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Letter from the Rectory		

Revd. Steve Bate

Happy Easter! By the time you read this it’s likely that Val and I are away with
thousands of other Christians gathered together for this year’s Spring Harvest.
This annual event for people of all ages and church backgrounds takes place in
two venues: Butlin’s at Minehead and Butlin’s at Skegness.
Each year has its own theme and this year’s theme is ‘One for All.’ Over five
days, Christians from a wide range of denominations will be celebrating what it
means to be united as followers of Jesus Christ. We’ll be exploring the prayer of Jesus for his
followers in John’s gospel – his prayer that we may be one. We’ll be looking into the challenges
of living out our faith together so that God’s love for his world is made known.
At the time I’m writing this, I’m looking forward to worshipping God together with thousands,
meeting in smaller groups for seminars, reflecting on the seminars alone and simply relaxing.
Spring Harvest’s organisers say “Spring Harvest exists to create opportunities for you to
encounter God, be changed by that encounter and go out and change the world.” Can I
encourage you to take part in an event like Spring Harvest? Or try one of the many other ways
that we can spend time encountering God and return better equipped to serve him and serve
others in the world around us. There are so many more ways to encounter God as we draw
aside from our regular routine. You can spend time away going on a pilgrimage You can spend
time away on a retreat. You can spend time away for a shorter period of time on a quiet day.
If you haven’t yet spent time with God in any of these ways, why not give one of them a try?
I’ve attended Spring Harvest for many years but it was particularly over the last few years,
during that time away, that God had shown me where he was leading me. It was also a place
where I experienced encouragement and prayer from other Christians I’d never met before.
There are so many other ways to encounter God. Ever since my ordination, I was encouraged
to take regular quiet days. Some of my quiet days over the last few years have been significant
milestones in my walk with God as I have sought his direction for me.
So can I encourage you to try a Christian conference or festival, a pilgrimage, a retreat or a
quiet day? There are so many opportunities available to come away from our regular routine
and encounter God. It doesn’t need to be expensive and you don’t need to travel far – look
out for our own Ash and Quin Valleys Group Quiet Days.
Just as the first followers of Jesus encountered him following his resurrection, were changed by
their encounter with him and went on to change the world, may we keep on encountering our
risen Lord, be changed by that encounter and change the world around us.
Steve

Little Hadham & Albury Social Club
Jane Skinner gave an interesting talk about rural life in Transylvania at our March meeting;
we learnt how rural life is still very precious but that the impositions of modern life are ever
encroaching. In April we’re off to the local cinema to watch live stream ballet from The Royal
Opera House Theatre in London so there will be no meeting at the Village Hall. We’re back
on Tuesday May 9th for a talk from the Salvation Army; more news on this in the May parish
magazine. Happy Easter everyone. 				
Carmela, Binnie & Sue
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Parish Council News
Annual Parish Assembly

consent of a motor vehicle.
Crimes this year are down but please remain
vigilant as other areas have seen a significant
rise in vehicle crime and we are also entering
the season where sheds are broken into to
steal garden power tools.
In the event of witnessing a crime or suspicious
incident in progress ring 999. If the suspect
has already gone then ring 101. There is also
much information on the Herts Police website
about how to protect your valuables and you
can also contact the Police online through the
website.
Next Parish Council meeting will be at
the Village Hall on Tuesday 4th April 2017
at 8pm. We use the main hall so there is
plenty of space, and there is also a hearing
loop installed for the hard of hearing. Please
come and let the Councillors know what you
would like to see happen in our village, and
listen to the work being carried out.
Parish Clerk is contactable on 01279 842803
or email clerklittlehadham@gmail.com
Parish Council Website can be accessed via
http://www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk

Little Hadham Parish Council warmly invites
all parishioners to this year’s Parish Assembly
Tuesday April 25th, 7 pm at the Village Hall.
Complimentary wine and nibbles followed by
• News on the bypass
• Hear how the police are tackling speeding
and traffic light queue jumping
• Get to know local groups & clubs
• Catch up on Little Hadham Primary School
news
• Meet parish councillors
• Catch up with neighbours & friends
EVERYONE WELCOME!
Be proud ours is a thriving community – join in
there’s lots going on.

Crime Update for Little Hadham
Local Police have advised the Parish Council
that for the period of January 2017 to March
2017 there was one reported crime within
the parish which was a theft. Within the
same period last year there were 3 reported
crimes which were a theft from motor vehicle,
a criminal damage and a taking without

The Green, Bury Green
Folks, I have tried hard to keep my counsel on this matter but I feel compelled to let you know
that Little Hadham Parish Council really has not grasped why I am not continuing in this role;
it is not that I am somehow NOT ABLE (there is nothing wrong with me – I am fully able to
carry out simple tasks) rather it is more a question of principle. The facts remain thus; LHPC is
wholly financially responsible for the upkeep of The Green and whilst the community remains
more than happy to contribute towards the cost of the mowing LHPC is more or less forcing
the community to take on the burden in completeness, remember folks, LHPC receives a lot of
its precept via Council Tax from us the residents of Bury Green. Honestly, I truly despair; LHPC
has a cheek and is not working with the community on this matter.
May I take this opportunity and say Thank You to all those who have been in touch regarding
the mowing of The Green, Bury Green; your thoughts are very much appreciated.
Carmela.
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Family Favourites No 1: Lemon Pudding
Last month I put out a request to the village to help me gather some local recipes for a Little
Hadham recipe book and I am happy to say I have had some response. The first recipe I
received was from Graham Rouse of Ford cottages who has kindly passed on this recipe
which came from his Mother’s mother in-law. It originated in Scarborough and was used when
running a guest house when austerity was part of everyday life. It became a firm favourite
in the Rouse family so I thought I would give it a try, and yes it is a quick, easy and delicious
recipe which I am sure will find its way onto other Hadham family tables once I have shared
it with you :
Ingredients Method
3 Tablespoons Sugar Mix lemon zest with breadcrumbs
2ozs breadcrumbs Warm milk and dissolve sugar
½ pint milk Pour onto breadcrumbs
2 eggs Allow to cool
2 lemons – zest and juice Beat eggs and add lemon juice
Cook 30 mins at 180º/160º fan/gas mark 4 in a buttered dish.
Serve with custard, cream or on its own
I am looking forward to receiving lots more recipes that hopefully one day will be part of Little
Hadham’s history. Happy cooking,		
Jan Williamson from Clouds, Ford Hill

