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Letter from the Rectory        Revd. Steve BateLetter from the Rectory        Revd. Steve Bate

Many years ago, I was shown a letter written about me. It was written by the 
Diocesan Director of Ordinands – the person responsible for recommending 
people for ordained ministry. He’d met with me to form his opinion about my 
suitability for ordained ministry. “What might he have to say?” I wondered, as 
the letter was unfolded in front of me. There’s one word I still remember after 
all those years. The very first sentence of the letter began by describing me as 
a disciple. 
I was shocked! I thought the word ‘disciple’ was for special people who were with Jesus during 
his earthly ministry or, at least, exceptionally spiritual people. Me - a disciple? Surely not. It was 
the last word I’d think of using to describe myself. It got me thinking, though. It made me reflect 
on what it really means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. It made me realise that, strange as it 
may sound, all Christians are disciples – learners. We are people who are learning to be more 
like Jesus Christ himself.
When Jesus called his first disciples to follow him, he was calling them to a life of being with him 
and learning from him - being his apprentices so as to become like him. We too, are called to 
learn to be like Jesus Christ himself throughout our whole lives as his disciples. Today, his Spirit, 
God the Holy Spirit comes alongside us, accompanying us on our journey of Christian faith, 
helping us to be those disciples.
When someone is baptised in a christening service, whether an adult or a child, we remind 
those being baptised, or the parents and godparents of the help that they will need from the 
Christian community they have joined – their church. We promise to do all we can to play our 
part in helping to guide those baptised along their journey of faith. We’re reminded that being a 
Christian involves going to church, and more. We’re reminded that Christians are called to stand 
up for truth and justice, and show compassion to those in need. We’re reminded that we are 
to be faithful and loving. This is what it looks like to be a follower of Jesus, a disciple, someone 
learning to be more like Jesus Christ himself.
Across the River Ash Churches, of Albury, Little Hadham and Much Hadham, we offer activities 
to help people of all ages and stages of Christian faith to keep on learning and growing in faith 
as Christian disciples. There are opportunities to explore the Christian faith, to grow in faith 
through Bible study, prayer and supporting one another, and to discover the ways in which we 
are called to serve God – inside and outside the Church. Most recently, three people from our 
churches were confirmed in St Albans Cathedral in May. In that service they made a public 
declaration of the faith as Christian disciples and they reached that point after taking the 
opportunity to explore the Christian faith in more depth. It’s my prayer for them that they’ll 
continue to grow in faith as Christian disciples, keeping on learning to be like Jesus Christ 
himself.  I’d like to conclude with a prayer from the confirmation service. It’s a prayer for those 
who were confirmed, just after their confirmation. It’s also a prayer that we can pray for one 
another as we seek to grow in our faith. Defend, O Lord, these your servants with your heavenly 
grace, that they may continue yours for ever, and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and 
more, until they come to your everlasting kingdom.
Every blessing,
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Parish Council News 
Road safety
If you’re worried about drivers behaving 
unsafely at the lights you can now report 
anti-social driving online.  If you’re a pedestrian 
then you can record the behaviour on your 
phone and send to the police online https://
www.herts.police.uk/Report/Report .  If you’re 
in the car the footage must be via a dash cam 
or taken by a passenger.
The Drive safe scheme is progressing well, but 
is always looking for new volunteers – please 
contact the Parish Council Chair, Liz Lloyd 
Williams: chairlittlehadham@gmail.com

Stansted Airport flights
The parish council now supports the Stop 
Stansted Expansion scheme (see separate 
news item). We are looking for a volunteer or 
volunteers to act as liaison with the group to 
attend the meetings sharing concerns of the 
village and report back to the Parish Council. 
Interested? Then please get in touch with 
Councillor Will Wright: willwright.lhpc@gmail.com

Community grants
Are you involved with a community group that 
could benefit from a grant from the Stansted 
Airport CommunityTrust? If you want to find 
out more details about theTrust and grants 
please email cllr.susan.barker@essex.gov.uk 
or call 01245 231250.

Parish Clerk
Our Parish Clerk of the past 15 years, Bev 
Evans, has decided it is time to hang up his 
keyboard. Bev has done an excellent job 
keeping the Parish Council running since he 

took up the post.  Following his resignation, 
Bev’s last meeting as Clerk will be the coming 
meeting on Tuesday 5th June.  That leaves a 
vacancy for a Parish Clerk.  If you think you 
might like the role please get in touch as soon 
as possible to discuss.

Allotments
Are you interested in an allotment plot?  If so, 
we’d like to know. There are some available 
plots, to find out more please contact the 
Parish clerk:  clerklittlehadham@gmail.com .

Security
Please be aware of scam calls, there have 
now been a few reported in the parish. The 
police have also advised to be vigilant against 
shed burglaries as there have been a number 
in Hertfordshire recently. There have also been 
reports of off-road motorbikes and quad 
bikes causing a nuisance around Cradle End. 
Herts police now have a quad bike officer to 
tackle anti-social off road bikers. If you see 
any nuisance behaviour please help police 
build up a picture by reporting problems, you 
can call 101 or use the website and record 
times and location. https://www.herts.police.
uk/Report/Report

Parish Assembly
65 residents attended the Parish Assembly 
with a number of topics discussed and 
debated. Thank you all for attending and in 
some cases volunteering to help.  If you came 
forward to volunteer on the night please get 
in touch with Parish Council Chair, Liz Lloyd 
Williams: chairlittlehadham@gmail.com

