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Letter from the Rectory        Revd. Steve BateLetter from the Rectory        Revd. Steve Bate

Where did this last year go?
I’ve found myself saying this to people again and again whenever they say to me 
“Isn’t it a year since you came here?” They’re right – a whole year has gone by. 
It’s been such a fulfilling year that’s flown by and I thank God for calling me and 
Val here, to Albury, Little Hadham and Much Hadham.

A year on from my start at the end of September 2016 the season of autumn 
has come round again.  Right now we’re benefitting from the generosity of our neighbours as 
they share the fruit from their heavily laden trees and behind our house the harvest is over.  The 
period of growth is over, the harvest is gathered in.

The Old Testament book of Ecclesiastes puts it like this: “There is a time for planting and a 
time for uprooting.”  This passage begins with the words “There’s a time for everything, and a 
season for every activity under heaven.”  The seasons come and go, our circumstances change 
– sometimes happy, sometimes sad.  The events of our lives come and go with the passage of 
time, but Ecclesiastes also has this to say: “God has placed eternity in our hearts.”  We’re not 
ruled by the passage of time and the events that come and go but God has set eternity in our 
hearts.  We are people God created to experience eternity – something of the life of God at 
work within us right now in this life as well as beyond this life.  We can look back at what has 
gone before in the past and we can look forward to what is to come in the future, but now is 
the time when we can experience God at work – in the present.  The writer C.S. Lewis once 
said “The present is the point where time touches eternity,” in other words now is the time to 
experience God at work in our lives.  Whatever is happening, whether in the big events of our 
lives or in the small everyday matters, God longs to fill every part of our lives. 

At this time of year, I and a few others take a few days away catching up with each other 
during our hill walks and praying together at different times throughout the day.  Our prayer 
times are taken from Celtic daily prayer and we find this helps us to be present to God and to 
others when we return to our daily lives.  The Celtic Christians sought to experience God in the 
present moment.  They wanted to spend every moment of their lives being all out for God at 
all times.  They had prayers of blessing for all kinds of events – the major, significant events and 
the small things that might seem unimportant.  Nothing was too big or too small to be offered 
to God to be used by him in the present moment.  They would have blessings for beginnings 
and endings, blessings for travel, blessings for during an illness and much more.  They wanted to 
use every moment of their lives in thanksgiving for the love of God in Jesus Christ, they wanted 
to know more of his Holy Spirit’s presence with them and they wanted to play their part in 
God’s good purposes.  The time to experience God at work in our lives is now.  May we, too, 
use the time God has given us to play our part in his good purposes.

Every blessing,



33

Parish Council News 

Little Hadham & Albury Social Club

Next Parish Council meeting 
Tuesday 4th Oct 2017 at 8pm.  We use the 
main hall so there is plenty of space, and there 
is also a hearing loop installed for the hard of 
hearing.  Please come and let the Councillors 
know what you would like to see happen in our 
village, and listen to the work being carried out.  
Parish Clerk is contactable on 01279 842803 
or email clerklittlehadham@gmail.com.
Parish Council Website can be accessed via 
http://www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk.

Damage to the play park affecting safety
Due to the ongoing damage to the gates and 
the closing mechanisms which are there to 
help keep users of the park safe by preventing 
children accidently going in the road, the Parish 
Council are going to have to use the £2000 
grant from Tesco to pay for the replacement 
of the gates with more secure ones.  One of 
the options for consideration is to fence off the 
gate nearest to The Smithy which is constantly 
being damaged as later repairs to a fence will 
be far cheaper than repairing the gate again 
and again.  Also under consideration is a single 
point of entry via a new metal gate via the 
Village Hall Car Park entrance.  In addition, 
youths have also used a hacksaw and 
matches to destroy one of the picnic benches, 
and to break down the fence to the River Ash.  
If you have any other suggestions on how to 

improve the park, please come to the next 
Parish Council meeting.   

Planters on the C15
The Parish Council will be reviewing what to 
do with the four planters on the C15 between 
Ridgeway and The Smithy.  They have for some 
time been suffering the effects of vandalism 
and plant theft.  We are looking at several 
options which include volunteers to plant out 
and maintain the current two empty ones.  Or 
to re locate them to other parts of the Parish 
where local people can adopt them and look 
after them.  Another suggestion was to re 
locate all four to the water pump and bench 
outside the Nag’s Head where they can all 
be looked after together and create seasonal 
themes for the village.  Please forward any 
suggestions or come to the next meeting.

Superfast Broadband
This is still progressing with numerous new BT 
cabinets having been installed and starting 
to be connected up.  However, residents at 
Westland and Wellpond Green are still not yet 
included so some are meeting with our MP 
Oliver Heald on the 23rd Sept to discuss it 
and will report back on any progress.

Westland Green Thanks are sent to Mr 
Stigwood who has recently cut Westland Green.

Iris Dedman from Much Hadham gave the few of us that attended the September meeting 
a real treat; the life and work of Michael O’Connell the fabric artist was fantastic.  On Tuesday 
October 10th Wendy Emberson from Stort Physio is coming along to give a presentation in 
relation to her work.  Folks we really need good numbers to attend these events otherwise the 
continuation of our social club is under threat, so please come along and enjoy an interesting 
evening and catch up chat.  

        Thank you,  Carmela, Binnie & Sue
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Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
Thank you to everyone who helped make the Garden Club Show such a success.  We had a record 
number of entries, entrants and afternoon visitors, with lots of tea and cake consumed.

The Junior exhibits stole the show with their Miniature Gardens, Vegetable Characters, Shortbread and 
Photos. Winners included Gracie Ratnage, Carys Rees, Benjamin Burroughs and Lily Winter. Carys Rees 
won the Junior Shield with the most points in this section.

