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Letter from the Rectory		

Revd. Steve Bate

Around a month ago, a small group from our churches joined with others, mainly
from East Anglia, for a Day of Encouragement. The day did exactly what was
promised in the title – we were encouraged! We were encouraged by the sessions
led by Stephen Cottrell who is the Bishop of Chelmsford. Bishop Stephen shared
his wisdom on the subject of ‘Rediscovering our Joy’ with plenty of space for
discussion and prayer.
Nearly a month on, I still remember a story from the opening talk. Bishop Stephen told us of a
conversation he once got into while drinking coffee, waiting for a train at the station. The lady
in the coffee shop who spotted he was a member of the clergy asked him several questions
in the short space of time they were waiting. One of her questions went something like this:
“When I meet people of faith, I find they fall into two categories: the first category is those
who seem to treat their faith like a hobby. The second category is those who embrace their
faith in such a way that it frightens everyone else away. Is there another way?” How did the
Bishop answer? Like this: “Yes, there is another way, the way of Jesus Christ, and you will find
this at your local church.”
It’s my prayer that this is what people will find in our own churches, that they will find people
who take their faith seriously, that they will find people whose faith has an attractive quality
and isn’t at all frightening. This is what many already find and some of them have remarked to
me about the friendliness of our congregations – a friendliness that springs from their Christian
faith and is something that’s not at all frightening!
If, like the lady at the station, you’re wondering “Is there another way.” I’d also say “Yes, there is,
it’s the way of Jesus Christ, and you will find this at your local church.” If you haven’t yet looked
into this, why not do so in this Easter season.
Everyone is welcome to come and find the way of Jesus Christ in your local church - in our
worship and the wider life of our church. Everyone is welcome to discover the different ways
that the way of Jesus can be found in our churches. You might find the way of Jesus in our
regular communion services, you might find it in our newer services for children and families:
Messy Church in Much Hadham, the new Family Service in Little Hadham or the new worship
for all ages that’s coming to Albury. For those seeking to find the way of Jesus in a more
traditional setting we’re re-introducing Book of Common Prayer evensong at St Thomas’ Perry
Green.
Jesus said to some of his first followers, “Come and see.” May I invite you to come and see?
Come and see the way of Jesus Christ, come and find the way of Jesus Christ for yourself in
your local church.
Every blessing.
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Parish Council News
Bury Green
There was a lot of interest shown in the
proposed development of the former GSK site
at Bury Green at our March Parish Council
meeting. Both County and District Councillors
were present and able to give advice about
the current District Plan and how that effected
the need, or lack of, to build houses in Category
2 or 3 villages. The Development company is
to feed back their plans at the Village Hall on
22nd March. The Parish Council is interested
to hear local views and will be actively
seeking them on submission of any planning
application by the Development company?

Salt Bags
A thank you to the Lipscombe family at Bury
Green who currently store free bags of salt
and during the last two snow days they moved
the salt around the parish - delivering to The
Smithy and Cradle End, and making the salt
available on the Green at Bury Green. This

helped local people to salt particularly nasty
stretches of roads that Highways will not do
during icy periods. If anyone would like to
keep any salt bags for future use in their part
of the Parish please pass your details to the
Parish Clerk who will forward them to the
people storing the salt bags.
Next Parish Council meeting will be
at the Village Hall on Tuesday 3rd April 2018
at 8pm. We use the main hall so there is
plenty of space, and there is also a hearing
loop installed for the hard of hearing. Please
come and let the Councillors know what you
would like to see happen in our village, and
listen to the work being carried out.
Parish Clerk is contactable on 01279
842803 or email clerklittlehadham@gmail.
com <mailto:clerklittlehadham@gmail.com>
Parish Council Website can be accessed via
http://www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk <http://
www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk>

EASTER EGG
HUNT
11am Monday 2nd April
Millennium Wood

To make sure we have enough eggs
and prizes we would be grateful if you
could contact jforgham@hotmail.com
for a form which we shall require to be
returned asap. These forms will also be
available from the school. Additionally,
there will be a raffle for a giant cuddly
rabbit. All donations and raffle sales will
go to improving the wood habitat.
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Little Hadham & Albury Social Club
We send an invitation to all Social Club members; do please come along to our
final get- together when we shall share a meal and a catch up. The date will
be Tuesday 8th May, 7.00 for 7.30pm at the Village Hall. I will need to know
catering numbers so I ask members to please get in touch with me either by
phone 898591 or by email:cam2403@hotmail.co.uk.
Thank you, Carmela

Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 17th April in the Village Hall (7.45 for 8pm), when
our talk is called ‘Soil, Sweat and Tears’. Everyone welcome, members free, nonmembers £3. Refreshments included.
Please make a note in your diary for our Plant Sale and Coffee Morning on Saturday
5th May. More information next month.