EASTER EGG HUNT
Millennium Wood
11.00am
on Easter Sunday
April 16th
See page 6 for details
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Village Hall News					 Angela Fardell
Our RACE NIGHT was a resounding success thanks to all the kind folk who bought tickets, bet
on the horses and enjoyed their fish and chips on 18th March. This was a new venture for us
and with the help of Denis Olliver from Westland Green we learned how to do it. Although
Denis lives in the Parish he is Chairman of Standon Village Hall and a dab hand at raising
money for sagging Village Halls. So we rallied the troops and organised the Hall while Denis
and his friends ran the tote. Jim Kirwen from Grimsby brought all the equipment and bidding
was fierce on the horses, egged on by a noisy crowd of race-goers. So it’s a huge thank you to
our wonderful Sponsors for the races: Oliver at Connect Scaffolding; Brenda and Brian Kain at
the LH Farmers’ Market; Mokut Mower Services; Paul at The Nag’s Head; Fiona at Hopley’s
Cafe; Peter Worby, Antiques Restorers; Adam at Premier Mobile Valeting; Ollie, Alexander
Garden Machinery; Barry at E.H. Home Foot Clinic; Ensum Brown, Estate Agents; John Blake at
St. Ouen’s Antiques – we are very grateful to you all. We would also like to thank Denis and
friends, the Village Hall Committee who worked so hard (Jan, Karin and Frank, Jon and Angela,
and Eileen and Terry) and everyone who helped make this fun evening such a success. Thank
you for coming, we shall be doing it again!

SOCKS, SOCKS, SOCKS
Folks if you’re having a clear out – we’re still collecting! Please
deliver to either Ann (next door to the Nag’s Head, Little Hadham)
or myself; The Old Cottage, Bury Green. Thank you –
Carmela
Village IT Services
Computer Support for the
Communities of East Herts
Local Friendly Service with
15 + Yrs Experience
 Fault Finding, Upgrades, Reinstallation & Rebuilds
 E-mail, Internet & Broadband Solutions
 Home, Small Business Wireless Networks & Storage
 Virus /Spyware Protection & Removal &
 Backup solutions and Data Recovery
 Scanner, Printer & Digital Camera setup
 Software & Hardware Advice
 Windows, Internet, MS Office Tuition in the home

40

RATES

(No call out charge within 15 miles of Hunsdon)

PRIVATE Individuals:1st Hour (or Part of) £35 then £17.50 per 1/2 Hour thereafter
(£30 per hour Concession for recipients of State Pension)
COMMERCIAL Businesses :1st Hour (or Part of) £55 then £25.00 per 1/2 Hour thereafter
Fixed Price options & Small Business or Homeworker support
contracts available. Please contact me for further details.

Contact John Felstead Tel: 01279 841145 (preferred)
Mob: 07900 248284
e-mail: john@villageitservices.com
www.villageitservices.com
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Millennium Wood Easter Egg Hunt.
All the work has now been completed for the winter in the wood and spring
is bringing dormant trees and plants to life. I have now seeded several areas
with a selection of wild flower seeds and shall continue to do so on a fortnightly
basis, thereby ensuring a long flowering period throughout the summer to help
the bees and other nectaring insects.
Last year, we held our first, very successful, Easter Egg hunt in the wood, with
over 100 people coming along. This will be run again at 11am. on Easter
Sunday 16th April. Whilst the event is free, there will be a box for any donations
to cover the costs of the eggs etc. If you are planning on joining in then please
do let me know so we have the right amount of prizes.
If you could email jforgham@hotmail.com with your name, email address,
mobile number and the number of children attending it will be a big help with
the organisation. Feel free to ask family and friends along too and let’s hope
it will be drier than last year when the Millennium Wood mud was ankle deep.
May still be worth coming along with wellies, just in case.

QUALITY
KITCHEN
FACELIFTS

Brighten up your kitchen
EST.

1999

Before

®

• Huge choice of doors worktops,
appliances, sinks & taps

PLEASE CALL:

• Made to measure custom-built
doors and units

sg@dreamdoors.co.uk

• Save £1000s with a makeover
• Installed by local skilled tradesman
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01920 463302
dreamdoors.co.uk
Visit our showroom:
Units 3 & 5, Star Street, Ware,
Hertfordshire, SG12 7AA

Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
It was nice to see old faces and new ones at the AGM last month and I know
we all enjoyed Jonathan Forgham’s talk .
The new List of events and show schedule are now available on line on the
Garden Club page at the Parish Council website littlehadham-pc.gov.uk, or in paper
form, from Karin Green. Do visit the site as we will be putting pictures from
the shows and outings on there. Our thanks to Bev Evans for arranging this.
We meet this month on Tuesday 18th April, 7.45 for 8.00, at the Village Hall and
the talk is The Countess and her garden - A History of Easton Lodge. We would
love to see you, members free, non-members £3.00, including refreshments.
A date for your diary, the famous Plant sale and coffee morning is on Saturday
May 6th. Come along to buy wonderful plants at reasonable prices and treat
yourselves to a coffee and our home-made cakes. More information next
month.