The Next Parish Council meeting is on Tuesday 5th June at 8pm
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Village Hall News      Jan Williamson

In January there were some major changes in our Management Committee, when both 
our long-standing chair Jon Fardell, and Angela Fardell as booking secretary, stepped 
down from their respective positions.  At the same time Brian Kain and Binnie Keen 
resigned from the Management Committee and also as trustees of the underlying 
charity which supports the hall.  We owe a huge debt of gratitude to them all for keeping 
our Village Hall going over many years.  With these departures come new faces and so 
I would like to take this opportunity of introducing myself as the new chair, and saying 
welcome to Julianne McDonagh for taking on the role of booking secretary.  My husband 
Geoff joins me as the new vice-chair.
We have started with a close look at how we are going to keep an almost fifty-year-old 
building going, making it a hub for our local community, providing up-to-date facilities 
that users expect, and to ensure its viability for the future.  We now have wi-fi installed 
which we hope will prove a benefit for all hall users.  Our next priority is a substantial 
programme of work to the trees around the hall, as some are diseased, whilst others 
need reshaping.  Some of the larger trees are dangerously close to the hall and have 
caused root damage to a neighbouring property.  While this might seem drastic we hope 
that the village understands this work is necessary and will prevent future problems.
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Excellent opportunities for pupils 
aged 3-11 years

Care provision from 
7.45am to 6.30pm.

Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

for more details
A ‘Good’ schoolthat nurtures a love 

for learning  OFSTED 2018
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

continued on next page 
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Village Hall News, continued from page 4

In conjunction with these first steps we are undertaking a major are spring clean in 
order to keep the hall looking fresh, and having a clear-out of various items which 
have accumulated   the years and which are now unused.  We are also developing 
a business plan to consider the further refurbishment of the hall incorporating 
redecoration, upgrading the central heating system and replacing the windows with 
more energy-efficient units.
There is a lot of work to be done by a relatively small committee, so we are starting 
a “Friends of Little Hadham Village Hall”, which is intended as a directory of anyone 
who wishes to get involved in supporting the hall, in anything from fund-raising to 
spring cleaning, but as importantly for anyone who has skills particularly with regard 
to the hall’s refurbishment.  So anyone who puts themselves forward will be welcomed 
with open arms.  Also, with financial grants becoming ever more difficult to get, to 
succeed we need to prove that we have a community that cares enough to get 
involved.  If you feel that you would like to become a friend then please contact me 
on email address below or phone me on 771272.Jan Williamson, chairvillagehall@
littlehadham.org.uk  Please note all enquiries for hall bookings should be addressed to 
Julianne at   littlehadhambookingsecretary@gmail.com  .

We insure it.
You enjoy it.

Bespoke Adverts_A4.indd   1 16/08/2016   08:01

For more information on our Bespoke Insurance Collection, please 
pop into our Ware branch or call us now on 01920 469173 and we’ll 
put you in contact with your personal NFU Mutual Agent. 

 

Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in 
England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority 
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers.  
For security and training purposes, telephone calls may be recorded and monitored. 



66

Down at the doctor’s    Dr Paul Haimes

As you may be aware, the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) came into force on 
25th May and requires practices to process data “fairly” and in a “transparent manner” 
which is “easily accessible and easy to understand”. This means that practices must provide 
information to patients about how the practice processes patient data in the form of “practice 
privacy notices” (PPNs)

A suggested approach is that practices should display a poster in the waiting room, branch 
surgeries and online (so the information can be seen by those who do not attend the practice) 
We also intend to upload the information onto our waiting room information screen at Much 
Hadham Health Centre. The poster will signpost where more detailed PPNs can be found on 
the practice website and elsewhere, for example leaflets at reception or provided with repeat 
prescriptions. 

I am sad to announce that Georgie Arkell, one of our newer receptionists, is leaving after 15 
months to take up Maternity Care Assistant (MCA) training at Princess Alexandra Hospital in 
Harlow. She has been a breath of fresh air with her bubbly personality and computing skills 
and all staff will miss her. 

We now have a vacancy for a full time (37hrs) receptionist/administrator so if there is anyone 
out there please have a look on our website for more details.

ALL TREEWORK

HEDGES

STUMP REMOVAL

SEASONED LOGS

WOOD CHIPPINGS

KINDLING

FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY INSURED
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Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
Another successful Plant Sale/Coffee morning last month.  Thanks to all who helped set up, 
sell, clear up, brought plants to sell and made cakes and to all of you who bought the plants. 
Approx £450 was raised.

There are no Club nights in June, July or August but don’t forget our outings to Fuller’s Mill 
Garden, West Stow on Friday 8th June and to Wicketts, Upper Langley on Friday 6th July. The 
cost is £5 to members and £10 to non-members which includes tea/coffee and cake, and we 
will meet in the Village Hall car park to car share at 9.30 for Fuller’s Mill, and 9.45 for Wicketts. 
Please contact Anne on 771564 or Karin on 771532 to book your place.

Don’t forget the Autumn Show on 2nd September. Pickles and Chutneys need to be 3 months 
old, also clear cellophane tops for jams and marmalades.

