have a schedule, they are available from
Karin or the Post Office in Little Hadham. There will be wonderful homemade
refreshments available.
Those lucky enough to have been awarded a Cup/Shield last year, please
return them to Karin.

NATIONAL WILLS
& PROBATE SERVICES

Locally  based  lawn  care  
services  and  bespoke  
treatment  programmes

n
n
n

Specialists  in:

n

 

Weed  &  Moss  Control

 

    

Top  Dressing

Disease  Diagnosis

   

n

We are based in Braughing and offer free initial
consultations in the comfort of your own home.

  

Lawn  Pests

Rats  &  Mice

Moles

Bees  &  Wasps

+44  (0)  7725415826

n

info@supalawns.com

Will Writing
Lasting Power of Attorney
Inheritance Tax and
Care Home Fee Planning
Advance Directives (Living Wills)
Funeral Plans
Advice & assistance with Probate

Tel: 01920 823096
Email: info@nwpsltd.co.uk

www.nwpsltd.co.uk
supalawns.com
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Brownies
The new term for Little Hadham Brownies begins soon at a new time. The unit has
new leaders starting and continues to go from strength to strength.
Last year, the girls enjoyed being out and about in the village enjoying local walks and
delivering flowers to local people as random acts of kindness. The girls were delighted
to have received letters of thanks for their actions. Many of the older Brownies took
part in a water activity day in Cheshunt and tried out new activities such as canoeing,
kayaking and stand-up paddle boarding; even the adults had a go!
The Brownies embraced the new Brownie programme with gusto and tried out a
variety of different things, many of which seemed to involve eating!
We look forward to all the new adventures that this year brings.
If you daughter would like to join Brownies the register her here: https://www.girlguiding.
org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter/
Why should the children have all the fun? If you want to register as a volunteer
you can do so here: https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/
register-your-interest/ Little Hadham Brownies meet during term time at Little Hadham
Village Hall on Tuesdays 5.45 – 7.15pm

S.Southgate
Carpentry Services
Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling
Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves
Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance
25 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices
@hotmail.co.uk
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A120 Bypass (Little Hadham) and Flood Alleviation Scheme
Project Update – August 2019
Work has started on the 3.9km bypass, to the north of Little Hadham between Bishop’s
Stortford and the A10, to alleviate congestion from The Ash traffic lights and provide more
reliable journey times. Initial clearance has taken place to establish the site compound, which
is located adjacent to Medivet on the A120 Standon Road. [See pics on next page]

Want to know more?
You can find out more about the project by visiting our website:
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/a120bypass
You can follow us on Twitter: @Herts_Highways
Or on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HertsHighways
If you have any questions, please email a120bypass@hertfordshire.gov.uk or call 0300 123
4047

We want to give residents the opportunity to talk to us face-to-face. We will be
organising ‘surgery’ sessions held in the Little Hadham Village Hall.You can drop in and
talk to someone from the project team, find out what’s going on, ask questions, or let
us know about problems you have encountered with the bypass construction. The first
session is 3rd September. 5:30pm to 7:30pm and we will organise further sessions
every first Tuesday of the month, prior to the Parish Council meeting.
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The Environmental Corridor
The team

Luxury Toilet Hire (UK) Ltd

Whether you are arranging a wedding,
private party or corporate event, let
Luxury Toilet Hire (UK) Ltd
provide you with the perfect toilet
facility to make your occasion a
memorable success.
Tel: 01279 504638 or 01371 873003
Web: www.luxurytoilethireltd.co.uk
Email: info@luxurytoilethire.co.uk

