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Letter from the Rectory        Revd. Steve BateLetter from the Rectory        Revd. Steve Bate

One of the great joys of serving among the people of three different parishes 
with four churches (and a Mission Hall too!) is seeing the different ways that 
God is at work among us.
It was a particular joy, over Christmas, to share in worshipping God with 
so many of you in such a wide variety of services.  Our series of carol 
services got underway with the Family Carol Service at St Mary’s Albury 
and concluding in January (yes, January due to snow stopping us in December!) with Nine 
Lessons and Carols at St Cecilia’s Little Hadham.  After the successful return of a Midnight 
Communion Service at St Andrew’s Much Hadham, I’m looking forward to offering this 
again in 2018. 
God is at work in the many and varied ministries that go on not only inside our church 
buildings but in our wider village communities. Members of our churches live out God’s love 
as they share food and friendship in events organised by the church or working together 
with other organisations. There’s the Third Thursday Lunch in Little Hadham Village Hall, the 
Sunday Afternoon Teas in Albury Village Hall and the recent initiative of Sunday Lunches in 
Much Hadham Sports Pavilion. 
I’ve mentioned previously the importance of ministry among children and families and it’s 
been great to meet new families at Messy Church, led by a team from across our three 
parishes and three denominations: Anglican, Catholic and Congregational.  I’ve enjoyed two 
very different short courses with our younger people, first the group who were confirmed 
in May and October and second the group who were preparing for their first communion. 
We’re now ready to build on the ministry of the Children’s Church team and provide for 
the Christian nurture of those at Secondary School.  Pizza and Pudding at The Rectory on 
Sunday 18 March is for anyone in year 7 and above.
Our joint programme of events with Holy Cross includes children’s events and also 
opportunities to grow in faith together. We were blessed with three stimulating speakers 
in Advent and our Lent programme for this year starts on 21 February. For more details 
of these and other events, open to all our parishes, take a look at our website www.
riverashchurches.org.uk .
I love to see people discover the Christian faith or refresh the faith they already have in 
Jesus Christ so it’s been a good start to the year with another small group meeting for 
Alpha in the Rectory. 
There’s much more I could mention that quietly goes on like home communions and the 
members of our congregations who visit those who can’t get out or take them out. We also 
have a team of accredited pastoral visitors whose role includes the low-key but important 
ministry of keeping an eye open to see that no one is overlooked in our churches. The team 
will be meeting with me soon to see how this ministry will continue to develop and grow.
God is at work.  I wonder, where can you see that happening and how might you be part of 
it as we continue to live God’s love?
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Parish Council News 
Christmas Day – water shortage
Christmas Day lunchtime saw pallets of 
water bottles being delivered to the Little 
Hadham Village Hall car park due to 
Affinity Water dealing with a burst water 
main.  Well done to all those people who 
gave up time during Christmas Day to help 
carry water bottles to the homes of others.

Boxing Day – flooding
This saw a return to a flood warning for the 
River Ash and severe surface water road 
flooding from water run off from the fields.  
Many drains are silted up from the run off 
from the fields and Highways have inspected 
them and reported that no action is required.  
This has been referred to the Herts County 
Councillor to review.  A reminder to the 
residents of the 91 homes that are currently 
at risk of flooding to check your flood plans 
for your properties as the local drainage 
is unreliable.  If you see any surface water 
flooding from water run off please report it on 
the Hertfordshire Highways website in order 
that they can be tasked with keeping the 
drains unsilted.

Ashcroft Farm
The development of the housing estate at 
Ashcroft Farm has been given planning 
permission by EHDC.  There was some 
support for the development as the school will 
be gifted some land for a sports field.  There 
were also objections from the residents and 
the Parish Council in relation to the access 
to the site, flooding from surface water run 
off, and surcharging of sewers.  The planning 
officer has decided it is an acceptable risk 
and set some conditions regarding access and 
sustainable drainage to be in place before the 

homes are occupied.  The details are available 
to view in detail on the EHDC planning 
website.

Driving through floodwater.

The C15 road between the Village Hall and 
the entrance to Ridgeway has been blocked 
by floodwater, and water gushing from the 
drains, reducing the highway to one lane eight 
times in the last month.  It has been reported 
each time to Highways who update that they 
have inspected and no works are needed to 
improve the situation. The floodwater is on 
a blind bend and some vehicles have been 
driving at speed through the water or head 
on at other vehicles on the wrong side of the 
road, forcing them out of the way, or soaking 
pedestrians.  Please drive carefully though 
floodwater as your journey does affect other 
people.  A slow constant speed is all that is 
needed.  If you would like to report anything 
to Highways, whether it be blocked drains 
or potholes,  it can be done on their website 
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/faultreporting and 
they will email you a reference number and 
an update on what they intend to do about it.

Next Parish Council meeting
 will be at the Village Hall on Tuesday 6th Feb 
2018 at 8pm.  We use the main hall so there 
is plenty of space, and there is also a hearing 
loop installed for the hard of hearing.  Please 
come and let the Councillors know what you 
would like to see happen in our village, and 
listen to the work being carried out.  

