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Letter from the Rectory        Revd. Steve BateLetter from the Rectory        Revd. Steve Bate

I’m writing just before Easter having spent some time away with a few thousand 
other people. Our small group joined Christians from across the country and 
beyond for Spring Harvest 2019.

Spring Harvest is a unique break for people of all ages – a festival and conference, 
with plenty worship and learning, and space to encounter God. It takes place at 
three locations including our choice of Minehead. Each year’s gathering has a particular theme 
and this year’s theme was prayer. There was something for everyone, whether you’d been used 
to praying for years or were new to the idea of praying. I came back encouraged to keep on 
praying, to keep deepening my relationship with God in prayer. It’s been said that prayer is 
what we were made for – to enjoy a relationship with God, and Jesus encouraged his followers 
to pray. Before he introduced them to The Lord’s Prayer, Jesus said to them: “And when you pray, 
go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father.” Many of us find it helpful to have a 
particular place where we can settle down to pray. For me, it’s an old sofa in my study. It’s good 
to set aside a special place and time to pray but we can pray at any time and in any place, we 
can pray alone or we can pray with others. Prayer changes us - we can be changed as we place 
our trust in God and his good purposes for us. But there’s more. God doesn’t just change us but 
brings change to the people and situations we pray for. An Archbishop of Canterbury, William 
Temple once said “When I pray coincidences happen. When I stop praying the coincidences 
stop happening”. Prayer changes us and as we pray God changes things. God loves us, God 
loves to hear our prayers and loves to answer our prayers.  

From 30 May to 9 June this year, Christians throughout the world will be praying individually 
and together as part of the ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ global wave of prayer. The aims are that 
everyone who joins in will deepen their relationship with Jesus Christ, that they will pray for the 
Holy Spirit to be at work in the lives of those they know, and that they will see every aspect of 
their lives as the stuff of prayer.  As we pray in our own churches, we’ll be praying along with 
churches from over sixty-five different denominations in one hundred and fourteen countries 
around the world. As we pray, we’ll be expecting to be changed by God and seeing God change 
things.

How might we be changed by God and see God change things? Archbishop Justin Welby said: 
“In praying ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ we all commit to playing our part in the renewal of the nations 
and the transformation of communities.” What might that look like here?

Every blessing
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Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club

Red Cross Open Gardens

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 21st May and the subject is ‘Irises’.  Doors open 
7.45 for 8.00pm. Everyone welcome, members free, non-members £3. Refreshments 
included. Don’t forget our Plant Sale on Saturday 4th May.  When tidying your garden, 
pot up any extra plants that are not wanted and bring them along on the day.

We have an array of lovely gardens opening in Hertfordshire between May and 
September.  Pick up a brochure from libraries, tourist info centres or contact Cathy 
Curtis directly who will be delighted to post one to you.   You can also view the open 
gardens on www.redcross.org.uk/opengardens  Maybe you have lovely garden that 
you might like to open for the Red Cross next year.  Garden owners find it very 
rewarding seeing others appreciate their efforts.  Do call Cathy for a chat.  01992 
585969  ccurtis@redcross.org.uk.

     
Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
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‘Thank you’ from Home-Start Royston & South Cambridgeshire to the local community

We often write to tell you how we help local families overcome times of personal difficulty 
and you respond generously to our requests for financial and practical help to achieve this.  
Now, we would just like to say a huge ‘Thank You’ to everyone who supported our ‘Celebrating 
Voices Concert’ in March.    Firstly, thank you to Linda Bance of ‘Play Music Play’ http://www.
playmusicplay.co.uk/groupdetails.shtml.  Linda’s inspiration and guidance took four local choirs 
through to a tuneful and immensely enjoyable evening.  The choirs were: ‘Foxton Singers’ led by 
Philip Atkin, ‘Reed St Mary’s Church Choir’ led by Helen Holliday, ‘Ad Hoc’ led by James Hobro 
and ‘Womensing’ led by Linda.  Indeed, Linda had initiated the idea of a pop-up women’s choir 
for new singers and nearly fifty ladies, aged between 13 and 80, took to the stage for their 
first – and very popular – performance.
Local author Sarah Harrison was a warm and entertaining host and the community singing 
encouraged everyone to ‘have a go’.  We were sad not to be able to perform as planned in St 
John’s Church in Royston and we wish them well in the speedy restoration of the lovely building.  
Meridian School quickly rescued us by offering the use of their superb facilities and giving us 
wonderful support.  Many people, including a very appreciative audience, helped to make the 
evening a success and we would like to thank you all.
Linda Bance’s ‘Womensing’ choir, kindly donated almost £1,000 from their weekly contributions and this, 
together with the proceeds of the event raised over £3,300!  And we shall hear more treats from them 
in future as the ladies have voted to become ‘Home-Start Royston & South Cambridgeshire’s Choir’ !