The Costume
Workshop
costume hire

hand-made originals
for

Fancy Dress Parties
Amateur Dramatics
Pantomime
and specialising in

Period costumes for
adults and children to
wear on educational
trips and in history
lessons
open by arrangement
01279 771223, 07973 899497
Home Farm Chapel Lane Little Hadham
www.thecostumeworkshop.co.uk
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Brownies
The Brownies have been working on their ‘Science Investigator’ badge for the
past few weeks and have enjoyed visits from Revd Dr Steve Bate from Little
Hadham Church. With his guidance, the girls have made pinhole cameras
and balloon cars. The girls also made small bouquets of flowers to take
home for Mother’s Day. To celebrate Thinking Day, the Brownies and Guides
from the District joined together at Priory Woods for a campfire - although a
cold evening the girls all had fun. A collection was made for the Foodbank in
Bishop’s Stortford.
Anyone interested in registering their daughter for Brownies should go to
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter/
Brownies meet at Little Hadham Village Hall, 3.45-5.15 during term time.
Contact - littlehadhambrownies@gmail.com

ALL TREEWORK
HEDGES
STUMP REMOVAL
SEASONED LOGS
WOOD CHIPPINGS
KINDLING
FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY INSURED

5

News from The Gardens of Easton Lodge
Memory of the Beast from the East is fading now, as we have returned to spring gardening
jobs (planting new trees and shrubs) and keeping our fingers crossed for seasonal weather
through the rest of the year.
April 22nd is the first full season open day at the Gardens and we are thrilled that we will
be joined by children from St Mary’s Great Dunmow. The Countess of Warwick established
and funded a secondary school for girls and boys at Bigods Hall in Great Dunmow to help
them improve their lot. It was revolutionary for being co-educational and with a practical
curriculum – horticulture for the girls and agriculture for the boys. St Mary’s Year 6 students
have been doing project work based on the history of the Gardens. They will be leading their
own guided tours of the Gardens and singing Edwardian songs.
As usual the Gardens will be open from 11.30 to 5.00, last entry 4.00, and we will have
the usual excellent fayre (including bacon rolls and homemade cakes). We are hoping our
daffodils may still be with us – we have a huge range in the lime walk by the Italian garden
and also a swathe in the Glade leading down to the renewed platform looking out over the
fishing lake at the bottom. The fruit trees in the walled garden may also be in blossom?
Our Facebook page and Website provide our latest news and dates of open days – why
not follow us? Our website is at: http://www.eastonlodge.co.uk/ Or you can contact us about
volunteering or visiting the gardens on enquiries@eastonlodge.co.uk; or 01371 876979.

Little Hadham
Primary School

We insure it.
You enjoy it.

‘Believing and Achieving’

Excellent opportunities for pupils
aged 3-11 years.
On-site care provision from
7.45am to 6.30pm
Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk
for more details

For more information on our Bespoke Insurance Collection, please
pop into our Ware branch or call us now on 01920 469173 and we’ll
put you in contact with your personal NFU Mutual Agent.

A ‘Good’ school where children
flourish OFSTED 2014
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in
England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers.
For security and training purposes, telephone calls may be recorded and monitored.

Bespoke Adverts_A4.indd 1

16/08/2016 08:01
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Airport Cash for Council Favours, SSE(1)
Stop Stansted Expansion (SSE) has condemned a “cash for favours” secret agreement between
the owners of Stansted Airport and Uttlesford District Council (UDC).
The deal between Stansted’s owners Manchester Airports Group (MAG) and UDC calls
into question the impartiality of the council which is currently handling an airport planning
application seeking significant expansion of passenger numbers. While it’s not unheard of
for a developer to contribute to the costs of handling a planning application, this particular
agreement has strings attached. The money is conditional upon UDC meeting target dates to
speed up the progress of MAG’s planning application.
The planning application was submitted on 22 February and seeks permission for an airport
throughput of 43 million passengers per annum (mppa). By comparison, Stansted handled
25.9 mppa last year. If the application is approved, it would mean a 66% increase in
passengers and a 44% increase in flights, compared to last year.
SSE Deputy Chairman Brian Ross commented “We’ve been concerned for some time about
this planning application being rushed through and we’re now beginning to understand why this
may be happening. In the interests of public trust and transparency UDC should immediately
publish its agreement with MAG and disclose the level of financial contribution involved.”
MAG and UDC have agreed a final deadline of 18 July (Note 2) for determining what by
any standards is a highly complex planning application, covering 2,930 pages. This is just
one month more than the legal minimum whereas the normal practice for large complex
continued on page 15