Main dealer standards
at independent rates.
All makes & models of vehicles
MOT tested and serviced

Wall and Floor Tiling Specialists

• Full vehicle services to manufacturer’s

We can tile any   space and specialise in
ceramic, porcelain, natural stone and
mosaic tiles. We supply and fit or, if
preferred, we offer a just fit service.

services schedules – your new car’s
warranty is not affected
• Lucas-trained engineers
• Vehicle electrical problems solved
• Petrol fuel injectors
• Advanced diagnostic equipment
• Air conditioning repair/service
• Family businesses since 1972

Free local collection & delivery service
Free courtesy cars available

A J Dedman
Garage Services Ltd

Please do not hesitate to contact us:

Unit 7, Twyford Business Centre
Bishop’s Stortford herts cm23 3yt

01279 776 140
07984 136 623
www.connect-tiling.co.uk

Tel: 01279 758844 Fax: 01279 758849
dedmangarage@btconnect.com
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Little Hadham School
Believing and Achieving

March has been such a busy month with our Fairtrade Fortnight,Year 6 B.S. Music Festival and
French and Science Enrichment Days. ‘Nightowls’, our new After School Care Club, have made a
great start and numbers are rising every week! With this service alongside our daily Breakfast
Club, we can support working parents with their childcare from 7.45am to 6.30pm every day.
Oh, how schools have changed!
Have a wonderful Easter!
Thank you for your continued support.				
Liz Stockley (Head)

Parish Councillor Vacancy
A vacancy has arisen on Little Hadham Parish Council. The Council is seeking applications from
residents within the parish who believe they could contribute to the principal aim of making
our village a better place in which to live. This is a job with considerable rewards – satisfaction
rather than remuneration – for someone who wants to get more involved with the community.
There are no formal qualifications needed. The successful applicants would be co-opted after
selection by existing councillors. If you think this might be you, please send a brief career
summary and a note of any special interests, before Monday 2nd May 2017 to Parish Clerk,
Pryersfield, New Road, Little Hadham, SG11 2AW or: clerklittlehadham@gmail.com

8

	
  

February’s meeting by Clare Gittings, was based on
the detailed personal diaries of Lady Sarah Cowper
(1644-1720), describing her “42 years of wedded
misery”. At age 18, she inherited a third of her
wealthy father’s estate and the balance when her mother died 3 years later. Whilst she
enjoyed a good interest, the capital was shielded for 10 years from Sir William Cowper of
Hertford Castle, who she married 2 months later. Sir William’s income was modest and
the imbalance was probably responsible for the couple’s incompatibility. Unlike him, she
became completely celibate and profoundly Anglican after the birth of their 4th son in
1670. Sir William ignored her views on the upbringing of their two surviving sons, who both
became prominent lawyers like their father. William abused her verbally and physically
and failed to support her in domestic matters. Her diary is an excellent and detailed
commentary on contemporary life and it is rare for a woman of her period to be so candid.
The trigger for writing it, was probably her wanton son Spencer’s trial for the murder of
Sarah Stout in Hertford. Lady Sarah had few social contacts spending much time on
intellectual pursuits and the trial scandal left her even more isolated. She spent much
time in London and hated the time at Hertford Castle, where the family stayed during
the Summer; she was nevertheless buried in Hertingfordbury. Her elder son William was
appointed Lord Keeper of the Great Seal in 1705, played a significant role in negotiating
the Union with Scotland and became the first Lord Chancellor of Gt Britain. This very
interesting tale was much appreciated.

CLOCKTOWER
Apple Mac sales
Repairs
Service
Data rescue
Upgrades

all treework
hedges
stump removal
seasoned logs

Jute House
85a Bradford Street
Bocking, CM7 9AU

wood chippings
kindling
free estimates

01376 340579

fully insured

www.clocktower.co.uk
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Little Hadham
Neighbourhood Plan

Our group of volunteers continue to meet each month and we are making
steady progress. We have braved the winter months and have nearly completed
the Character Assessment, but to really show off the Parish we are keen to
receive more photographs showing the wonderful views, wildlife, people,
buildings. So if you are out enjoying a spring walk please take your camera and
send us your shots at: littlehadham@hotmail.com
By the time you read this we will have met with East Herts and we anticipate
clear direction following that, including consideration for a potential housing
needs survey and possibly a call for sites. We are also going to create a Vision for
the Plan / Parish and you will see more on that soon. In short much is being done,
much is still to be done, but we are getting there.