ALL TREEWORK

HEDGES

STUMP REMOVAL

SEASONED LOGS

WOOD CHIPPINGS

KINDLING

FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY INSURED
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Village Hall News      Jan Williamson

The month of April started with an interesting talk on Victorian Gothic Architecture by David 
Willett followed by our open kitchen coffee morning on the 2nd Wednesday of the month.  We 
would however like to apologise for the confusion of our afternoon tea run by Wendy Forgham 
which was cancelled at the last minute due to an error with our bookings.  Wendy did manage 
to open the kitchen the following week which was well attended. Unfortunately for Wendy the 
1st Thursday in May is local elections and the Village Hall is used as a polling station so the 
next date for Traditional Afternoon Tea will be June 6th between 3-5 pm .

After our first meeting to hold a village fete alongside the Hadfest it became clear that we 
have left planning far too late to put together such a large event.  With so few people on our 
committee we have to be realistic about what we can achieve, so with regret we have decided 
to only go ahead with The Hadfest.  We will let you know what the events and timings of the 
day will be in a later newsletter.     Thank you to everyone who is supporting Little Hadham 
Village Hall Refurbishment Project through EHC lottery www.easthertslottery.co.uk  we are  2 
tickets away from our 1st goal. We have had some wins in Little Hadham! 

We have had further meetings with our Architect and are now waiting for final plans to be presented 
for our new storage area. I hope that we will have the plans to show you by the time The Parish 
Assembly takes place on 14th May in the Village Hall.  We will also have an update and launch date 
for the Film Club.  If you have any queries or comments about Village Hall matters please contact 
Jan Williamson chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk or phone 01279 771272

Specialists in:
• Aeration
• Scarification
• Moss control
• Weed control
• Fertiliser application

Locally based just call, 
John on 07725415826

www.supalawns.com
info@supalawns.com
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FLANDERS & SWANN AFTERNOON 
TEA

Sunday 19th May, 
in Steeple Morden Village Hall, 

29 Hay Street, Steeple Morden, Nr 
Royston, SG8 0NQ
3.00 to 5.00 pm

for Home-Start Royston
ENJOY AFTERNOON TEA WHILST 

LISTENING TO MUSIC BY 
FLANDERS & SWANN

To book 
please ring: 01763 262262
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Excellent opportunities for pupils 
aged 3-11 years

Care provision from 
7.45am to 6.30pm.

Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

for more details
A ‘Good’ schoolthat nurtures a love 

for learning  OFSTED 2018
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

X
Antiques Fair

Antiques Fair
an established fair known for its 
wide range of quality antiques, 

jewellery, Victoriana, china, glass, 
pictures, prints and lots more.

Sunday May 12
9.30 - 4.00

Little Hadham Village Hall
(signposted off the A120 between
Puckeridge & Bishop’s Stortford)

Admission £1

Free on production of this advert
Refreshments & Hot meals 

available
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Airport Expansion   (follow blue text)

CRUNCH COUNCIL MEETING ON 25 APRIL  

Uttlesford District Council (UDC) has been forced to arrange an Extraordinary Council Meeting 
(ECM) for Thursday 25th April to consider whether the final decision on the Stansted Airport 
Planning Application should be delayed until after the local elections on 2 May.   The meeting 
has been forced on the Council by a requisition in the form of a petition signed by councillors 
from all three political parties.  

The position is that the final Decision Notice for the Stansted Airport Planning Application 
cannot be issued until a Section 106 Agreement, setting out the local benefits to be provided 
by Stansted Airport in return for its planning permission, has been signed and sealed.   The 
Council has now agreed that it will not issue a Decision Notice prior to the ECM on 25 April.

The current administration claims that it is purely a matter for officers to finalise the Section 
106 Agreement and it wants the Planning Approval to be finalised before the local elections on 
2 May.  However, the councillors who have signed the requisition believe that the final decision 
should not be taken until after the local elections, in order to allow the new administration an 
opportunity to review the Section 106 Agreement.

Stop Stansted Expansion (SSE) as well as many local councillors and others have been highly 
critical of the proposed Section 106 Agreement, which would result in Uttlesford residents and 
council taxpayers being massively short-changed compared to the equivalent agreements at 
other major UK airports. The current political make-up of UDC is 24 Conservative councillors, 

Luxury Toilet Hire (UK) Ltd

Whether you are arranging a wedding, 
private party or corporate event, let 

Luxury Toilet Hire (UK) Ltd 
provide you with the perfect toilet 

facility to make your occasion a 
memorable success.