Parish Clerk is contactable on 01279 842803 
or email clerklittlehadham@gmail.com

Parish Council Website can be accessed via 
http://www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk .
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U3A

Council Supports New Campaign

 As you may know, the U3A (University of the Third Age) is a UK-wide movement which 
brings together people who have finished working full time or raising a family to develop their 
interests and continue their learning in a friendly and informal environment.  There is a very 
active branch serving Sawbridgeworth and the surrounding areas.  We meet at Sawbridgeworth 
Memorial Hall at 3pm on the second Friday of every month . For more details you can contact 
our Membership Secretary, John Dickenson on 01279 722297.

Highlighting the harm caused by cigarettes

Hertfordshire County Council is supporting Public Health England’s (PHE) new 
hard-hitting TV campaign highlighting the dangers of tar in cigarettes and urging 
Hertfordshire’s estimated 122,470 current adult smokers to get help to quit this New 
Year. 

The campaign shows how poisons from the tar and gas particles in cigarette smoke 
enter the bloodstream, and spread throughout the body within seconds, causing 
significant damage to major organs.

Antiques Fair
an established fair known for its 
wide range of quality antiques, 

jewellery, Victoriana, china, glass, 
pictures, prints and lots more.

Sunday Feb 11
9.30 - 4.00

Little Hadham Village Hall
(signposted off the A120 between
Puckeridge & Bishop’s Stortford)

Admission £1
Free on production of this 

advert
Refreshments & Hot meals 

available

The Costume 
Workshop

costume hire

hand-made originals
for

Fancy Dress Parties
Amateur Dramatics

Pantomime
and specialising in

Period costumes for 
adults and children to 
wear on educational 
trips and in history 

lessons
open by arrangement

 01279 771223, 07973 899497
Home Farm Chapel Lane Little Hadham

www.thecostumeworkshop.co.uk

continued on page 6
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Nature Notes: December – January 2018          Jonathan Forgham

A period of grey days and cold nights since our return from Sri Lanka meant I have not 
managed too much moth trapping for 2018 so far.  Heavy rain on the 15th put paid to a 
planned walk which I managed to complete the following day, where local footpaths were 
awash with deep puddles and plenty of mud.

2017 ended with a total of 10,978 moths being recorded 
from our parish, made up of a staggering 496 species for 
the year.  In all, I added 43 new species to the parish list 
and hope to continue finding new records throughout this 
year.  On the 21st Dec I toured many of my trapping sites 
recording good numbers of moths.  For example: 123 winter 
moths in Millennium Wood, 33 winter moths in Alder Wood 
whilst other species were satellite moths from two sites, a 
Mottled umber from Millennium Wood and a Scarce umber 
from Westland Green. For the evening, I recorded 235 moths 
of just five species.  In 2018, up to the 18th Jan, I have 
recorded just three species so far.  A warm night in the near 
future will certainly help to double this number.
Our trip to Sri Lanka included a morning in Kottawa Rain 
Forest for me, visiting this ancient woodland habitat with 

•		Huge	choice	of	doors	worktops,	
appliances,	sinks	&	taps

•		Made	to	measure	custom-built		
doors	and	units

•		Save	£1000s	with	a	makeover

•		Installed	by	local	skilled	tradesman

EST.
1999

Visit	our	showroom:
Units	3	&	5,	Star	Street,	Ware,	
Hertfordshire,	SG12	7AA

sg@dreamdoors.co.uk
dreamdoors.co.uk

PLEASE	CALL:

01920 463302

Brighten up your kitchen
QUALITY 
KITCHEN 
FACELIFTS

®

Before

continued on page 7
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Council Supports New Campaign, continued from page 4

Hertfordshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Public Health, Richard Roberts, 
said: “Smoking is a deadly addiction.  Each year it kills an estimated 1,453 people in 
Hertfordshire and for every death, there are an estimated six hospital admissions due 
to smoking; a total of 8,456 admissions in a year. 

“But, the good news is that no matter how long you’ve smoked, quitting can reduce 
your chances of developing cancer, heart and lung disease and other serious smoking 
related illnesses.  Some of the benefits are almost immediate, with improved energy 
and breathing within a few days.

“We know how difficult it is to stop, so we’re urging every smoker in Hertfordshire to 
take advantage of the free support available from our local Stop Smoking Service and 
quit for good this New Year.”

A group of seven lifelong smokers - including TV presenter and entrepreneur, Hilary 
Devey - declare their intention to quit in January after seeing the results of a lab 
demonstration that show how their smoking has led to elevated levels of cadmium 
(a metal used in batteries), cancer-causing nitrosamines and carbon monoxide in 
their blood.  These toxic substances are amongst over 4,000 chemicals released into 

40

 

WOOD 
BRIQUETTES 

      
High burn temperatures, 
Safe for wood burners, 
Very low ash content, 

Clean to handle 
 
£3 per bag collected from 

Furneux Pelham or  
£5 per bag free local 
delivery (min order 

vapplies)  
 

For more info please call  
01279 777666 or email 
janbor@btconnect.com  

 
All prices are inclusive of VAT 

charged at 5% 

continued on page 22



77

Nature Notes, continued from page 5

friend, Anoma, a naturalist based in Galle.  We were out to try and find a specific bird, a white 
rumped shama.  This is both a rare bird for this forest as well as being elusive and very secretive.  
After an hour of wandering into the forest where there was 
thick vegetation and no paths we heard the distinctive call 
of this stunning bird.  However, hearing it is easy, finding it 
is not.  We waited, searching the vegetation without any 
luck, even though we knew it was within 10 metres of us.  
Photo on page 5, showing the density of the vegetation. We 
waited for a while longer before the target bird popped up 
in front of me, showing well on a branch where I fired off 
endless photos.  Very unusual for this bird to be so showy 
and really pleasing to get some photos.
We arrived back to the leaden grey skies of London and 
temperatures some 30 degrees lower than we had become 
accustomed to.  I wrapped up in extra layers to spend 
time recording local nature for the new year, coming across 
a woodcock in Millennium Wood as well as enjoying the flight skills of our now resident red 
kites.  A walk around Hadham Hall towards Upwick Green on the 16th gave a list of over 

We insure it.
You enjoy it.