We also hire out mobile fridge
and freezer trailers.
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Village Hall News					 Jan Williamson
This month we are putting on a Gin Tasting evening which will take place on Saturday 14th
September starting at 7.30pm. It includes an introductory talk about the distillery, the
distillation process and what goes into making a good gin. As part of the talk we will be
sampling five different gins each with an explanation of what is in it, how it was created and
how to serve it. At the end we get to choose which gin we liked the most from the tasting,
and will be made a Gin & Tonic with that gin. We will have some suitable nibbles at that point
and the gins will be available to purchase. There will also be a bar running after the talk. It
will be an advance-ticket only event and tickets cost £15.00 per person, with the proceeds
made from the evening going towards village hall funds. Tickets can be purchased through
me – details below.
In this exciting phase of the hall’s history with the refurbishment plans in progress we are
looking for new committee members to complete the team.
• Minutes Secretary - whose sole role is to take the minutes of our Committee meetings
approximately every 4-6 weeks and to then distribute them to all members.
• Treasurer – to shadow prior to taking over from our current Treasurer who is due to move
away from the village. Any knowledge of keeping accounts is useful but not essential as training
will be provided.
• Vice Chair - to support me in my roles and responsibilities, helping maintain the smooth
continued on next page

Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services

Office: 01279 771462
Mobile: 07990 770883
• Chimney sweeping
• Stove installation
• Maintenance & repairs
• Pots & cowls fitted
• Certificates issued
• Free estimates
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk
richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk
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continued from page 8
running of the hall and support the transformation of the hall into a community hub. If any of
these areas voluntary positions interest you I would love to hear from you.
Jan WilliamsonChairman of Little Hadham Village Hall Management Committee
chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk (01279) 771272
For hall bookings contact Denise Armstrong lhvhbooking@gmail.com

A120 bypass and flood alleviation public surgery
Tuesday 3rd September and every 1st Tuesday of the month 6-8pm
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2 hours prior to Parish Council meeting to be held in the committee
room at the back of the village hall access via the kitchen or other back
entrances
Come and chat to the contractors about the road closures and works
that are being carried out.

A great day out for all the family!
• Pick-your-own & freshly ready-picked produce
• Tea Barn - great coffee and homemade food
• Children’s Play Area
• Seasonal Farm Shop

Open Tuesday
to Sunday
and Bank Holidays

• Nature Trail
• Maize Maze (August to October)

Strawberries • Gooseberries • Raspberries • Onions
• Blackberries • Blackcurrants • Sweetcorn • Cherries
• Blueberries • Sunflowers • Pumpkins... when in season

& other local produce including honey & jam from the farm
The highest quality fresh produce
in beautiful countryside surroundings
Hatfield Broad Oak

www.cammashall.co.uk

Postcode for SatNav: CM22 7JT
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What’s on in September
Tuesday 3rd Art from the start 1-3pm
Tuesday 3rd Judo 7.15-8.45pm
Wednesday 4th Music to Movement 10am11am
Wednesday 4th Fitsteps 7pm-8pm
Wednesday 4th Judo 8pm-9.30pm
Friday 6th Yoga and meditation 10.3011.30am
Friday 6th Barre ballet for adults 6pm6.45pm
Tuesday 10th Art from the start 1-3pm
Tuesday 10th Judo 7.15pm-8.45pm
Wednesday 11th - 2nd Wednesday in the
month coffee morning 9.30am-11.30am
Wednesday 11th Music to movement 10am11am
Wednesday 11th Fitsteps 7pm-8pm
Wednesday 11th Judo 8pm-9.30pm
Friday 13th Yoga and meditation 10.30am11.30am
Friday 13th Barre ballet for adults 6pm6.45pm
Saturday14th The Red Chair Cinema will
present a matinee screening suitable for
children (PG film). Doors open at 2.00 pm for
2.30 pm start. Booking necessary on 01279
771272..
Saturday 14th Gin tasting evening 7.30
– 10.30 ish ticket only £15 per head ring
01279 771272 or email chairvillagehall@
littlehadham.org.uk
Tuesday 17th Art from the start 1-3pm
Tuesday 17th Judo 7.15pm-8.45
Wednesday 18th Music to movement 10am11am
Wednesday 18th Fitsteps 7pm-8pm
Wednesday 18th Judo 8pm-9.30pm
Friday 20th Yoga and meditation 10.30am11.30am
Friday 20th Barre ballet for adults 6pm6.45pm