Tel: 01279 504638 or 01371 873003 
Web: www.luxurytoilethireltd.co.uk
Email: info@luxurytoilethire.co.uk

We also hire out mobile fridge 
and freezer trailers.

 
n	 Will Writing
n	 Lasting Power of Attorney
n	 	Inheritance Tax and

Care Home Fee Planning
n	 Advance Directives (Living Wills)
n	 Funeral Plans
n	 Advice & assistance with Probate

NATIONAL WILLS
& PROBATE SERVICES

We are based in Braughing and offer free initial 
consultations in the comfort of your own home.

www.nwpsltd.co.uk

Tel: 01920 823096 
Email: info@nwpsltd.co.uk

continued on page 17
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Little Hadham Cricket Club  PLAYERS NEEDED
As we say goodbye to snowdrops for another year lets hope we do not say 
goodbye to the Cricket Club in Little Hadham, last year I asked if anyone 
would like to play for the local team in Millfield Lane and we did acquire 
some players to get us through a difficult season .  We achieved it, but we still 
could not honour all fixtures and we need to play as many home games as 
possible for the revenue it brings to the club.  Cancelled fixtures cost us dearly, 
so once again if you or know of anyone that would like to play friendly cricket 
on sundays (any age 17 to 70) or could indeed help financially (become a vice 
President) please get in touch with me on 07903194991.

Also we are having a table top sale on Saturday May 18th at the Village Hall 
(details on Parish News Noticeboard) to raise funds please try to attend–it 

would be appreciated, hope to see you there.     
   Ron Bunce

                            PLAYERS NEEDED

 

WOOD 
BRIQUETTES 

      
High burn temperatures, 
Safe for wood burners, 
Very low ash content, 

Clean to handle 
 
£3 per bag collected from 

Furneux Pelham or  
£5 per bag free local 
delivery (min order 

vapplies)  
 

For more info please call  
01279 777666 or email 
janbor@btconnect.com  

 
All prices are inclusive of VAT 

charged at 5% 
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The Hundred Parishes      www.hundredparishes.org.uk

Fields across the Hundred Parishes are turning yellow as the oil-seed rape flowers; farmers will 
be hoping for a bountiful harvest.  Fortunately for them, research by the Centre for Ecology & 
Hydrology found a positive but unexpected increase in key bee species responsible for pollinating 
flowering crops such as this.  Between 1980 and 2013, the scientists had measured the presence 
of 353 wild bee and hoverfly species across the country. Overall, they noted that one-third of 
species had declined, one tenth increased, while evidence for the status of other species was 
inconclusive.  Pollinating insects are vital for adequate seed production in crop plants as well as 
other species including rarer native plants which often support more specialist insects. 

The UK hosts about 20,000 species of insects, many of which get eaten by other creatures.  
We enjoy seeing brightly coloured butterflies or dragonflies, but species like skylarks, swifts, blue 
tits, hedgehogs, shrews, bats and many fish require a cornucopia of moths, flies and beetles in 
order to survive.   Assorted flies, beetles and wasps are also predators or decomposers helping 
to control pests and recycle dead material. 

The statistics in the 2016 State of Nature Report show an alarming decline in the abundance 
of many insect species. The causes of this decline are complex, but intensification of farming, 
loss of wildflower meadows, hedgerow removal and changes in climate play a part.  Widespread 
use of herbicides and pesticides is also implicated.  Herbicides have reduced the variety of 
wildflowers: with limited foraging opportunities many insects have become scarce or extinct. 
The impact of pesticides on all insect populations has far reaching consequences and is now 

subject to intense scrutiny to find answers. 

Planting suitable flowers in our own gardens 
benefits insects and other forms of wildlife, 
especially if we garden organically!

Tricia Moxey ,Trustee

URGENT - ONE OF THE OLDEST 
BROWNIE UNITS IN ENGLAND 
IS SET TO CLOSE.We need a 
new regular adult leader over 
18 years to keep open Tuesday 
4.00-5.30 at Little Hadham 
Village Hall (term time only). We 
have a team of 2 Regular leaders 
and 3 alternate week helpers. 
We will lose 1 regular leader 
at Christmas she has moved to 
Ware. Can you help?  Please 
email:littlehadhambrownies@
gmail.com

 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk
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Brownies
Little Hadham Brownies have had a busy term which all started with a special 
performance of the Little Hadham pantomime at the Village Hall just for the Brownies 
and Guides in the district. The girls have been enjoying trying out the new Brownie 
programme this term and are excited to see all the new badges they can earn. At 
meetings they have learned about fire safety, friendships and making fajitas. The girls 
enjoyed a meeting learning about different countries which involved lots of messy 
spaghetti! The end of term saw a (soggy) Easter egg hunt at the Church. 

Next term the girls will be able to take advantage of the lighter evenings by spending 
more time outdoors toasting marshmallows, trying out their survival skills, testing 
different foods and hiking.  Some of the girls are also looking forward to a water 
activity day in May. 