40
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Millennium Wood News
Thanks to Pat, David and Gultan for helping me start to dig the pond in Millennium
Wood. We made a good start on this project and I have managed a few more hours
on this since. Once dug and landscaped I shall order a good quality liner. This will
require many hands to get it to the pond area and to actually roll it out in position.
Consequently, I have applied to Waitrose for their community partnership assistance
where staff members are assigned to help with local projects. It would be really
good to receive this help. I also applied to have Millennium Wood as one of the
local causes given financial assistance with their green token scheme. Pleased to say
that Friends of Millennium Wood will be one of three local good causes chosen for
the month of April. Please do spread the word so that we receive a useful sum for
further improvements. Basically, Waitrose sets aside £1000 a month to donate to local
projects, charities etc. Shoppers are given a green token which they can then decide
which project they wish to support. At the end of April, all the tokens will be counted
up and the money is distributed on a percentage basis. Therefore, the more tokens,
the larger the amount.
Please do look out for this as from April 1st and encourage friends and family to
become involved should they be shopping in Waitrose.

Down at the doctor’s				

Dr Paul Haimes

Our Clinical Commissioning Group (East & North Herts CCG) has requested as
many patients as possible to complete their online GP extended hours survey. This is
available in the Notice Board section of our website (www.muchhadhamhealthcentre.
co.uk) and the closing date is 20th April. This is your opportunity to get me off the golf
course on a Sunday morning!!
I have been asked to remind you all that Oonagh Morris, our nurse practitioner, is
able to deal with a wide range of conditions from earache to abdominal pain and eye
problems to contraception/sexual health issues. She is also able to request necessary
investigations, such as x-rays and blood tests, and is able to prescribe if required.
Please use her skills and expertise; she has wide-ranging clinical knowledge and takes
me for £5 every year when Ireland beat England in the 6 Nations (at the time of
writing, however, the clash at Twickenham on St Patricks day has not yet happened!)
I trust that many of you are diligently using the healthy eating recipes on our website
and not consuming vast quantities of chocolate eggs!
Finally, please be aware that the prescription charge is being increased to £8.80
from 1st April.
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SUPPER
AND DANCE THE NIGHT AWAY WITH ‘WHAT’S THAT’

An evening of light musical entertainment with a two course meal, followed by music and
dancing with local rock group ‘What’s That’

LICENSED BAR TWO COURSE MEAL
RAFFLE IN AID OF ACTION FOR PULMONARY FIBROSIS

SATURDAY 28TH APRIL 2018
LITTLE HADHAM VILLAGE HALL

7.30PM

BOX OFFICE
online booking

www.ticketsource.co.uk/lhpg
email booking

shirley.howlett@btinternet.com

07764 192 133
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Nature Notes: February/March

Jonathon Forgham

Just as I thought spring had finally arrived the snow and minus temperatures returned, with
light snow falling as I type this afternoon (18th March) The cold weather of earlier in the
month meant it was a tough time for all birds and mammals. Certain birds suffer large scale
starvation in such times, especially birds of prey and wading birds as well as kingfishers when
the local waters are frozen. A dead lapwing noted at Hadham Hall was such an example
of a bird not being able to feed due to the ground being solid for over a week. Also, a dead
buzzard near Westland Green had succumbed to cold and hunger. Smaller garden birds also
suffer death by hypothermia in extreme cold snaps. Long tailed tits and wrens are particularly
prone to this.
As a consequence of the cold, birds in particular can be displaced
and turn up in places they rarely frequent. On the 7th I ventured
out around Hadham Hall and the lagoon to the east. I noted 6
greylag geese on the banks of this man made water, only my 3rd
record for the parish in 10 years. Also, 2 tufted duck were diving for
food on the water and a reed bunting called from nearby willows.
Neither of these 2 birds is regular here, so likely that the geese and
ducks have had to go in search of ice free water. The geese were seen to leave, flying south
and the tufted duck were not apparent when I re visited a week later.
Earlier, on the 5th, I paid a visit to RSPB Rainham Marsh, a good reserve on the Thames near
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Rural Ramblings				

