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Letter from the Rectory        Revd. Steve BateLetter from the Rectory        Revd. Steve Bate

Happy new year! Whether you’re reading this issue before the new year 
or it’s already 2019, may I wish you a very happy new year.
I wonder - when do you take your Christmas decorations down? A few days 
before writing this, a breakfast TV programme was running a discussion 
with people phoning-in and texting-in. It was all about the question: “When 
is the right time to put up and take down your Christmas decorations?” 
Answers included putting them up as early as the start of December, others as late as 
Christmas Eve. Some said put them up twelve days before Christmas and take them 
down twelve days after Christmas.
However long your decorations stay up around this time of year, it’s good to see 
them there. It’s always uplifting to see the bright colours and the lights. It’s great to 
see homes that reflect something of the joy of Christmas. In our church calendar, 
we continue to celebrate the joy of Christmas well beyond Christmas day itself. Our 
Christmas season continues right up to 5 January. Then, on Sunday 6 January, the 
Epiphany season begins and continues into February. Epiphany is a time of recalling 
the visit of the magi, or wise men, to Jesus. As we focus on this event, we’re reminded 
how God revealed himself to us through Jesus Christ. The wise men came to worship 
him and offer their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. How did they find him? They 
followed a star that led them to Jesus, the star we sing about in the carol ‘We three 
kings.’ They were faithful in following where God led them and God still leads people 
today. Christians are people called to follow wherever God leads us on the journey of 
Christian faith.
Perhaps you’ve been following Jesus Christ on that journey of Christian faith for some 
time. Perhaps you’ve felt that God has led you at different times along your journey 
with him. Perhaps, you’ve not been on that journey very long. Or perhaps you were 
baptised in a Christening Service some years ago and you’re wondering whether 
the Christian journey that begins there is something you’d like to pick up again and 
continue. Or perhaps you want to weigh up whether this Christian journey is for you 
-  you might like to look into the claims of Jesus Christ before you take a first step.
If you’d appreciate an opportunity to explore what it means to follow Jesus Christ, 
to follow him on the journey of Christian faith, why not try Alpha? Our Alpha course 
explores key aspects of the Christian faith in a relaxed small group setting. It looks at 
questions like: “Who is Jesus?”, “How can I have faith?” and “How does God guide us?” 
Our next Alpha takes place at the Rectory in Much Hadham, beginning on Monday 
14 January and ending on 25 March. Do contact me on 842609 or rectorhightrees@
btinternet.com if you’d like to take part.
May God bless you in the new year and beyond.
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Parish Council News 

Village Halls Week 22 - 28 January 2019
Supported by ACRE and its Network which includes CDA Herts, this 
week will be an opportunity for Village Halls and Community Buildings 
to highlight and celebrate the work of hundreds of volunteers who 
give up many hours of their time on a weekly basis, providing social, 
educational, health and recreational activities within their communities.
ACRE and CDA Herts will be giving the opportunity to promote this 
work on a countywide and national basis.  Get in touch and let us know 
what you are doing between the 22 and 28th January.
Contact tim.hayward-smith@cdaherts.org.uk  

Footpath volunteers
We’ve had a number of people step forward 
to be footpath volunteers and report any 
issues on the paths they regularly take.  We’re 
still looking for more, especially those people 
who walk around Westland green.  Please 
contact Cllr Tony Hoodless: antonyhoodless@
gmail.com .

Security
There have been reports to the police of 
parcels being stolen from doorsteps. Please be 
vigilant especially at this time of year. Where 
possible please find a secure place for your 
parcels to be delivered to.

Dog owners
There has been a number of reported 
incidents of dog fouling on footpaths. Please 
pick up after your dogs and ensure they are 

under control at all times.

Little Hadham Walks
We now have a walking leaflet showing all 
the footpaths in the parish. Printed copies 
available in the Village Hall or it can be 
downloaded from the Parish Council website.

