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Letter from the Rectory        Revd. Steve BateLetter from the Rectory        Revd. Steve Bate

There are two major Christian festivals coming up in June. Which are they? The 
first is Pentecost which is on 9 June this year, closely followed by Trinity Sunday 
on 16 June. Trinity Sunday is not as well-known as Christmas or Easter. It doesn’t 
celebrate a particular event like the birth of Jesus at Christmas, the resurrection 
of Jesus at Easter or the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. It’s the Sunday 
when we celebrate God’s revelation of himself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

The early Christians needed to find a way to express their experience of God and came to 
the conclusion that this one God was three persons. The word ‘Trinity’ doesn’t appear in the 
Bible but we see the idea of the Trinity emerging in it – like at the end of Matthew’s gospel 
where Jesus commands his first followers “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you.” It was around three hundred more years before the 
early church worked out how God could be one God and yet three distinct persons in unity 
with each other. 

There’s an icon that was painted by the Russian painter, Andrei Rublev and it’s now known as 
Rublev’s Icon. I’ve not attempted to provide a picture here but you can find it on the Internet 
easily enough by searching for ‘Rublev’s Icon’. On the surface, it depicts an Old Testament scene 
of the three visitors who came to Abraham but you can look at it on a different level. It portrays 
the life of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, each sharing in their life together – all one and 
yet also three. As you look at the picture it’s as if you’re drawn into it. In the middle, there’s a 
space for you and me to join in the life of God the Holy Trinity. It’s an invitation to experience 
the love of God and live out the love of God. This invitation is available through the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Son, and God the Holy Spirit empowers us to live out God’s 
love, glorifying God the Father. 

This month I’ll be accompanying a group from our churches who are being confirmed at St 
Albans Cathedral. They were baptized in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
and are now affirming their Christian faith for themselves. Like the early Christians, they’ll also 
be experiencing God at work in them and through them – the God who is one God, Father 
Son and Holy Spirit. 

If you’d like to be able to affirm this faith for yourself but have questions, you’re welcome to 
contact me for a chat. We also have regular opportunities to explore the Christian faith in a 
small group setting through our Alpha courses.

I’ll close in the words of St Paul, known today as The Grace.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all evermore.

Amen.

Every blessing
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Little	  Hadham	  Parish	  News:	  
Parish	  Annual	  Meeting	  –	  14th	  May	  2019	  
We	  had	  a	  fantastic	  turn	  out	  for	  the	  meeting	  on	  the	  14th	  May	  with	  approximately	  90	  people	  in	  attendance.	  	  
We	  had	  presentations	  from:	  Little	  Hadham	  School;	  The	  Village	  Hall;	  A120	  Bypass;	  East	  Herts	  Council	  Chief	  
Executive;	  Local	  Police	  Report;	  Little	  Hadham	  Charities;	  and	  also	  ‘Being	  a	  Little	  Hadham	  Parish	  Councillor.	  	  
Closing	  the	  meeting	  was	  a	  Review	  of	  the	  Year	  by	  the	  Chair	  of	  the	  Parish	  Council.	  	  Full	  minutes	  and	  reports	  
will	  be	  posted	  on	  the	  Parish	  Council	  website.	  

Parish	  Council	  Meetings	  
The	  Parish	  Council	  Meetings	  will	  be	  moving	  back	  to	  the	  1stTuesday	  of	  the	  month	  –	  next	  meeting	  Tuesday	  
4th	   June.	  We	  moved	   the	  meetings	   to	  make	   it	   easier	   for	   the	   outside	   attenders	   (such	   as	   the	   police,	   EH	  
Councillors)	  to	  attend.	  However,	  it	  is	  making	  it	  harder	  for	  Parish	  Councillors	  and	  members	  of	  the	  public	  to	  
attend.	  So	  apologies	  for	  another	  change	  but	  hopefully	  this	  will	  be	  the	  last.	  

New	  Councillors	  needed	  	  
The	  Council	  elections	  confirm	  we	  have	  vacancies	  at	  Parish	  Level.	  	  	  We	  have	  3	  returning	  Councillors	  and	  
now	  have	  4	  vacancies	  for	  new	  councillors	  to	  join	  the	  Parish	  Council.	  	  If	  you	  are	  interested	  in	  hearing	  more,	  
please	  contact	  the	  Clerk	  at	  clerklittlehadham@gmail.com	  or	  01920	  870809.	  	  	  