There are no Garden Club meetings in 
June, July or August

     
Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

•		Huge	choice	of	doors	worktops,	
appliances,	sinks	&	taps

•		Made	to	measure	custom-built		
doors	and	units

•		Save	£1000s	with	a	makeover

•		Installed	by	local	skilled	tradesman

EST.
1999

Visit	our	showroom:
Units	3	&	5,	Star	Street,	Ware,	
Hertfordshire,	SG12	7AA

sg@dreamdoors.co.uk
dreamdoors.co.uk

PLEASE	CALL:

01920 463302

Brighten up your kitchen
QUALITY 
KITCHEN 
FACELIFTS

®

Before
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Bishop’s Stortford Choral Society
Bishop’s Stortford Choral Society are performing Mendelssohn’s Elijah  on 30 

June at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church, South Street, Bishops Stortford, with 
Hertfordshire Philharmonia Orchestra. 

Elijah is known as Mendelssohn’s choral masterpiece - Classic FM calls it 
“glorious”! Richard Brain will be conducting the concert.and the bass soloist will 
be Rene Bloice-Sanders. Tickets are available in advance through the Choral 
Society’s website  www.singwithbscs.org.uk and Bishop’s Stortford Tourist Information, 
Market Square or can be obtained on the door. The Choral Society welcomes 
new members throughout the year at its Thursday 7:45 pm rehearsals in the 
Water Lane United Reformed Church.

Email your address with ‘Paper-free’ in the subject line 
to htfp@clocktower.co.uk and receive an early copy of the Parish News.  

Give it a try and save us time and money!

LOCAL

PROFESSIONAL

CARPET  &  UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

01279-776012

07971-786123

Experienced Qualified BOOKKEEPER
Accounts to Trial Balance ready to 

present to your Accountant.
Monthly Management Accounts.

VAT Returns
SAGE Accounts, Payroll and QuickBooks

References available
Chris Stigwood 07814 096789
chrisstigwood@hotmail.com

Hatfield Broad Oak                          www.cammashall.co.uk

• Pick-your-own & freshly ready-picked produce

• Tea Barn - great coffee and homemade food

• Children’s Play Area

• Seasonal Farm Shop

• Nature Trail

• Maize Maze (end August to end October)

A great day out for all the family!

Open Tuesday 
to Sunday  and Bank Holidays

Strawberries • Gooseberries • Raspberries • Onions  
• Blackberries • Blackcurrants •  Sweetcorn • Cherries  

• Blueberries • Sunflowers • Pumpkins...  when in season
& other local produce including honey & jam from the farm 

Postcode for SatNav: CM22 7JT

The highest quality fresh produce  
in beautiful countryside surroundings
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News from the Gardens of Easton Lodge Preservation Trust

What a difference a year makes: at this time, last year, we were keeping our fingers crossed 
for rain, to green up the new grass in the Walled Garden, and for the successful building of the 
treehouse! 

At this June’s Open Day the Gardens should be looking beautiful as we celebrate the nature 
that we cherish alongside the formal planting. There are many areas where wild flowers already 
thrive and we are introducing a new grass cutting regime this year to help the wild flowers set 
seed and multiply. This year the snowdrops were gorgeous, as usual, and we have had more 
cowslips than previously and banks of bluebells, particularly down at the end of the Glade. 

By June, the viewing platform should give fine views of waterlilies on the fishing lake. We 
will have bug hunting for children as well as a nature trail and craft activities. We will be 
joined by Uttlesford Beekeepers, the RSPB, plant and craft stalls, including willow-weaving. 
And local musician, Keef Jackman, will play his Ukelele blues and other self-penned songs. Of 
course no Garden Open Day would be complete without our locally renowned bacon rolls and 
homemade cakes.   Date: June 24th, 11.30 – 5.pm, last entry 4.pm Price: £4.50, free entry for 
children under 16 years old.

For more details and the latest news, go to our Website at www.eastonlodge.co.uk  or find us 
on Facebook.            Jill Goldsmith

CLOCKTOWER

Apple Mac sales
Repairs
Service

Data rescue
Upgrades

Jute House
85a Bradford Street
Bocking, CM7 9AU

01376 340579
www.clocktower.co.uk
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The Hundred Parishes      www.hundredparishes.org.uk

continued on page 11

Open garden at Foxglove Cottage,Perry Green, Much Hadham, SG10 6EF by owners Jennifer 
and John Flexton.  Foxglove Cottage is a charming thatched cottage located in the idyllic 
setting of Perry Green, Much Hadham. Just a stone’s throw away from the Henry Moore 
Foundation, the property is nestled within two-thirds of an acre and has an abundance of 
colourful successional flower planting.  Featuring classic garden plants, vibrant blooms and 
herbaceous borders abound with an array of hardy perennials, the cottage is the epitome of 
English country charm and radiates tranquility.  Adjacent to the hard working greenhouse is an 
organic vegetable garden, herb garden and rose garden.
Many of the plants have been selected to attract bees, butterflies and wildlife, whilst a multitude 
of bird houses are dotted throughout.  Ultimately, the garden’s beautiful Foxgloves have free 
reign and can be expected to pop up just about anywhere.
Friday evening July 6th, 2018 6pm - 8.30
2 gardens combined entry with Hoglands Garden, Henry Moore Foundation. Refreshments: 
Wine.  Admission:Adult: £6.00 for BOTH gardens  Child: Free and dogs welcome.
Sunday afternoon, July 8th, 2pm - 5.30.0  Refreshments: Home-made teas.
Admission: Adult: £4.00  Child: Free and Dogs welcome  This garden also makes a donation to 
the Amy May Trust  Directions and Parking  Follow brown signs to Henry Moore Foundation 
garden is 2 mins walk from Hoops Inn & HMF. Satnav postcode SG10 6EE. Parking Fri eve 
HMF & Hoops Inn.  Sun afternoon Hoops Inn only..