In the Flower section Anne Willett got the most points, having entered a wonderful assortment of flowers, 
and won the Tony Waugh Cup and Karin Green won the Best Flower exhibit with her mixed Seed 
Heads. The Vegetables were very good with Jon Fardell and his Tomatoes winning Best Vegetable entry 
and the Best exhibit in the Show.   Dennis Taylor came up trumps winning the longest Runner Bean, 
mixed Vegetable entry and the Taylor Cup, for the most points in the section, and novice entrant, Chloe 
Burroughs, took the cup for the Heaviest Marrow.

Gail Ellis won the Keatley Cup for the most points in the Fruit section with Carol Finlay  winning Best Fruit 
with her Raspberries.In the Domestic section Judith Crimes, with her Potato,Bacon and Cheese Scone, won 
the Mollie Gough cup for the best domestic entry and Gail Ellis the Housell Cup for the most points. In 
the men’s Class, this time cooking a Maderia cake,  Dave Willett scooped the cup, but congratulations go 
to Anne Willett for winning the Garden Club Shield with the most points overall.

If you want to join in next year, the schedule is released in March giving you lots of time to plan your 
entries.  The schedules will be found on the Little Hadham website, the Post Office,the Garden Club 
meetings or by email, register with Karin Green at gouldburn.green@outlook.com.

Congratulations to all who entered and remember you have to be in it to win it.
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WOOD 
BRIQUETTES 

      
High burn temperatures, 
Safe for wood burners, 
Very low ash content, 

Clean to handle 
 
£3 per bag collected from 

Furneux Pelham or  
£5 per bag free local 
delivery (min order 

vapplies)  
 

For more info please call  
01279 777666 or email 
janbor@btconnect.com  

 
All prices are inclusive of VAT 

charged at 5% 
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Brownies
The Brownies welcome some new faces this term and are currently a full pack with a waiting 
list.  The highlight of this term will be a sleepover at Cottered with other local Brownies, 
Rainbows and Guides with a theme of the Mad Hatter’s tea Party.  The girls are also busy 
preparing the Harvest window for the Church and putting on a show for the parents.  If you 
are interested in adding your daughter to our waiting list go to https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/
information-for-parents/register-your-daughter/

A CONCERT OF REMEMBRANCE 
Saturday 11 November in All Saints’ Church, Hockerill. 

The moving programme will include a full performance of “The Armed Man” by Karl Jenkins. 
Amici will be joined for this concert by a fabulous professional soloist, young singers from the 
local area including Summercroft Primary School and Dunmow St. Mary’s Primary School as 

well as a line up of amazing professional musicians!

It is going to be a very special evening and we would be very grateful for your help spreading 
the word so that we can raise the roof of All Saints’ Church and raise as much as possible for 

The Poppy Appeal.

Main dealer standards 
at independent rates.

Free local collection & delivery service
Free courtesy cars available

A J Dedman
Garage Services Ltd

Full vehicle services to manufacturer’s 
services schedules – your new car’s 
warranty is not affected
Lucas-trained engineers
Vehicle electrical problems solved
Petrol fuel injectors
Advanced diagnostic equipment
Air conditioning repair/service
Family businesses since 1972

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Unit 7,  twyFoRd BUSineSS CentRe 
BiShoP’S StoRtFoRd heRtS Cm23 3yt

Tel: 01279 758844  Fax: 01279 758849
dedmangarage@btconnect.com

All makes & models of vehicles 
MOT tested and serviced
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The Masters of Moor Place was the topic of Cristina 
Harrison’s recent talk.  Moor Place lands, once part of 
the Bishops of London ancient deer park, were occupied 
by the Moore family of Standon in the 15-16thC.  The 

Dalton family built a Mansion in the late 16thC, shown in contemporary engravings and named 
thereafter Moor Place.  Whilst the land remained the property of the Bishops of London, the 
house since had many occupiers.  These  included Sir Richard Atkins who kept an excellent 
table, despite spending most of his time in Surrey.  James Berners took possession in 1689 and 
bequeathed it to his son William, together with land in London and shares in the New River Co.  
William’s son, who inherited the property in 1712, conveyed it to James Gordon of Aberdeen in 
1749.  With no children, James left it in 1768 to his nephew James Brebner, who took the name 
Gordon in 1769.
A rich plantation and slave owner, James demolished the Tudor house, and between 1775-9, built 
the present house a little further West.  Its architect was Robert Mitchell, whose work is similar 
to that of Robert Adam.  James’ wife established the 1st school in Much Hadham in what is 
now Gaytons.  She was strict with the children, and was known as an interfering person, raking 
people’s fires at night and extinguishing their candles for economy. 

Moor Place was purchased in 1860 by Money Wigram, a wealthy ship owner and builder, who 
extended it to accomodate his 13 servants.  In 1865 he sold it to Mr F H Norman, who built an 
office block on the North side and his South wing in 1907 replaced the one built by Mr Wigram. 
The  Norman family held the property until recently and the house has undergone extensive 

	  

  

Wall and Floor Tiling Specialists 

We can tile any space and specialise in 
ceramic, porcelain, natural stone and 
mosaic tiles. We supply and fit or, if 
preferred, we offer a just fit  service. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us: 
 

01279 776 140 
07984 136 623 

www.connect-tiling.co.uk  

continued on next page
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Teddy Bears’ Picnic & Parachute jump

The Hadhams’ History Society, continued

The day was overcast and a bit windy, so picnics were eaten inside the church.  We were 
serenaded by the Bishop’s Stortford Woodwind Band  with appropriate Teddy Bear and flying 
music.  When the time came Adam Davey, Neil Faraday and Tom Gibson went up the Church 
Tower and the 40 brave bears, rabbits, owls and mice were hauled up in their own baskets, 
launched off the Tower and parachuted safely in the Church Grounds.  Only one bear landed 
in a tree, but Don Gibson with assistance managed to save him.  There was a First Aid station 
for any Bears requiring bandages or a plaster.  Each Bear was awarded a certificate for their 
brave performance.  Thank you to everyone who helped and  to all who came along.

refurbishment.  Cristina’s very comprehensive review was well attended and much appreciated 
by the audience.