The unit is always in need of new helpers and we will be losing a leader at Christmas as she 
has moved house. Please get in touch if you are able to help on littlehadhambrownies@
gmail.com

Have a Hadham.
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and Coming soon

What’s on in May?       in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated

4 Sat, Plant Sale and Coffee Morning

8 Wed,  Coffee Morning,  second Wed of the 
month, 9.30 - 11.30.

8 Wed, Music to movement for the more 
mature movers every Wednesday 10–11am

10 Fri U3A meeting 3pm, Memorial Hall 
Sawbridgeworth, We meet on the second 
Friday of every month . For more details you 
can contact our Membership Secretary, John 
Dickenson on 01279 722297

10 Fri Fancy feet ballet, tap and street 
dance every Friday 3.30pm Little Hadham 
Village Hall

10 Fri,  Ballet Barre 6-6.45pm every Friday 
for mature adults; improves balance and 
muscle strengthening.

11 Sat, Buntingford Film Club presents 
Incredibles 2, 14.30 and Mamma Mia, 
19.30, in the Benson Hall.  Book Online at:   
https://www.buntingfordfilmclub.org/ 

14 Tue, Parish Annual Meeting, details on 
page 14.

16,17,18, Alan Bennett’s ‘People’, an 
amateur production directed by Maggie 
Smith,  at Much Hadham Village Hall.  Tickets 
£9. available at : Londis, Box Office 01279 
842822 or nclarke167@aol.com Online 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/much-hadham-
drama.group (booking fee)

17 Thur, 3rd Thursday Lunch, 12.30, rear of 
Village Hall. from 12.30pm.
18 Sat, Cricket Club Table Top Sale, 12-4pm, 
sellers to arrive at 11am to set up.
Cost will be £5 for a small table £10 for a 
Large Table.  Refreshments will be available
To Book a table please call Ron Bunce 
01279 771641 or Tony Parcell on 
01279 659541. Also, see page13.

20 Mon, Hadhams’ History Society, 7pm at 
Braughing Ford for A Walk Around Braughing 
led by Sheila  White.     Mike Clark 842131.

20 Mon, Parish Council Meeting, 8pm, third 
Monday of the month

21 Tue, LH & A Garden Club, third Tuesday of 
the month. Tthe subject is ‘Irises’.  Doors open 
7.45 for 8.00pm. Everyone welcome, members 
free, non-members £3. Refreshments included. 
Don’t forget our Plant Sale on Saturday 4th 
May.  When tidying your garden, pot up any 
extra plants that are not wanted and bring 
them along on the day.

25 Sat, Farmers’ Market, 8.30 - 11.30am.
last Saturday of the month

30 Thur, Whist Drive, last Thursday of the 
month..  If you would like to learn how to play 
whist, contact Mrs Ross Barron on on 771694.

Saturday 1st June, in the Village Hall. The launch 
of your own Red Chair Cinema, showing a free  
film at 8.00pm. Complimentary refreshments. 
Join on the night, or in advance by contacting 
the membership secretary at 
 redchaircinema@littlehadhamvillagehall.com
Seee page 13.
6 June, Traditional Afternoon Tea, to be held on 
thefirst Thursday of the month, excepting May 
due to local elections.
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OUR NEW CINEMA

The RED CHAIR CINEMA will launch its FIRST 

SCREENING on June 1st, and invites you to a FREE film 

show with complimentary refreshments.

Little Hadham Village Hall doors will open at 7.30pm, 

with the film starting at 8.00pm. There will be a short

 interval midway through.

Membership of this new film club will be available on

 the night, or in advance by contacting the 

membership secretary on:

redchaircinema@littlehadhamvillagehall.com 

Little Hadham Village HallCoffee morning 8th May 9.30 – 11.30 amHomemade muffins and pastries
All ages welcome

We do not charge but 
donations are always welcome

LITTLE HADHAM CRICKET CLUB

TABLE TOP SALE

 at Little Hadham Village Hall

Saturday May 18th 12.00 - 17.00 

Sellers 11.00 to set up

Cost £ 5 small table £10 Large Table Payment made out 

to Little Hadham Cricket Club and sent to 3 The Smithy 

Little Hadham Ware SG11 2DA

Refreshments will be available

Tables to be booked in advance from

Ron Bunce 01279771641 or Tony Parcell 01279659541
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Talking bowls . . . or something
IF YOU GO UP TO THE REC. TODAY and hear some knocking noises and 
yells of  ‘draw’, ‘fire’ and ‘one down’ coming from the corner of the field, do 
not panic. It is not some wild west show -down or shoot- out but the bowls 
season in full swing again!  Yes folks, like hedgehogs (although I cannot recall the 
last time I saw one) we are out of hibernation and raring to go.