Cherry Mardell

Do you have difficulty in knowing exactly what is allowed in our recycling bins? I thought I had
just about got it right – till this morning when I saw the main man who nationally heads the
national recycling body. And he told us viewers on Breakfast TV how wrong we all get it – and
how the slightest bit of dirt on an otherwise recyclable object can result in the whole binful
being – if you excuse the pun – binned!
Apparently to be recycled, the objects have to be pristine clean. So a squashed raspberry in an
otherwise clean plastic tray, is enough to ruin the whole thing. And while the plastic covering
on said tray is good to go, the plasticised window on an otherwise paper envelope is enough
to x-rate your bin contents!
We are not totally at fault. We were told that, because every authority has a different set of
standards, it is difficult to make hard and fast rules about what is or is not permitted.
But the net result is that a big percentage of what we, the householder, puts out as recyclable,
isn’t. Which means an end to that warm glow we sometimes allow ourselves when we have
dutifully sorted through all the tut, carried it out to the relevant dustbin, carted it down to the
roadside, lugged all the newspaper and magazines likewise, heaved them onto the top of the
recycle bin –and then reversed it all half a day later!
And that doesn’t include our unthinking dustcart collectors who have been driving their huge
van along our roadside grass – taking it with them and leaving huge tyre marks in the now
bare soil. Thanks!

Specialists in:
• Aeration
• Scarification
• Moss control
• Weed control
• Fertiliser application
Locally based just call,
John on 07725415826
www.supalawns.com
info@supalawns.com
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What’s on in April

in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated

2 Mon Easter Egg Hunt, 11am, Millennium
Wood. See poster on page 3.
3 Tue, Parish Council meeting, 8pm Please
come and let the Councillors know what you
would like to see happen in our village, and
listen to the work being carried out.
Tuesdays, Brownies meet at Little Hadham
Village Hall, 3.45-5.15, during term time.
Contact - littlehadhambrownies@gmail.com
7 Sat, Robbie Williams Tribute Show, with
Kieran as Robbie Williams. for Isabel Hospice.
Tickets £20, call the box office 01279 710200
8 Sun, Your Town 5K - Join us for this fantastic
5k family run around Hoddesdon town centre
raising funds for Isabel Hospice. All runners
raising sponsorship on top of their entry will
be given an Isabel Hospice running vest and
every participant will be awarded with a
medal and finisher badge. There will be music,
refreshments and other fun activities on the
day making this the perfect event for the
whole family!
Entry cost is from £5, visit our website at www.
isabelhospice.org.uk/events to find out how
you can book your place.
10 Tue, A ShortTalk & Cooking Demonstration
(with tasters) on Nutrition by Dr. Mihaly Saary
7.30pm, Little Hadham Village Hall RSVP
Val Sargent 07752 897 283 Val.sargent@
btinternet.com, Patient Participation Group,
Much Hadham Surgery
13 Fr,i U3A meeting 3pm, Memorial Hall
Sawbridgeworth, We meet on the second
Friday of every month . For more details you
can contact our Membership Secretary, John
Dickenson on 01279 722297

a donation, from 12.30. Friends and
neighbours meet here regularly for a chat
and catch-up on all the news!
17 Tue, LH & A Garden Club, 7.45 for 8pm.
‘Soil, Sweat and Tears’. Members free,

non-members £3. Refreshments included.
21 Sat, Quiz Night, LH School, please
contact the school office for more details.
www.admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk or call
01279 771285.
26 Thur, Whist Drive. If you would like to
learn to play whist contact Mrs Ross Barron
on 771694 All drives start at 8pm,
28 Sat, Farmers’ Market, 8.30 - 11.30am.

Coming soon

May 2nd, June 5th Edible and Ornamental
Containers and Baskets Workshop at
Cammas Farm.
May 5, Plant Sale & Coffee Morning
May 10, 11, 12 Much Hadham Drama Group,
directed by Sue Clarke, will stage an amateur
production of ‘The Pitmen Painters” in the
Village Hall. Tickets at £9 will be available
from mid-April at Londis, Much Hadham
High Street, or nclarke167@aol.com (01279
842822).
May 21, Hadhams’ History Soc., Little
Hadham Village Hall. “The Gunpowder Plot.”
17 Third Thursday Lunch, 12.30. Don’t
Well-known local historian Richard Thomas
forget to join us when a light, but delicious gives his take on the events leading up to the
lunch is served in the Village Hall for attempt to blow up Parliament in 1605.
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NOTICEBOARD
10th April Tuesday 7.30pm
At Little Hadham Village Hall