Bespoke Adverts_A4.indd   1 16/08/2016   08:01

For more information on our Bespoke Insurance Collection, please 
pop into our Ware branch or call us now on 01920 469173 and we’ll 
put you in contact with your personal NFU Mutual Agent. 

 

Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in 
England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority 
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers.  
For security and training purposes, telephone calls may be recorded and monitored. 

Little Hadham 
Primary School
‘Believing and Achieving’

Excellent opportunities for pupils 
aged 3-11 years.  

On-site care provision from 
7.45am to 6.30pm

Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

for more details
A ‘Good’ school where children 

flourish OFSTED 2014
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

continued on page 8
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Nature Notes, continued from page 7

30 bird species, without anything being unusual. Bullfinches were found in good numbers, 
as were common buzzards and the winter thrushes. The highlight was watching a herd of 

fallow deer just north of Hadham Hall.  First 
seen running across the fields before a whistle 
from me stopped them in their tracks as their 
inquisitive nature got the better of them and 
they stared to check out the potential danger.  
However, apart from dogs and guns, they have 
no predators once full grown although a fox 
would be interested if it came across a new 
born fawn.
I am looking forward to recording more of 

our local nature throughout 2018 and am always happy to hear from residents if they see 
something unusual or something they are not familiar with.  Do forward a description and 
photo if possible to me at jforgham@hotmail.com and I shall try to identify your creature.  In 
March I am booked to give two presentations in the Village Hall on consecutive Tuesdays (13th 
and 20th) so do please make a note in your diary and I look forward to seeing you at one (or 
both) of these illustrated talks.
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Down at the doctor’s    Dr Paul Haimes

Following the excesses of Christmas I would like to bring to your attention the 
Nutritional section of our website (www.muchhadhamhealthcentre.co.uk). Mihaly 
Saary, a member of our Patient Participation Group (PPG), has put together 49 healthy 
eating recipes for your culinary benefit; that’s one for each week of the year with time 
off over Easter, Christmas and New Year!  The recipes are fantastic and I encourage 
you to take a look; you never know, it may save a few referrals to Weight Watchers!!

Many thanks to Mihaly, and the PPG, for putting this together.

The more observant of you may have noted that Much Hadham Health Centre has 
had a bit of a face lift. Over the last couple of months we have had decorators in at 
the weekends and they have done a great job. Luckily, I am spared the somewhat 
overwhelming smell of fresh paint on a Monday morning, as I am in Hunsdon Village 
Hall!

Thanks to all of you who generously gave our staff gifts at Christmas; mostly chocolate 
and alcohol.  We will all need to look at Mihaly’s recipes now!

Dr Paul Haimes
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The Hundred Parishes      Tricia Moxey, Trustee

Local projects recognised for making a difference to Public Health

www.hundredparishes.org.uk 

The overall population of the Hundred Parishes increased by around 1% a year between the 
last two censuses, 2001 and 2011.  As district councils finalise Local Plans for the next 15 
years, generally catering for even faster population growth, there is concern that our familiar 
landscapes will undergo significant change. 

We may be able to take comfort from the European Landscape Convention, to which the UK 
is a signatory.  This encourages local authorities to introduce exemplary, long-lasting polices or 
measures to protect, manage and plan landscapes.  The overall aim is to achieve sustainable 
landscapes that are as visually biodiverse and as culturally rich as possible, thus meeting 
society’s social, economic and environmental needs.

The character of our villages and small towns and their setting within the wider landscape are 
fundamental aspects of what gives the Hundred Parishes its sense of place. Responsibility for 
keeping it special is vested in our elected representatives.

I encourage you to observe, enjoy and perhaps photograph the seasonal changes within your 
surrounding countryside.  Sown crops germinate, flourish and are harvested.  Trees mature 
or are felled.  Fresh leaves soften bare twigs in spring and fall again in autumn.  This cyclical 
rhythm has inspired many local, notable artists and examples of their work can be viewed in 
the Fry Art Gallery in Saffron Walden. 

The Gallery traditionally closes for the winter months, but this year there is an exhibition at 
Fry Art Gallery Too, located next to the main entrance gates of Saffron Walden Museum, in 
Museum Street, Saffron Walden.  Gallery Too is open until 25th March 2018 on Saturdays 
from 11am to 5pm and Sundays from 2.15pm to 5pm.  The Museum is always worth another 
visit.  Winter opening times are 10am to 4:30pm Tuesdays to Saturdays and 2pm to 4:30pm 
on Sundays.

Local projects that have gone above and beyond to improve the health of residents were 
honoured at Hertfordshire’s Excellence in Public Health Awards.  The award ceremony, which 
took place at Hertfordshire County Council’s Public Health conference, saw six worthy projects 
recognised for their outstanding contribution to improving health and wellbeing. 