 On a happy note we are delighted that all our new members from last year 
have re-joined  and are keen to enter the  many matches,  both friendly and 
league/cup. We all look forward to that.  Sadly, but as happens every year, a few 
of our long standing  members have not re-joined for various reasons or have 
‘hung up their woods’ and become social members and we shall  miss them 
on the green.

 I guess we are a bit like the village school  - even if at a different age spectrum 
- we need a new intake every year.

And on that subject we are planning another recruitment campaign  which will 
include an ‘Open Day’ and details will be out soon. However, do not wait for that 
as you are welcome to pop along and try your hand on any Wednesday evening 
- all age groups, male and female,  are welcome.  Alternatively or as well as, come 
to our Wednesday morning (from 10.00am)  Pay & Play sessions. For just £2.50 
you can join in and enjoy this sociable event and have a fun time.  All you need is 
heelless flat shoes as woods can be provided so it really is a great opportunity 
to try out the sport without commitment or obligation. Why not also bring a 
friend or two?

Our challenge on the competitive front again this year is to take on and best 
those larger town clubs.  We put up a good performance last year so why not 
join us and be part of that new wave sweeping all before it!    So you will be 
there on  Wednesday!        
         Jack

Much Hadham Bowling Green, Recreation Ground. SG10 6DL   

Enquiries 01279 842637
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This ‘n’ That…
Come along on Wednesday 8th May to Bishop’s Stortford library 10.30- 12.00

These sessions are aimed at bringing together people who may not go out very 
much and want to chat and perhaps learn and share ideas. 

Our first session we will be a trip down Memory Lane, including looking at 
some old photos of Bishop’s Stortford and sharing a story or two along the way.

We will offer tea and coffee and sometimes cake and biscuits!

Future sessions could include Travellers’ Tales, Crafty Corner, Quizzes and 
Games, but we would love to hear your ideas too.

Drop in when you can and a warm welcome awaits.

 . .  .  and a bit of a chat



17171717

SSE News, continued from page 8

10 R4U councillors and 4 Liberal Democrats.  If councillors vote along party lines the motion 
for a postponement will be defeated.  However, this is a planning issue and should not be party 
political.  In addition, the petition has been signed by councillors from all three political parties.  
SSE hopes that councillors will decide the issue on its merits rather than voting along party lines

SSE Chairman Peter Sanders commented:  “A good public turnout at council meetings always 
has the effect of improving the quality of the debate and it serves to remind councillors 
that they have a duty to their local electors, as well as to their party.  This is an extremely 
important meeting and, coming just one week before the local elections, it will give councillors 
an opportunity to show where their loyalties lie.”Peter Sanders concluded:  “It’s hard to believe 
that our own local council wants to rush through a thoroughly shabby and defective Section 
106 Agreement so that it can then rubber stamp the Stansted Airport Planning Application 
prior to the local elections on 2 May.   SSE is keen to explore every avenue to avoid the need 
to take legal proceedings against UDC.  The meeting on 25 April provides a glimmer of hope 
that it may yet be possible to avoid such legal proceedings.” 

The meeting on Thursday 25 April will be held in the Council Chamber, London Road, Saffron 
Walden, starting at 7.30pm.  With just one issue on the agenda, it should not be a lengthy 
meeting.
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SSE News  Press release, 8 April 2019     (Ifollow red text)  

UTTLESFORD POISED FOR FINAL BETRAYAL BEFORE MAY ELECTIONS

Stop Stansted Expansion (‘SSE’) has slammed Uttlesford District Council (‘UDC’) for preparing to 
rush through final approval of expansion at Stansted Airport to 43 million passengers per annum 
(‘mppa’) whilst at the same time accepting a totally inadequate package of mitigation measures.

SSE Chairman Peter Sanders commented: “For almost two years, UDC leadership has insisted 
that determining this airport planning application at local level would ensure the maximum 
benefits for the local community.  That promise is about to be totally betrayed.”

Peter Sanders added:  “It beggars belief that our local council would be willing to short change 
its own residents – and knowingly so.  Instead of holding out until a fairer agreement for its 
residents could be negotiated with Stansted Airport, UDC appears intent on rushing through 
this shabby and defective deal before next month’s local elections.”