Things everyone can help with number 3: Fly Tipping
One of the items that the NP cannot tackle, but residents told us that they are
concerned, is litter - so here is the next self help instalment:

How?
Call East Herts on 01279 655 261 and ask to speak to the refuse and recycling
department or press the right option for refuse and recycling. Tell them where
and what you have seen and they will send out an investigator. They come
pretty quickly, usually removing the litter within a couple of days.
Also, if you have large household items to dispose of, subject to some rules,
they will collect from your house, starting from £25 for one large item.
Finally we can all do our bit when we are out and about; to help, maybe
consider buying yourself a grabber / litter picker - available for less than
£5 each. We have two and take them out with the children to instil a little
community spirit while they are young. Plus, who doesn’t like playing with a
grabby hand?
Amazon has them for example under searches for: ‘Litter Picker’, ‘Pick up
reaching tool’ or ‘Picker grabber
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Obituary : H Charles Jordan
Harold Charles Jordan, known as Charlie, was born in Ugley near Stansted, Essex
in 1932, where his father worked as Engineer and Chauffeur at Orford House.
The family moved to Much Hadham in 1941 where Charlie’s father had been
appointed Assistant Warden at the Hostel for Conscientious Objectors. This was
later to become the Land Army Hostel. Charlie attended the local St Andrew’s
school. His mother died in 1945 when he was aged 12 and when his father went to work in a
factory in Cambridge Charlie was left in the care of his sister-in-law in Park Terrace, whilst his
older brother, Bill, moved next door to lodge with the Rogers family.
Charlie was a regular churchgoer throughout his life and at the age of 12 he was taught to ring
by John Warner, the Church Sexton and an odd-jobber for G. L. Thurgood 1933 Ltd. John later
moved to Standon and joined the band there until his death in 2016.
When he was 14 Charlie started work for Thurgood’s in their carpentry shop. One of his first
jobs was polishing coffins. He remembered cutting 4” thick oak with a hand saw, which was no
mean feat! He joined the village Youth Club and it was there that he met his wife of 59 years,
Daphne. At 18 he was called up for 2 years’ National Service in the Army, eventually becoming
the Commander in Chief’s Responsible Person. On his return, Charlie attended evening classes
at St Andrew’s school studying Maths, Poetry and English. Spurred on by this taste of adult
education, in 1955 he bought a motor-bike and enrolled on a City & Guilds course in what is
now the University of Hertfordshire in Hatfield. After work, three nights a week, he biked over
and four years later he left with a 1st class certificate in Carpentry and Joinery.
The qualification enabled Charlie’s career to flourish and he progressed through various
building firms, often travelling from Much Hadham to London on an early morning workman’s
train ticket and ending up as an Inspector at the Ministry of Public Buildings and Works. This
job gave him the chance to see inside such fascinating buildings as Buckingham Palace, the
Cabinet War Rooms and No 10 Downing Street.
Charlie was always instantly recognisable with his trade mark swept back black hair, dark
jacket, tie, blue denim jeans and black shoes. Charlie filled many village roles including that of
Parish Councillor from 1984 to 2007. With Daphne, they ran the Fete Book Stall for 22 years
and until recently he sat on the Much Hadham Hall Management Committee.
A task very close to Charlie’s heart was the responsibility of remembrance, a duty carried out in
a voluntary role for over many years for the British Legion. Known as the Poppy Man, Charlie
was Much Hadham’s ‘Poppy Appeal organiser’ for over 4 decades, every year he would ensure
the village had the opportunity to contribute to the Poppy Appeal campaign by coordinating a
vast number of volunteer collectors. His usual attention to detail and sense of duty contributed
greatly to the many thousands of pounds raised in the village towards supporting the families
of the armed forces and remembering those who had made the ultimate sacrifice. Charlie
gave many years to making sure that the memory of the fallen and the future of the living of
our Armed Forces past and present is never forgotten.
Charlie joined Hertford County Association of Change Ringers in 1957 becoming a life member
in 2007 under the 50 year rule. He had been the Ringing Master, secretary and treasurer of
The St Andrew’s Guild of Church and Handbell Ringers from 1960 until 2016 when he stood
continued on page 14
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What’s on in April

in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated

2 Sun, Dawn Chorus Walk, 5.15am opposite
The Nag’s Head. Please tell Jonathan if you
are coming. More info on p17.
4 Tue, Parish Council, 8pm. Come along,
everybody is welcome.
16 Sun, Easter Sunday Egg Hunt, 11am
Millennium Wood. Details on page 6.
18 Tue, LH & A Garden Club, 7.45 for 8pm
See page 7.
20 Thur, 3rd Thursday Lunch 12.30, rear of
the Village Hall. If you haven’t been before
do come, there is no booking required, or a
set fee, just a donation. Do come along and
enjoy soup and a roll, Carmela’s Italian treat,
tea coffee and biscuits (Chocolate of course)
and much more.
23 Sun, Dawn Chorus Walk, 4.45am opposite
The Nag’s Head. Please tell Jonathan if you
are coming. More info on p17.
23 Sun, Easton Lodge Open Day, 11.30-5pm
with the usual excellent fayre (including bacon
rolls and homemade cakes). The Thaxted
Morris dancers will help us welcome the
Spring. For those of you interested in Garden
Design, come and see our latest restored
Peto feature – a stone flanked spring, feeding
a flint lined rill, with the pond and nearby
stumpery now planted up. Information about
volunteering and visiting the gardens is on our
website: http://www.eastonlodge.co.uk, or send
us a message on enquiries@eastonlodge.
co.uk; or 01371 876979.
24 Mon, Hadhams’ History Society, 8pm, the
Green Room, MH Village Hall. The Pickett
Family of Kettle Green Farm, by Angela Kenny.
25 Tue, Annual Parish Assembly, 7pm.See p 3.
Little Hadham Parish Council warmly invites
all parishioners to this year’s Parish Assembly.
Complimentary wine and nibbles. and a great

evening, packed with interest.
27 Thur, Whist Drive, Everyone welcome, but
if you would like to learn to play whist please
contact Mrs Ross Barron on 771694.
29 Sat, Little Hadham Farmers’ Market,
8.30-11.30am. Come along on the last
saturday of the month.