Forthcoming Events
Wednesday, October 18 @ 8:00pm Little Hadham Village Hall.  The Green Tye & Perry Green 
WWI Centenary  Project. Jeremy Browne & Bill Bird
Wednesday, November 15 @ 8:00pm Little Hadham Village Hall.  The Buntingford Line – 
Part III,  Stephen Ruff. 
thehadhamshistorysociety.org.uk          Mike Clark 842131

CLOCKTOWER

Apple Mac sales
Repairs
Service

Data rescue
Upgrades

Jute house
85a Bradford Street
Bocking, Cm7 9AU

01376 340579
www.clocktower.co.uk
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Nature Notes: August / September 2017.          Jonathan Forgham

[From our Foreign Correspondent in Kefalonia.

A period of unsettled and cold weather meant a dramatic drop in 
insect observations, with cold night time temperatures leading to fewer 
moth species being recorded.

The highlight of the period (18th August -18th September) was 
discovering an immature Palmate newt in the moth trap on the 
morning of the 7th Sept – a new species for my parish records.  Several 
local walks have led to an increase in birds being recorded, but little 
of rarity value.  Swallows and house martins were observed on several 
evenings, migrating south along the Ash Valley.  On the 3rd Sept. a high of 54 house martins 
was recorded.  Also overhead before dusk are Lesser black backed gulls with a few herring 
gulls and black headed gulls mixed in with them.  On a good night, numbers are in excess of 
200.  A visit around Hadham Hall gave views of a nuthatch, tree creeper and a family group 
of goldcrests.

Butterflies continue to be seen throughout the parish, with red admirals, large, small and green 
veined whites visiting buddleia and speckled woods being noted in Millennium Wood.

Moth numbers continue to increase, with totals of over 9,000 moths being recorded this year, 
made up of 437 species. New for year species trapped recently have been: Ear moth, Feathered 

Little Hadham 
Primary School
‘Believing and Achieving’

Excellent opportunities for pupils 
aged 3-11 years.  

On-site care provision from 
7.45am to 6.30pm

Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

for more details
A ‘Good’ school where children 

flourish OFSTED 2014
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

continued on page 10
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Little Hadham Cricket Club    neil oxborrow

The third weekend of August saw Little Hadham entertain Little Hallingbury at Bury Green. 
Batting first Hadham scored 219 for the loss of 7 wickets with Sandeep Singh scoring 80, David 
Wheatley 49 and Arif Rubel 47.  In reply Hadham took quick wickets thanks to Arif Rubel (3 for 
16) and Andy Singh (3 for 37), to reduce the visitors to 82 for 6.  However, Hadham could only 
take two more wickets with the visitors hanging on for a draw finishing on 124 for 8.  The Sunday 
of the Bank Holiday weekend saw Knebworth Blues visit Bury Green. Hadham batted first but 
were all out for 144 with David Wheatley top scoring on 65.  In reply, the visitors cruised to victory 
losing just one wicket in the process this taken by David Barnes.

The following day saw Hadham travel to North Weald where batting first they amassed 211 for 
5 wickets with Syfal Islam scoring 97 and Neil Oxborrow 48.  In reply, the home side scored 181 
for 6 meaning the match ended in a draw with Paul Mason-Smith taking 2 wickets for 28 runs.

OCTOBER FIXTURE   Sunday 1st   Albury   Ron Oxborrow Cup   Home   12:30

Little Hadham Cricket Club has been playing cricket in the village for over 70 years but like 
many local organisations needs new members in order to continue for a further 70.  The club 
plays only friendly matches mainly on Sundays and welcomes players of all abilities and ages  
from 12 to 80+.  If you are interested in playing cricket, just watching or supporting us in some 
way then please contact either Ron Bunce on 01279 771641 or Alan South 01279 651603 
after 7pm please.

Hatfield Broad Oak          01279 718777          www.cammashall.co.uk

• Pick-your-own & freshly ready-picked produce

• Tea Barn - great coffee and homemade food

• Children’s Play Area

• Seasonal Farm Shop

• Nature Trail

• Maize Maze (end August to end October)

A great day out for all the family!

Open Tuesday 
to Sunday  and Bank Holidays

Strawberries • Gooseberries • Raspberries • Onions  
• Blackberries • Blackcurrants •  Sweetcorn • Cherries  

• Blueberries • Sunflowers • Pumpkins...  when in season
& other local produce including honey & jam from the farm 

Postcode for SatNav: CM22 7JT

The highest quality fresh produce  
in beautiful countryside surroundings

OPEN 

from
 5th

 May-
 

17th
 Decem

ber

all treework

hedges

stump removal

seasoned logs

wood chippings

kindling

free estimates

fully insured
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Nature Notes, continued from page 8

gothic (shown left) 
centre barred sallow 
and a new-for-parish 
record of a Clay triple 
lines. At the end of 
this reporting period 
Wendy and I took 
a trip to Kefalonia 
from where I am 
writing this piece.  
Very few birds to be 
found on the island, with less than 20 species seen so 
far.  However, overhead a regular stream of migrating 
alpine swifts and around our room in the hills above 

Skala, Scops owls calling, Sardinian warblers and a solitary white throated kingfisher, shown 
here.  With temperatures in the high 20s there are plenty of butterflies and dragonflies about.  
Clouded yellow, short tailed blues and Scarce swallowtail butterflies are seen regularly. 

Heading back home on the 24th ready to run another village moth night in Millennium Wood on 
Friday 29th Sept, all welcome to come along with lights on at 7pm. Bring torch and wellies advisable.

