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Letter from the Rectory		

Revd. Steve Bate

June begins with our church in the middle of a global wave of prayer. We’re
joining together with millions of others across the world and across Christian
denominations in a global prayer movement called ‘Thy Kingdom Come.’ The
Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, said “I cannot remember anything in
my life that I’ve been involved in where I have sensed so clearly the work of the
Spirit.” What are we praying for? That people may come to know Jesus Christ.
Christians across the world, like the first Christians in the book of Acts, are devoting themselves
to prayer between Ascension Day and Pentecost Sunday.
There’s an imaginary story of what it might have been like in heaven after Jesus had returned.
He was talking with the angels - still bearing the marks on his hands and feet showing all that
he had gone through at his crucifixion. Seeing this, one of the angels looked up at Jesus and
said: “Master, you must have suffered so terribly for those people on earth.” “Yes, I did,” replied
Jesus.“ And,” said the angel, “do they all realise how much you loved them and what you did for
them?” “No,” said Jesus, “Not yet - just a few of them around Jerusalem know.” The angel was
getting worried. “What have you done to let them all know about it?” he asked. Jesus replied
“I’ve asked Peter, James and John and a few others to make sure they tell others about me,
and those others to tell others and others – until the whole world knows how much I love them
and what I did for them.” The angel didn’t seem completely convinced that this was going to
work and asked “What if Peter, James and John and the others grow weary, they forget, or they
fail to tell anyone? Or what if years later, say in 2017, people just didn’t tell anyone else about
you? Don’t you have any other plans, just in case – like a Plan B?” Jesus simply replied “No - I
haven’t made any other plans, I’m counting on them!”
Whether or not that kind of conversation ever did take place in heaven, it’s true - Jesus was
counting on them, his first followers and he’s counting on his followers today. That’s why we’re
praying individually and together with others at this time. We’re praying that other people will
discover for themselves the love of God in Jesus Christ and that God the Holy Spirit will help us to
be effective in telling them of our own experience of that love. There’s a prayer for Thy Kingdom
Come that many of us will be praying together - and something I’ll be continuing to pray:
Almighty God, your ascended Son has sent us into the world to preach the good news of your
kingdom: inspire us with your Spirit and fill our hearts with the fire of your love, that all who
hear your Word may be drawn to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
J. M arshall

LOCAL
PROFESSIONAL
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

Pest Solutions Ltd

For those looking for a Fast, Professional, Safe
Efficient more permanent Pest Solution
Rats and Mice, Moles, Wasps, Flies, Bed Bugs Etc
Locally based
Please call John on 07725 415826 or

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
01279-776012
07971-786123

01279 844956

Email: marshallj68@me.com
RSPH/BPCA Certified, NPTA member
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Parish Council News
New Parish Councillor - NeilWardrop amended or removed now or to wait until the

Flood Alleviation Scheme has been tested to
review it. If you have a view on how this will
affect you, please either attend the meeting or
forward any comments to the Parish Clerk or
a Parish Councillor.
Playgrounds The Parish Council has
recently paid for the gates to the Playgrounds
to be repaired following recent damage in
order that children can continue to play safely.
Unfortunately the gate catches have been
deliberately broken off again and the Parish
Council will need to repair the gates again. Also,
flowers from the nearby planters on the road
had been taken and strewn around the play
equipment. The damage is having an impact
on the budget and it is unlikely that the repairs
can continue to be made if the damage will
be done almost straight away. Also there have
been reports of people taking their dogs into
the playground and concerns that they may
leave dog mess behind. This can be a danger
to children playing as it can contain the virus
toxicara that can cause blindness. The Police
and the Dog Warden have been made aware.
If users of the playground see people causing
damage please contact the Police on 101.
Aircraft noise There have been concerns
about the rising level of aircraft noise. If you are
affected please report it on the Stop Stansted
website http://stopstanstedexpansion.com/
noise_complaint_form.asp
Planters The Parish Council send their
thanks to the volunteers that are looking after
the planters make a wonderful decorative
display between the Village Hall and The
Smithy. Contributions of plants are always
welcome throughout the year. Anyone wishing
to donate plants can be put in touch with the
volunteers.