Invitation

to a Short Talk & Cooking
Demonstration
(with tasters) on Nutrition
By Dr. Mihaly Saary
There are now around 50 vegan
recipes available on the Much Hadham
Surgery Website.
RSVP Val Sargent 07752 897 283
Val.sargent@btinternet.com
Patient Participation Group
Much Hadham Surgery
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Nature Notes,

continued from page 10

the Dartford crossing. Not too much to see as the reserve was still frozen, but meadow pipits
and wigeon were all in good number. Another trip to Bramfield near
Hertford gave me great views of hawfinches, shown here. Usually, a rare
bird for Herts but this winter has seen plenty of them migrating into the
south east from Scandinavia. Always a lovely bird to watch. The cold
snap meant no moths were trapped for 12 consecutive days but things
improved on the 11th where I left the trap in a local wood and caught
30 moths of 13 species, the best night so far this year. This oak beauty
was one of 5 of this species noted that night. Another evening (16th) I ran the portable trap
on the footpaths of the golf course, under flowering sallows and got my 22nd species of the
year, an Engrailed moth. April into May is time when naturalists are at their most active as
insects emerge, birds arrive and plants begin to flower. This year I would be most grateful if
readers could send me details of any butterflies they see in April. Just species, date and site
will suffice. If unsure of the species, either a description or better still, a
phone photo of any quality ought to be helpful enough. Many thanks
for sending these details to me at jforgham@hotmail.com or texting to
07805571551. As always, if you encounter any creature that you are
not familiar with, I am always happy to have a look at a photo or read
a description in an attempt to identify it. Same contact details.v

WOOD
BRIQUETTES

S.Southgate
Carpentry Services
Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling
Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves
Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance
22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices
@hotmail.co.uk

High burn temperatures,
Safe for wood burners,
Very low ash content,
Clean to handle
£3 per bag collected from
Furneux Pelham or
£5 per bag free local
delivery (min order
vapplies)

For more info please call
01279 777666 or email
janbor@btconnect.com
All prices are inclusive of VAT
charged at 5%
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SSE(1) Council Cash for Favours,

continued from page 7

applications is to allow a far longer period. For example, the last comparable airport planning
application – by BAA in 2006 for an additional 10mppa – allowed more than seven months
for a decision to be made. This enabled detailed consideration of the impacts and extensive
public consultation.
For a range of reasons – including the need to ensure that the planning application is considered
purely on its own merits and is subject to the most thorough scrutiny – SSE wishes to see
this planning application determined nationally by the Secretary of State rather than locally
by UDC. SSE’s concerns about UDC dealing with this planning application have been further
heightened by information obtained under the Freedom of Information Act showing that UDC
planning officers held no fewer than 36 meetings with MAG during 2016 and 2017. UDC
has told SSE that no formal minutes exist for 28 of the 36 meetings and has so far refused to
provide the minutes for the remaining eight meetings on the grounds of confidentiality.
Brian Ross concluded: “It cannot be right for Stansted Airport to be able to buy a ‘fast-track’
pass from Uttlesford Council. This planning application needs the most thorough consideration
and that will simply not be possible if Uttlesford Council continues to try to rush it through. The
Secretary of State should intervene and take the matter out of Uttlesford’s hands.”
Members of the public can comment on this airport planning application by sending an email
to stanstedairportplanningapplication@uttlesford.gov.uk quoting the application reference
number UTT/18/0460/FUL and providing their name and address.

CLOCKTOWER
Apple Mac sales
Repairs
Service
Data rescue
Upgrades
Jute House
85a Bradford Street
Bocking, CM7 9AU
01376 340579
www.clocktower.co.uk
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All proceeds in aid of Home-Start Royston & South Cambridgeshire
www.hsrsc.org.uk Charity No. 1105385

Hien’s Nails
Nail & Pedicure Treatment Specialists

We’ve moved!