National Garden Scheme

Within its towns, villages and countryside, the Hundred Parishes has an exceptional depth 
of ancient buildings. More than 6,000 are “listed”, meaning that they have been formally 
identified as an important part of our national heritage so that they can be protected by law. 
They appear on the National Heritage List for England. 
6,000 listings represents more than 10% of all buildings within the Hundred Parishes, whilst 
nationally only about 2% are listed.  Furthermore, half of our listed buildings date from the 
year 1700 AD or earlier.  This exceptional depth of heritage is a key feature of the Hundred 
Parishes. 
Over 100 buildings within the Hundred Parishes have the highest category of listing - Grade 
I - and of these more than half are parish churches, constructed and reconstructed over the 
last thousand years. 
By way of explanation, of all listed buildings in England less than 3% have been classified 
as Grade I, while 92% fall into the Grade II category and about 5% into the intermediate 
Grade II* (“two star”) category. Listings can relate to all manner of buildings, whilst there are 
separate listings of “registered parks and gardens” and “scheduled monuments”. Local listed 
buildings include garden walls, gravestones, war memorials, telephone boxes, milestones and 
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The Hundred Parishes, continued 

other features of historic interest.
Details of all listed buildings can easily be found on www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk. All listings, 
including parks and gardens and scheduled monuments, can be found on the official website, 
https://historicengland.org.uk/, but it isn’t as easy to navigate.
The fact that a building is listed gives it some degree of protection so that it should survive to 
delight future generations.  Owners of listed buildings are generally conscious that they are just 
today’s custodian within a long line of custodians. 

Bob Reed’s talk on Pishiobury Park compared the 
roles and life styles of the latter in the late 19th C, 
with those portrayed in the TV series Downton Abbey.  
Pishiobury was established in 1144 as a sub-manor 

of Sawbridgeworth.  In 1400 the estate was about  400 acres of mostly arable land with a 
house and orchard.  It was sold to Henry VIII in 1534 who granted it to Anne Boleyn.  After her 
execution the house decayed and was replaced in 1585.  Later described as a neat pile for a 
Manor House, it was adorned in front by a fair bowling green and had fair walks.  The house 
was remodelled in 1782-4, with its Park created in the style of Capability Brown having an 
artificial oxbow lake, pleasure gardens protected by a HaHa and walks.  By the late 19th C 
the estate was still self sufficient growing all its own crops, together with a herd of Long Horns 
for beef and Short Horns for dairy products. The octagon cow house and dairy were state of 
the art and are still largely intact.  Crop rotation, rare at the time, was practised with clover, 

	  

40

Specialists in:
• Aeration
• Scarification
• Moss control
• Weed control
• Fertiliser application

Locally based just call, 
John on 07725415826

www.supalawns.com
info@supalawns.com

continued on page 14
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Coming soon

No Garden Club meeting in June.

5 Tue, Edible and Ornamental Containers 
and Baskets Workshop, see page 13.

5 Tue, Parish Council Meeting, 8pm. Come 
along and see what is going on in the village.

8 Fri U3A meeting 3pm, Memorial Hall 
Sawbridgeworth, We meet on the second 
Friday of every month. For more details you 
can contact our Membership Secretary, John 
Dickenson on 01279 722297.

9 Sat, Ware Choral Concert Requiem. See 
page 17.

9 Sat,  The 13th Ware Dragon Boat Regatta

10am - 4pm – The River Lee, Broadmeads, 
Ware, SG12 9HY.  Sponsored fun paddle on 
the River Lee in aid of Isabel Hospice. The 
Hertford Shires Rotary Club has organised 
this exciting event on the river in Ware (near 
the Sacred Heart School). This year Team 
Isabel headed up by James Storey and Mark 
Bremner are entering again to defend their 
“Winners Title” from last year. Family and 
friends welcome to come to enjoy the BBQ 
and give their support. For entry details contact 
Philip Walter at dragons@hertfordshiresrotary.
org.uk or call 01920 420045.
17 Sun, Millers Cottage Garden Party, 2pm – 
5pm - The Millers Cottage, Pig Lane, Bishop’s 
Stortford, CM22 7PA.  Join Isabel Hospice 
at this romantic Cottage garden covering 4 
acres with hundreds of roses, a woodland 
brook side walk and a wedding pavilion. There 
will be musical entertainment and stalls and 
there is a large free car park on site. Tickets 
cost £5.00 on entrance (this does not include 
cream teas). This event is being held in aid of 
Isabel Hospice. For more information contact 
Renee by emailing renee_friend@msn.com or 
call 01279 755320.

18 Mon, “A Town Walk of Bishop’s Stortford” 
by Jonathon Forgham will finish at “The Half 
Moon” about 9:00pm  Meet at St Michael’s 
Church, Bishop’s Stortford at 6:30pm. 

21 Thur, Third Thursday Lunch Don’t 
forget to join us for a light, but delicious 
lunch served in the Village Hall for a 
donation, from 12.30.  Friends and 
neighbours meet here regularly for a chat 
and catch up on all the news! 

22 Fri, A Night at the Races, Meldreth Village 
Hall,  See page13.

26 Tue, Brownies Tea Party in aid of the Air 
Ambulance, 4 -5pm All welcome.

28 Thur, Whist Drive  If you would like to 
learn to play whist contact Mrs Ross Barron 
on 771694.   All drives commence 7:30 pm
(doors open by 7:15pm) on the last thursday 
of the month, in the Village Hall.