Your Parish Council needs you!
This year we are expecting to have some 
Parish Councillor vacancies to fill. Being a 
Councillor is rewarding in many ways, and 
is a fantastic way to get to know the wider 
Parish and people across the hamlets. 
Please get in touch if you think that this is 
something that you could get involved with, 
chairlittlehadham@gmail.com

The Parish Council doesn’t meet in January 
so the Next Meeting is at the Village Hall at 
8pm on the 19th February.
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NOTICE is given that the Hertfordshire County Council intends to make an Order under Section 
14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, to prohibit all traffic from using that length of 
Chapel Lane, Little Hadham from its junction with The Ford north westwards for a distance of 
approximately 60 metres (“the Road”), except for access.

An alternative route will be via The Ford, New Road and Chapel Lane.

The Order is needed because utility service works are proposed to be executed on or near 
the Road.

If the Order is made, it shall come into force on 21 January 2019 for a period of up to 18 
months.  However, the restrictions specified shall only take effect at the times indicated by 
signs on or near the Road.

A copy of the proposed Order may be inspected free of charge at County Hall, Hertford 
between the hours of 9.00am and 5.00pm (excluding weekends, bank and public holidays).

If you have any queries about the proposed Order, please contact Sonya Masters tel. 0330 
0537225 at Herts Traffic Management or David Morgan tel. 0300 123 4047 at Hertfordshire 
County Council.  SG13 8DN

The Public Notice will appear in the Herts and Essex Observer on 3 and 17 January 2019.

John Wood, Chief Executive & Director of Environment, County Hall, Hertford, 
Herts, 3rd January 2019

HERTFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (TEMPORARY CLOSING OF 
CHAPEL LANE, LITTLE HADHAM) ORDER 2019

Adverts removed
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Advertise
in 

Little Hadham 
Parish News 

and reach over 500 
homes with your 

product or service.
Contact the editor for 

details:

htfp@clocktower.co.uk 

Got
anything to say?

Why not write an 
article for the
Parish News?

As you can see, we have 

Space To Fill
Contributions to:

htfp@clocktower.co.uk 
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So UK High Streets are complaining of a poor Christmas trade.   Is it really any 
wonder?  Did you enjoy driving – or bus-ing into Stortford during December? 
You either fought your way around the shops on foot or even worse, took your 
chances that there might be just one space left in the car park. Then you would 
have to beat the other four drivers who were menacing you for that space, 
and you might return later – only to find your car scratched or worse, dented! 
How much easier it was to open the computer and look around via the world 
wide web! And that’s what most of us seem to be doing these days. I bought 
at least half of my presents via the web pages this year, and generally I was 
pleased with the results. Admittedly I have two presents I am still waiting for 
and I bought some wrapping gear which wasn’t as advertised. But everything 
else arrived on time and was well received.Which brings me to the same old 
grumble.... why is our town being ruined by the lack of parking spaces – while 
our councils happily allow new estates to go up at alarming rate? Bigger towns 
need better infrastructure. We have the first part of the equation but we are 

Rural Ramblings           Cherry Mardell

Adverts removed

continued on next page  
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Rural Ramblings, continued from page 6

sadly lacking in the other half.

 Winter brings its own set of problems to farming. In a community like ours, 
where there are many dog walkers, we watch as dogs run across the young 
plants with gay abandon. If we stop the owners they usually seem amazed 
that their dogs might be doing any harm to the crops – until we liken it to us, 
running our animals across their flower beds.  Normally they then understand. 
Unfortunately we have given up the unequal struggle of chickens versus foxes.  
Our 30 chickens were reduced to a handful in just one night’s visit. Now we 
have three elderly gals who refuse to die. They are enjoying their old age, getting 
plenty of scraps plus all their normal feed, and currently don’t seem to be 
attracting foxes. After their demise though, that’s it! Our eight alpacas continue 
to live the life of Riley. They get their daily feed, plenty of on-demand hay  and 
their shelters are cleaned daily. Not a bad life some would say!