When UDC controversially approved the Stansted Airport planning application last November 
[Note 1], the issue was already subject to a legal challenge by Stop Stansted Expansion (‘SSE’) 
– which is still ongoing – and there were two other conditions to be met:

1) The Communities Secretary had to decide not to ‘call in’ the planning application for 
consideration at national level; and 2)

38 High Street • Buntingford • Herts • SG9 9AQ  
T: 01763 271122   www.touchofglamour.co.uk

BEAUTY SALON

£5 off 
with this 

advert
A WIDE RANGE OF TREATMENTS
FOR BOTH MEN & WOMEN

Elemis, Murad, CACI Synergy & Ultimate, 
O.P.I, BareMinerals, Shellac & LVL

continued on next page
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SSE News, continued from page 18 

 2) Stansted Airport Ltd (‘STAL’) had to enter into a satisfactory ‘Section 106’ agreement 
setting out the local mitigation package it would provide, such as sound insulation for nearby 
properties, support for community projects, funding for local road improvements etc. 

The first of the above two obstacles was cleared on 20 March when the Communities Secretary 
announced that he would not be calling in the application. 

UDC is now poised to rubber stamp STAL’s proposed mitigation package despite the fact that 
it is vastly inferior to almost any comparable mitigation provided by other major UK airports.  
UDC leadership is aware that STAL is offering far less to the local community compared to 
what is provided by almost every other UK airport, and yet, inexplicably, seems intent on 
accepting STAL’s proposals and is rushing to have the Section 106 Agreement signed and 
sealed before the local elections on 2 May. Just taking two examples:

A) L is offering £150,000 per annum for local good causes.  At 43 mppa this equates to less 
than 0.4 pence per passenger.  By comparison, Heathrow and Gatwick both provide 1.1 pence 
per passenger, which is the average for all UK major airports.  Manchester Airport and Stansted 
Airport are at the bottom of the league table, providing the least support for local good causes 
amongst all the major UK airports.  For Stansted to match the UK average of 1.1 pence per 

         APPLE MAC    

REPAIRS                UPGRADES

     SERVICE                 DATA RESCUE        

INKS  IPHONES

Clocktower

85a Bradford Street, Bocking CM7 9AU

01376 340579

www.clocktower.co.uk

 
 
 
 
 
 

J.Marshall Pest Solutions Ltd 
 
For those looking for a Fast, Professional, Safe 
Efficient more permanent Pest Solution 
 
Rats and Mice, Moles, Wasps, Flies, Bed Bugs Etc 
Locally based 
Please call John on 07725 415826 or  
01279 844956 
Email: marshallj68@me.com 
RSPH/BPCA Certified, NPTA member  

MICK’S CARPENTRY 
& PLASTERING 

SERVICES
Clean & Reliable

All Plastering, Artexing, 
Coving & Rendering 

undertaken.  Also Doors, 
Locks, Laminate Flooring, 
Repairs & Refurbishments, 

Fencing & Decking.
Tel: 01279 758708

Mob: 07811 141275

continued on page 20
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Rural Ramblings           Cherry Mardell

SSE News, continued from page 19 

It’s been a difficult month for us poor Hadhamites. . . with road closures abounding and poor 
information about when and where it was going to finish. It was all very well informing us that 
the main A120 was to be shut for a few nights. . . that was essential and understandable.  But 
what about the many days it was also shut – with not a word to anyone! It is not until you 
can’t navigate the main road that you realise just how cut off we are in Hadham from our 
near neighbours in Stortford.

When I lived in Perry Green, I was happy to troll along the meandering B road into town. But 
in the 20 years I’ve been here, I take great exception to having to detour along a twisty-turny 
road inhabited by drivers who think they are negotiating a Grand Prix circuit in record time. 
Dangerous?  I should say so!

 Continuing my rant about Hertfordshire County Council and the great resurfacing operation, I 
felt impelled to call their offices to tell them when the dreaded A120 traffic light went wrong, 
resulting in drivers being held up for even longer than usual. We are used to constant queues 
outside our home at certain times of day – but all became much worse when the resurfacing  
messed up the sequence of the lights. . .resulting in further chaos. I spoke to a delightful lady 
at head office, explained the situation and she promised to pass on the info. The next day I 
received a ‘head office’ email telling me that, while they accepted my story, the work would 
be done at some time in the future because they could only carry out the most urgent work. 
They added a final paragraph which almost sounded like a threat. . . it said that no amount of 
additional  requests for this work to be done would alter their decision. I fumed at their high 
handed words but was pleased to see that the traffic lights were put to rights a couple of days 
later! Now we await the next stage of traffic jams when our long awaited  by-pass gets going!

passenger it would require a contribution of three times the £150,000 currently proposed, and 
which Uttlesford seems content to accept..

B)
STAL’s proposed sound insulation scheme offers up to £10,000 for homes within the 63dB 
noise contour whilst Heathrow is offering sound insulation for all homes within the 60dB noise 
contour, with no financial cap.  A difference of 3dB may not appear large but around Stansted 
Airport there are just 115 homes in the 63dB noise contour but three times as many – 350 – 
in the 60dB contour.  Uttlesford is aware, from a Department for Transport (DfT) comparison, 
that the proposed Stansted scheme is vastly inferior to the Heathrow scheme.  Furthermore, 
the Government published proposals last December to extend the noise insulation threshold 
from the current 63dB contour to the 60dB contour [Note 4].  Nevertheless UDC seems 
determined to agree to STAL’s proposal and accept second class treatment for Uttlesford 
residents. 