Delegates also had the opportunity to vote for an overall winner of the special Dr Joan Crawley 
Award, which went to Stuart King from Beezee Bodies, a countywide organisation that works 
with families who have a child who is overweight or obese to help them develop a healthier 
lifestyle.

Stuart said: “I’m delighted to even have made it to the final six, let alone win the overall award! 
I think it demonstrates how a group of passionate and dedicated people who really care about 
the families they work with can have a huge impact and change behaviour in the long term.”

Single dad Chris Lea knows just how much Beezee Bodies can change lives. His wife died of 
continued on next page
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Local projects recognised, continued from page 10

cancer when their son Ross was just eight years old and he suddenly found himself a single 
parent and in complete despair.  As a result, his own and his son’s physical and mental health 
suffered. 

He said: “My wife had cooked all the food for 20 years and I didn’t have a clue what to do. 
Ross and I were eating far too much of all the wrong food, he used to call me Captain Birdseye! 

“Ross’s weight was flagged up through the weight checks at school and I was put in touch with 
Beezee Bodies. I can’t tell you how much this changed my life, they were absolutely fantastic. 

“The staff really cared about us and went above and beyond to help us turn our lives around. 
Each week we learnt something new, whether it was about portion sizes, shopping healthily or 
cooking healthy recipes, and every week we did some kind of physical activity.

“The great thing about the scheme is that Ross and I were a team – we were learning together, 
so we kept each other motivated. In fact, it was often Ross who encouraged me and kept me 
on track! 

“The difference to our lifestyle is amazing; we’ve both lost weight but more than that, we are 
both happier and emotionally stronger. I’m now socialising again and Ross is no longer the 
introverted person he became. He’s overcome his fear of water and learnt to swim and has 
just been accepted as a member of the Under-14s county golf squad!”

Nail & Pedicure Treatment Specialists
Hien’s Nails

We’ve moved!  
Come and see us at our new salon

12 Church Street 
Bishop’s Stortford 

Herts 
CM23 2LY

www.HiensNails.co.uk

07429 01308801279 507019
To book call: 

     
Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
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Coming soon

6 Tue, Parish Council meeting, 8pm.  Please 
come and let the Councillors know what you 
would like to see happen in our village, and 
listen to the work being carried out.  

9 Fri U3A meeting 3pm, Memorial Hall 
Sawbridgeworth, We meet on the second 
Friday of every month . For more details you 
can contact our Membership Secretary, John 
Dickenson on 01279 722297.

11 Sun, Lit. Hadham Antiques Fair, Admission 
£1, free on production of advert on page 4.  
Refreshments available.

12 Mon,  Green Room, Much Hadham Village 
Hall, 8pm.  Hugh Myddleton and the New 
River by Helen Gibson. This is a new talk on 
the canalisation of part of the River Lea to 
supply fresh water to London.

13 Tue, LH & A Social Club, AGM, 8pm. 
Everyone is welcome, see you there Carmela, 
Bennie & Sue.

15 Thur, 3rd Thursday Lunch, 12.30 - 1.45pm, 
rear of Village Hall.  A light, but delicious 
lunch is served in the Village Hall for a 
donation.  Friends and neighbours meet 
here regularly for a chat and catch-up on 
all the news! 

20  Tue, LH & A Garden Club, Meet at 
12noon in the Village Hall for a ploughman’s 
lunch, either cheese or pate, with the speaker 
at 1pm on  ‘A funny thing happened on the 
way to the potting shed’.  Please phone Karin 
on 771532 to book your place if you want a 
ploughman’s first.

22 Thur, Whist Drive, Costs £2 to play, 
including scorecard, tea and biscuits at 
interval.  Also large raffle on night.  All drives 
commence7:30 pm (doors open by 7:15pm) 
on the last thursday of the month, in the 

Village Hall.  We’ve been going in the village 
since the 1950s, and all of our profits go to 
support the Village Hall.  Further info can 
be obtained at our website, www.whistdrive.
orguk.
24 Sat, Farmers’ Market, 8.30 - 11.30am. 
Have a cooked breakfast  while you’re here.

28 Wed,  Literary Lunch  at The Old Bull 
Inn, High St Royston SG8 9AW.  Jude 
Simpson hosts a chat with Madeleine Reiss, 
local author of ‘Someone to Watch over 
Me’, Buffet lunch from 12.15pm.  Chat 
1.00-2.15pm with time for questions. 

 Tickets £15 from 01763 262262, admin@
harsc.org.uk, or online at www.ticketsource.
co.uk/hsrsc  . In aid of Home-Start Royston & 
Sth Cambridgeshire. See poster on page 13.

What’s on in February       in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated

Mar13 and 20,  Illustrated talks by 
Jonathon Forgham.

Mar14, Hadhams’ History Society, 8pm 
Little Hadham Village Hall.The History of 
Harlow until 1945, by Ryan Karolak.  A 
history from Roman Times until the end of 
WW2.  Its devopment into the New Town 
will be covered in a later talk. 
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Got
anything to say?

Why not write an 
article for the
Parish News?

As you can see, we have 

Space To Fill
Contributions to:

htfp@clocktower.co.uk 
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It’s time to Just Talk about mental health in Herts
A new campaign is being launched to encourage young people in Hertfordshire to ‘Just 
Talk’ about their mental health.