 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk

     
Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
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St Cecilia’s Day Concert
A date for your diary: 

Saturday 18th November 7.30pm 
at St Cecilia’s Church.

The renowned  De Merc Chamber Choir 
will be in concert performing

a selection of songs from Byrd to 
Britten and the Beatles. 

Entrance £10 per head( including 
refreshments) payable at the door, 

or if preferred, in advance
 to Frank Green Tel. 771532

MICK’S CARPENTRY 
& PLASTERING 

SERVICES
Clean & Reliable

All Plastering, Artexing, 
Coving & Rendering 

undertaken.  Also Doors, 
Locks, Laminate Flooring, 
Repairs & Refurbishments, 

Fencing & Decking.
Tel: 01279 758708

Mob: 07811 141275

Specialists in:
• Aeration
• Scarification
• Moss control
• Weed control
• Fertiliser application

Locally based just call, 
John on 07725415826

www.supalawns.com
info@supalawns.com
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Coming soon

12

LATE REMINDER:

September 29 Fri, Moth Night in Millennium 
Wood Lights on at 7pm.  All welcome to come 
along.  Bring torch and wellies advisable.

1 Sat, Isabel Hospice Service of Remembrance 
3pm at The Memorial Hall, Bishop’s Stortford 
College, 10 Maze Green, BS, CM23 2PJ, 
Everyone welcome. Come to this years’ service 
and join us for refreshments afterwards.  For 
more information, please contact Anita from 
our Family Support team on 01707 382500.

4 Tue, Parish Council, 8pm.  Please come and 
let the Councillors know what you would like 
to see happen in our village, and listen to the 
work being carried out.

8 Thur, Hadhams’ History Society, 8pm,: 
Little Hadham Village Hall.  “The Green Tye 
and Perry Green WW1 Centenary Project”  
by Jeremy Browne and William Bird.
10 Tue, LH & A Social Club, 8pm. Wendy 
Emberson from Stort Physio is coming to give 
a presentation in relation to her work. 
Everybody welcome; please come along.

17 Tue, LH & A Garden Club, 8pm, We have 
a talk on Basket-making. Doors open 7.45 
for 8pm. Everyone welcome. Members free, 
non-members £3. Refreshments included.

19 Thur, 3rd Thursday Lunch, 12.30 - 1.45pm, 
rear of Village Hall.  Please come and join us 
for soup and a roll, tea and coffee and much 

more.  No booking required and no set fee just 
a donation.  We would love to see you.

23 Mon, Christmas Fair, 10am-3.30pm, 
Fanhams Hall Hotel Ware. See p13.

26 Thur, Whist Drive, Drives commence 7:30pm. 
Costs £2 to play includes score card, tea and 
biscuits at interval.  Large raffle on night.  For 
info see our website www.whistdrive.org.uk.

28 Sat, Farmers’ Market, 8.30 - 11.30am.

28 Sat, Panto Group Quiz 7.30 for 8pm 
start  See poster on p13.

What’s on in October       in the Village hall unless otherwise stated

12

18 Nov,  St Cecilia’sDay Concert, 7.30pm at 
St Cecilia’s Church.  See page 23.
25 Nov, St. Elizabeth’s Christmas Bazaar, 
12-4pm.  See page 13.
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Charity Christmas Cards will be on sale at 
the United Reformed Church, Water Lane, 
Bishop’s Stortford for 7 weeks before 
Christmas, beginning on 25th October.  
The shop is manned totally by wonderful 
volunteers, either representing one of the 
25 charities we support, or just in their own 
right.  It’s only for a couple of hours, so if 
you would like to help (it’s more like joining 
a social club, than doing volunteer work!), 
please give me a call.  Everyone really 
enjoys it!!—you never know who will come 
into the shop next, and it’s a lovely chance 
for a good chat over a cup of (free) coffee, 
whilst doing something really worthwhile!!

Penny Taylor 
Tel:  844941 or 07719 589993

CARDS FOR GOOD CAUSES
Please Help?
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Pantomime Group Quiz
( Great success last Year )

28th Oct,  7.30 for 8 start
£10 per person

Cheese/paté platter with asst. 
breads supper

Bring your own glasses & drinks.

Raffle
Ring Eileen on 01279771426 or 
e-mail lhbooths@gmail.com

to book a table.

The British Red Cross Society, incorporated by Royal Charter 1908, is a charity registered in England and 
Wales (220949) , Scotland (SCO37738) and Isle of Man (0752) 

 

Christmas Fair 
at 

Fanhams Hall Hotel  
Ware, Hertfordshire, SG12 7PZ 

 

Monday 23 October 2017 
10am - 3.30pm 

 

Entrance £4.00 online* or £4.50 on the door 

Coffee, Bar and Light Lunches 

Free parking 

*Book tickets online at www.redcross.org.uk/hertschristmasfair 

For further details contact 01992 585969 



14141414

Little Hadham Farmers’ Market
As from 13th September 2017:  Nina Wardrop is taking over the running of the Little Hadham 
Farmers’ Market from its founders Brian & Brenda Kain.

The picturesque village of Little Hadham in East Hertfordshire has had a farmers’ market since 
2002 founded, organised and run by the Kains.  The Market takes place once a month at Little 
Hadham Village Hall, usually on the last Saturday of the month, from 8.30am until 11.30am.