Come and see us at our new salon

12 Church Street
Bishop’s Stortford
Herts
CM23 2LY



BEAUTY SALON

£5 othffis
with
advert

Elemis, Murad, CACI Synergy & Ultimate,
O.P.I, BareMinerals, Shellac & LVL

To book call:
01279 507019

A WIDE RANGE OF TREATMENTS
FOR BOTH MEN & WOMEN

 07429 013088

38 High Street • Buntingford • Herts • SG9 9AQ
T: 01763 271122 www.touchofglamour.co.uk

www.HiensNails.co.uk
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SSE(2) Response to Uttlesford District Council
1) Last week, 13/3, SSE made an urgent request to the UDC Director of Public Services, as
follows:“I hope you will agree that in the interests of public trust and transparency, the level
of financial contribution that has been agreed between UDC and MAG should be disclosed
and I hope you will be able to provide this by return, and without requiring recourse to the FoI/
EIR process. The fact that UDC has also agreed interim milestones with MAG for processing this
application raises the question of whether this has influenced the setting of your deadline date
of 3 April for public comments, bearing in mind that there is no statutory basis for this particular
date. Again, in the interests of public trust and transparency, I hope you will agree to publish
the agreement between UDC and MAG on this matter, and to do so without undue delay.”
2) There was no response to this request but SSE welcomes the fact that the Council’s Planning
Policy Agreement (PPA) with MAG has now been published on the UDC website. Transparency
would however be improved if this agreement was not redacted and if it was given more
prominence rather than being placed in a planning file amongst 387 other documents (as at
today’s date).
3) All the monetary sums have been blocked out in the redacted version of the agreement
which UDC has published whereas Government guidelines emphasise the importance of
transparency in PPA agreements, and the importance of maintaining public trust.
4) The report presented to the UDC Cabinet on 30 March 2017, seeking endorsement of
PPAs, states: “Appropriate publicity and marketing of PPAs will be undertaken. The concept will
continued on page 19

MICK’S CARPENTRY
& PLASTERING
SERVICES

Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services

Clean & Reliable

Office: 01279 771462
Mobile: 07990 770883

All Plastering, Artexing,
Coving & Rendering
undertaken. Also Doors,
Locks, Laminate Flooring,
Repairs & Refurbishments,
Fencing & Decking.

• Chimney sweeping
• Stove installation
• Maintenance & repairs
• Pots & cowls fitted
• Certificates issued
• Free estimates
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk
richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk

Tel: 01279 758708
Mob: 07811 141275
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much hadham tennis club 2018 season

Come and join our friendly club situated at Much Hadham sports ground. All three courts have
floodlighting. We would be delighted to welcome new members - try us out on Club nights for
mixed play on Wednesdays from 7pm, men’s nights on Tuesdays from 8pm or ladies mornings
on Fridays from 9.15am.
Annual membership fees are very reasonable at £140 for a family, £70 for an adult and £15
for a junior/student.
During Easter school holidays the courts will be open for an hour at the following times for
under 16s to come and play for free (open to members and non members of all standards):
For 4 to 7 years old
Tuesday 3rd April from 10am to 11am
Thursday 5th April from 10am to 11am
For 8 years old plus
Tuesday 3rd April from 11am to 12 noon
Thursday 5th April from 11am to 12 noon
Rackets and balls provided and an LTA coach on hand to offer help and advice.
A reduction in membership fee can be applied for if you are experiencing financial hardship any such applications will be treated in the strictest confidence.
Contact either Sally Barra on 07981 833179/ barratribe@yahoo.co.uk or Justin Akester on
07870 688719/ justinakester@hotmail.com

QUALITY
KITCHEN
FACELIFTS

Brighten up your kitchen
EST.

1999

J. M arshall

Pest Solutions Ltd

For those looking for a Fast, Professional, Safe
Efficient more permanent Pest Solution
Rats and Mice, Moles, Wasps, Flies, Bed Bugs Etc
Locally based
Please call John on 07725 415826 or

01279 844956

Email: marshallj68@me.com
RSPH/BPCA Certified, NPTA member

Before

®

• Huge choice of doors worktops,
appliances, sinks & taps

PLEASE CALL:

• Made to measure custom-built
doors and units

sg@dreamdoors.co.uk

• Save £1000s with a makeover
• Installed by local skilled tradesman

LOCAL
PROFESSIONAL
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

01920 463302
dreamdoors.co.uk

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
01279-776012
07971-786123

Visit our showroom:
Units 3 & 5, Star Street, Ware,
Hertfordshire, SG12 7AA
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SSE (2) continued from page17
be explained to communities to help it to be understood.”
However, prior to SSE’s press release yesterday, what communication had there been from
UDC to Parish & Town Councils and the general public and how many UDC councillors were
even aware of this agreement with MAG?
5) The chief executive’s email makes no reference to the 36 meetings during 2017 and 2018
between UDC planning officers and MAG, 28 of which were said by officers to be informal and
so, apparently, there was no requirement to take minutes, nor is there any reference to UDC’s
refusal to disclose such minutes as may exist for the remaining eight meetings.6) The chief
executive challenges SSE’s statement about the increase in the number of flights – which
was clearly stated to be against last year’s numbers – and claims that the application is not
seeking to uplift the flight numbers currently approved. In fact, MAG’s own figures show that
with a 35mppa cap, the maximum number of flights at Stansted would be 246,568, whereas
with a 43mppa cap, the figure would be 273,966.7)
Finally, SSE is profoundly concerned that this planning application is being rushed through.
The PPA confirms that the financial contribution from MAG is contingent upon a UDC
commitment to meet target dates. MAG may be providing the means for the UDC planning
department to move into overdrive but Parish and Town Councils, members of the public and
local community organisations may not be able to keep pace. The price for an accelerated
timetable is less public scrutiny and less community engagement.