30 Sat, Farmers’ Market, 8.30 - 11.30am.

30 Sat, Summer Fayre, St Elizabeth’s Centre.

30 Sat, Jono and Wendy’s Grand Charity Quiz 
Night, starting at 7.45pm Details on page 19.

Open Gardens in June, See pp10, 20, 22.

What’s on in June       in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated 

July 3 Literary Lunch, see poster on page 17.

July 16 Hadham’s History Soc. 8pm Green 
Room, Much Hadham Village Hall.  “The 
History of the Blue Coat Boys” by Cristina 
Harrison, Curator of The Forge Museum, MH. 

July 29 NGS Open Garden in Lt Hadham. 
The garden at 9 Lloyd Taylor Close, Little 
Hadham, SG11 2NB Open 2pm to 5pm.

Sept 2 Garden Club Autumn Show 
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Edible and Ornamental Containers and 
Baskets Workshop, 

Cammas Hall Fruit Farm, Needham Green, 
Hatfield Broad Oak, CM22 7JT.

 Tuesday 5th June at 10.am  Tickets: £25 adults
Learn how to put together a basket or container 

using edible and ornamental plants such as herbs, 
veggie plants and early summer flowering plants. 

The course is 2.5 hours duration.  Materials 
are included in the price.  Refreshments will be 

provided.  To book your place, call the farm office 
01279 718570 Monday to Friday 09.00 - 17.00
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The Hadhams’ History Society, continued from page 10.

added guano and crushed bones.  One particular field of 70 acres is unimproved grassland 
and never having been ploughed, has a good depth of top soil.  It still has a great variety of 
rare native flowers and grasses. 

The owners operated a strictly controlled heirarchy, like that shown in the TV series.  Below 
stairs domestic servants and farm labourers were effectively trapped on the estate, and labour 
was very cheap.  Gardeners and labourers were undernourished, fed after the dogs and were 
generally treated as being less important.  Staff worked for life and if injured or severely ill, one 
was likely to die early of infection.  The audience thought Bob’s approach comparing real life 
to that shown in the TV series worked well and being made with humour and good visual aids, 
was much appreciated by all

Notice
Members who have not returned their data consent forms by now will no longer be contacted 
personally, and their contact details will be deleted from society records.  Notices of meetings 
will still be available via the Parish Magazines; and the Events page on our web site will 
continue to include programme updates.

Forthcoming Meetings  
Mon 18th June - Meet at St Michael’s Church, Bishop’s Stortford at 6:30pm.  “A Town Walk of 
Bishop’s Stortford” by Jonathon Forgham will finish at “The Half Moon” about 9:00pm

 

WOOD 
BRIQUETTES 

      
High burn temperatures, 
Safe for wood burners, 
Very low ash content, 

Clean to handle 
 
£3 per bag collected from 

Furneux Pelham or  
£5 per bag free local 
delivery (min order 

vapplies)  
 

For more info please call  
01279 777666 or email 
janbor@btconnect.com  

 
All prices are inclusive of VAT 

charged at 5% 

 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk
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Literary Lunch July 3rd aee poster on page 17

How do you deal with a diagnosis of Parkinson’s? Dancing is probably the last thing on your 
mind…  Parkinson’s & the Tango Effect is the story of an incredible year in the life of a woman 
with Parkinson’s. It began with a tango lesson and grew into an exploration of the healing 
potential of the dance.

Quirky, intimate and unashamedly literary, the book takes an unflinching look at the dark side 
but also at reasons to celebrate. It builds on research on the impact of dance on Parkinson’s 
symptoms & takes it a stage further, with a behind-the-scenes record of private lessons and 
contributions from tango teachers. It documents the emotional and social benefits of the dance 
and its impact on the quality of life.

This book is my story, a story of learning to accept myself as I am but also refusing to be 
defined by Parkinson’s. It’s about how I found a way of living with illness that is liberating. It’s 
the story of an extraordinary dance, both exotic and accessible, its history, its music. It’s the 
story of what happens when the two come together. And it’s the story of a sustaining and 
enduring friendship.

Parkinson’s & the Tango Effect challenges our perceptions of disability. It is essential reading 
for those with a professional interest in dance and Parkinson’s, and for researchers in the field.

It’s also a book for the ordinary reader, for those living with a chronic condition, and for the 
tango and Parkinson’s communities worldwide
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Message from your County Councillor, Graham McAndrew 

Bank Holiday clean up: 
Litter groups say public must pick up their own rubbish.   Litterers have been 
warned to pick up their own rubbish in the face of councils being increasingly 
unable to afford to do so. The record-breaking bank holiday weather drove 
people to parks and beaches across the country, but left behind a sea of litter. Campaign 
group Clean Up Britain has urged people to take responsibility for their actions. In 2016 – 
2017, local authorities spent £682 million on keeping streets clean. Last month councils across 
England were given the power to increase fines for dropping litter, from £80 up to £150. Food 
for thought, do you take your own rubbish back home to dispose of?

It’s National Clean Air Day on Thursday June 21st  2018
and East Herts is working with Hertfordshire County Council and others to support the day 
again as part of its #KeepItClean campaign helping to raise awareness on how to reduce 
vehicle pollution.
Please let us have your views by answering a few quick questions here: https://www.
surveymonkey.co.uk/r/CleanAirDay2018

Royal wedding could give £80m lift to Britain’s economy 
The Royal Wedding could provide more than a £80million boost to the country’s economy as 
many are looking to make a profit on the couple’s upcoming nuptials. Hertfordshire County 
Council has received 51 applications to hold street parties, Hertfordshire county currently holds 
the largest number to date so far.