Little Hadham Farmers’ Market promotes the best of local produce, and has a strong ethos of 
offering only items grown, bred, prepared or made by the stall holders as much as practically 
possible. The Little Hadham Farmers’ Market has around 25 regular stalls offering; fresh meat 
(Foxholes Farm, Hertford, Highbury Farm, Ardeley & Farrowby Farm, Hinxworth), vegetables (Mr 
Alan Wells of Bigglesswade), fruit (Craner Produce, Waltham Abbey, Guilden Apples, Royston), 
fish (Jon D’Arcy-Haldane), homemade foods (The Old Swan Tea Shop, Buntingford), bread 
(Fiona Meade, Bishop’s Stortford), cakes and pastries (Katy’s Kitchen, Chelmsford), cheeses, 
pickles and preserves (Adventures in Chutneyland, Great Parndon), honey, (Suncrest Honey, 
Bishop’s Stortford), coffee beans (Whitehouse Coffee, Manuden), garden plants, herbs, bespoke 
gift hampers, (The Green Hamper Co., Standon), and artisan crafts such as ceramics, jewellery, 
(Wired & Admired, Bishop’s Stortford) woodwork (Richard Kidger,...) aloe vera formulations 
(Forever Living, Bishop’s Stortford) and blacksmith work (Much Hadham Forge). 

Breakfasts, which range from bacon sandwiches to Full English Breakfasts, using produce from 
the stalls are hugely popular.  And these breakfasts can now be enjoyed with espresso coffees 
made from freshly ground beans from Whitehouse Coffee.

Tel: 01279 507956  Email: info@epicasia.co.uk
www.epicasia.co.uk

Tailor-made holidays for individuals, couples, families and small groups

Put the everyday to one side – it’s your  
  time to explore, dream and discover
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News from the Gardens of Easton Lodge Preservation Trust

Can it be the end of the season already? Hallowe’en is upon us and October 15th will be our 
last open day of 2017 and will showcase our pumpkins!
The pumpkins have taken over one end of the Walled Kitchen Garden and are swelling so 
should be a good weight for our traditional guess the weight of the pumpkin. Our Saturday 
volunteers have done us proud this year, also growing a range of vegetables, which we have 
been picking and selling at our open days.  And at our Apple Day we featured our herbs as 
well as our apples.
Children’s activities will be Halloweeny! We have croquet for those wanting to play – did you 
know that the game probably dates back to the early 17th Century? Samuel Johnson’s 1755 
dictionary referred to the game of “pall-mall” as “A play in which the ball is struck with a 
mallet through an iron ring”. Croquet then became fashionable and current rules were set in 
Victorian times, so we are still very much playing the game as the Countess of Warwick and 
her guests would have done on her lawn. 
The treehouse will of course be open and will provide a good vantage point for autumn colour 
in the lime wood. 
Gates will open from 11.30, with last entry 4.00pm, and there will be warming soup (should 
that be needed!), locally sourced bacon and cheese rolls and homemade cakes. For more 
information go to our website or facebook page, where you can see more about what our 
volunteers have managed to achieve recently.   

• LOGO DESIGN & RE-BRANDING

• LEAFLETS, FLYERS, POSTERS, BROCHURES

• PACKAGING DESIGN

• BESPOKE GIFT POSTERS AND CARDS

• TYPESETTING

• WEB DESIGN

• DIGITAL & PRINTED ADVERTISING

professional friendly local designer

Looking for a Graphic Designer? 
Contact me via my online portfolio: 

www.annemwright.com  

AW
ANNE WRIGHT GRAPHIC DESIGN
w w w . a n n e m w r i g h t . c o m

 
 

 
 
 

 
PACE ELECTRIC GATES 

 
 
 
 
 

    1 The Fairway, Bush Fair, Harlow 
             Essex, CM18 6LY 

 
 Specialists in design, manufacture and installation of 

manual and automated gates. Gate Servicing. 
 
 Including video intercom entry systems.  

 
 Staircases, balustrades, balconies and railings. 

 
 Builders Steelwork.  

 
    

Free quotations with            
no obligation 

 
 

Tel: 01279 635525 
email:sales@pacesheetmetal.co.uk 
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Rural Ramblings           Cherry mardell

Have you seen, via Facebook, that Bishop’s Stortford is to get a new local paper? And about 
time too!  As a former journalist I have despaired at how the Herts and Essex Observer has 
become less and less ‘local’.  Had I wanted to know what I could attend in Harlow during the 
next ten days, I would have bought a Harlow paper – not the paper designated to keep me 
up to speed in Stortford – yet eight of the ten happenings on offer are Harlow based!  And, 
sad though it may be, I’m not remotely interested in most of the ‘community news’ in places 
as far away as Old Stevenage, Cheshunt, Wormley or Dunmow – yet that is what is filling the 
newspaper‘s ‘local’ pages this week.  Perhaps what makes me even more angry are the 15 
pages of chat, none of which is local, more suited to a magazine than a local paper.

So a new paper, run by some of the ‘old timers’ from the better Observer days, can only be an 
improvement.  We shall see!

I, like most of you, now dread leaving the house to go into Stortford.  And if we get there in a 
reasonable time and manage to find a parking space, then chances are we will have to queue 
and queue to get home again.  We all thought the roads were dreadful because of holiday 
traffic – not so, they are just as bad, if not worse, now.  The motorways are the main reason, 
I fear, as accident after accident clogs up those roads and drivers are instructed to make a 
diversion – usually through Little Hadham!  Roll on next year, which, we are told, will see the 
start of the new bypass avoiding the Hadham traffic lights. We should live so long!

Elemis, Murad, CACI Ultimate, 
O.P.I., Bare Minerals, 
Shellac & St Tropez

A WIDE RANGE OF 
TREATMENTS FOR BOTH 

MEN & WOMEN

38 High Street • Buntingford 
Herts • SG9 9AQ
T: 01763 271122

www.touchofglamour.co.uk

Beauty Salon

LOCAL

PROFESSIONAL

CARPET  &  UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

01279-776012

07971-786123

Experienced Qualified BOOKKEEPER
Accounts to Trial Balance ready to 

present to your Accountant.
Monthly Management Accounts.