In the Village Hall unless otherwise stated

Tuesday 24th Art from the start 1-3pm
Tuesday 24th Judo 7.15pm-8.45pm
Wednesday 25th Music to movement 10am11am
Wednesday 25th Fitsteps 7pm-8pm
Wednesday 25th Judo 8pm-9.30pm
Friday 27th Yoga and meditation 10.30am11.30am
Friday 27th Barre ballet for adults 6pm6.45pm

Coming soon
12th October. Saturday St Cecilia’s Church
Harvest Supper. Little Hadham Village Hall.
7.00 for 7.30. Tickets £8 from Frank Green
771532.
26th October. Panto Quiz Night, 7.30 for 8
£10 per head/ Tables up to 8 Cheese and
asst.d bread platter bring own drinks and
glasses. To researve place contacr Eileen on
01279 771426 -- email lhbooths@gmail.
com or pop in the Post Office.
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NOTICEBOARD
WEDNESDAY
11TH SEPTEMBER
2ND WEDNESDAY IN THE
MONTH OPEN KITCHEN –
COFFEE MORNING
Fresh coffee with some home
baked goodies
All ages welcome and if you
have difficulty getting to us
transport can be arranged if
notice is given in advance
Ring Jan 01279 771272 for
further information

Much Hadham Drama Group’s next production,

its 51st, will be an amateur performance of Alan Ayckbourn’s
hilarious masterpiece of tragic comedy, “Things We Do For
Love”, to be directed by Margaret Stainton on Thursday-Saturday
14th-16th November at 8.00pm at Much Hadham Village Hall.
Tickets (£9.00) available from mid-October from Box Office
01279 842822 or nclarke167@aol.com, and Londis, Much
Hadham High Street, and
www.ticketsource.co.uk/much-hadham-drama.group
(booking fee applies).
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Social Prescribing - Non clinical activities for health & wellbeing
Please contact any group below or make an appointment with Kathrine
Foy, our so-cial prescriber @ the Health Centre on 842242 to help you
find a buddy to get you started.
Much Hadham/Green Tye (various venues)
Mon 9am		
Restore your core @ VH (Emma 07967086471)
Mon @ 7pm		
Ballroom dancing @ VH (Lesley 316361)
Tues @ 9am		
Upholstery @VH (Mrs Fry 842366)
Wed 9am		
Yoga @ VH (Jacqui 07519165121)
Wed 9-1		
Ladies Badminton @ VH (Barbara 843849)
Thurs 7pm		
Meditation @VH (John 07818447673)
Fri 12.30		
Sharing Table @ Bull Inn (Ben 842668)
1st & 3rd Tues 2pm
Community Coffee @ Mission Hall Grn Tye (Bobbie 843769)
Wed/Fri evenings		
Table Tennis (Alan 842104/ Badminton @ VH (Neil 842822)
2nd Wed@10am, 4th Wed @2pm Coffee Morn or a/noon Tea@ Cong ch (Denise 842745)
Last Sun 12.30
Sunday Lunch club @ Pavilion (Claire 07595 674241)
Tues Fortnightly		
Art society (Frank 843796) Also meet monthly Fri evenings
Monthly Wed		
a/noon WI @VH (Judy W 842577),evening (Judy C 842131)
Monthly evening		
History society @ VH (Michael 842131)
Various events		
Horticultural society @ VH (Denise 842745)
		
Little Hadham Village Hall

Tuesdays 1-3pm		
Wednesdays 10-11am
1st Thurs 3-5pm		
2nd Wed 9.30-11.30am
3rd Thurs 12.30		
Fridays 10.30-11.45am
Fridays 6-7pm		
Last Sat from 8.30am
Saturday 14th Sept
			
bookings only!