With one in 10 children aged 5 to 16 having a significant mental health problem and 21 
per cent of boys in Hertfordshire unable to identify healthy coping strategies when things 
are worrying them, helping young people to open up and get support is vital.

Richard Roberts, Hertfordshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Public Health, 
explained: “Many young people fear judgement and embarrassment if they talk about 
mental health problems, but the fact is we all have mental health, like we have physical 
health.  Through our ‘Just Talk’ campaign, we want young people, especially boys and young 
men, to know that it’s OK to not be OK and that sharing a problem with someone they 
trust is the first step to feeling better.”

During the Just Talk launch week, schools will be holding special assemblies aiming to 
normalise conversations about mental health. They will also be running Just Talk lessons 
and inviting guest speakers in to share the Just Talk message.

“Young people have advised on the direction of the campaign from the start, helping to 
choose the Just Talk name and design the logo,” said Maria Nastri, child and adolescent 
mental health services transformation manager at Hertfordshire’s two NHS clinical 

MICK’S CARPENTRY 
& PLASTERING 

SERVICES
Clean & Reliable

All Plastering, Artexing, 
Coving & Rendering 

undertaken.  Also Doors, 
Locks, Laminate Flooring, 
Repairs & Refurbishments, 

Fencing & Decking.
Tel: 01279 758708

Mob: 07811 141275

Tel: 01371 871871

continued on next page
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It’s time to Just Talk, continued from page 14

commissioning groups. “We hope everyone will get involved and spread the word about 
Just Talk because there is support out there and it can really help.”

National mental health campaigners Jonny Benjamin and Neil Laybourn, known as “the 
Strangers on the Bridge” after Neil stopped and talked to Jonny when he was on the 
brink of taking his own life, were among the first to have backed Just Talk, as well as two 
Arsenal under-23 players and Watford FC squad members. “The first time that I talked 
was actually to Neil really, when I was on a bridge and I wasn’t well and I was suicidal so 
that was the first time that I opened up,” said Jonny. “I would encourage anyone that’s 
struggling to Just Talk and I really get behind this because talking has been the best thing 
that I’ve ever done, it’s been the most important thing that I’ve ever done and I wish that 
I’d talked earlier.”  Neil added: “We’re supporting the campaign Just Talk, about somebody 
being able to say what’s on their mind, and know that it’s OK to not be OK.”   You can see 
them talking at https://youtu.be/34tcl_fnOwQ

Local and national research and data back the need for a focus on emotional wellbeing and 
mental health of boys and young men, encouraging them to open up and get support with 
their mental health if needed. An emotional wellbeing survey conducted in Hertfordshire 
last July showed that boys are more likely to say that they would ‘do nothing’ if they had 

Specialists in:
• Aeration
• Scarification
• Moss control
• Weed control
• Fertiliser application

Locally based just call, 
John on 07725415826

www.supalawns.com
info@supalawns.com

continued on page 19
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Rural Ramblings           Cherry Mardell

We are the results of our parent’s upbringing. Mine were the ‘old school’ where, generally, we 
had to be seen but not heard. I can always remember my father’s instructions - that we were 
not allowed to go out and play on a Sunday afternoon … yet he didn’t want us to be with him. 
I still think it was his power game. After Christmas we were not allowed much freedom until 
we had written those awful ‘thank you’ letters. And it sometimes got to be early January before 
I had finished my small pile of scribbed thanks. Not today, though, thank you letters seem to 
be a thing of the past. And why not, when we have phones and computers to take the worst 
of the work away? Yet, do you receive some form of post-Christmas thanks from your relative’s 
children and grandchildren? Sadly, I doubt it. It is such a small thing, but much missed by older 
folk (and I include myself in this). 

Talking of parents… I admire and am amazed by today’s young parents and I thank Heavens 
that I’m well past that stage in life. Because I don’t understand how parents can bring up 
their children without giving the occasional, forbidden,  smack. Both my children were smacked 
when they did wrong, and both have turned out to be normal, well adjusted adults. Does 
that make me some fearsome devil? I think not. And when I see the behaviour of some of 
today’s youngsters, I still believe that we, the parent, should be able to administer a smack 
when it is truly deserved. Kids are quick to realise that we must not touch them or be at risk 
being reported. There can’t be a child who has not told their parent sometime that ‘ I’ll phone 
Childline’ ( or whatever the latest reporting service is called).  Yet surely there are times when 
a quick smack is so much better than a sullen silence, the withdrawal of mobiles, computers 
or treats. It’s done and dusted, and, provided a smack is an occasional punishment, I’ll always 
believe it has more effect than anything else.

 
 

 
 
 

 
PACE ELECTRIC GATES 

 
 
 
 
 

    1 The Fairway, Bush Fair, Harlow 
             Essex, CM18 6LY 

 
 Specialists in design, manufacture and installation of 

manual and automated gates. Gate Servicing. 
 
 Including video intercom entry systems.  

 
 Staircases, balustrades, balconies and railings. 

 
 Builders Steelwork.  