Despite	  all	  our	  hard	  work	  recruiting,	  we	  are	  still	  massively	  down	  on	  Cllr	  numbers.	  The	  Chair	  announced	  
that	  she	  would	  be	  retiring	  at	  the	  end	  of	  her	  term	  this	  month.	  However,	  you’ll	  notice	  she’s	  still	  here!	  That	  
is	   for	   the	   single	   reason	   that	   if	   she	   had	   not	   stood	   we	   would	   no	   longer	   have	   a	   Parish	   Council	   in	   Little	  
Hadham	  as	  only	  2	  councillors	  would	  have	  nominated	  themselves.	   It	  may	  sound	  dramatic	  but	  we’re	   in	  a	  
really	   dire	   situation.	   Following	   the	   meeting	   we	   are	   back	   up	   to	   4	   councillors	   (including	   the	   Chair	  
temporarily)	   out	   of	   the	   required	   7.	  We	   can	   only	  meet	   if	  we	   are	   quorate	   –	   that	  means	   3	   councillors	   in	  
attendance.	  The	  Chair	  is	  still	  planning	  to	  step	  down	  in	  the	  coming	  months	  so	  we	  desperately	  need	  4	  new	  
councillors,	  and	  someone	  with	  experience	  to	  take	  over	  the	  chair.	  	  
	  	  
Should	  we	  be	  unable	  to	  find	  local	  people	  to	  take	  on	  the	  role	  of	  Parish	  Councillor	  we	  may	  need	  to	  merge	  
with	  other	  parishes	  who	  will	   then	   take	  control	  of	  our	  precept	  and	  priorities.	  So	  please,	   if	   you	  might	  be	  
interested,	  have	  a	  chat	  with	  us.	  

What	  Does	  a	  Councillor	  Do?	  -‐	  As	  a	  councillor	  you	  have	  a	  responsibility	  to:	  	  
attend	  meetings	  when	  summoned	  to	  do	  so;	  	  consider,	  in	  advance	  of	  the	  meeting,	  the	  agenda	  and	  any	  
related	  documents	  which	  were	  sent	  to	  you	  with	  the	  summons;	  take	  part	  in	  meetings	  and	  consider	  all	  the	  
relevant	  facts	  and	  issues	  on	  matters	  which	  require	  a	  decision	  including	  the	  views	  of	  others	  expressed	  at	  
the	  meeting;	  take	  part	  in	  voting	  and	  respect	  decisions	  made	  by	  the	  majority	  of	  those	  present	  and	  voting	  •	  
ensure,	  with	  other	  councillors,	  that	  the	  council	  is	  properly	  managed	  

	  
Little	  Hadham	  Litter	  Picker	  –	  Ron	  Bunce	  
Ron	  can	  be	  seen	  every	  week,	  in	  all	  weathers,	  clearing	  our	  pavements	  and	  verges	  of	  
litter	  carelessly	  thrown	  from	  vehicles	  or	  pedestrians.	  	  If	  you	  see	  Ron	  when	  you	  
are	  out	  and	  about,	  wish	  him	  a	  good	  morning.	  	  Any	  help	  residents	  of	  the	  Parish	  
can	  provide	  by	  picking	  up	  discarded	  rubbish	  and	  placing	  in	  the	  rubbish	  bins	  (only	  
if	  safe	  to	  do	  so)	  is	  gratefully	  welcome.	  

	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  Old	  Telephone	  Box	  in	  the	  Ash	  

	  
The	  phone	  box	  in	  the	  Ash,	  now	  has	  some	  very	  nice	  new	  shelves,	  which	  makes	  it	  
easier	  to	  see	  and	  then	  select	  a	  book.	  	  This	  initiative	  is	  open	  to	  all,	  but	  please	  leave	  
a	  book	  to	  replace	  the	  one	  you	  take.	  
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Down at the doctor’s    Dr Paul Haimes

G’day folks! 

I’m back from the antipodes and raring to go; at least for a week or two!

I see Brexit is still waiting to happen and we have an all English Champions League 
final (I did manage to watch the Man City/Spurs game at 7am in NZ!) On my return 
at 1830 on Saturday 4th May I found a novel way to deal with jet lag. . . went to the 
beer festival, armed with saxophone, at the Prince of Wales and got home at 1am!!

Whilst away, we had a change in dispensary personnel. Lucy Trundle has left to pursue 
a career in another branch of the health service and we wish her well, although she 
may well be putting in an appearance to help us out from time to time, especially 
on Saturday mornings. Her replacement is Katie Munn, an experienced dispenser we 
poached from across the border at Princess Alexandra Hospital. 

Despite being 11,000 miles away I did receive an e-mail concerning a recent case of 
Measles at PAH over Easter weekend. This is just one of a number of cases and NHS 
England will be writing to those people who have not been fully immunised. We have 
ordered extra vaccine.

So, back to the grindstone. . .

     
Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
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Another successful Plant Sale/Coffee morning last month. Thanks to all who 
helped set up, sell, clear up, brought plants to sell and made cakes and to all 
of you who bought the plants.  Approx £544 was raised.

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 11th June and the subject is ‘Tips on showing at 
the Autumn Show’. Doors open 7.45 for 8.00pm. Everyone welcome, members 
free, non-members £3. Refreshments included. 