Art from the start (Peter Temple 771421)
Music for Movement (Hannah 07714378887)
Over 60’s Trad afternoon tea (Wendy 07817633713)
Open kitchen coffee morning (Jan 07710325363)
Lunch ( Karin 771532)
Yoga, Mindfulness & Meditation (Ian 07722157929)
Barre ballet for joints and balance (Hannah 07538 262835)
Cooked breakfast @ Farmers’ Market (Nina 771080)
The Red Chair Cinema Club showing Paddington 2, rated PG
Doors open 2pm to start @ 2.30pm (Jan 01279 771272)

Albury Village Hall

Mondays 11-12am
First Sunday 3-5pm

Chair-based exercise (Pam 771465)
Afternoon tea (Pam above)
Widford Village Hall (enquire about these on 898457)
Mondays 6.45pm		
Pilates (contact ?)
Wednesdays		
Yoga 2.15pm (contact ?) Ballroom dancing 4pm @ VH (contact?)
2nd Tuesday 2.30pm		
Afternoon tea
Hunsdon

Tuesdays 2pm		
Scrabble club (Annette 842581)
Thursdays 12.30-1.30		
Yoga, Mindfulness & Meditation (Ian 0772 2157929)
Thursdays 2-4pm		
Carpet Bowls Club (Peter 843230)
Tuesdays 8pm		
Badminton (Julian 07914 153984
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Down at the doctor’s				

Dr Paul Haimes

Many thanks to my old sparring partner, Colin Brookbanks, for stepping
in with last month’s article about the Jack May Trust and the fund raising
evening on Friday 11th October, which I’m sure will be very interesting and
informative.
From September my surgery times are changing so that I will be able to
offer more routine appointments at HQ in Much Hadham. I will no longer be
available in Hunsdon on a Friday morning and that surgery will be covered
by Dr Oates. My Monday morning in Hunsdon and Thursday morning at St
Elizabeths remain unchanged.
Finally, the flu-jab season will soon be upon us (usual first delivery in
second half of September) and we have arranged a Saturday morning
immunisation clinic at Much Hadham Health Centre on 12th October. In
previous years this has been very popular so book your appointment early
to avoid disappointment.
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Parking on pavements				

Dave Willett

There have been notes placed on car windscreens around the Nags Head recently.
One has been put on my car windscreen, and on my wife’s windscreen when she
was at a LH Gardening Club Committee meeting. On the evening this happened to
me, Tuesday 16th July, I counted other similar notes on car windscreens after I left
the pub. These notes point out that, ‘It is illegal to park or block the public footpath’.
The note then explains that ‘a dated photo of your vehicle has been taken’, and
that ‘...if the vehicle is seen parking in this way again, the details will be given to the
relevant authorities resulting in a fine and points.’ The note is from ‘dog walkers of
Little Hadham’ but is not signed.
There is a problem here. This warning is not based on law. Highway Code rule 244
states that drivers, ‘MUST NOT park partially or wholly on the pavement in London,
and SHOULD NOT do so elsewhere unless signs permit it.’
The key thing to note here are the words MUST NOT and SHOULD NOT. In London,
you MUST NOT park on the pavement, as there is legislation behind this rule. However,
outside London or elsewhere, the Highway Code states that drivers SHOULD NOT
park on the pavement. This means that it is advisory and not backed up by legislation.
Even if the note writers were to pass on photos and details to the police, they would
continued on page 15
not be able to take action because no law has been broken.
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Parking on pavements, continued		

Dave Willett

There was a Private Member’s Bill introduced into Parliament in 2015 which sought to
make parking on the pavement illegal across the UK. This Bill did not pass the Second
Reading after doubts were raised over where residents of narrow streets could park if
there are no off-street spaces available. The Department for Transport is still looking at
this issue. The debate is all about trying to get the right balance of not blocking traffic
flow for drivers, and not blocking other pavement users.
On the night I drove to the Nags Head at about 9pm, it was still daylight and the
pub was busy with a Quiz Nite. Along the road from the pub towards the Ash there
were several cars parked on both sides of the road. One car was parked a long
way from the kerb. This amount of parked cars led to a double chicane for drivers
passing through on the C15 road. The other reason why some motorists park on the
pavement is that they don’t want to block other larger vehicles from getting through
like the 351 bus, lorries, and farm machinery. If cars parked on either side of the road
in this area, these larger vehicles would not be able to get through, even though the
drivers were doing nothing wrong. This is exactly why it is difficult problem to solve,
especially in rural areas.
I can understand the frustration of pedestrians, walkers, dog-walkers, runners like
continued on page 16

Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services

Office: 01279 771462
Mobile: 07990 770883
• Chimney sweeping
• Stove installation
• Maintenance & repairs
• Pots & cowls fitted
• Certificates issued
• Free estimates
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk
richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk
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Parking on pavements, continued from page 15		
myself, and even wheelchair users who wish to use the pavements in the area around
the Nags Head pub. This is especially so at busy times for the pub, evenings like the
weekend, and Sunday lunchtimes. It is unfortunate that the pub has no car park, and
is popular. I am sure that most people would want the only pub to be popular and
busy, as it plays an important part in the life of the village.
But, to intimidate motorists with a note that deliberately misinterprets the law is
wrong. It is bullying, and should stop. This issue needs be discussed at a Parish Council
meeting. Such a meeting could even be attended by our local police officer, or PCSO
who will be able to explain the law, and give us advice on possible solutions.
We could look at improving the pavements, improving the gravelled area opposite the
pub, marking out a line on the pavements so that cars park up to the line, allowing
enough room for others. Maybe, the new managers/owners of the Nags Head could
involve the brewers Green King, in working with the village to find a solution. Other
ideas too might alleviate the problem and secure benefits for all of us. Putting notes
on windscreens is not the right way to solve this, and does not achieve anything. Let’s
have a sensible dialogue about it at PC meetings, and even in the Parish Magazine.
Dave Willett (runner/patron of the Nags Head/senior citizen)

Choose from a selection
of over 60 cars from
£5,000 to £50,000

01279 652656
Bishops Stortford
CM23 5PS
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A response to Angela Fardell’s article of August 2019
I would like to thank Angela for her response to my article. It is good to continue this debate,
and I hope that other people contribute a few thoughts about this in the coming months. My
main aim in writing the article was to encourage the Parish Council to make a decision about
the NP. After all the NP is still on the agenda, and will be until the PC decides that there is no
longer a need for one.
I must state for the record that I enjoyed the experience of working with the NP group with
Angela, Jon and many others. Angela and I can take credit in being responsible for about 90%
of the Character Assessment text as well as all the photos. During the summer of 2017, we
met for three lengthy morning sessions over coffee and cake to tidy up the text we had drafted
with ongoing suggestions from others in the group. It was enjoyable to write, and I do hope that
it will be read by a much wider audience in the village in the near future.
As for Angela’s points –
• I agree that with the changing policy of the updated District Plan of 2018, Little Hadham
no longer needs to contribute homes.
• As for site allocation, the 3 sites I mentioned may be unsuitable, but let us remember
that site allocation is a way of having some influence over planning decisions. I have always
accepted that this idea does provoke strong reactions. Who knows what the situation may be
in 5 years’ time? Developers are not easily put off. Even if only 50% of Neighbourhood Plans
have allocated sites, that still leaves 50% of villages who have developed NPs because they
believe there are other benefits to be gained from having one. The Parish Plan of 2006-2009
set up 6 focus groups. One of these looked at housing, and carried out a housing needs
survey. The ‘Parish Plan 2’ report of April 2009 noted that this was carried out, ‘...amidst some
controversy...’ Once again, I understand this point of view.
• I also agree that I do not want Little Hadham overrun with lots of new homes. We do not
have the infrastructure like a shop, other amenities and services.
•
I also agree with the statement, ‘Let’s preserve our unique village with its built
heritage.....’ But, in order to do this, we need a plan and a vision.
•
I also agree that the ‘NP group lacked the necessary Vision for the Future...’ Sadly,
we also failed to involve more people. The survey of October 2016 only received about 70
responses, and the follow up in the village hall in December, only attracted about 70 people,
both being about 7% of the population. The public meeting in November 2003, which later
led to the creation of a Parish Plan, attracted 200 people in the village hall, about 20% of the
population. What a contrast.
• However, I disagree with Angela’s point that we will not be an isolated village. My point is
that all of our surrounding villages will have NPs, whether or not they are providing homes.
By not having a NP, we will be isolated as all the other villages will have a NP. This is the
main reason for my plea to the Parish Council to make a decision. The consultants and local
politicians whose advice we listened to made the point time and again that a village cannot
be preserved in aspic. Even if some of us would like Little Hadham to remain the same, this
continued on page 22
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In July Cristina Harrison, recalled the personal
memories of evacuees to the Hadhams’ during
WW2. Operation Pied Piper began in Sept 1939
to evacuate people, particularly children, from cities
to rural areas thought to be safer. It was a voluntary process and children once registered had
to take their warmest clothing and provisions for the journey to school. Parents and teachers
then accompanied them to the nearest railway station. Available accomodation was already
allocated in “Reception Areas” where all householders had to make any spare rooms available.
During the months prior to the “Blitz” in 1940, some children unhappy in the rural environment
returned home. Hilda Waters (14) and her 8yr old brother found Much Hadham unwelcoming
and moved to Bishops Stortford. Other children integrated well and were happy, liking country
walks, or dealing with animals or other country activities. When the Blitz began people left
the cities in earnest and in total over 3m people were evacuated to the countryside. In Much
Hadham, The Palace was well thought of by the children billeted there. Lady Elsie Billingham
took in about 2 dozen at one stage, who slept on the floor of the billiard room. Cristina related
a number of individual reminiscences. The most memorable however, was an extensive tape
recording of an interview with William Rutter which she played to the audience. He had
loved Much Hadham and liked Cornflakes, Shredded Wheat and delivering vegetables. He
remembered being nearly run over by the vicar when walking back to his billet from choir
practice in pitch black darkness, and some of the lads who cut a bell rope for fun. He stayed
in the village until he was 17. This review of the personal experiences of some evacuees was
much appreciated by the audience.