VAT Returns
SAGE Accounts, Payroll and QuickBooks

References available
Chris Stigwood 07814 096789
chrisstigwood@hotmail.com

continued on page 17
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Rural Ramblings, continued from page16

The Hundred Parishes      www.hundredparishes.org.uk

This is just a PS ( and looking towards the colder weather)…so many of you now boast wood 
burning fires, I wondered if  anyone would like a supply of very strong plastic bags, capable of 
holding a reasonably heavy load of logs from your store to your fireplace.  We receive our alpaca 
food in these bags and we now have around 50 of the bags looking for new homes. (They are 
both bigger and stronger than the bags you receive your coal in just a thought!  Just phone 
771283 and I’ll hold some for you.

Gilly B Interiors
Hand Made Curtains,Blinds 

& soft furnishings

Contact: Gilly - 07710146941
enquiries@interiorsbygillyb.com
www.interiorsbygillyb.com

We are in an age of texts and emails but I’m sure we all use the local post box from time 
to time.  What a lovely sight those bright red boxes are.  Britain’s first roadside pillar boxes 
were installed in 1852 in St Helier in the Channel Islands following a recommendation by 
Anthony Trollope, then clerk to the surveyor of the South West District of the Post Office.   Since 
then there have been many different styles. Wall boxes were introduced in 1857 and boxes 
attached to lamps in 1896 to serve more rural communities.

Queen Victoria was the first monarch to have her royal cipher, VR, displayed and each monarch 
since has had their own design.  Even during the brief reign of Edward VIII, 161 pillar boxes 
were cast.  Many are still in use but, as far as I’m aware, there are no ER VIII boxes in the 

Contact:  Gilly - 01279 776296 or 07710146941
Email : enquiries@interiorsbygillyb.com

www.interiorsbygillyb.com

Gilly B Interiors
*****Has Moved *****

Please come see us in our new showroom
Within 

Victorias Vintage
Join us on the 29th September for our official 

opening a glass of bubbly 
Unit 5E, Church End, Little Hadham
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The Hundred Parishes, continued from page 17 

2018 Community Calendars Now On Sale
The 2018 Community Calendar from Stop Stansted Expansion (SSE) calendar is now 
available by mail order and at outlets across the region.  A regular favourite, the calendar 
once again highlights many stunning locations in the shadow of Stansted Airport’s 
operations which would be impacted by expansion plans. Locations this year include: 

Ashdon, Berden, Bishop’s Stortford, Ickleton, Linton, Little Bardfield, Long Melford, Matching 

•	 LIGHT	SUSSEX	CHICKENS
•	 PEKIN	BANTAMS
•	 MINIATURE	SILKIES

Claudia	Audley
07796	531071

info@burygreenpoultry.co.uk
The	Bury,	Bury	Green
Little	Hadham,	Herts

SG11	2HE

Hadham AGA Services Ltd
For all your AGA needs

36 years’ experience with a main agency
Contact Tony on

Tel: 07969 850758
Email: tony@hadhamagaservices.com

www.hadhamagaservices.com

 
 
 
 
 
 

J.Marshall Pest Solutions Ltd 
 
For those looking for a Fast, Professional, Safe 
Efficient more permanent Pest Solution 
 
Rats and Mice, Moles, Wasps, Flies, Bed Bugs Etc 
Locally based 
Please call John on 07725 415826 or  
01279 844956 
Email: marshallj68@me.com 
RSPH/BPCA Certified, NPTA member  

Hundred Parishes.

At least fifteen VRs are still in service around the Hundred Parishes, all in our Essex parishes. 
As far as I know, we have no round, standalone Victorian pillar boxes.  All are wall boxes, built 
into a wall, including a tiny one at Roast Green, Clavering.

Following the 2012 Olympics, pillar boxes in the home towns and villages of gold medal 
winners were repainted in gold, the first occasion in modern times when the colour of a “live” 
box changed from the traditional red.  In Elsenham, an EIIR pillar box, dating from our present 
monarch, celebrates the show jumping gold medal won by Ben Maher. 

When you are out and about, I encourage you to see how many different types you can spot. 
And do leave feedback on our website if you find a VR or ER VIII that I was not aware of.

continued on next page
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2018 Community Calendars Now On Sale continued from p18

Your	  local	  service	  	  
provider	  for	  liquid	  	  
waste	  removal:	  
• 	  Cesspits	  
• 	  Sep7c	  tanks	  
• 	  Klargesters	  	  
• Bio	  disks	  

Tel:	  01279	  504638	  	  Fax:	  01279	  506433	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

LTH	  Waste	  Removal	  

Tel: 0800 112 3062,  01371 871871

We insure it.
You enjoy it.

Bespoke Adverts_A4.indd   1 16/08/2016   08:01

For more information on our Bespoke Insurance Collection, please 
pop into our Ware branch or call us now on 01920 469173 and we’ll 
put you in contact with your personal NFU Mutual Agent. 

 

Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in 
England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority 
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers.  
For security and training purposes, telephone calls may be recorded and monitored. 

         APPLE MAc    

REPAiRs                UPGRADEs

     sERvicE                 DAtA REscUE        

inks  iPhonEs

clocktower

85a Bradford Street, Bocking CM7 9AU

01376 340579

www.clocktower.co.uk

Green, Roydon, Saffron Walden, Waltham Abbey, Ware

The A3 format calendar makes an important contribution to SSE’s fundraising efforts, 
as well as raising and maintaining awareness of the special quality of the region.  Priced 
at just £7, it is available in fourteen outlets across Uttlesford and East Hertfordshire, as 
well as from SSE’s volunteer sales team.  In the meantime, mail order and gift copies 
(including for overseas addresses), as well as in-person collection, can be arranged by 
contacting SSE at info@stopstanstedexpansion.com or on 01279 870558.  See also www.
stopstanstedexpansion.com.