Don’t forget our outings to ‘Dragons’ at Boyton Cross on Friday 21st June and 
to 35 Digswell Road, Welwyn Garden City on Friday 19th July. We will meet in 
the Village Hall car park to car share at 9.45am for Dragons and 10.15am 
for 35 Digswell Road. Please contact Anne on 771564 or Karin on 771532 to 
book your place.

Don’t forget the Autumn Show on Sunday 1st September. Pickles and Chutneys 
need to be 3 months old, also clear cellophane tops for jams and marmalades.

Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club

ALL TREEWORK

HEDGES

STUMP REMOVAL

SEASONED LOGS

WOOD CHIPPINGS

KINDLING

FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY INSURED
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Village Hall News      Jan Williamson

In February we held a Social Prescribing Fayre which brought many support groups from 
across East Herts together to promote their respective fields of expertise. We can now proudly 
present the first edition of our Social Prescribing diary, which will span events across the area 
to enable all our communities to access many social events that are good for Health and 
Wellbeing. 

At the Parish Assembly on 14th May there was a good selection of stands from the organisations 
that use our hall.  These included one for the Village Hall itself, and we had our architect’s latest 
plans for the hall’s refurbishment on display. Moving forward, we still have to make some final 
adjustments but we are now close to submitting our plans for planning permission. When we 
have reached this stage we will put the final plans on display in the hall.

Also at the Parish Assembly Mike Smith promoted the launch of “The Red Chair Film Club”, 
which was one of the outcomes the village asked for in our survey last year. A small but 
dedicated team has working hard over the last few months to bring this to fruition.  The Red 
Chair Film Club will open its doors on Saturday 1st June for its first screening, the old favourite 
“Some Like it Hot”, which is a light-hearted comedy starring Marilyn Monroe, Tony Curtis and 
Jack Lemmon. The doors open at 7.00pm and the film will start at 7.30pm. If you are interested 
in joining the club please contact Jan Williamson 01279 771272 or email chairvillagehall@
littlehadham.org.uk and you can book your seat at our launch.  The cost for membership is 
£15.00 per year. However the first event is a free taster and we will offer refreshments to help 
the evening along. (However donations are always welcome and if you feel you would like to 
show your appreciation all funds raised will go towards covering our initial costs club.) The first 
official event for those who join the club will be “Mary Poppins” (2018 version) on Thursday 
11th  July. The doors will open at 7.00 for a start at 7.30pm.  Future dates will be sent out to 
members of the club once they have subscribed.  Initially we will be using borrowed equipment, 
but if the cinema club is to succeed, we will need to purchase our own equipment so we need 
to demonstrate that it is being well supported in order to successfully apply for grants.

We have three new classes starting in the hall:

• Potalas Yoga and meditation which is held on Wednesdays at 12.30 – 1.30 pm.  If 
you haven’t been before come at 12.15 to register with Ian Macclesfield.  For information 
about this class please contact Ian on 07722 157929 email potalayoga@mail.com 

• “Art from the Start” for beginners (more advanced also welcome) is coming to us on 
Tuesday 25th June 1.00pm -3.00pm. Materials supplied as an introduction, first lesson free. 
For further information please contact Peter Temple 01279 771421

• Lastly we have a new Sakata Judo class run by David Chastell so if you are interested 
ring 07931 646860 and David will be happy to tell you all about it.  He is hoping to run an 
adult class as well as for children. 
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Memories of Little Hadham, 1900 -1914,
written in 1966 by Mr Fredk. George Harris, aged 70)

The Ash Bridge

The Ash Bridge being built 1919-1920. It was a ford before that 
with a foot bridge on the South side with a high wall each 
side running back to about two feet high with a iron Fence 
running on the top.  The Foot bridge is now at Braughing Ford 
it being carried there in two parts.
The Council men and Walter Gillett local builder building 
the bridge. James Parker and Fred G Harris [see above]finishing 
the cement work off. Also helping with the Fences and Kerbs.
There are three bottles of beer and one with all the names 
inside in the wall near to the Bridge House. The Ford before 
the bridge was a drinking place for Cattle and Horses passing 
through also Steam Engines the Pond then was open to the road 
and all through the winter water flowed over the road because 
live springs were active far up north field. The road being 
frozen over at times.

Specialists in:
• Aeration
• Scarification
• Moss control
• Weed control
• Fertiliser application

Locally based just call, 
John on 07725415826

www.supalawns.com
info@supalawns.com
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STARTING  with ART..
Lessons for beginners....just come along 

and enjoy..materials  supplied as an 
introduction to the course. 
T he first lesson is FREE !

  PLACE.....Little  Hadham Village Hall. 
DATE.........Tuesday 25th June

TIME..........1pm to 3 PM.
Contact..Peter  Temple.

 01279 771 421

Luxury Toilet Hire (UK) Ltd

Whether you are arranging a wedding, 
private party or corporate event, let 

Luxury Toilet Hire (UK) Ltd 
provide you with the perfect toilet 

facility to make your occasion a 
memorable success.