Garden
Handyman
Local, Friendly, Reliable

General Garden Maintenance

1-1 PERSONAL TRAINING
SMALL GROUP TRAINING

Call, text or email Graeme

CIRCUITS & BOXING CLASSES

07742 535767

BOOTCAMP

maybrookgardening@gmail.com

WWW.CLAUDIAAUDLEY.CO.UK/PT
BASED IN FURNEUX PELHAM, HERTS
07796 531 071

5% of earnings donated to The Bee Friendly Trust, Registered Charity No: 1161614

18

MICK’S CARPENTRY
& PLASTERING
SERVICES

Counselling/Psychotherapy

Clean & Reliable

All Plastering, Artexing,
Coving & Rendering
undertaken. Also Doors,
Locks, Laminate Flooring,
Repairs & Refurbishments,
Fencing & Decking.

An opportunity to take
control, when it comes to
your own mental health.

Tel: 01279 758708
Mob: 07811 141275

01279 771536 / 07720773346
j.anthony.w76@gmail.com
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Talking Bowls –––––––or something
The important news for our Bowls Club is that Contractors have confirmed a November date to replace
the edging boards surrounding the green. This is great news as the green should then have time to fully
recover for the start of next season and give us unrestricted use again. The edging collapse late last
season forced us to restrict bowling to east/west direction whereas we would normally switch direction
to north/south every couple of weeks to prevent concentrated wear to the green. All we need to do now
is find the means to pay for it! We have always been a caring club and not just for our own members.
Various initiatives over the years have including Friday lunchtime sessions during school term for 10–11
year olds from our village school, “bonding” events for groups and associations, pay & play sessions
open to all, and a welcome to anyone including those with physical restrictions wishing to try the sport
without commitment to join. This year we have signed up to the East Herts. Council’s Health & Wellbeing
Initiative targeted at providing social/recreational facilities and opportunities to that band of registered
Carers who do so much for others . If you or someone you know would benefit from such a social outlet
call Pat on 01279 843619 for more info. Our next session is Wed. 4Sept. 10.30 am or/and 6.30pm. and
we are happy to extend the invitation to those who are not registered but nonetheless spend time caring
for others. No fees, equipment is provided ( just bring flat shoes/trainers) and members will be on hand
to assist. The Finals Day for our internal competitions is the weekend of 7th and 8th September. Make
a note in your diary for it is worth relaxing and spending awhile watching this quintessential rural English
sport, fully decked out in traditional whites - especially if a nice sunny weekend.
Hope to see you there							Jack
Much Hadham Bowling Club, Recreation Ground SG10 6DL

Antiques Fair

X

an established fair known for its
wide range of quality antiques,
Antiques Fair
jewellery, Victoriana, china, glass,
pictures, prints and lots more.