The outlets where calendars can be bought (from mid-September) include:

Bishop’s Stortford:  Barnes Flooring, 72 South Street.  Broxted:  S Perry, Chapel End Nursery.

Dunmow:  Cambridge Furniture & Willetts Newsagents.  Duton Hill:  The Three Horseshoes.

Elsenham:  Post Office.  Hatfield Broad Oak:  Broad Oak Stores.  Henham:  Village Store.  
Little Hallingbury:  Post Office.  Molehill Green:  SSE Office, Molehill Green Village Hall 
(Mondays 10am to 5pm).  Saffron Walden:  Tourist Information Centre & James Jewellers.  
Sawbridgeworth:  Nisa Local (formerly The Tuck Shop).  Stansted Mountfitchet:  Stansted 
Pharmacy at Castle Maltings & YZ Store/Post Office.  Takeley:  Takeley News.  Thaxted:  
Guildhall Stores.
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Anti-social behaviour

The Costume 
Workshop

costume hire

hand-made originals
for

Fancy Dress Parties
Amateur Dramatics

Pantomime
and specialising in

Period costumes for 
adults and children to 
wear on educational 
trips and in history 

lessons
open by arrangement

 01279 771223, 07973 899497
Home Farm Chapel Lane Little Hadham

www.thecostumeworkshop.co.uk

East Herts remains a safe place to live, visit and work, however, East Herts Community Safety 
Partnership* has recently received information to suggest that anti-social behaviour (ASB) is 
taking place in and around your local community.  
To enable us to take positive and robust action against individuals or groups responsible for ASB 
we do require evidence from the community that this type of behaviour is taking place, when 
and where it is happening and how it is affecting your quality of life.
For a number of reasons many people feel reluctant to report incidents, provide statements 
or attend Court.  However, complaints of ASB can be acted upon without the necessity of 
an individual attending court.  Hearsay evidence can be presented on behalf of residents, by 
members of the Partnership relaying facts they have been told.
In addition, some people are unsure on how they can report incidents.  You can do so in a 
variety of ways:
•  You can call the police non-emergency number - 101  This is charged at a local rate and 
operates 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Always dial 999 in an emergency.
•  You can keep a diary of events outlining the details of the incidents of ASB.  Diaries can be 
obtained through East Herts Council or your local neighbourhood police officers.
•  If you are a tenant of a housing association, or are having problems with a tenant, you can 
contact them as they have powers to tackle anti-social behaviour.
•  You can call the Anti-social Behaviour and Projects Officer at East Herts Council on 

•		Huge	choice	of	doors	worktops,	
appliances,	sinks	&	taps

•		Made	to	measure	custom-built		
doors	and	units

•		Save	£1000s	with	a	makeover

•		Installed	by	local	skilled	tradesman

EST.
1999

Visit	our	showroom:
Units	3	&	5,	Star	Street,	Ware,	
Hertfordshire,	SG12	7AA

sg@dreamdoors.co.uk
dreamdoors.co.uk

PLEASE	CALL:

01920 463302

Brighten up your kitchen
QUALITY 
KITCHEN 
FACELIFTS

®

Before

continued on next page
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Anti-social behaviour, continued from page 20

Down at the doctor’s    dr Paul haimes

Village IT Services 
Computer Support for the  
Communities of East Herts 
 
Local Friendly Service with  
15 + Yrs Experience 

 Fault Finding, Upgrades, Reinstallation & Rebuilds 
 E-mail, Internet & Broadband Solutions 
 Home, Small Business Wireless Networks & Storage 
 Virus /Spyware Protection & Removal &  
 Backup solutions and Data Recovery 
 Scanner, Printer & Digital Camera setup 
 Software & Hardware Advice 
 Windows, Internet, MS Office Tuition in the home 

Contact  John Felstead    Tel: 01279 841145 (preferred) 
 Mob: 07900 248284     e-mail: john@villageitservices.com  www.villageitservices.com 

RATES  
(No call out charge within 15 miles of Hunsdon) 

PRIVATE  Individuals:-  
1st Hour (or Part of) £35 then £17.50 per 1/2 Hour thereafter 

(£30 per hour Concession for recipients of State Pension) 
COMMERCIAL Businesses :-  
1st Hour (or Part of) £55 then £25.00 per 1/2 Hour thereafter 
Fixed Price options & Small Business or Homeworker support 
contracts available. Please contact me for further details. 

Tel: 01371 871871

01279 655261, ext 1423 (Monday – Friday) or report online at www.eastherts.gov.uk
•  You can call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111
•  By contacting your local neighbourhood police officers by email or phone.  
To find out who your contact is visit www.herts.police.uk or call 101.
All reports are treated confidentially.

This month I would like to bring to your attention a new NHS initiative (if that isn’t an oxymoron!)
Our Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG), along with others up and down the country, is 
currently undertaking a consultation with the public (you lot!) about a series of proposals to 
change NHS services. They are keen to get views about these proposals from as many local 
people as possible, and are asking for opinions on a number of topics, including:
•  Whether the local NHS should continue to pay for gluten free products on prescription
•  Whether the local NHS should continue to fund IVF and other specialist fertility services
•  Whether the local NHS should fund medicines or products for short-term illnesses that are 
available to buy without a prescription
•  Whether the local NHS should continue to fund female sterilisation operations
To have your say and view the proposals simply go to the following website; www.healthierfuture.
org.uk/NHSLetsTalk
Finally, Christmas is on its way and THE FLU JABS ARE IN!!!
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St. Cecilia’s Church
The present Church of St. Cecilia is a fine Grade 1 Listed Building and stands on the site of a 
much older one dating back to about 1200, although parts of Saxon stone coffins have been 
found.  The Tenant in Chief in 1086 was the Bishop of London but as no taxes were due to the 
Crown, it is not listed in the Domesday Book.