Adverts removed
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Village Hall News      Jan Williamson

The results of the survey are now in and I am pleased to say that starting up a film club and 
a village fete were the most popular events so we hope to do both next year.  Following those, 
having an open kitchen for coffee morning or an afternoon tea was very popular so again this 
will be tried next year.  We will also be trialling some food demonstrations which will be very 
hands-on.  These should be fun, sociable and informative!  If you are interested in the coffee 
morning, afternoon tea, or food demonstrations please contact me so I can let you know when 
the first ones are to take place, hopefully in January.  We are still waiting to see if we have been 
successful in applying for the Little Hadham Village Hall Lottery through East Herts Council 
which will start in February.  Our AGM is Wednesday January 9th at 8 o’clock and all are 
welcome.  We are also looking for new people who would like to join us on our Management 
Committee, as we are only a small group and can only do so much, so if you feel that you could 
contribute to your community this would be a great way to help.
We have now purchased 60 new chairs that should arrive in time for the Pantomime and we 
hope to purchase some more next year.   The next event that will be held in our Hall for the 
benefit of the Community is a “Service Providers Fair” which is aimed at promoting organisations 
and their services which can help through direct conversation to promote health and wellbeing, 
reduce social isolation and loneliness and just to be a good neighbour to someone who might 
need some help.  Some of the groups to come will be Carers in Herts, Herts Independent Living 
Services, Mind, Community Navigators, Owl, Fire and Rescue, Herts Sports, Active East Herts, 
Wildlife Trust, Healthy Walks, Edible Spaces, The CAB, Social Prescribing and more.  This is to be 

continued on next page
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held in our Village Hall on 6th February between 10 – 1pm.  We will provide refreshments so 
please put it in your diary and come along and chat to people that may have some valuable 
information.  Finally with regard to the hall refurbishment project we received the survey report 
from our structural engineer, and I am pleased to say there are no major problems found, 
subject to opening up localised areas to assess any water ingress problems.  So to summarise, 
the survey recommendations are:
•  General renovation to the existing building, upgrade heating/controls/insulation to building 
and improve décor.
•  Improve entrance area and toilets including disabled access and provide more space for display.
•  Improve and expand facilities, including the doctor’s surgery and post office
•  More storage needed.
•Make all spaces as flexible as possible so they can be multipurpose and facilitate an increased 
variety of different events and functions.
•  Upgrade kitchen/bar area
•  Improve gardens, including access to them
•  Improve visibility of building from street including lighting and signage, and look at security issues.
My contact details are Mrs Jan Williamson:  chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk   Tel: 01279 
771272
Booking the hall contact details are Mrs J Meaney littlehadhambookingsecretary@gmail.com  
Tel: 07837913561  Happy New year to you all.

Village Hall News, continued from page 8      

Adverts removed
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Coming soon

No Parish Council meeting in Jamuary.

1 – 31 Dry January, Isabel Hospice’s Dry 
January is back for its 3rd year! Take on this 31 
day t-total challenge - the ultimate test of will 
power! Be alcohol free for 31 days from 1st 
January to the 31st, and raise money for your 
local Hospice. By not having your 5 BEERS or 
WINES on a Friday night over the month, you 
could save a massive £69! Why not donate 
this amount instead, and help us to carry on 
providing our specialist care to our patients. 
Call us on 01707 382534 or email Laura.
Pigott@isabelhospie.org.uk to find out more.

8 Tue, Snowflake Tea party, 9am - 11.30pm, 
Haslingfield Methodist Church. Tea/coffee and 
home-made cakes - everyone welcome.  In aid 
of Home-Start Royston & South Cambridgeshire

9 Wed,  Village Hall AGM, 8pm. Everyone 
welcome.

15 Tue, LH & A Garden Club, 12 noon. 
Cheese or pate ploughmans in the Village 
Hall. Please phone Karin on 771532 to book 
your place. After lunch at 1.00pm we will have 
a talk by Platon Loizou entitled ‘4 Acres 2018 
Apple and Grape Harvest’.

17 Thur, Third Thursday Lunch, 12.30 - 
1.45pm, rear of Village Hall. Don’t forget 
to join us for the Third Thursday Lunch 
when a light, but delicious lunch is served 
in the Village Hall for a donation, from 
12.30.  Friends and neighbours meet here 
regularly for a chat and catch-up on all 
the news! 