Coming soon
May 6 Plant Sale
May 19 Jack May Charity Golf Day, see p13
May 11-13, “The Ladykillers” see p13.
Hertfordshire’s new Local Offer goes live
The one stop shop for information and advice
on special educational needs or disabilities,
Hertfordshire’s Local Offer, has been revamped
and is now LIVE!
There are over 25,500 young people in
Hertfordshire with a special educational need
or disability (SEND). Only one fifth of those
children register for extra support through an
educational, health and care plan (formerly a
statement) because of an exceptional need.
Where are the other 20,000+ going for
support? The Local Offer was introduced by
the government to help improve the quality
of information about what local services and
support is available. Whether it’s help to find
a support group, information about how to
apply for an assessment, what the pathway to
adulthood entails or simply as a starting point
for more detail on a child or young person’s
condition, Hertfordshire’s Local Offer is the
place to look. The new Local Offer is simple
and easy to navigate and if you can’t find
what you’re looking for, email us at localoffer@
hertfordshire.gov.uk and we’ll do our best to
find it for you.
Visit www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/localoffer
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NOTICEBOARD
Much Hadham Drama
Group, directed by Maggie
Smith, will stage an
amateur production of

‘The Ladykillers’
by Graham Lineham on
11th, 12th, and 13th May
at 8.00pm in the Village
Hall. Tickets at £9 will be
available from mid-April at
Londis, Much Hadham High
Street, or nclarke167@aol.
com (01279 842822).

Volunteering Opportunity
As part of the health projects being delivered I have been working with a number of colleagues
to set up a Hertford Cycling Hub which seeks to promote cycling to women mainly who have
not had the opportunity cycle or would like to re-connect with it. The hub will also have the
wider reach of supporting families and adults to get involved. The idea is to purchase a small
number of adult bikes so these can be hired out and used on Breeze led Cycle rides (Women
only) especially for those who do not own or have access to a bike. The aim is to enable our
Leisure provider to help run the Hertford Cycling Hub in conjunction with British Cycling who
train up the Breeze riders. These plans are being worked on at the moment and in connection
with this there is an opportunity to consider whether you would like to be trained as a Breeze
Cycle leader with a view to helping and supporting the Hertford Cycle Hub when it is launched.
For more details see what is involved in being a Breeze Cycle rider see here: https://www.
letsride.co.uk/beachampion
And to sign up if you are interested to one of two courses running locally:
1)
A course on 20 May at the University of Hertfordshire in Hatfield.
https://www.britishcycling.org.uk/events/course/details/3556
2)
A course on 22 April in Enfield so not too far to travel.
https://www.britishcycling.org.uk/events/course/details/3498
Please circulate as appropriate to organisations or ladies who may be interested in this
opportunity. If you would like to find out any more information about the Hertford Cycle Hub
please contact me in the first instance.:
Simon, East Herts Council, 01992531471
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Obituary : H Charles Jordan, continued from page 11
down due to ill health. He served on the Association’s General Committee from 1986 to 2006
and as Bishop’s Stortford District Ringing Master from 1992 to 1999.
The late Len Luck, husband of Frances, called Charlies first quarter peal of Plain Bob Doubles
in June 1974.
Charlie wrote in his obituary to Len: “Plain Bob to wean me off Grandsire and then in ’75 he
insisted I rang a peal, something simple like 7-spliced, myself to ring the treble. We spent more
time in the pub than on the end of a rope. Met short, rope broke, glaring sunshine on glass,
fired out, you name it we experienced it, but the objective was not changed. At the seventh
attempt success!! On a Sunday afternoon, no pubs open, no beer!! I do not believe that he
ever forgave me. However, I shall treasure the memories of the failures and the resulting wakes
as much as the success.”
In all Charlie rang in a total of 10 peals, the last being in 1999, nine of which were for the
Association.
To mark his retirement from ringing the local band rang a Quarter Peal of 1480 Plain Bob
Doubles and at the Annual District Meeting in January the Much Hadham ringers presented
Charlie with a water colour of St Andrew’s.
He is survived by his brother William, son Mark and daughter Linnet, and five grandchildren,
Charlotte, Nathaniel, Caleb, Isaac and Thea.

Little Hadham
Primary School

S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

‘Believing and Achieving’

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling
Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves
Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance
22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices
@hotmail.co.uk
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Excellent opportunities for
pupils aged 3-11 years
Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

for more details

A ‘Good’ school where children
flourish OFSTED 2014
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

Nature Notes: February / March 2017.

Jonathan Forgham

Warm weather, sometimes reaching a balmy 16ºC has meant plenty of new for the year
species have been noted throughout the parish. Butterflies became evident in the 2nd
week of March, with a brimstone noted on the 12th, my
earliest record for Little Hadham, whilst a peacock was seen
on 14th and a small tortoiseshell on the 18th March. A
peacock butterfly shown here.
Bird wise, as of 19th March, I am yet to observe any new
migrants that have arrived in the parish. I heard my 1st
chiffchaff of the year on the 17th March at Bloodhounds
Wood near Wickham Hall, so I am sure there will be some
soon in all local woods.
For two weeks of this period (19th Feb – 19th March) we were in Sri Lanka. Whilst not
a birding holiday as such, I did manage to get out for local wanders most days and had
several boat trips around marshes and lakes. Another boat trip was out to find blue
whales that migrate south of the island in spring but unfortunately, after 2 hours of being
thrown all over the place on the small boat, the captain deemed it too bad to continue
and turned for home. By this time the 25 on board were absolutely drenched with waves
breaking over the top of the whole craft. On another boat trip around Koggala Lake I
continued on page 16