O.P.I, Jane Iredale Makeup, Shellac & LVL

Sept 8

9.30 - 4.00

Little Hadham Village Hall
(signposted off the A120 between
Puckeridge & Bishop’s Stortford)

Admission £1

Free on production of this
advert

Refreshments & Hot meals
available
20

The Hundred Parishes		

Ken McDonald, Secretary

Almost every parish within the Hundred Parishes has a church of great antiquity. Each one
is different. The most notable external feature is often the tower, erected originally to house
a bell or set of bells, raised high so their sound would travel above the surrounding rooftops
to summon parishioners to prayer or for a special occasion. Almost all our church towers
are square with just two being round: Bardfield Saling and Bartlow. Some churches have a
spire, usually extending upwards from the square tower base and tapering to a point. The
combination of tower and spire may be called a steeple. The shapes of spires vary greatly; tall
and thin styles are often referred to as ‘Hertfordshire spikes’ although they are not confined
to Hertfordshire.The tallest local steeples are at Saffron Walden (193 feet) and Thaxted (181
feet). A few churches have a bellcote, where one or two bells hang in a small frame above
one end of the roof. Several of these were erected to replace a collapsed bell tower. Wimbish
seems to be our only parish church with no tower, spire or bellcote, following the demolition of
its tower in 1883. A few churches have unusual towers or spires including Little Dunmow’s
separate thin turret, Wareside’s octagonal bell tower and High Wych’s thin circular spire. The
spires of two churches in adjacent parishes, Ickleton and Hinxton, each have a ‘sanctus’ bell,
high up on the outside of the spire - an uncommon design feature. Next time you are out and
about, please keep an eye open for the rich variety of local church architecture. A picture of
each parish church appears amongst the thousand photos in the Society’s book, The Hundred
Parishes: An Introduction, available in tourist information centres and libraries

CLOCKTOWER
Apple Mac sales
Repairs
Service
Data rescue
Upgrades
Jute House
85a Bradford Street
Bocking, CM7 9AU
01376 340579
www.clocktower.co.uk
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A response to Angela Fardell’s article, continued from page 17
is unlikely. Just remember our unanimous decision in February 2015 in the Village Hall to
encourage the Parish Council to agree to the by-pass proposal. The by-pass/flood alleviation
scheme will be of enormous benefit to the village, but its completion will have consequences.
We will have to discuss these and even plan for them.
In conclusion, I still hope that the Parish Council will discuss the NP. They should contact other
villages like Braughing and Much Hadham to find out why they carried on with this process.
Let us remember that a NP is not only about having some influence over planning homes.
It’s about developing a vision for the future, and developing aspirations. The PC could consider
setting up a group to create this vision. There are already some big decisions to be made. The
October 2016 survey highlighted the issue of traffic speed. The ‘Drive Safe’ scheme, of which I
am a volunteer, is making progress. Many of us would like to see some traffic calming measures
along the A120 and the C15. The by-pass is now well underway. This will mean that 2 miles
of the A120 will be less busy. Can this part of the A120 be declassified from a A road to a B
road ? Can traffic calming measure be used on this stretch of road near the school ? Could this
lead to a possible working group in the near future ? Let’s keep this debate going about the
future of Little Hadham. And let’s keep that debate constructive, and sensible. While I agree
with many of Angela’s points, I hope that she will agree with my point that sentiments like
‘betrayal’ are not helpful. This emotive language will not encourage others to come forward and
help to develop the future of Little Hadham.