UK consumers cause increase in pollution
Greenhouse gases linked to goods and services used in Britain has risen by 2 per cent between 
2014 and 2015 with the increase attributed to goods made abroad such as China. Are we all 
guilty of an increase in pollution?

East Herts Council Community Grants Programme is now open.
Last year 53 grants totalling around £119,000 were awarded to community projects around 
the district including grants to improve facilities, pay for equipment and help support young 
sporting talent. You can find out more about the council’s health and wellbeing priorities, 
whether your organisation might be eligible and how to submit a successful bid at:   https://
www.eastherts.gov.uk/communitygrants.
For further assistance you can email: claire.pullen@eastherts.gov.uk

Keeping East Herts licensed taxis safe
Since September 2016, four new licence applications have been refused and seven licences 
of existing drivers have been revoked. The reasons include various breaches of the Code of 
Good Conduct, information relating to inappropriate behaviour, and cautions and convictions 
for various offences. This has resulted in drivers being deemed to be below the high standards 
required to drive the public.
County Cllr Graham McAndrew E: graham.mcandrew@hertfordshire.gov.uk
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Ware Choral
Ware Choral Concert Requiem

9th June 7:30pm - 11:55pm.

Drill Hall, Ware, SG12 9HP

Join Isabel Hospice at the 
Requiem 70th anniversary 
since the choir was re-formed 
following the war. This Memorial 
Concert is being held in aid of 
Isabel Hospice. Tickets including 
programme cost £20 reserved 
and £18 unreserved. To get your 
tickets or for more information 
please contact Pauline at Ware 
Choral by emailing pauline@
warechoral.org.uk. 





















Jude Simpson 
 

 

Kate Swindlehurst
Author of Parkinson’s and the Tango Effect: My Year on the Dance Floor 

an exploration of the healing power of tango 
 














 

All proceeds in aid of Home-Start Royston & South Cambridgeshire 
www.hsrsc.org.uk     Charity No. 1105385 

MICK’S CARPENTRY 
& PLASTERING 

SERVICES
Clean & Reliable

All Plastering, Artexing, 
Coving & Rendering 

undertaken.  Also Doors, 
Locks, Laminate Flooring, 
Repairs & Refurbishments, 

Fencing & Decking.
Tel: 01279 758708

Mob: 07811 141275
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Rural Ramblings           Cherry Mardell

         APPLE MAC    

REPAIRS                UPGRADES

     SERVICE                 DATA RESCUE        

INKS  IPHONES

Clocktower

85a Bradford Street, Bocking CM7 9AU

01376 340579

www.clocktower.co.uk

 
 
 
 
 
 

J.Marshall Pest Solutions Ltd 
 
For those looking for a Fast, Professional, Safe 
Efficient more permanent Pest Solution 
 
Rats and Mice, Moles, Wasps, Flies, Bed Bugs Etc 
Locally based 
Please call John on 07725 415826 or  
01279 844956 
Email: marshallj68@me.com 
RSPH/BPCA Certified, NPTA member  

38 High Street • Buntingford • Herts • SG9 9AQ  
T: 01763 271122   www.touchofglamour.co.uk

BEAUTY SALON

£5 off 
with this 

advert
A WIDE RANGE OF TREATMENTS
FOR BOTH MEN & WOMEN

Elemis, Murad, CACI Synergy & Ultimate, 
O.P.I, BareMinerals, Shellac & LVL

I may be old but I consider myself fairly ‘with it’… whatever that really means.  I use my 
computer on average three hours a day, I write copious emails, receive hundreds, am active on 
Facebook.. I even run my own website – all without too much hassle. But two weeks ago I was 
scammed , with Facebook being the culprit!  In my never ending quest to lose weight, I was 
drawn to a Facebook advert which sounded too good to be true. It turned out to be just that!
The offer was a free sample of the magic elixir which would help me slim, with dozens of 
delighted people singing its praises. All I had to pay was the postage. So I went onto their 
website and ‘clicked’ to receive the sample. It was a complicated website which offered me 
other slimming stuff, which I didn’t want. I thought I had done it all correctly, but in fact, I think 
I must have clicked something which said I wanted another product too. I paid the nominal 
postage by credit card… and a week later I received a bulging package which contained not 
only my ‘free sample’ but three containers of another product.
 I immediately e-mailed the firm concerned (they are Cyprus based) and they told me I would 
get my money back if I returned the goods. This I did but, four weeks later, I have heard nothing.
My credit card came in this week. Boy, have they been busy their end. They have taken out 
more than £100 citing four different so-called companies including nearly £80 taken in the 
last few days.  A Saturday call to the credit card company resulted in a rather bored young 
man who said my next step was to send an email  repeating my sorry tale, labelled ‘disputes’.
I simmered all weekend and on Monday morning I called the credit card company again and 
told them to cancel my card.
What’s that expression? There’s no fool like an old fool!  to be continued . . .
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Grand Charity Quiz Night                 Jono Forgham
Wendy and I are planning on running a grand quiz night in our Village Hall on Saturday 
30th June, beginning at 7.45pm.
Tables/teams of up to 6 maximum, at £5.00 per head. There will be a bar selling soft drinks, 
beers and wine to aid the cause and please bring your own food and nibbles.
All money to go to:
Alis Kingston is 15 and attends Leventhorpe school. Alis’ sister, Holi is in the same class as 
one of Wendy’s grandsons and it was he who asked if we could make a donation to the 
cost of Alis’ impending surgery.
Alis has scoliosis, an abnormal curvature of the spine. This means she is slowly twisting 
more and more along the length of her torso and developing a hump. This is a condition 
that only started 18 months ago. If she does not have surgery to arrest this curvature, the 
curve will increase until it begins to crush her internal organs.
The usual method to treat this is to fuse the vertebrae but this is irreversible and will 
require future fusion procedures due to painful wear and tear.
However, Alis does have another option. A new operation called tethering or VBT has 
been developed. This operation can be carried out in Germany but needs to be done 
sooner than later. Consequently the date of 8th August has been set. All proceeds from 
our quiz will go towards the overall cost of the operation, some £35,000.
We invite you all to support our event and will gladly receive donations from residents 
who are unable to come along on the 30th June.