Tel: 01371 871871
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Nature Notes,

continued from page 15

noted over 35 species of birds, black monkeys (shown here) and several large crocodiles.
The following day I went for a long walk around the perimeter of the lake and encountered
an 8 foot croc sprawled across the path, which quietly
slipped into the lake as I approached. In total, 64 species
of bird were recorded, so not too bad at all.
Moth wise, things are beginning to pick up at the trap
placed in the garden, with a new species for my parish
records noted at Westland Green
on the night of the 19th Feb: a
Small brindled beauty (shown
left). Other species have been
new for the year, taking the total
to 25 species already recorded this year.
With April coming up it is time to start thinking about the dawn
chorus and times to get out for an early morning walk. I am
planning on getting out at 5.15am on Sunday 2nd April. If you
care to join me, please meet opposite the Nag’s Head. It is
continued on page 17

MICK’S CARPENTRY
& PLASTERING
SERVICES

AW
ANNE WRIGHT GRAPHIC DESIGN

Clean & Reliable

w

All Plastering, Artexing,
Coving & Rendering
undertaken. Also Doors,
Locks, Laminate Flooring,
Repairs & Refurbishments,
Fencing & Decking.

w

w
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• LOGO DESIGN & RE-BRANDING
• LEAFLETS, FLYERS, POSTERS, BROCHURES
• BESPOKE GIFT POSTERS AND CARDS
• TYPESETTING
• WEB DESIGN
• DIGITAL & PRINTED ADVERTISING

Tel: 01279 758708
Mob: 07811 141275

f r i e n d l y, p rofe ss i o n a l d e s i g n s e r v i ce

Have a look at my online portfolio & contact me on:
www.annemwright.com | me@annemwright.com
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Nature Notes,

continued from page 16

advisable to email me to let me know you are coming so we don’t head off without
you, should you be a little late. I also plan on doing a second walk on Sunday 23rd
April, meeting at the same venue at 4.45am.
As we move into April it is likely that most of our summer visitors will be either arriving
to breed in Hadham, or pass through en route to places further north. Worth looking
out for house martins and swallows and listening for the 1st cuckoo of the year. As I
have done over the last few years, may I put out a request that any cuckoo sightings
or hearings are reported to me. This is a bird that appears to be becoming less
common, so all records are important. Thank you. Wheatears will be found on the golf
course towards the middle of April with perhaps, a ring ouzel. These are birds heading
for mountains and moorland and prefer to rest on higher ground. I have seen 2 ring
ouzels in the 10 years I have been noting all the natural history, one in a hedge at
the top of Chapel Lane and the other in willows near the 5th hole on Ash Valley Golf
Course, where the wheatears are annual.
Any interesting sightings of birds, butterflies, dragonflies, insects and plants are
always welcome, please do keep them coming to jforgham@hotmail.com or text/call
07805571551.

Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services

PACE ELECTRIC GATES

Office: 01279 771462
Mobile: 07990 770883
• Chimney sweeping
• Stove installation
• Maintenance & repairs
• Pots & cowls fitted
• Certificates issued
• Free estimates

1 The Fairway, Bush Fair, Harlow
Essex, CM18 6LY
 Specialists in design, manufacture and installation of
manual and automated gates. Gate Servicing.
 Including video intercom entry systems.
 Staircases, balustrades, balconies and railings.

bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk
richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk

 Builders Steelwork.

Free quotations with
no obligation
Tel: 01279 635525

email:sales@pacesheetmetal.co.uk

17

This Month at Scouts
Beavers Beavers are continuing the green cross code which forms part of the worlds
challenge badge and are also starting the faith badge. With the light increasing we have
planted some cress which they are very proud of.
Cubs The cubs have continued to grow in numbers up to 15 members. They have been
working on their skill and challenge awards and developing their team work. The cubs have the
opportunity this half term to work on individual choice badges more independently.

Scouts Scouts have finished working on the orienteering badge and other elements of map
work, interspersed with a few new games.
We are looking forward to the clocks changing so we can get outside. Planning for our first
camp of the year is finished and we will be attending the patrol activity weekend at Tolmers
camp , Cuffley in May.

3rd Thursday Lunch
Today (16th March) we decided that the donations we usually receive towards the cost of the
lunch would go to the Disasters Emergency Committee’s East Africa Crisis Appeal. Thanks to
all who donated we are able to send them £145.00. The Government will match this donation,
so the appeal will receive £290. Thank you one and all.

J. M arshall

Pest Solutions Ltd

For those looking for a Fast, Professional, Safe
Efficient more permanent Pest Solution
Rats and Mice, Moles, Wasps, Flies, Bed Bugs Etc
Locally based
Please call John on 07725 415826 or

01279 844956

Email: marshallj68@me.com
RSPH/BPCA Certified, NPTA member

LTH	
  Waste	
  Removal	
  
Your	
  local	
  service	
  	
  
provider	
  for	
  liquid	
  	
  
waste	
  removal:	
  
•	
  Cesspits	
  
•	
  Sep7c	
  tanks	
  
•	
  Klargesters	
  	
  
•Bio	
  disks	
  
Tel:
112
3062, 01371
Tel:	
  0800
01279	
  
504638	
  
	
  Fax:	
  0871871
1279	
  506433	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