18, 19, 20, 24, 25, 26, and 27. Panto. See 
opp page for details.
20 Sat, Essendon 10K Run,8:30am – 3:30pm 

Presdales School, Hoe Lane, Ware, SG12 9NX

Join team Isabel at Essendon Country Club 

for a 10K Race and 5K family fun (run/walk). 
Hosted in a totally traffic free environment, this 
event is perfect for all abilities. Refreshments 
will be available and there will be a medal for 
every finisher!   10K is £15 and 5K is £10. 
There is free parking available to all! To enter, 
call 01707

20 Whist Drive Costs £2 to play including 
scorecard, tea and biscuits at interval.  Also 
large raffle on night. All drives commence 
7:30 pm (doors open by 7:15pm) on the 
last thursday of the month, in the Village Hall.  
We’ve been going in the village since the 
1950s, and all of our profits go to support the 
Village Hall.

Further info can be obtained at our website 
www.whistdrive.org.uk

22-28 Village Halls Week, See page3.
Fri U3A meeting 3pm, Memorial Hall 
Sawbridgeworth, We meet on the second 
Friday of every month . For more details you 
can contact our Membership Secretary, John 
Dickenson on 01279 722297

Sat, Farmers’ Market, 8.30 - 11.30am.

26 Sat, Jumble Sale, 2:00pm – 5:00pm 

Thundridge Hall, Ermine Street, SG12 
0SU  Adult cost: 50p, child cost: 50p. 
Please contact AnnDavey33@gmail.com 
with any queries.

What’s on in January       in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated

6 Feb, Service Providers’ Fair, 10-1pm

19 Feb, The next Parish Council meeting 8pm 
,
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Fri 18th | Sat 19th | Sun 20th | Thu 24th
Fri 25th | Sat 26th | Sun 27th January 2019

at
LITTLE HADHAM VILLAGE HALL

BOX OFFICE 07764 192133
www.ticketsource.co.uk/lhpg

An amateur production by arrangement with Stagescripts Ltd

Belated Christmas greetings from 
Brian and Brenda Kain.  Our good 

wishes for a peaceful and happy 2019
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Save the date for another 

 Saturday Sing
By popular demand Linda Bance, choral leader 
of GuySing and WomenSing invites you to a 
Singing Workshop event on 

Saturday 26th January 2019
Meldreth Village Hall Elin Way MeldrethSG8 6LX

10.30am – 3.00pm
A great opportunity to sing together with other 
choirs and singers under the leadership of Peter 
Hunt.  Peter writes for and edits the Oxford 
University Press ‘Voice Works’ series that some 
of you may very well be familiar with. 
Repertoire will be a variety of styles mostly 
without written music.  Ideal for everybody, no 
matter what level. 
       Cost £30,  Students £20 Lunch included

for a booking form and more information 
contact Linda at:

musicwithmum21@btopenworld.com
 Mob: 07753 636443
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A shameful day for Uttlesford district council
Stop Stansted Expansion (SSE) has expressed dismay and disappointment that yesterday 
(14 November), Uttlesford District Council (UDC) Planning Committee granted approval 
for Stansted Airport’s planning application to grow to an annual throughput of 43 million 
passengers per annum.  If this approval is allowed to stand, it would mean that Stansted 
could increase its flights by 44% and its passenger throughput by 66% compared to last 
year’s levels.

The UDC Planning Committee, comprising ten elected Uttlesford councilvlors, split right 
down the middle with five in favour of the application (including the Planning Committee 
Chairman) and five against.  Where there is a split vote, the Council rulebook gives the 
Chairman an additional (casting) vote.     The Planning Committee decision followed an 
all-day meeting which was at times farcical.  The Council chamber was packed with many 
representatives from local parish councils as well as members of the public and the media.  
Both BBC and ITV regional news teams were filming. 

In an announcement at the start of yesterday’s proceedings, which surprised most of those 
present, UDC’s lead planning officer, Nigel Brown, told the meeting that the Secretary of 
State for Housing, Communities and Local Government had instructed UDC not to issue 
a decision notice until he had an opportunity to consider whether the application should 
be called in.  However, this announcement did not come as a surprise to SSE because it 
was fully in accordance with written assurances that had already been given to SSE by the 
Secretary of State’s office.