The Costume 
Workshop

costume hire

hand-made originals
for

Fancy Dress Parties
Amateur Dramatics

Pantomime
and specialising in

Period costumes for 
adults and children to 
wear on educational 
trips and in history 

lessons
open by arrangement

 01279 771223, 07973 899497
Home Farm Chapel Lane Little Hadham

www.thecostumeworkshop.co.uk

continued on page 23
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Eric Rogers. 11.12.32 – 26.04.18.
We have been overwhelmed with the love, support and care given to 
us since Eric’s death and thank you all so very much.  His funeral is to 
be in St. Cecilia’s  Church at 2 pm on Wednesday, 30th May, with the 
reception in the Village Hall.  You would be welcome to attend.  We 
have requested family flowers only, but donations in his memory to 
Greenpeace or Humane Society International, via Daniel Robinsons, 
South Street, Bishop’s Stortford.  Or a charity of your choice.

Eric had left a few notes of his last wishes and we would like to share 
his ‘few hopeful thoughts’:

  Jesus Christ said ‘Love thy Neighbour’
  The Buddha said ‘Be compassionate’

  David Attenborough said ‘We must share
 this Planet with all other creatures living on it’ 

With love and thanks, Beth, Ruth and Ennis

Events in aid of British Red Cross
www.redcross.org.uk/opengardens
10 June Open Gardens
  Dassels Bury
  Dassels SG11 2RW
  2pm-5pm
  £5 per adult

17 June  Open Gardens
  Letchworth Open Gardens SG6 4AA
  2-5pm
  £7 per adult

17 June Open Gardens
  Bayford Musical Gardens Day
  SG13 8PX
  11:30am-5pm
  £10 per adult

8 July  Open Gardens
  Clinton-Baker Pinetum & Hertfordshire Observatory
  Bayfordbury, Nr Hertford SG13 8LD
  2pm-5pm
  £5 per adult
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SSE News
Poll Victory for Local Residents over Airport Computer

Manchester Airports Group (MAG) has no cause to celebrate over its claim that 
some 650 emails have been sent to Uttlesford District Council supporting its plans 
to expand Stansted Airport to an annual passenger throughput of 43 million – 66% 
above the 25.9 million passengers handled last year.  

Unsurprisingly MAG’s spin doctors do not bother to point out that 615 of the supportive 
responses were almost identical computer-generated emails, prompted by a letter from 
Stansted Chief Executive Ken O’Toole to all his employees and airport-based businesses urging 
them to “voice their support” for MAG’s expansion proposals for Stansted, saying:

“It is quick and easy to register your support for the application and will take two minutes.  All 
you need to do is log onto www.ourstansted.com and complete the registration form. This will 
then send a letter automatically to the Council outlining why you support the plans for the 
airport.”

Even though it was said to take just two minutes to send an automatic, computer-generated 
email to Uttlesford District Council supporting the airport’s expansion plans only five per cent 
of those employed at the airport took the trouble to do that, which doesn’t say much for airport 
staff morale or loyalty.     

Stop Stansted Expansion (SSE) Deputy Chairman Brian Ross said “Despite MAG’s attempts 
to rig the system, local people have outscored the airport’s computer ‘voting’ system with more 
than 700 objections to MAG’s plans – all individually written.  Aircraft noise, especially at night, 
is the biggest concern – followed by road traffic, with many respondents saying that local roads 
already can’t cope.” 

Those objecting to the planning application come from far and wide, although mostly from 
those parts of Essex and Herts most affected by the impacts of the airport.  Some 50 local 
Parish and Town Councils are amongst those opposing the airport’s expansion plans.

To add insult to MAG’s injury, its attempt to flood Uttlesford District Council with standard emails 
supporting its expansion plans may have spectacularly backfired because the computerised 
system which generated the standard emails failed to include the sender’s postal address – a 
requirement which the Council has always insisted upon.  As a result, it is understood these 
automatic emails are to be treated as a petition, which will carry minimal weight.

On Monday (30 April) SSE sent Uttlesford District Council its own response to the MAG 
planning application.  SSE’s 175-page response setting out the detailed grounds for refusing 
the application is the result of two months’ work by an expert SSE team and is now available 
on the SSE website. planning application (615 of which are computer-generated) and 705 
oppose the application.  The remaining 137 are technical documents and representations 
which do not express an opinion either way.
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TALKING BOWLS ........................or something

The National Open Garden Scheme

SHOULD HAVE SEEN IT COMING. Suggesting a likeness between hedgehogs and bowlers  
on exiting hibernation in last month’s PM  was, in hindsight, bound to bring other comparisons  
-  and it did.    A bit harsh though to suggest bowlers are similarly round backed, prickly and shy.  
I  have yet to see a hedgehog this year  (has anyone?)  but bowlers  abound, so shy we are not!