Holiday language
courses start soon

Experienced Qualified BOOKKEEPER
Accounts to Trial Balance ready to
present to your Accountant.
Monthly Management Accounts.
VAT Returns
SAGE Accounts, Payroll and QuickBooks
References available
Chris Stigwood 07814 096789
chrisstigwood@hotmail.com

£10 per
class.

(Concessions
available)

“Relaxed,
friendly &
fun”

Weekly
French,
Spanish
10 week
courses
& Italian classes
th
starting
w/c 28for
adults in Bishop’s
April
at Friends
Stortford,
Royston,
& Saffron House,
Walden.
Meeting
*Most levels available*
Saffron Walden

Hadham AGA Services Ltd

For all your AGA needs
36 years’ experience with
a main agency
Contact Tony on
Tel: 07969 850758
Email: tony@hadhamagaservices.com
www.hadhamagaservices.com

See website for details

t: 07775 640794
www.lingualounge.co.uk
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Former GSK site Bury Green Redevelopment
Little Hadham Conservation Society sits in the background of life and is called
upon if and when a threat such as a large scale housing development is aimed
at our village. Parishioners will recall LHCS was actively involved when the
village faced the threat of a gypsy & traveller site some years ago.
The former GSK site in Bury Green has been earmarked for development
for some considerable time. Many parishioners will recall that a planning
application was submitted some years ago and permission was granted by
East Herts District Council for the erection of a data centre; in fact foundation
& steelwork have already been installed at the site in readiness for the erection
of a data centre. One of the key notes considered regarding a data centre
being built on the site would be that it would manned by approximately only
one dozen employees, working on a shift basis, thus causing minimal impact
in terms of car journeys to and from the site along Millfield Lane. Now a new
proposal for what we believe will be a large scale housing development on the
site is being put forward that could see the rural ambience of the hamlet of
Bury Green greatly threatened and irrevocably harmed.
Little Hadham Conservation Society will, in its capacity as representing the
preservation of the rural nature of our village, OPPOSE any planning application
submitted for housing at the former GSK site. Little Hadham is recognised,
according to the soon to be finalised emerging Local District Plan, as a Category
3 village; the presumption is, therefore, that NO housing development should
take place in our village.
Little Hadham Conservation Society will give a report on any further
developments on the subject at April’s Parish Assembly at the Village Hall.
If anyone has views/comments on the above please do not hesitate to get in
touch, we value any input: cam2403@hotmail.co.uk
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Helen Gibson returned to The Hadhams
to give an account of Hugh Myddleton
and the New River. In Elizabethan times,
London obtained much of its water from the
Thames or local wells such as Clerkenwell.
The river was highly contaminated and Londoners mostly drank beer. Edmund
Colthurst in about 1600, planned to bring clean spring water from Ware, where
there was an abundant supply. Elizabeth I was in favour, but it fell to James
1in 1604 to grant Colthurst a Charter to proceed. His canal had progressed
about 3 miles when the Mayor and Citizens of the City applied for an Act of
Parliament with more powers, to bring water from the Springs of Chadwell and
Amwell and to make appropriate terms with landowners. Acts were passed
in 1605/6, and in 1609 financier Hugh Myddleton MP accepted an offer
to improve and complete the work. Hugh, a member of the Goldsmith’s
Company with a business in Cheapside, was trained in Antwerp and a long
term supporter of the venture. He was brought up in Denbigh by his influential
family.
Remarkably the water course, the New River, was formally opened in 1613.
To achieve a constant incline of only 3inches per mile it had numerous bends
and many sluices and cisterns to equalise the flow. In times of poor rainfall,
additional water was diverted from the River Lea at Ware. At its terminus
near Saddler’s Wells “The New River Head”, water was stored in a large
reservoir to provide a head of pressure. A cistern below directed the water
into distribution pipes made from bored out elm trunks. The New River still
supplies about 10% of London’s water, an amazing tribute to the Jacobean
engineers, surveyors and men. Helen’s well illustrated presentation, with much
contemporary and recent material, was thoroughly enjoyed by the audience.
www.hadhamshistorysociety.org.uk
Mike Clark 842131