18

Rural Ramblings				

Cherry Mardell

What does East Herts Council think they are doing? As permitted work begins for the more
than two thousand houses to be built on farmland near the out-of-town Tesco, and another
proposed ten thousand homes get the go-ahead at the back of Hunsdon (to be called Harlow
North), plus the countless other building sites in and around Stortford, what is Stortford going
to do? I think it will grind to an unhappy halt. And why agree to a new hotel slap bang in the
middle of town, when a car park is needed so much more? Cars will have absolutely no chance
of parking in existing car parks, commuters will be unable to park at the station (one car park
closes shortly and a new one doesn’t open until June at the earliest); shoppers will become
unhappy and will probably drive off to places like Harlow, where there is a greater chance of
being able to park and shop in comparative ease.
And the roads? As it is the dreaded A120 is at a stand-still from around 7am until around
10am and again in the afternoon from kids-come-home time till about 7pm. And that doesn’t
take into account anything going wrong with the M 11 or the M25, in which case the road
is jammed throughout the day. Add all the hundreds more cars which are going to be on the
roads when all these new homes get peopled – and we are going to have one huge, non-stop
traffic jam. You could say that if, like me, you are really concerned about Stortford’s future, then
you should contact the council and have your say… but, in all honesty, what good does it do?
East Herts seems hell bent on ruining our town!

continued on page 20

Frozen, oven ready

pheasants
£5 per brace

Home Farm, Little Hadham
01279 771223

Clocktower
APPLE Mac
Repairs
Service

inks

UPGRADES
data rescue

iphones

85a Bradford Street, Bocking CM7 9AU
01376 340579
www.clocktower.co.uk
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Rural Ramblings, continued from page19
I usually find myself, at this time of year, waxing lyrical about the birds and the bees, the
flowers and the fauna, and the joy of just being alive. But not this time! Because suddenly I am
beginning to feel really old. And I am not happy. It was OK until recently. Make-up is a great
healer and a good haircut does wonders for the confidence … but despite continuing to use
the former, and pay out for the latter, I still feel it’s a losing battle.
And the last straw was this week, following four days of hard slog working in London. My much
loved eight year old granddaughter came up close to me, and said, with sadness, “ I know
you’re still tired Nanny Cherry because of the big bags under your eyes!”

The Hundred Parishes		

Ken McDonald, Secretary

There has been recent mention in the press of police commissioners, funding and
crime rates. Within the Hundred Parishes are some interesting examples of early
methods of punishment and confinement. [Photos on front cover.]
Before the County Police Act of 1839, when local police stations started to be built,
temporary detention of villains, especially drunks, was the responsibility of the parish.
Lock ups, also known as cages, were often used and some fine examples still exist in
continued on page 22

The Costume
Workshop

Superb immaculate
2 bed house
2 bathrooms, shared
pool, roof sun terrace,
and mountain views.
Situated in a quiet road
in the beautiful unspoilt
area of San Juan de los
Terreros with its superb
beaches. Swimming
pool 50m, beach, shops
and restaurants just a 5
min walk away.
Murcia Airport 1 hr.10
mins drive. With low cost flights from Stansted
every day makes it an ideal destination for a short
break or a nice long holiday.
Prices from £195.00 per week in low season.
Tel Celia 01279 503250
Mob 07826292075 sales@flockoff.co.uk. www.
sanjuanvilla.com

costume hire

hand-made originals
for

Fancy Dress Parties
Amateur Dramatics
Pantomime
and specialising in

Period costumes for
adults and children to
wear on educational
trips and in history
lessons
open by arrangement
01279 771223, 07973 899497
Home Farm Chapel Lane Little Hadham
www.thecostumeworkshop.co.uk
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Vo lunteers needed t o l i s t en t o c h i l d ren rea d in lo c a l p r im a r y sc h o o ls

Can you spare an hour or two a week to listen to children read in a local primary school? Schoolreaders is looking for more volunteers in Hertfordshire and
Essex to carry out this important role.
Reading time for many children at home and at school is often insufficient
and one in four children are now leaving primary school unable to read to the
required standard. This can have a lifelong consequence. No qualifications are
necessary, just a good command of spoken and written English.
Schoolreaders is flexible and will match your availability to an appropriate, local school. Our volunteers find the scheme incredibly rewarding, knowing that
a few hours helping a child learn to read each week can have such a great
impact on their life chances. Please visit the website www.schoolreaders.org
to join or call 01234 924111 for further information.

Beauty Salon
www.touchofglamour.co.uk

A WIDE RANGE OF
TREATMENTS FOR BOTH
MEN & WOMEN
Elemis, Murad, CACI Ultimate,
O.P.I., Bare Minerals,
Shellac & St Tropez

•
•
•

LIGHT SUSSEX CHICKENS
PEKIN BANTAMS
MINIATURE SILKIES

Claudia Audley
07796 531071
info@burygreenpoultry.co.uk
The Bury, Bury Green
Little Hadham, Herts
SG11 2HE

38 High Street • Buntingford
Herts • SG9 9AQ
T: 01763 271122
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The Hundred Parishes, continued from page 20
our area.
St. George’s church in Anstey has a 15th century lychgate. In 1831 the left side was
bricked up and a studded door added so the structure could be used as the village
lock up. In the 18th century a lock up was incorporated into the ground floor of
Thaxted’s 15th-century Guildhall. Great Bardfield has a 19th century cage which is
open to the public in the summer months. Other lock ups can easily be found in Barley,
Buntingford and Great Chishill. Newport has a much larger 18th-century ‘house of
correction’ whose original purpose ceased in Victorian times.
A form of punishment which was ‘popular’ from medieval times was the use of stocks.
The purpose of this punishment was to subject the offender to humiliation. Stocks
were sited in public places where the ‘victims’ could be pelted with anything from mud
to rotten fruit. Ancient stocks can be seen in Great Amwell churchyard, outside Brent
Pelham church and also at Hellman’s Cross in Great Canfield. The latter is on the site
where Elizabeth Abbot was burnt as a witch in 1683.
All the features mentioned are protected as listed buildings and most are pictured on
the Hundred Parishes website www.hundredparishes.org.uk. I hope the website will
inspire you to explore our area.
DAVE BAKER
Stansted