SSE will now submit further representations to the Secretary of State asking him (again) 
to call in the application.  These further representations will include additional reasons for 
this, including evidence relating to the nature and conduct of yesterday’s meeting, for which 
there is a complete audio recording.

SSE will also be discussing possible next steps with its legal advisers.  However, it may 
not be necessary for any further legal steps to be taken by SSE.  This to some extent 
depends on the High Court challenge which SSE is already pursuing in relation to this 
application.  If this legal challenge succeeds, the approval granted yesterday by UDC would 
be overturned without the need for further legal proceedings. 

SSE Deputy Chairman Brian Ross commented: “Of course we are disappointed to lose the 
argument yesterday in such a shameful fashion, with the outcome ultimately resting on the 
Chairman’s casting vote.  It was especially galling when most of the councillors who voted 
in favour of approval made very little attempt to engage in the proceedings and showed 
little evidence of having done their homework.  This was not Uttlesford District Council’s 
finest hour.  Fortunately this is not the end of the road so we would advise Stansted Airport 
not to start popping the champagne corks just yet.
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Four generations of this family are known to have lived 
in the parish from the late 1700’s up to 1913/14.

Daniel Ellcock (1.) moved to Hadham Place where 
he was employed as butler by Nicholas Segar Parry. 
In 1878 he married Sarah Simpson who was also 
employed by the Parrys, and they purchased a house 
in the village.  There were three children, the youngest 

of whom they named Daniel (2.) was born on 18th August 1804 in 
Great Hallingbury but baptised in Little Hadham. He is recorded in the 
census returns as carpenter/undertaker, builder and farmer, and thought 
to have owned brick kilns at the Ford and lime kilns at the Ash. In 1826 he 
married Naarah Cane from Chrishall. Between 1828 and 1848 Naarah 
bore 14 children.

They called their first child Daniel (3.). He was born in Marylebone July 
1828, but baptised some time later in Little Hadham.  As a young man 
he lived with his uncle John Ellcock in Much Hadham before marrying 
Elizabeth Merchant from Braughing on Christmas Day 1856, and settling 
in Little Hadham. By 1862 he was listed in the Post Office directory as 
a shopkeeper and builder. He also took over his father’s business and 
continued to keep the funeral notebook which remained in the family’s 
possession. Elizabeth only had five children, the last one of which was 
William Walker Ellcock born in Little Hadham in 1864.

In the late 19th Century the science of photography was developng 
rapidly, and many young entrepreneurs soon established local village 
photographic businesses. William was one of them and besides taking 
over the family shop at Ash Cottage, and continuing the undertaking 
business he produced a number of post cards of local buildings in Albury 
and The Hadhams.

The family have many notebooks and funeral books produced by the 
four men from between 1790 and 1910. 

The Ellcocks in Little Hadham   by Mike Smith
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The Hundred Parishes Society  www.hundredparishes.org.uk

Today there is much we take for granted that our ancestors would not have done – for 
example the availability of fresh running water.  In1786 it was recorded that during an attempt 
to reposition a Dunmow water pump “the gentlemen of the Mob Classes were determined it 
should not be moved . . . a great mob got together and a great riot ensued.” The riot led to 12 
people being imprisoned in Chelmsford Gaol.

Throughout the Hundred Parishes there are numerous surviving examples of water pumps 
that once served a small local community. Many are listed.

In Ugley Green, beside a large puddingstone, stands a village pump that dates from around 
1800 AD.  Westmill village in Hertfordshire has a pump, dating from about 1900. It stands on 
the village green and carries the inscription “Traverse the desert and then you can tell what 
treasure exists in the cool deep well.” This is an extract from a poem, Water, by Eliza Cook.

The communal village pump at Pump Green, High Easter has been 
sensitively renovated, having been in use until the 1930s. It stands in the 
shade of a lime tree planted to commemorate the coronation of King 
George V in 1910.  [right]

A 19th-century pump stands in the road in the centre of Hunsdon’s 
conservation area in front of 16th-century Pump House.

To commemorate Queen Victoria’s Jubilee in 1887 the village pump 
was erected in Little Dunmow.  It is now listed and is a fine example 
of Victorian design.