 
    

Free quotations with            
no obligation 

 
 

Tel: 01279 635525 
email:sales@pacesheetmetal.co.uk 

 

Elemis, Murad, CACI Ultimate, 
O.P.I., Bare Minerals, 
Shellac & St Tropez

A WIDE RANGE OF 
TREATMENTS FOR BOTH 

MEN & WOMEN

38 High Street • Buntingford 
Herts • SG9 9AQ
T: 01763 271122

www.touchofglamour.co.uk

Beauty Salon
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Home-Start Aquathon
Calling all local schools and leaders of youth organisations - whether you help at Brownies, 
Guides, Scouts, football, netball, rugby, swimming or any other sports team, we are inviting your 
school or organisation to take part in the Home-Start Aquathon which will be held on Sunday 
4th March, 2018 at Royston Leisure Centre.

This event will give you the opportunity to raise funds for your organisation - do you have a 
project on the go or need funds for equipment etc?

If you are interested in taking part, all you need to do is get together a team of 6 swimmers, 
they can be children, parents, PTA members, coaches or helpers, each member of the team 
then obtains sponsorship, and at the event, the team 
swim in relay for 55 minutes.

It’s not a race, it’s good fun, will help keep you fit and 
you will be helping to raise much needed funds for your 
organisation and also towards the work of your local 
Home-Start scheme - any money raised by your team 
will be split 50/50.

To book or for further information please email admin@
hsrsc.org.uk or call us on 01763 262262.

Advertise
in 

Little Hadham 
Parish News 

and reach over 500 
homes with your 

product or service.
Contact the editor for 

details:

htfp@clocktower.co.uk 
or 01376 339938

Your	  local	  service	  	  
provider	  for	  liquid	  	  
waste	  removal:	  
• 	  Cesspits	  
• 	  Sep7c	  tanks	  
• 	  Klargesters	  	  
• Bio	  disks	  

Tel:	  01279	  504638	  	  Fax:	  01279	  506433	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

LTH	  Waste	  Removal	  

Tel: 0800 112 3062,  01371 871871

Experienced Qualified BOOKKEEPER
Accounts to Trial Balance ready to 

present to your Accountant.
Monthly Management Accounts.

VAT Returns
SAGE Accounts, Payroll and QuickBooks

References available
Chris Stigwood 07814 096789
chrisstigwood@hotmail.com
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A Report from Nicholas Maddex : Footpath 15
Some thoughtless vandalism as detailed below has caused closure of the bridge on footpath 
15 between Cradle End and Bishop’s Stortford.

I inspected the footbridge on this path close to the Little Hadham parish boundary on Friday, 
and found that the damage to it is worse than I had hoped.  A number of pieces of decking 
have been almost completely burnt through, as has the waymark post.  Whilst the bearers 
have not been badly damaged by fire, they appear quite rotten where revealed by the fire 
damage, and I think that it would be difficult to satisfactorily repair the decking on them.

Therefore, I have, with some reluctance, imposed an emergency 21 day closure on this section 
of the path, to be followed by a (maximum) six-month closure, and put up barrier tape and 
site notices to this effect.

I will now obtain a quotation for a replacement footbridge as soon as possible and attempt to 
obtain funding for this.

Although it is physically possible to pass over the ditch nearby, we can only state on our site 
notices a diversion using official public rights of way.

If you have any queries please let me know. 

Nicholas Maddex   Nicholas.Maddex@hertfordshire.gov.uk

LOCAL

PROFESSIONAL

CARPET  &  UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

01279-776012

07971-786123

Hadham AGA Services Ltd
For all your AGA needs
36 years’ experience with 

a main agency
Contact Tony on

Tel: 07969 850758
Email: tony@hadhamagaservices.com

www.hadhamagaservices.com

         APPLE MAC    

REPAIRS                UPGRADES

     SERVICE                 DATA RESCUE        

INKS  IPHONES

Clocktower

85a Bradford Street, Bocking CM7 9AU

01376 340579

www.clocktower.co.uk

 
 
 
 
 
 

J.Marshall Pest Solutions Ltd 
 
For those looking for a Fast, Professional, Safe 
Efficient more permanent Pest Solution 
 
Rats and Mice, Moles, Wasps, Flies, Bed Bugs Etc 
Locally based 
Please call John on 07725 415826 or  
01279 844956 
Email: marshallj68@me.com 
RSPH/BPCA Certified, NPTA member  
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ALL TREEWORK

HEDGES

STUMP REMOVAL

SEASONED LOGS

WOOD CHIPPINGS

KINDLING

FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY INSURED

 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk

It’s time to Just Talk, continued from page 15

a mental health issue.  They also told us that they would like to talk more about mental 
health but are afraid of judgement or not being taken seriously.

And Time to Change research revealed that half (49%) of teenage boys in the UK would 
not feel comfortable talking to their dads about their mental health, including stress, 
anxiety and depression. When asked why, more than a third said it was because their dad 
doesn’t talk about his feelings and 31% said they wouldn’t want to burden them.

In Hertfordshire, 10 to 25 year olds can log on for free online support and counselling 
at www.kooth.com and can find all kinds of advice and information at www.
healthyyoungmindsinherts.org.uk

Just Talk launched on Monday 22 January. For more information, visit www.
healthyyoungmindsinherts.org.uk/justtalk

Join the conversation on social media using the hashtag #Just Talk

Hertfordshire’s plan to improve emotional wellbeing services for children and young people 
received £2m national funding.  One of the transformation plan’s priorities is to focus on 
prevention and early intervention, giving children and young people good emotional and 
wellbeing support. You can read Hertfordshire’s Transformation Plan for Children and Young 
People’s Mental Health and Wellbeing 2015-20 here:    http://www.enhertsccg.nhs.uk/
transforming-mental-health-services-children-and-young-people-camhs
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Volunteers Needed!
Isabel Hospice has over 600 volunteers who donate their time in supporting the local charity 
throughout eastern Hertfordshire. As the need for their specialist end-of-life services increase, 
so does the need for more volunteers. 