Tel: 01279 504638 or 01371 873003 
Web: www.luxurytoilethireltd.co.uk
Email: info@luxurytoilethire.co.uk

We also hire out mobile fridge 
and freezer trailers.
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Pressure to advance women’s rights had been 
building since the Great Reform Act of 1832 
and towards the end of the 19C women were 
starting to enter the professions and could vote 
in local elections.  However, by the turn of the 

century, some women disillusioned with lack of progress started to campaign using civil 
disobedience and direct militant action. Elizabeth Eastwood’s presentation focussed on 
two women with connections to Hertfordshire who exemplified these two approaches.  
The role of upper class women to both was noticeable.

Constance Bulwer-Lytton was born at Knebworth the daughter of the 1st Earl Lytton.  In 
1905 she met Cristobel Pankhurst and joined her sister Emily’s militant “Women’s Social 
and Political” movement the “Suffragettes”.  Constance marched on Parliament and other 
parts of the country, chained herself to railings etc.  She was imprisoned 4 times and 
carved the letter V (votes for women) on her breast whilst in Holloway Prison.  She adopted 
the name Jane Warton to ensure that she would be force fed whilst on hunger strike in 
Walton prison.  On release she returned to Knebworth in a terrible state of ill health.  She 
subsequently campaigned for prison reform, but died aged 54 possibly a result of her 
being force fed.  Meanwhile the acts of civil disobedience escalated - arson, shop windows 
being smashed, letters destroyed etc, only to be stopped by the advent of WW1.  

By contrast Mary Ward (nee Arnold) was a well known novelist who became the founding 
President of the “Women’s  National Anti-Suffrage League”.  She worked hard to improve 
the education of women and the poor. Her family were very well connected with literary 
circles, including the well known poet Matthew Arnold and the Huxley family.  Mary 
married Humphrey Ward a fellow of Brasenose College, Oxford and whilst there learned 5 
languages.  She became very involved in the foundation of Summerville College for Women 
and was secretary of its Council when it opened in 1879.  In the early 1880’s she started 
the Settlement Movement as a response to urban poverty and social problems.  Her 
philosophy to the women’s cause was very much aimed at advancement by education.  
Mary Ward Settlements, which are still evident today had much influence on the education 
of poor children.  In 1910 she moved to “Stocks” near Tring, where ironically Hugh Heffner 
of Playboy fame later set up one of his “establishments”.  A very good talk illustrating two 
very different approaches to women’s suffrage.  One can speculate which would have 
been the most successful had War not intervened.      

Forthcoming Meetings: Please remember that our Programme and any late Changes are 
on our Web site under the Heading “Events”

Mon 10th Jun 2019 @ 8:00pm: Green Room, Much Hadham, Village Hall.

“History of Timing by the Sun” by Mike Clark

Mon July 15, 20 or 29 Date to be finalised: Green Room, Much Hadham, Village Hall.  
Planned talk “Evacuees at Much Hadham” by Cristina Harrison

www.thehadhamshistorysociety.org.uk    Mike Clark 
84213
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News from the Gardens of Easton Lodge Preservation Trust

We had a lovely sunny day for our June Open Day last year, so we are hoping for the same 
again, on 23 June for this year’s Fun Day for Dogs.

Annette Boreham, of Take the Lead, Essex dog training club, is helping us organise the day 
again, to build on the success of last year’s inaugural day.  The show will include classes to judge 
the best puppy, best veteran, prettiest bitch; handsomest dog; waggiest tail; and the dog the 
judges would most want to take home with them! There will be an agility ring and stalls for gifts 
for dogs or their owners. We’re sure the show will be just what the Countess of Warwick would 
have liked, as she loved her dogs, was herself a breeder of Collies and Japanese Spaniels and 
actively supported dog shows in Warwick. 

The Gardens should be looking at their best in June too. The borders and the beds in the walled 
kitchen garden will have filled out and the foxgloves will be in full flower in the informal areas 
of the Gardens. The first vegetables and soft fruit should be available for sale – and for fruit 
cakes too! 

The gate will open at 11.30; and we will have our usual refreshments – hot and cold drinks and 
of course bacon and cheese rolls and homemade cakes. For further details, see our website: 
www.eastonlodge.co.uk  

Jill Goldsmith, May 2019

 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk

 

WOOD 
BRIQUETTES 

      
High burn temperatures, 
Safe for wood burners, 
Very low ash content, 

Clean to handle 
 
£3 per bag collected from 

Furneux Pelham or  
£5 per bag free local 
delivery (min order 

vapplies)  
 

For more info please call  
01279 777666 or email 
janbor@btconnect.com  

 
All prices are inclusive of VAT 

charged at 5% 
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Coming soon

1 Sat, Launch of the Red Chair Film Club 
@ LHVH, showing a free film. Doors open 
7.00pm for start at 7.30pm.  Complimentary 
refreshments. Join on the night, or in advance 
by contacting the membership secretary at 
 redchaircinema@littlehadhamvillagehall.com

4 Tue, Parish Council Meeting, 8pm, first 
Tuesday of the mont.

5  Wed, Music to movement for the more 
mature movers every Wednesday 10–11am.

5  Wed, Potala Yoga, 12.30 - 13.30.

6 Thur, Traditional Afternoon Tea, to be held on 
the first Thursday of the month., 3 - 5pm.  Free of 
charge, - donations welcome.