The season opened with some damp and cold weather in late April but we have since had 
some lovely sunny days just perfect for bowling. The Green is in sparkling condition and our 
outside competitions are underway. More next month on our progress across these various 
competitions and an insight into our prospects  of  ‘conquering all’ in 2018!

Our Bowls Club is about much more than highly competitive matches.  Our very sociable 
and friendly weekend  games against surrounding clubs both at home and away are a huge 
part of our ‘reason to be’.  Around 20 members, male and female, raw beginners through to 
experienced bowlers, come together to play in triples or quad teams.   Nobody minds  if you 
have a bad game and both sides get together after the match for a drink and some eats. What 
better way to meet other people and fill a weekend afternoon! 

We are delighted  that three new bowlers have already  joined  this season and that is before 
our recruitment ‘OPEN DAY’ on Saturday 16 June when we hope to see many come along and 
try their hand at bowls. All equipment will be provided  - just bring flat heelless footwear (most 
trainers are fine)  Members will be on hand to give guidance between 11.00am and 4.00pm. 
All ages are welcome and it is free of charge.  Make a note in your diary as it could be your 
first step to a pleasurable, healthy and sociable lifelong activity.

See you on the 16th if not before on a Wednesday evening ?

            Jack

Much Hadham Bowling Green, Recreation Ground SG10 6DL. Enquiries 01279 842637 

1st June 6pm – 9pm and 10th June 12pm – 5pm,   Mackerye End Harpenden, 
AL5 5DR

Join us for refreshments in a grade I listed manor house set in 15 acres of 
gardens, parkland and woodland. Bishop’s Stortford Fundraising Group will be 
selling refreshments in aid of Isabel Hospice. The National Open Garden Scheme 
is the most significant charitable funder of nursing charities in the country, 
donating over £50 million so far. Admission is £6 per person and children go 
free! All proceeds from refreshments will be donated to Isabel Hospice. If you’re 
interested in coming along or you’d like to find out more please contact Karen 
Chappell at Karen.chappell@isabelhospice.org.uk. 
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Thank you!

The Panto Group. . .

Comment

Grand Quiz continued from page19

Thank you Paul, Natalie and Family for your Landlord/Lady work in the Nag’s Head.
You have served us well and the community when in need, No Gas, no water. You were there
seeing to the needs of the vulnerable in our community.
We shall miss you very much, but we hope to see you in the pub on the other side of the bar !
All the very best in your new ventures.

Jill, Mark and Kate Goddard

.would like to thank all those that came and supported “ Song for your Supper”. It was a great 
success.  Good singing, good music and good food all helped to make it a great evening. 
A donation of £1250 was made to Action on Pulmonary Fribrosis.  

Once again a big Thankyou.                  L.H.P.G

In the April edition of the Parish News, Cherry Mardell chided the dustcart collectors for the 
damage their vehicles create.

I reserve my criticisms for those, probably agricultural contractors, who feel entitled to drive 
their large equipment along quite inappropriate rural lanes. The photos below illustrate the 
damage caused. Once the damage is started the banks never recover as they now become fair 
game for ensuing vehicles.        Mike Sargent

For more information and tickets, please contact Jono (07805571551) or Wendy 
(07817633713)or at home on 01279 776112. Alternatively, email jforgham@hotmail.
com or wendywoodgate@hotmail.com If you wish to make an anonymous donation, 
please do visit:   https://www.gofundme.com/surgery-for-alis   
Twitter : @alis_scoliosis     Instagram: @fundraiserforalis



If you would like to find out more about the life of our church, please see our website 
www.riverashchurches.org.uk

There has been one entry in the Register this month:  

Funeral, 10th May 2018: Marjorie Rose Gibson, aged 96, resident of Little Hadham and 
lately of Ashview Nursing Home.  Sadly missed by Mary, Julie and  Dale and their families.

Editor : Jan Finn, Jute House, 85a Bradford Street, Bocking Essex, CM7 9AU e-mails:  htfp@clocktower.co.uk
All articles for inclusion; sponsorship; and payment for advertising in the next issue

must be received by the18th of the month.  (cheques payable to Little Hadham PCC) 
Little Hadham Parish News is distributed free by St Cecilia’s church

Prayer Chain
Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive prayer requests.

Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will be forwarded to 
the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a period of time. 

All requests will be confidential.
Please ring anytime:  Janet: 842671,  Karin: 771532

3 Sunday,    Trinity 1
9.15 a.m.   Family Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 a.m.   Holy Communion at St. Mary’s, Albury.

10 Sunday,     Trinity 2
9.15 a.m.   Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 a.m.   Holy Communion at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

17 Sunday,     Trinity 3
9.15 a.m.   Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 a.m.   Holy Communion at St. Mary’s,  Albury.

24 Sunday,     Trinity 4
9.15 a.m.   Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 a.m.   Family Communion at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

27 Wednesday, 
10.00 a.m.   Midweek Communion at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

June 2018 
St Cecilia’s,  Little Hadham  |  St Mary’s,  Albury  |  St Andrew’s,  Much Hadham