Thaxted and Great Dunmow have similar, rather grand, 19th-century pumps in prominent 
positions. 

I have mentioned just a few of the many and varied examples.  There are plenty more to be 
‘spotted’ around our beautiful area, some in obvious public locations and others in private 
gardens.       Ken McDonald, Secretary

Great Dunmow Hatfield Broad Oak Westmill 
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Message from your County Councillor, Graham McAndrew 

Christmas Spirit
During this festive season of giving, let us take time to slow down and enjoy the 
simple things. May this wonderful time of the year touch your heart in a special 
way. Wishing you much happiness not just today, but throughout the New Year. 
Merry Christmas and a happy new year to one and all.

More gritting routes to be treated by council’s gritting team
Hertfordshire County Council has approved new gritting routes to help keep key roads clear of 
snow and ice this winter.

The county council’s fleet of 58 gritters will, where practical, now grit roads to schools, care 
homes, doctor’s surgeries, key pharmacies and libraries, as well as all the county’s A and B 
roads, (including school bus routes), roads with a 10% gradient or steeper and at least one 
route into every village. 

Prepare for winter to avoid pipe bursts and flooding
With winter’s icy grip just around the corner, we are urging people to be prepared before the 
mercury plummets to sub-zero temperatures, which can lead to bursts and flooding inside 
homes.  In early 2018, much of the UK was in the grasp of 
the ‘Beast from the East’, which led to a massive increase 
in burst pipes inside and outside the home due to icy 
temperatures and sudden thaws. 

However, these problems can be prevented with a few 
simple steps:

•    Insulate outside taps and exposed water pipes in lofts 
and outside

•    Insulate cold water tanks

•    Check that external and internal stop taps are working so supplies can be turned off  
      in an emergency

•    If it’s very cold outside leave central heating on a low setting overnight

•    If leaving homes and business unattended for a long period, turn off the water supply at  
      the stop tap. Consider leaving the heating on a low setting

•    Fix dripping taps – even a small trickle can lead to a frozen pipe.

For more information and videos about coping with cold weather visit: www.affinitywater.co.uk/
winter  

County Cllr Graham McAndrew E: graham.mcandrew@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Please log all highway faults at www.hertsdirect.org/faultreporting/



Editor : Jan Finn, Jute House, 85a Bradford Street, Bocking Essex, CM7 9AU e-mails:  htfp@clocktower.co.uk
All articles for inclusion; sponsorship; and payment for advertising in the next issue

must be received by the18th of the month.  (cheques payable to Little Hadham PCC) 
Little Hadham Parish News is distributed free by St Cecilia’s church

Prayer Chain
Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive prayer requests.

Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will be forwarded to 
the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a period of time. 

All requests will be confidential.
Please ring anytime:  Janet: 842671,  Karin: 771532

January 2019 
St Cecilia’s,  Little Hadham  |  St Mary’s,  Albury  |  St Andrew’s,  Much Hadham

Don’t forget to join us for the Third Thursday Lunch when a light, but delicious lunch 
is served in the Village Hall for a donation, from 12.30.  Friends and neighbours 
meet here regularly for a chat and catch-up on all the news! 

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal  Many thanks to everybody who contributed to this 
year’s poppy appeal and especially those who went door-to-door selling poppies.  Together you 
raised a superb £1,023.  Well done, everybody!          Frank Green

6 Sunday   The Epiphany
9.15 a.m.  Family Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 a.m.  Holy Communion at St. Mary’s, Albury.

13 Sunday  Epiphany 2
9.15 a.m.  Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 a.m.  Holy Communion at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

20 Sunday   Epiphany 3
9.15 a.m.  Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 a.m.  Holy Communion at St. Mary’s, Albury.

23 Wednesday     Mid-week Communion
10.00 a.m.  Holy Communion from the Book of Common Prayer at St. Cecilia’s, 
  Little Hadham.
27 Sunday   Epiphany 4
9.15 a.m.  Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 a.m.  Family Communion at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

As we go into a New Year full of worry and doubts about the future,
join us at one of our services to lay your doubts and fears at the

feet of God who is the rock on which we build our lives.
Everyone will be welcome.