7 Fri Fancy Feet ballet, tap and street dance 
every Friday 3.30pm.  Call 07538262835.

7 Fri,  Ballet Barre 6-6.45pm every Friday 
for mature adults; improves balance 
and muscle strengthening. https://www.
buntingfordfilmclub.org

10 Mon Hadhams’ History Society@ 
8:00pm: Green Room, Much Hadham, Village 
Hall. “History of Timing by the Sun” by Mike 
Clark

11 Tue, LH &A Garden Club, 7.45 for 8pm, 
‘Tips on showing at the Autumn Show’ 
Doors open 7.45 for 8.00pm. Everyone 
welcome, members free, non-members £3. 
Refreshments included.

12 Wed,  Coffee Morning,  second Wed of 
the month, 9.30 - 11.30.

12  Wed, Potala Yoga, 12.30 - 1.30pm..

 14 Fri U3A meeting 3pm, Memorial Hall 
Sawbridgeworth, We meet on the second 
Friday of every month . For more details you 
can contact our Membership Secretary, John 
Dickenson on 01279 722297

16  Sun,  Welwyn Festival 44 Mill Lane, 

Welwyn, AL6 9ET – 2pm  Open gardens 
with tea served in aid of Isabel Hospice! Join 
us on the 16th June from 2pm - 5:30pm 
for the Welwyn Festival! Open gardens with 
tea served at The Mill House in Welwyn.  
This is an enthusiast’s walled garden with 
herbaceous borders, potager, parterre and 
the Mill Race! You don’t want to miss out! For 
more information contact Renne by email 
renee_friend@msn.com

20 Thur, 3rd Thursday Lunch,a light, but 
delicious lunch is served in the Village Hall 
for a donation, from 12.30.  Friends and 
neighbours meet here regularly for a chat 
and catch-up on all the news! 
Hadhams’ History Society, 7pm at Braughing 
Ford for A Walk Around Braughing led by 
Sheila  White.     Mike Clark 842131.

21 Fri, Garden Club Outing to ‘Dragons’ at 
Boyton Cross .  See page 5. 

27 Thur, Whist Drive, last Thursday of the 
month..  If you would like to learn how to play 
whist, contact Mrs Ross Barron on on 771694.

free, non-members £3. Refreshments included. 

29 Sat, Farmers’ Market, 8.30 - 11.30am.

last Saturday of the month.

What’s on in June             in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated

July 19 Garden Club Outing
Sept 1 Garden Club Autumn Show
Mon July Hadhams’ Hist Soc.15, 20 or 29 
Date to be finalised: Green Room, Much 
Hadham, Village Hall.  Planned talk “Evacuees 
at Much Hadham” by Cristina Harrison.
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Red Chair Cinema LaunchSaturday 1st June doors open @ 7.00pmFilm showingSome Like it Hot (comedy)Phone Jan Williamson 01279 771272 orEmail chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.ukTo book your seat
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Home-Start
Do you have a passion to help local families overcome times of special difficulty?
Home-Start Royston & South Cambridgeshire needs more Trustees, and this passion, coupled 
with common sense, is what links everyone who works to achieve the remarkable successes 
of this local charity.  Our professional approach enables us to respond to referrals from many 
other agencies in the local community including health care, education, local authority, and to 
requests from parents.  The range of issues includes:  -  An isolated single parent with two young 
children, fleeing domestic abuse-  A family with five children, mother unable to leave the house 
due to anxiety and panic attacks  -  A child with Autistic Spectrum Condition, mum feeling very 
isolated and judged unable to leave the house  Our statistics show that the weekly support 
from our well-trained Volunteers helps restore confidence and control, leading to improved 
health and family relationships.  As an early intervention service, we help families ‘get back 
on track’, thus often preventing or reducing the need for statutory services or for a child to go 
into care.  We estimate it costs £1500 a year to provide a Volunteer, whereas it costs around 
£3,000 a week, or £156,000 year, to fund a child in residential care.  Good governance is key 
to providing this essential service and we provide a comprehensive induction programme for 
new trustees.  We particularly need people with Finance, IT, HR, Social Media and Fundraising 
expertise; however, whatever your background, if you are keen to help us continue to make a real 
difference to the lives of local families, we would love to hear from you.
For an informal chat, please contact Maureen Brierley, our Chair of Trustees, on 01763 262 262
http://www.hsrsc.co.uk/ 	  
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Excellent opportunities for pupils 
aged 3-11 years

Care provision from 
7.45am to 6.30pm.

Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

for more details
A ‘Good’ schoolthat nurtures a love 

for learning  OFSTED 2018
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk
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n	 Will Writing
n	 Lasting Power of Attorney
n	 	Inheritance Tax and

Care Home Fee Planning
n	 Advance Directives (Living Wills)
n	 Funeral Plans
n	 Advice & assistance with Probate

NATIONAL WILLS
& PROBATE SERVICES

We are based in Braughing and offer free initial 
consultations in the comfort of your own home.

www.nwpsltd.co.uk

Tel: 01920 823096 
Email: info@nwpsltd.co.uk

 
 
 
 

 

Adult Ballet Barre  

EVERY FRIDAY FROM 4PM  

LITTLE HADHAM VILLAGE HALL 

CALL NOW ON  

07538262835 
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Talking Bowls –––––––or something
The past few months has been a busy time for our Maintenance squad. Many 
of the paving slabs surrounding the Green needed re-laying for H&S reasons 
and the heavy work has resulted in some of the squad secretly admiring their 
re-toned pecs and biceps - others, nursing aching backs, wishing they had never 
volunteered in the first place!  But, as the Club captain keeps assuring all, hard 
work and exercise are great for healthy longevity.

The problem highlighted at the end of last season with the edging boards 
collapsing around  the Green,  piled on the pressure as the contractor was 
unable to undertake this specialist work until  this coming November. Many of 
the edges could not wait that long so  the squad has also  been required to 
turn  hands to some lengthy temporary repairs to enable the Green to be used  
this season. Well done to them all for we were able to open the Green in time 
for the sunny Easter days which delighted everyone.

 We will of course still need to raise a few thousand pounds to cover that 
contractor’s bill  -  wonder if the EU would still be of a mind to consider a grant?

Outside competitions are now underway and our newer members are fully 
involved and thoroughly enjoying bowls life. We are picking up some useful wins 

 
 
 
 
 
 

J.Marshall Pest Solutions Ltd 
 
For those looking for a Fast, Professional, Safe 
Efficient more permanent Pest Solution 
 
Rats and Mice, Moles, Wasps, Flies, Bed Bugs Etc 
Locally based 
Please call John on 07725 415826 or  
01279 844956 
Email: marshallj68@me.com 
RSPH/BPCA Certified, NPTA member  

O.P.I, Jane Iredale Makeup, Shellac & LVL 

         APPLE MAC    

REPAIRS                UPGRADES

     SERVICE                 DATA RESCUE        

INKS  IPHONES

Clocktower

85a Bradford Street, Bocking CM7 9AU

01376 340579

www.clocktower.co.uk

continued on next page
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but not sure about winning “pots” this year but the way the newcomers are 
shaping we will certainly be in the hunt next season.

 Our OPEN DAY this year was on Sunday 19 May (6days after writing this) so 
will report  next time. Last years’ was a great success,  enjoyed by all including 
families and secured some new members so we are hoping this year will be 
as successful. 

Sadly, as with every year, age takes its toll or people move away and we lose 
a few members. Most keep in touch which is good but we still miss them “on 
the green”. It also means we are always looking for new blood, experienced or 
otherwise, to keep our club vibrant on the social front as well as the bowling.  So 
if you missed the Open Day come along on a Wednesday evening say around 
6.00pm or so and try your hand and  look us over. The Green is probably 
“bowling” at its best for some years so “come on in”.

 This Wednesday perhaps?      Jack
Much Hadham Bowling Club. Recreation Ground SG10 6DL. Enquiries 01279 842637 

Have a Hadham.

Talking bowls, continued from page 16
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SSE News PRESS RELEASE – 29 APRIL 2019

SHEER INCOMPETENCE FROM START TO FINISH
Uttlesford District Council (‘UDC’) has at last conceded that it cannot grant final approval to 
the current Stansted Airport planning application before the local elections on Thursday 2nd 
May.  

The current Conservative administration had intended to rush through final approval of the 
Airport planning application last Friday (26th April) but has been prevented from doing so.  At 
the end of an Extraordinary Council Meeting at UDC’s Saffron Walden offices last Thursday 
evening (25th April) a procedural motion, put forward by Residents for Uttlesford (‘R4U’) 
councillors, supported by Liberal Democrats and two out of the 20 Conservative councillors 
present, foiled the current administration’s attempt to approve the planning application before 
the local elections on 2nd May.

SSE Chairman Peter Sanders commented:  “It is beyond comprehension why our own local 
council wanted to rush through approval of this planning application by accepting a totally 
inadequate package of local safeguards and community benefits.  The draft Section 106 
Agreement which contained the proposed safeguards and benefits did not even meet the 
minimum requirements set down by the Council’s own Planning Committee.”    