If you would like to find out more about the life of our church, please see our
website www.riverashchurches.org.uk
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A120 Bypass (Little Hadham) and Flood Alleviation Scheme
Project Newsletter - March 2018

Project update
Hertfordshire County Council (HCC) and the Environment Agency (EA) continue to progress the A120 Little
Hadham Bypass and Flood Alleviation scheme.
Planning permission for the scheme was granted in January 2017 and HCC and the EA are now working
towards securing the legal orders needed to build the scheme.
Planning conditions
The project team are currently working through the planning conditions attached to the permission, which
cover a variety of subjects. The conditions seek detailed information related to specific parts of the design
or proposed environmental mitigation measures. Some of the conditions must be addressed prior to the
start of construction and will be discharged over the next six months. Where conditions relate to
construction practices they will be discharged by the construction contractor, once they are appointed.
Getting the land for the scheme, and a potential public inquiry
In August 2017 HCC published a Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) and Side Roads Order (SRO) for the land
required to build the bypass, and to allow alterations to surrounding roads and public rights of way. This
coincided with the EA’s publication of a CPO (EA CPO) for land required for the flood alleviation scheme.
Following the statutory objection period HCC and the EA have been notified by Department for Transport
(DfT) and the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) of their intention to hold a
public inquiry with regard to the orders. The date for the Inquiry has been set for mid-July 2018.
HCC and EA continue to work with objectors to overcome their concerns.
Selecting a contractor to build the scheme
In January 2018 HCC started the process of securing a contractor to build the scheme. HCC hopes to
announce a shortlist of suitable contractors in May 2018 and appoint a successful contractor in late 2018,
depending on the outcome of the legal processes.
Construction
The construction of the scheme is expected to start in early 2019 and complete in 2020. Subject to
landowner agreement, some early works are planned to take place towards the end of 2018, which may
include environmental mitigation and utility diversion works.
More information can be found on the project’s website: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/a120bypass
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Message from your County Councillor, Graham McAndrew

Broadband Rollout Progress Update
There has been a flurry of activity in the Much Hadham area over the
past few days leading up to Bromley Lane (today being Saturday 17th
March). As reported in the last issue I have been able to convene a meeting to be
held on Friday 23rd March with David Jordan Director – NGA - South of England, Kim
Mears - Managing Director Infrastructure Delivery both of BT / Openreach along with
Connected Counties, Sir Oliver Heald MP, Assistant Directors of HCC one outgoing and
his replacement.
I am ever hopeful of positive news that they will bring to the table. Just in the past few
days when formulating an agenda, I forwarded 2 names of the public as examples of
bad practice who have been experiencing long term problems to David Jordan and he
has personally contacted them. Let’s hope they have some success in resolving their
ongoing problems.
Being a firm believer in that broadband should be classed as a utility and ALL
households should have access to Fibre to the Premises FTTP and not Fibre to the
Cabinet FTTC. I for one am certainly looking for a far wider coverage of all the rural
areas within East and North Herts as we have been badly served in the past.

Street party fees given the Royal waive
Street party fees have been given the royal waive by Hertfordshire County Council for
residents celebrating the wedding of Prince Harry and his fiancée, Meghan Markle.
The county council have said that Royal wedding parties which will be held on
residential roads or cul-de-sacs that do not incorporate a bus route will be exempt
from road closure charges.
Hertfordshire has a strong reputation for community held Royal celebrations with the
county hosting hundreds more street parties than any other area for the wedding of
the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge in 2011.
Completed application forms should be returned to the county council six weeks
ahead of the event (May 19) and a link is provided on the website for applicants to
check for any conflicting road works or closures.
The county council’s decision to do away with road closure fees for small events on the
same year is recognised as having played a significant role in keeping this community
tradition alive.
The closing date for applications is 6th April 2018.
County Councillor, Graham McAndrew
E: graham.mcandrew@hertfordshire.gov.uk
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Prayer Chain
Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive prayer requests.
Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will be forwarded to
the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a period of time.
All requests will be confidential.
Please ring anytime: Janet: 842671, Karin: 771532
There have been no entries in the Register this month
Editor: Jan Finn, Jute House, 85a Bradford Street, Bocking Essex, CM7 9AU e-mails: htfp@ clocktower.co.uk

All articles for inclusion; sponsorship; and payment for advertising in the next issue
must be received by the18th of the month. (cheques payable to Little Hadham PCC)
Little Hadham Parish News is distributed free by St Cecilia’s church