It is estimated that 87,000 hours of volunteer time were donated to Isabel Hospice last year, 
at the value of £780,000*

The Hospice offers full training and has a variety of roles in which help is needed. These 
include driving patients to and from Hospice Living Well with Isabel Day sessions, helping in 
the hospices shops and helping in fundraising to put on mass events. If you feel you could 
donate a few hours a week on a regular basis, please get in touch as we really need your 
help!

One of our Volunteer Drivers, Malcom shared his experience of working for the Hospice. 

“As a volunteer driver you collect patients from home and take them to Isabel Hospice 
Living Well sessions across eastern Hertfordshire. It is a real privilege to drive. You get to 
know people over the weeks and it’s much more than driving people from A to B. You listen, 
you talk and hear stories from people from all walks of life. As you are driving it takes the 
pressure off the conversation and they are able to tell you things that maybe they can’t 
share with their family, knowing it won’t go any further. I’d thoroughly recommend it. “

* based on National (Real) Living Wage

News from the Gardens of Easton Lodge Preservation Trust

So, what have we to offer you in 2018?  As usual the year will start with our fabulous snowdrops.  
Last year, the snowdrops in the Bosquet at the front of the Gardens were magnificent, some 
interspersed with aconites which were also in full bloom, on two cold, but sunny February open 
days. Many of the common single and double blooms were planted in Victorian times or before, 
whilst we believe others in the Glade and the kitchen gardens were planted more recently. On 
Sunday 18th and 25th of February our gates will be open from 11.30 -4.00 (last entry 3.00) 
and we will have hot drinks, soup and bacon rolls and of course home-made cakes. We will 
also have some of our snowdrops for sale in the green.

Over the rest of the year our aim is to build upon our successes in 2017.  We are working hard 
on the planting in the Gardens: to extend the seasonal range in the Italian Garden; to bring yet 
more colour to the Walled Kitchen garden; and to establish the planting better in the stumpery 
in the Glade and the rill pond. For Open Days, we will have tried and tested entertainment, 
while continuing to introduce new elements – new musicians, exhibitors and of course fun 
activities for the children.  

We hope to welcome you to the Gardens in 2018.  If you like what you find, you might like to 
buy an excellent value season ticket or become a Friend of the Gardens. For more information, 
ask at the Gate or go to our website http://www.eastonlodge.co.uk . 

Jill Goldsmith
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Stephen Ruff halted his journey at Much Hadham 
Station, in his latest talk on the Buntingford line.  He 
grew up near the Station and described how much 
fun it was as a playground after the closure of the 

line in the 1960s.  Using his extensive slide collection, personal anecdotes and his railway 
contacts, he painted a picture of the Station and its immediate surroundings. Views along the 
track to the South in 1961, included  a distant glimpse of Hadham Towers on the horizon 
before it was demolished. To the North was an older shot of the 8 sail Hadham Windmill built 
in 1892-5 by Richard Hunt.  Passenger services on the line closed in November 1859, goods 
continued briefly thereafter.  The track was finally removed in 1966. 

Stephen showed many pictures of trains, engines and infrastructure (eg signals, platforms and 
buildings etc) at Hadham Station and nearby, including Simmonds coal yard before it moved 
to Widford.  The Station area has of course since been been developed for housing.  He 
showed many photos of the staff and passengers e.g. Mr Allen, Stationmaster in 1918; Bert 
Turner and Len Skipp in the signal box.  As a single line track, larger stations provided passing 
places: Hadham was one of these.  A token had to be given by the driver e.g. on the up line 
to the driver on the down line to allow him to proceed, often resulting in one train waiting for 
the other.  After the formal closure of the line by BR, Wickens, Coachbuilders of Ware paid for 
maintenance of the line for a few years.  Wickens used it, with a BR driver to test railcars they 
were building for export – many to South America.  Stephen concluded with many photos 
and personal anecdotes of local Hadham people – a fitting end to a very enjoyable and 
appreciated presentation.

Forthcoming Events
Mon, Feb12 @ 8:00pm Green Room, Much Hadham Village Hall
Hugh Myddleton and the New River by Helen Gibson. This is a new talk on the canalisation 
of part of the River Lea to supply fresh water to London.

Wed, Mar14 @ 8:00pm Little Hadham Village Hall
The History of Harlow until 1945, by Ryan Karolak.  A history from Roman Times until the end 
of the WW2.  Its devopment into the New Town will be covered in a later talk. 
www.thehadhamshistorysociety.org.uk Mike Clark 842131

	  

Go Paper-free.
Email your address with ‘Paper-free’ in the 
subject line to htfp@clocktower.co.uk to 

receive a perfect copy of the Parish News.

Give it a try and save us time and money!



222222222222

Council Supports New Campaign, continued from page 6

Little Hadham
Neighbourhood Plan

the body with each cigarette smoked, including more than 70 known cancer-causing 
compounds. 