Ahead of the meeting SSE had provided all UDC councillors with detailed briefing notes 
explaining the legal deficiencies in the proposed Section 106 Agreement and demonstrating 
that many of the proposals put forward by Stansted Airport, which the current UDC 
administration were prepared to accept, were grossly inferior to comparable arrangements at 
other major UK airports. 

Peter Sanders added: “Thankfully, there will now be an opportunity to look at this afresh in a 
less frenzied atmosphere after the local elections have run their course, whatever that course 
may be.” 

Urging councillors to reject any further delay in issuing final approval to Stansted Airport, 
Council Leader Howard Rolfe told councillors at Thursday night’s meeting that accepting the 
motion would most likely lead to a charge of non-determination with “a potential cost even as 
much as £1 million”. 

“If that were to be the case”, concluded Peter Sanders, “the fault would lie entirely at the 
Council’s own door. This planning application has been incompetently handled from start to 
finish.  It was always far too complex to be dealt with locally.  It should have been passed to 
the Secretary of State for national consideration at the very outset.” 

Meanwhile, SSE continues to press ahead with its High Court proceedings with the aim of 
forcing either the Transport Secretary or the Communities Secretary (or both) to take direct 
charge of the current Stansted Airport planning application.  The Judge is expected to announce 
dates for the Judicial Review case at the next update hearing on 23rd May.  
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Rural Ramblings           Cherry Mardell

The RSPCA is organising a Family Fun Day on One Day across the 
RSPCA – the date is 16th June, 2019.  The Herts East Branch are 

holding their Fun Day at Dog-Ease, Greenbury Paddocks, Barley Croft 
End, Furneux Pelham, SG9 0JJ, from 10.30 to 3pm. Admission £2 per 
adult, children free.  As well as stalls to browse, there will be a Dog 

Show, with numerous classes i.e., Prettiest Bitch, Most Handsome Dog, 
Best Trick, Best in Show etc., and a Raffle.  Do come along and show 
off your Doggie Best Friend. All the money raised on the day will be 

used by the Branch to support animals in their area.

RSPCA Fun Day 16 June

It has been what only can be described as a rotten month. It is one that my long- suffering 
husband has described as having “ a three legged dog and a one legged wife”. After six months 
of waiting, fighting to get a new hip, I finally made it to a long suffering hospital which was 
prepared to give me that new hip, despite my not-so-perfect heart. Don’t kid yourselves about 
this operation. It is major surgery and for the likes of me, long gone from the time when things 
healed quickly and efficiently, it has been hard work. However, I’m now on one crutch and can 
see the future with a slightly rosier hue. For anyone contemplating such an operation, may I 
give you one piece of advice.... buy yourselves two or even three of those ‘grabbers’ which can 
pick up most things from the floor... an area currently  out of bounds to people like me! Then 
distribute said grabbers around the house so you are never too far from one. Husbands are 
never there when you need them to rescue the vital item and I have been reduced to sobbing 
with frustration.

For the past 20 years I think it is fair to say that I have been a pretty good wife, cooking 
almost all the time, washing, ironing and generally keeping a fairly untidy house. It was been 
an enormous learning curve for ‘him indoors’. He has now mastered the oven, can cook most 
ready prepared offerings (mainly from Tesco) and, one night, even cooked a delicious pork joint 
with all the trimmings. “I’m getting the hang of it” he was heard to say the other day.

Just as we were coming up for air, our elderly Lab snapped  a crucial tendon. She has already 
had one major operation only six months ago which gave her a new lease of life. And now this! 
So it has been back to the vet’s for another, even more serious op, which requires her to do 
virtually nothing for the next two or three months except stagger around on her three good 
legs and collapse in a heap beside us.

 By the time you read this I will have reached one of those birthdays usually celebrated merely 
because you are never quite sure if you’ll make the next one! Brandishing my one crutch and 
a bottle of plonk, I intend to enjoy myself .There’s life in this old dog yet... and hopefully for the 
other old dog too!
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SSE News PRESS RELEASE – 6 MAY 2019

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR A FRESH APPROACH
An electoral tsunami swept through Uttlesford last Thursday as the local community left no 
doubt as to its dissatisfaction with the incumbent administration.  The Conservatives retained 
just 4 out of their 24 seats, making this proportionately the largest loss by any ruling party in 
any District Council in the entire country.

The five members of the Council’s Planning Committee who voted in favour of the Stansted 
Airport planning application last November are no longer councillors, whereas the five who 
voted against were all re-elected. 

The leader of Uttlesford District Council (UDC) sought to blame Brexit but it was far more 
than that.  This was a deeply unpopular administration which attached greater priority to the 
commercial interests of Manchester Airports Group than to the wellbeing of local residents.  
There is no doubt that the controversial Local Plan was another reason for the catastrophic 
losses suffered by the Conservative group.

Many of the members of the public who spoke out on behalf of their communities at recent 
Council meetings to voice their concerns about airport expansion and other matters have 
now been elected as full members of the Council, replacing those who refused to listen.  Stop 
Stansted Expansion (SSE) congratulates all of them and looks forward to re-establishing a 
constructive dialogue with the Council. 