Peter Sanders concluded: “Thank goodness SSE had the foresight last year to initiate legal 
proceedings to challenge UDC’s handling of this planning application.  We repeat our plea to 

continued on next page
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SSE News, continued from page 20

Open Garden at
Foxglove Cottage
Perry Green, Much Hadham
SG10 6EF   by owners Jennifer and John Flexton
Foxglove Cottage is a charming thatched cottage located in the idyllic setting of Perry Green, 
Much Hadham. Just a stone’s throw away from the Henry Moore Foundation, the property 
is nestled within two-thirds of an acre and has an abundance of colourful successional flower 
planting.
Featuring classic Cottage garden plants, vibrant blooms and herbaceous borders abound with 
an array of hardy perennials, the cottage is the epitome of English country charm and radiates 
tranquility.
Adjacent to the hard working greenhouse is an organic vegetable garden, herb garden and 
Rose garden.
A serene natural pond attracts an abundance of wildlife and many of the plants have been 
selected to attract bees and butterflies whilst a multitude of bird houses are dotted throughout.
Ultimately, the garden’s beautiful Foxgloves have free reign and can be expected to pop up 
just about anywhere.
SUNDAY AFTERNOON  9th  June    2.00 - 5.00 PM
Refreshments: Home-made teas
Admission: Adult: £4.00
Children free and Dogs are welcome
Plants for sale, cottage seed packets and hand painted terracotta pots.
All proceeds go to the NGS charities.
Directions and Parking
Follow the brown signs to the Henry Moore Foundation.
The Garden is a 2 minute walk from Hoops Inn & HMF.
Satnav postcode SG10 6EE.
Free parking at the Hoops Inn

Open Garden, June 9th

UDC to delay its finalisation of   this controversial Stansted Airport planning application until 
the legal proceedings have run their course.” 

If UDC ignores this advice and issues its final approval of the airport planning application 
regardless of the widespread concerns, SSE would have no choice but to join UDC into the 
current legal proceedings.  SSE has offered to meet UDC Chief Executive in order to try to 
avoid this outcome, or at least minimise the scope of legal proceedings, which would inevitably 
give rise to significant costs for local council taxpayers as well as for those who voluntarily 
contribute to SSE’s fighting fund (very often the same people).  

Regrettably the Council appears to be in such a rush to finalise the approval that no-one from 
UDC is prepared to find time even to discuss the issue with SSE.      ENDS
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Charlie Page, born 1892, was the fourth in line and 
last of the “Page” blacksmiths at “The Forge”, Much 
Hadham.  His ancestor Fred established the business 
in 1811, renting the southern part of the former farm 

house of Moor Place, owned by the Newce family in Elizabethan times.  As a boy Charlie 
helped his father and followed the family into this ancient craft.  He retired aged 87, after injury 
shoeing a horse.  The smithy subsequently became derelict and wishing to leave an appropriate 
legacy, his unmarried daughter Jean gave the property to Herts Building Preservation Trust.  She 
continued to live at “The Forge” until her death, and contributed significant sums towards the 
restoration of the property and the preservation of its tools; this aided the Trust establish “The 
Forge” as a working smithy and village museum.  During her residence Jean had noticed what 
looked like pictures beneath the plaster, but Charlie wouldn’t let her investigate further.  It was 
not until the building was being restored that remarkable Tudor Wall paintings, including the 
Arms of the Newce Family and a painting of  the Judgement of Solomon, were revealed.

Robin Webb’s very interesting talk on the history of “The Forge”, focussed on the blacksmith’s 
craft and the vital role the village blacksmith played until late Victorian times.  The craft goes 
back to the earliest metal working in the bronze age.  Blacksmiths made all the essential tools 
society needed until the industrial revolution started to take over.  They made wheels, candles, 
ploughs, knives, door hinges, locks, nails, swords, metal gates etc, in fact just about anything 
metal; all in addition to shoes for horses, and shoes to protect the delicate feet of cattle being 
driven to market.  Horse shoes which need changing every 4-5 weeks, kept the business 
going after WW1 due to the increase in leisure use of horses, and Charlie had many clients 
in Hadham and across the county.  Within the smithy, the forge is actually the hearth where 
the metal is heated.  The latter is always sited in a dark corner so that the temperature of the 
molten metal, raised by bellows, can be judged correctly by its  colour.  Wrought iron was the 
main material until late 19th C and then replaced by mild steel.  Many fascinating and detailed 
techniques were described, eg holes had to be punched in red hot metal as metal drills were 
unknown until Victorian times.  This was a fascinating talk and much appreciated.