LOCAL
PROFESSIONAL
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

FENCING-PAVING,
GUTTERING, SOFFITS & FASCIAS,
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
DECORATING,
LANDSCAPING,
PORTABLE BUILDINGS
(supplied and erected)
COMPLETE DOMESTIC &
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
& REPAIR SERVICE
FULLY INSURED
REFERENCES AVAILABLE
Tel: 01279 815552
Mob: 07875 486480
Email:
davebakerpropmaint@gmail.com

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
01279-776012
07971-786123

Hadham AGA Services Ltd
For all your AGA needs
36 years’ experience with a main agency
Contact Tony on
Tel: 07969 850758
Email: tony@hadhamagaservices.com
www.hadhamagaservices.com
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What’s happening at the Forge?
We are delighted to say the Museum opens again 1st April for the season and we look forward
to welcoming you to our new exhibition. We open every Friday – Sun including Bank Holidays.
The opening coincides with a free event called “Visit Herts” with a Herts Big Weekend, Sat 1st
and Sun 2nd April. This gives the chance to gain free entry into many Hertfordshire attractions.
We are offering 10 pairs of tickets on each day to this ballot scheme. Enjoy a free day out in
the county. Go to www.hertsbigweekend.co.uk to register and find out more.
“Hadham’s Blue Coat Boys” Exhibition, 1st April – 10th December 2017
Cristina and the team have been working hard to research and curate an exhibition to
celebrate the Voluntary Aid Detachment Hospital and the WW1 soldiers who convalesced
there. Over 900 soldiers were cared for at Woodham House by the 140 Red Cross staff and
local volunteers during the First World War. Through postcards, letters and guest book entries
many touching stories have come to light and our community today can be very proud of the
efforts made by villagers then. Come in and see us. www.hadhammuseum.org.uk

Down at the doctor’s				

Dr Paul Haimes

In early March we said goodbye to our longest serving member of staff, Mrs Glynis Walton.
She has retired, after 17years’ service, no doubt to indulge her passion for exotic holidays and
to spend more time with her family. Glynis was one of our unsung heroes working diligently in
the back room sorting out all the post; hospital letters, medical reports, insurance/legal inquiries
to name but a few. She saw off 3 practice managers, 2 partners and made a great cup of
tea! Her status as “Mother of the Health Centre” has been taken over by our next longest
employee BUT her role as best tea maker is up for grabs; good luck everyone!!
In February we employed a new receptionist, Georgie Arkell from Little Hadham. Her parents
run the Nag’s Head pub and, once Georgie settles in, I will be opening negotiations for generous
discounts for the Health Centre staff!
Poogate, mentioned in a previous magazine, seems to have stopped. However, it did give
us cause to investigate the CCTV issue which was mentioned by the CQC during our recent
inspection. Given that we are a dispensing practice it would please both our Health and Safety
advisors and Insurers if we installed CCTV, which we hope to do in the next 2-3 months; a
state of the times I’m afraid. We envisage having cameras covering the public areas; waiting
room, corridor, reception and dispensary hatch areas, as well as the car park. Obviously, the
confidentiality of the consulting rooms remains sacrosanct, as do the toilets!!
Happy Easter!
Post Script. We hope that our golf day will be a great success. It will,however, be an
excellent opportunity for Paul Haimes to display his true mettle!
We are holding a raffle during the evening entertainment. The Trust Fund would be most
grateful if anyone out there would be willing to donate a prize. These could be left at The
Health Centre Reception.
Thank you so much.(In anticipation!).			
Colin Brookbanks. (Chair J.M.T.F.).
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April diary for Little Hadham and Albury
(part of the Ash and Quin Valleys’ team incorporating
Much Hadham, Braughing, Furneux and Stocking Pelham.)

2 Sunday, 		
Lent 5
9.15am
Holy Communion, Much Hadham
11.15am		
Holy Communion, St Mary’s, Albury			
9 Sunday, 		
Palm Sunday
9.15am
Holy Communion, Much Hadham
11.15am
Holy Communion, St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham
16 Sunday, 		
Easter Day
9.15am		
Holy Communion, Much Hadham
11.15am		
Family Holy Communion, St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham
23 Sunday, 		
Easter 2
9.15am
Holy Communion, Much Hadham
11.15am
Holy Communion, St Mary’s, Albury
26 Wednesday,		
Mid Week Communion
10.00am		
Mid Week Communion, St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham
30 Sunday,		
Easter 3
11.15am,		
Benefice Holy Communion, St Mary’s, Albury
There is a service of Holy Communion every Wednesday at 10.30am at St Andrew’s
The Register: There have been no entries in the Register this month

Prayer Chain
Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive prayer requests.
Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will be forwarded to
the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a period of time.
All requests will be confidential.
Please ring anytime: Janet: 842671, Karin: 771532

Editor: Jan Finn, Jute House, 85a Bradford Street, Bocking Essex, CM7 9AU e-mails: htfp@ clocktower.co.uk

All articles for inclusion; sponsorship; and payment for advertising in the next issue
must be received by the18th of the month. (cheques payable to Little Hadham PCC)
Little Hadham Parish News is distributed free by St Cecilia’s church