SSE Chairman Peter Sanders commented:  “I very much regret the fact that our relationship 
with UDC has been strained in recent times as a result of the Council’s mishandling of the 
current Stansted Airport planning application.  We now have a change of administration and I 
am optimistic that this will allow us, once again, to have a cordial and business-like relationship 
with the Council.  This is an opportunity for a fresh approach.” 

YOUR ADVERT HERE
Show your product or service 
to more than 500 homes in the 

parish of Little Hadham
1/8 A5   £7.50/month
1/4 A5  £13.50/month

BUT
12 months for the price of ten
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The Hundred Parishes      www.hundredparishes.org.uk

One of the aims of The Hundred Parishes Society is to raise awareness of our rich and diverse 
local heritage. It is exceptionally preserved in the rural and town landscapes handed down 
by past generations and there is also a rich vein of local history, culture, customs and legends. 
Amongst the legends is a couple concerning dragons.
Henham’s dragon is commemorated on the village sign and in the name of its parish magazine, 
The Henham Dragon. The appearance of this “flying serpent” was reported in a pamphlet 
published in 1669. The creature was described as eight or nine feet long, having been seen by 
several men. In recent times, the legend has been dismissed as a 17th-century hoax, while local 
Saffron Brewery produces a Flying Serpent beer to celebrate the story.
Where there were dragons there were also dragon slayers. We all know St George, whose 
slaying of the beast has been painted and sculpted many times. I can think of only one such 
image within the Hundred Parishes: in Bartlow church where conservation of a 15th-century 
wall painting revealed the dragon but not St George. I would be interested to learn of other 
images of dragons or St George within the Hundred Parishes. 
A local dragon slayer, Piers Shonks, died in 1086 AD and lies at peace in an ancient tomb 
within the wall of Brent Pelham parish church. There is a brief account of his story, and why 
he is buried in the wall, in the Hundred Parishes book and on www.hundredparishes.org.uk 
within the parish page for Brent Pelham and Meesden.  There you will also find a link to a 
Hertfordshire Archives account and audio recording of the legend of Piers Shonks.
Do enjoy our local area – and keep an eye open for dragons.      Ken McDonald, Secretary

Bartlow Church dragon painting.

Piers Shonks’ tomb in Brent Pelham

Henham village sign
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MICK’S CARPENTRY 
& PLASTERING 

SERVICES
Clean & Reliable

All Plastering, Artexing, 
Coving & Rendering 

undertaken.  Also Doors, 
Locks, Laminate Flooring, 
Repairs & Refurbishments, 

Fencing & Decking.
Tel: 01279 758708

Mob: 07811 141275

CLOCKTOWER

Apple Mac sales
Repairs
Service

Data rescue
Upgrades

Jute House
85a Bradford Street
Bocking, CM7 9AU

01376 340579
www.clocktower.co.uk



Editor : Jan Finn, Jute House, 85a Bradford Street, Bocking Essex, CM7 9AU e-mails:  htfp@clocktower.co.uk
All articles for inclusion; sponsorship; and payment for advertising in the next issue

must be received by the18th of the month.  (cheques payable to Little Hadham PCC) 
Little Hadham Parish News is distributed free by St Cecilia’s church

Prayer Chain
Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive prayer requests.

Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will be forwarded to 
the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a period of time. 

All requests will be confidential.
Please ring anytime:  Janet: 842671,  Karin: 771532

Sunday 2nd   Easter 7
 9.15 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
 11.15 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Mary’s, Albury

Sunday 9th   Pentecost
 9.15 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
 11.15 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

 5.45 p.m. Refresh at St. Mary’s, Braughing.

Sunday 16th   Trinity Sunday
 9.15 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
 11.15 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Mary’s, Albury.

Sunday 23rd   Trinity 1
 9.15 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
 10.00 a.m. Celebration of Women’s Ministry at St. Michael’s, Bishop’s Stortford.

    NO Messy Church on Saturday, 24th.

Wednesday 26th   Midweek Communion
 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion, Book of Common Prayer, at St. Cecilia’s,Little Hadham.

Sunday 30th   Trinity 2
	 11.15	a.m.	Benefice	Holy	Communion	at	St.	Mary’s,	Albury	for	all	the	Ash	and
 Quin Valley Churches.  

June 2019 
St Cecilia’s,  Little Hadham  |  St Mary’s,  Albury  |  St Andrew’s,  Much Hadham

We hope you will join us at any of the Services at St. Cecilia’s, but
especially at the Celebration of Women’s Ministry at St. Michael’s Church

in Bishop’s Stortford.  This is particularly special as we celebrate with gratitude
the ministry, dedication to service and hard work of 

Rev. June Knight from Albury.

The Benefice Service for Ash & Quin Group of Churches is at St. Mary’s, Albury at 11.15 a.m.  
We expect a full church so come early!