One of the Bauds, a Norman family who came over with the Conqueror, gave instruction in 
his will to be buried in ‘my parish Church of St. Cecilia, Little Hadham before her image there’.  
As this was before the Reformation it would account for there still being images in the Church.  

The Church Registers go back to 1560 and includes the names of several families still to be 
found in the district.  Perhaps the best example is that of the Gilletts and Bayfords.  In 1577 
Henry Gillett married Catherine Bayford in Little Hadham Church and the numerous Gilletts 
now in the Parish could all trace their descent back to that marriage.

The 12th century building has been much altered over the years: the tower and chancel were 
built during 14th century, a doorway and windows were re-built in the 15th century and the 
transept in the 16th by the Capel family.  Sadly, the chancel was remodelled at the request of 
Rev. Bury without the permission of the Vestry (our PCC) and much medieval work was lost.

Until 1957 the transept had a gallery but some wall paintings have survived.  Before the 
Church had an organ, the music was instrumental including three flutes and was probably 
played from the gallery where the children were obliged to sit.       To be continued … 

Bishop’s Stortford Town Twinning Association (BSTTA)
is seeking new members.

Our TTA was established in 1965 with Friedberg, 20 miles north of Frankfurt and 
Villiers sur Marne, 12 miles east of Paris and subsequently with Entroncamento in 
Portugal in 2014, 75miles north of Lisbon.  There are several joint functions during 
the year which  include a Family Weekend, a “Discovery Week” which is designed to 
inform, entertain and enable members to  get to know the country and each other.  
These events are hosted by each Association in turn and members usually stay with  
and become friends with members in the other countries.  There are also social events 
during the year for our local members.

If you are interested please visit our web site www.bstta.co.uk  or contact
Ian Burt  burt3oaklands@uwclub.net 



232323232323

Walking Your Dog in Public - Apology

Skye’s News

Folks, apologies I got this wrong, thus I retract the piece I wrote in September’s copy of the 
Parish News.  For current guidance please visit: www.gov.uk.         thank you, Carmela 

It’s official, the wheels on the bus do go round and round!  I was taking 
my humans for a walk along The Ford towards Chapel Lane on Tues 
12th Sept and teaching them the basics of how to be pulled along 
whilst I chase rabbits, pheasants and squirrels.  Then wow!  The ultimate 
chase toy appeared in front of me.  It was a massive wheel bouncing 
down Chapel Lane and across the road towards the river, followed 
shortly after by a bus.  I made sure my humans were careful with the 
traffic and went to see if I could help.  The rear wheel of the 386 bus 
had fallen off and could no longer continue its journey.  Luckily it missed any cars.  The driver 
made sure everyone got off safely and helped to herd them towards the A120 in a large group 
so they could catch another bus.  The good news is that the bus was mended and the wheels 
on the bus do go round and round again.       Skye.

Did you know that persistently shouting abuse or obscenities at passers-by 
is a breach of section 5 of the Public Order Act 1986 ?  Reports have 
surfaced that an individual has allegedly been swearing at drivers in Bury 
Green.  Please respect other responsible inhabitants of the community 
and keep your foul language under control when out in public.  
Thank you.                    
 [this writer wishes to remain anonymous.]

Prayer Chain
Within our congregations we have a network of people

 who will receive prayer requests.
Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, 

when received, will be forwarded to the people on the chain who will 
pray immediately for each request for a period of time. 

All requests will be confidential.
Please ring anytime:  Janet: 842671,  Karin: 771532



October diary for Little Hadham and Albury
St. Cecilia’s is always open for you to spend some quiet time

away from the noise and rush of today.  you will be warmly welcomed at our Services 
where refreshments are served afterwards.

Editor : Jan Finn, Jute House, 85a Bradford Street, Bocking Essex, CM7 9AU e-mails:  htfp@clocktower.co.uk
All articles for inclusion; sponsorship; and payment for advertising in the next issue

must be received by the18th of the month.  (cheques payable to Little Hadham PCC) 
Little hadham Parish news is distributed free by St Cecilia’s church

A time to give 
The YMCA in Bishop’s Stortford is part of a world-wide organisation with Christian principles 
which aims to give young people an opportunity to learn new skills and take part in 
charitable activities for the benefit of their communities.  The Hostel in Stortford provides a 
safe base for youngsters, some in difficulties and some just needing a place to stay.
The organisation is a charity and each year St. Cecilia’s Church collects food and dried goods to 
help the youngsters prepare their own meals. Please, can you help them by leaving in Church –

Tinned vegetables, soup, tuna, sardines, ham, rice, sugar, chutney. 
           loo paper, plus tissues, shampoo, cleaning materials etc.

Thank you very much!

1 Sunday,    Trinity 16
9.15am  Harvest Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15am  Harvest Communion at St. Mary’s,  Albury

8 Sunday,     Trinity 17
9.15am   Holy Communion at Much Hadham.
11.15am  Harvest Communion at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

15 Sunday,    Trinity 18
9.15am  Holy Communion at Much Hadham.
11.15am  Holy Communion at Albury.

22 Sunday,    Trinity 19
9.15am  Holy Communion at Much Hadham.
11.15am  Family Communion at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

25 Wednesday,  
10.00am  Midweek Holy Communion at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

29 Sunday,  Last Sunday in Trinity
11.15am  Holy Communion at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

A time to give 
Please don’t forget our appeal for Harvest Goods for the YMCA in Bishop’s Stortford.  Goods left 
in the Church will be securely locked away until the Service on Sunday, 8th October at 11.15am

We celebrated the marriage of Andrew McKenzie and Marion Gillingham on 
2nd September.at St Cecilia’s.Church, Little Hadham.