Hilary said: “I’ve smoked at least 20 a day for over forty years. Like many, I’ve been 
hooked on cigarettes and ignoring the damage – even though I know the harm I’m 
doing, I’ve found it extremely difficult to quit for good. Even a stroke three years ago 
only led me to stop temporarily.

“Seeing the high levels of poisonous chemicals in my blood from these tests really hit 
home how dangerous continuing to smoke is – and for that reason, I’m done!” 

For help to quit, including advice about e-cigarettes, text SMOKEFREE to 80818, call 
0800 389 3 998 or visit www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/stopsmoking

The Plan is moving along;  we have had another session with our very helpful 
consultant, Rachel Hogger and are due to meet an Officer in the Planning 
Department next week to further the call for sites.  
The Steering Group met with the developers who offered sites; some brought 
plans and shiny brochures and each site was discussed in full.  The final 
assessment of the sites offered has been prepared by an outside agency, 
Aecom, and you will find this in full if you go to the Parish Council website and 
click on the Neighbourhood Plan link in the box.  Everyone is encouraged to 
read this as it will inform the next Public Consultation.  
The Steering Group must be guided by you, the inhabitants, and if anyone 
would like to join the Group please get in touch with the Chairman, Will Wright, 
littlehadham@hotmail.com or via the Parish Council website; some planning 
knowledge would be an advantage. 
 Look out for details of the Public Consultation which will be held in the Village 
Hall, date to be agreed.
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Message from your County Councillor, Graham McAndrew 

Flooding
The issue of flooding is becoming more frequent and is often exacerbated 
in rural environments. Our highways teams are working hard to ensure that 
road drains are clean and in good repair, but the water still has to go somewhere and heavy 
downpours like those we’ve seen recently can overwhelm the sewers and soakaways the drains 
connect to. 
Hertfordshire County Council is the Lead Local Flood Authority for Hertfordshire and has the 
role of managing flood risk from surface water and groundwater. Hertfordshire County Council 
has a duty to ensure that roads and pavements are in a safe and usable condition - if the road, 
pavement or subway becomes flooded it can become very dangerous and must be addressed 
as quickly as possible.  Visit www.hertsdirect.org and search for ‘prepare now for winter flooding’ 
for further information.
East Herts Council has a role working in conjunction with other organisations, such as Herts 
County Council and the Environment Agency, to reduce flood risk. As part of this role, East 
Herts Council will continue to arrange preventative maintenance on certain key points of 
the drainage network. In times of adverse conditions these are very closely monitored and 
preventative actions taken where appropriate. Visit www.eastherts.gov.uk and search for 
‘flooding’ for further information.
The Environment Agency has powers and responsibilities to manage flood risk from main 
rivers, and works with others to maintain and improve main rivers throughout England. They 
provide useful information if flooding is likely in your local area.  Visit www.gov.uk and search 
for ‘prepare for a flood’ 
If you own property next to a watercourse, e.g. river, culvert, brook or mill stream, as the likely 
Riparian Owner you must manage your own flood risk, maintain river beds and banks etc, 
and not obstruct the water flow.  The Environment Agency website contains more advice for 
Riparian Owners.
Thank you for your co-operation. Please log all highway faults at www.hertsdirect.org/
faultreporting/
Finally, each year I have an annual budget (£90,000 Highway Locality Budget and £10,000 
Locality Budget) that can be considered for appropriate community-led requests. I would 
welcome new ideas for improvements around the Parish. For details please visit  
www.hertsdirect.org  and search for my name.  County Cllr Graham McAndrew. 
E: graham.mcandrew@hertfordshire.gov.uk

 Christmas Eve at St. Cecilia’s Church
About 250 adults and children packed the Church for our annual Christingle Service on 
Christmas Eve.   At this service, we raise money for the Children’s Society, and on this 
occasion we raised just over £388.  

Many thanks to all who came and enjoyed themselves and donated so generously.



If you would like to find out more about the life of our church, please see our website 
www.riverashchurches.org.uk

There have been no entries in the Register this month

Editor : Jan Finn, Jute House, 85a Bradford Street, Bocking Essex, CM7 9AU e-mails:  htfp@clocktower.co.uk
All articles for inclusion; sponsorship; and payment for advertising in the next issue

must be received by the18th of the month.  (cheques payable to Little Hadham PCC) 
Little Hadham Parish News is distributed free by St Cecilia’s church

Prayer Chain
Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive prayer requests.

Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will be forwarded to 
the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a period of time. 

All requests will be confidential.
Please ring anytime:  Janet: 842671,  Karin: 771532

4 Sunday    2nd before Lent
9.15 am  Family Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham

11.15 am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s,  Albury.

11 Sunday    Sunday next before Lent
9.15 am  Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 am  Holy Communion at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

14 Wednesday    Ash Wednesday
8.00 pm  Group Holy Communion & Imposition of Ashes at Furneux Pelham.

18 Sunday    Lent 1
9.15 am  Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s,  Albury.

25 Sunday   Lent 2
9.15 am Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 am Family Communion at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

28 Wednesday   Midweek service
10.00 am Holy Communion, Book of Common Prayer, at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

Don’t forget to join us for the Third Thursday Lunch when a light, but delicious lunch 
is served in the Village Hall for a donation, from 12.30.  Friends and neighbours 
meet here regularly for a chat and catch-up on all the news! 

February 2018 
St Cecilia’s,  Little Hadham  |  St Mary’s,  Albury  |  St Andrew’s,  Much Hadham