	  

Little Hadham Afternoon Teas         Wendy Forgham

Despite a last minute change of dates due to a booking issue with the Village Hall, our 
second monthly Afternoon Tea went off a treat. The sun shone beautifully and provided us 
with the perfect weather to indulge in some scrummy home-made scones and cream, as well 
as mandarin sponge, chocolate fudge cake and coffee and walnut squares.  For the savoury 
taste buds there were home-made sausage rolls, humous vol au vents and a selection of finger 
sandwiches up for grabs.
With the surprise appearance of 2 of my youngest grandchildren, 10 month old Rex the mini 
dinosaur, and 2 year old Callie, otherwise known as the terrorist, the room was soon filled with 
lively conversation and sunshine.  We would love to see even more of you next month (May 
date cancelled due to polling day) when you can catch up on all the local news, meet friends 
old and new and eat cake…….what a perfect combination.  So why not tell your friends, 
neighbours and relatives and come and join us on Thursday 6th June between 3.00 and 5pm

Please remember, if anyone has transportation problems and may need a pick up or drop off, 
you can call me on 07817 633 713 or drop me a line at wendyforgham@hotmail.com 
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Letter
I awoke during the night of the 5th April and thought I would open our bedroom window 
so we could hear the dawn chorus and have some lovely fresh air, but after a minute our 
bedroom was full of horrible toxic air?

What was wrong?  Was the house burning down?  I went outside and came back in very 
quickly – a dreadful smell of something burning was everywhere, what on earth was it?  I 
could hardly breathe.  My husband who has a lung disease was even worse.

I obviously shut the window and tried to calm down, no sign of smoke outside just a 
horrible smell.  I lay awake until daylight worrying would “he” make it through the night?

He did, we had a drive around and could see and obviously smell smoke and saw where 
it looked to be coming from, but instead of being sensible and phoning I wrote an email; 
not the most sensible of actions, but I was desperate as “his” breathing was even worse.

We had an email back pretty quickly saying “not us” and please do not accuse us of being 
responsible for this toxic air all around our neighbourhood.  Quite right too, but I was still 
in panic mode.

It was impossible to do what I had planned to do outside this Saturday as the air was 
too polluted, so horrible.  We eventually found out where it was coming from, thick smoke 
coming across Westland Green, smoke in Little Hadham, Wellpond Green and Westland 
Green, what a horrible day.  At least a 1,000 people must have been affected by it all.  

We rang up the person we believed to be responsible, or rather his wife, she was very 
polite and said she would pass the message on, “please put out the fire and let us breathe 
again.”  Nothing happened though, we went out again around 3.00 p.m. and more smoke 
was pouring out across the green – still we could not go outside.

I do not understand  how anyone can act in this way?  Our fields need their humous  
replaced, the worm density in the fields is very low, much lower than when I was a child, 
the ability of the soil to store moisture is poor because the humous level is so low, surely if 
farmers have vegetable matter they do not want, they should chop it and let the worms 
take it in or put it in a wild area so nature does its stuff, not burn and destroy the precious 
material and choke the neighbourhood in the process?

I saw the same process  going  on in Standon where some straw was set alight in the field 
at the top of Dark Hill and Standon was engulfed in smoke for a whole day, perhaps we 
can hope for a different action by farmers next year?  If that is not possible just bring the 
unwanted organic matter up to me and it can rot down in our field, but please do not 
burn it anymore.

Thank you

Mary Wilkinson



There have been no entries in the Register this month
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Prayer Chain
Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive prayer requests.

Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will be forwarded to 
the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a period of time. 

All requests will be confidential.
Please ring anytime:  Janet: 842671,  Karin: 771532

May 2019 
St Cecilia’s,  Little Hadham  |  St Mary’s,  Albury  |  St Andrew’s,  Much Hadham

5 Sunday    Easter 3
9.15am   Family Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham
11.15 am Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Albury.

12 Sunday   Easter 4
9.15am  Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham
11.15 am Holy Communion at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham
5.45 pm   Refresh at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.

19 Sunday   Easter 5
9.15 am   Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s, Albury.

22 Wednesday Midweek Communion
10.00 am Holy Communion from the Book of Common Prayer, St. Cecilia’s, Little 
Hadham.
25 Saturday 
4.30 pm  Messy Church at Hadham Cross Congregational Church, Much Hadham.

26 Sunday   Easter 6
9.15 am  Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 am Worship4All at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

30 Thursday    Ascension Day
7.30 pm   Group Holy Communion for all the Churches in the Ash & Quin Valleys’ 
Group at St. Mary’s, Braughing.