WOOD
BRIQUETTES

High burn temperatures,
Safe for wood burners,
Very low ash content,
Clean to handle
£3 per bag collected from
Furneux Pelham or
£5 per bag free local
delivery (min order
vapplies)

For more info please call
01279 777666 or email
janbor@btconnect.com
All prices are inclusive of VAT
charged at 5%
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A Long Sponsored Walk (also see page 3)
In early 2017 I met up with my Sri Lankan friend Anoma Alagiyawadu in
Galle, Southern Sri Lanka and we discussed the possibility of setting up a
Learning Centre in the city. The reasoning behind this idea was that in modern
SL, English is the language used in all good careers and the teenagers in the
disadvantaged areas of Galle City were not being able to access these better
paid jobs.
After much discussion, planning, fund raising and finding a suitable property
the MindGarden Learning Centre opened in July 2017, where the youngsters
could come along, free of charge, to receive tuition in improving their English
language skills.
The numbers of students attending sessions has continued to increase. We
now have over seventy 14 – 19 year olds regularly coming along. In 2018 I
spent time running science based activities, all conducted in English, as well
as developing writing skills. In March of this year Wendy and I returned to see
the progress and present certificates to all the students. We were overjoyed to
learn two girls had got employment via their MindGarden sessions.
We have now moved the centre, renting a 3 bedroom bungalow. The cost
is £134 per month rent and the monthly budget is over £180 per month.
Presently we have funds to keep this going but our main requirement is to set
up a suite of laptops and invest in an Interactive whiteboard. These are going
to cost in the region of £2000.
Consequently, I have planned a long sponsored walk, leaving Little Hadham
on 1st October and setting off for Cromer, North Norfolk, some 160 miles
away along footpaths and National trails. I shall take 9 days for this and stay
overnight in B&B’s or local pubs. I shall be meeting all expenses myself. All
donations going to MindGarden.
If you would like to sponsor me you can do this by visiting www.justgiving.com
and put MindGarden into the search box. Alternatively, you can pop a donation
around to 6, Chapel Lane and I shall add it to the account.
Thank you very much for your support.The money will be used for the technology
purchases, making it the best equipped Learning Centre in the south of the
island. I know all the students will be delighted to use a laptop for the first time!
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September 2019
St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham | St Mary’s, Albury | St Andrew’s, Much Hadham
1 Sunday				 Trinity 11
9.15 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Mary’s, Albury.
8 Sunday 			
Trinity 12
9.15 a.m. Holy Communion with Baptism at St Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 am. Holy Communion, with talk by Dinah Findley at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham 		
5.45 p.m. Refresh at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.
15 Sunday			
Trinity 13
9.15 a.m. Harvest Family Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
12.30 – 3.00 p.m. Teddy Bears’ Picnic with service at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.
25 Wednesday 		
Midweek Communion
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.
28 Saturday
4.30 p.m. Messy Church at St. Andrew’s School, Much Hadham.
29 Sunday 			
Trinity 15
9.15 a.m. Benefice Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham for all the
Churches in the Group.
We hope you will be able to attend one, or all, of the Services on offer
at St. Cecilia’s this month. A short, interesting talk by Dinah Finley on the
Dalit (Untouchables) of the Hindu caste in India or perhaps the
Teddy Bears’ Picnic with its teddy-themed activities and bring-your-own picnic?
Everyone welcome!
If you would like to find out more about the life of our church, please see our website
www.riverashchurches.org.uk

Prayer Chain
Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive prayer requests.
Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will be forwarded to
the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a period of time.
All requests will be confidential.
Please ring anytime: Janet: 842671, Karin: 771532
There have been no entries in the Register this month
Editor: Jan Finn, Jute House, 85a Bradford Street, Bocking Essex, CM7 9AU e-mails: htfp@ clocktower.co.uk

All articles for inclusion; sponsorship; and payment for advertising in the next issue
must be received by the18th of the month. (cheques payable to Little Hadham PCC)
Little Hadham Parish News is distributed free by St Cecilia’s church