Having joined the Parish Council at the
last meeting I thought it would be good to
introduce myself. I live at the Ashe in Little
Hadham having moved to the parish from
Stanstead Abbotts with my wife and two
children in 2014. I love the open countryside
and heritage within the village, not to mention
the fantastic community spirit. My family and
I have enjoyed taking part in many of the
community events since moving here. I’m also
involved with the Neighbourhood Plan, which
has deepened my knowledge of the area’s
history and character. Joining the council is a
great opportunity to give something back and
I very much look forward to getting involved
in parish matters and contributing to the
development of the community.
Tree Survey The Parish Council has had a
safety assessment carried out upon all of the
trees in the Parish for which it is responsible.
We are now gathering quotes to enable any
safety works to be carried out. The details of
the assessment are available on website. If
you would like to help in any way with this
project please contact the Parish Clerk.

Flooding and Housing Development
Currently the Parish Council has a blanket
objection to any development on the flood
plain, or near to the flood plain whereby water
run off may affect the current 93 homes and
Village Hall previously flooded and still at risk
of flood. The original intention was for the
objection to remain in force until the Flood
Alleviation Scheme has been installed and
tested so that the Environment Agency can
re confirm any amendments to the Flood
Zones based on realtime data. The Parish
Council have been asked to discuss whether
this blanket objection should remain, be
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Parish Council News continued from page 3
Next Parish Council meeting will be at the Village Hall on Tuesday 6th June 2017
at 8pm. We use the main hall so there is plenty of space, and there is also a hearing loop
installed for the hard of hearing. Please come and let the Councillors know what you would
like to see happen in our village, and listen to the work being carried out.
Parish Clerk is contactable on 01279 842803 or email clerklittlehadham@gmail.com Parish
Council Website can be accessed via http://www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk

Please vote for our playgrounds
The Parish Council applied for a grant to replace some of the gates on the play areas as they
are aged and require significant repair to ensure the security and safety of the children using
the areas. Sadly budget cuts mean the council cannot afford to fully renew them from our own
funds but this grant funding may make it possible if any locals using the Tesco stores detailed
below could help. By voting for the improvements to these community assets we stand more
chance of getting full funding for the works.
The stores where it is possible to vote are listed below:
• BISHOP’S STORTFORD, CM23 4DD
• BISHOP’S STORTFORD EXP, CM23 3PD
• SOUTH ST BSTORTFD EXP, CM23 3AZ
• STANSTED EXPRESS, CM24 8DJ
To check the location of any of the above stores, please go to the tesco website here:
http://www.tesco.com/store-locator/uk/

MICK’S CARPENTRY
& PLASTERING
SERVICES

AW

Clean & Reliable

ANNE WRIGHT GRAPHIC DESIGN
w

All Plastering, Artexing,
Coving & Rendering
undertaken. Also Doors,
Locks, Laminate Flooring,
Repairs & Refurbishments,
Fencing & Decking.
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• LOGO DESIGN & RE-BRANDING
• LEAFLETS, FLYERS, POSTERS, BROCHURES
• BESPOKE GIFT POSTERS AND CARDS
• TYPESETTING
• WEB DESIGN
• DIGITAL & PRINTED ADVERTISING

Tel: 01279 758708
Mob: 07811 141275

f r i e n d l y, p rofe ss i o n a l d e s i g n s e r v i ce

Have a look at my online portfolio & contact me on:
www.annemwright.com | me@annemwright.com
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Down at the doctor’s				

Dr Paul Haimes

I am very pleased to announce that our Patient Participation Group was actively involved
in Dementia awareness week in mid-May . They held a session in the waiting room during
the morning of 19th May to inform people on how they could become a Dementia Friend
and help make Much Hadham a Dementia Friendly Village. Many thanks to those who
participated with infectious enthusiasm for such an important cause.
Thanks also to the Jack May Trustees who approved purchase of a new ECG machine for
the surgery and a replacement ceiling mounted lamp in the treatment room, to a total
of £2500. This will be of great benefit to patients (it always helps to be able to see when
performing minor surgery!) and are good examples of how donations received are spent
on your behalf.
You will all be relieved to hear that we were not directly affected by the NHS cyber-attack
on 12th May, although our computer links with Princess Alexandra Hospital laboratory
and X-ray services were hampered for that Friday afternoon.
Finally, a reminder to all 40-74 year olds that you are entitled to a free NHS health check.
This does not apply to anyone with on-going medical conditions, such as heart disease or
diabetes, or to those who have had a check in the last 5 years. Our computer tells us that
there are 1400 of you out there so if you’re interested then check the link on our website
or just ring..

The Costume
Workshop

Put the everyday to one side – it’s your
time to explore, dream and discover

costume hire

hand-made originals
for

Fancy Dress Parties
Amateur Dramatics
Pantomime
and specialising in

Period costumes for
adults and children to
wear on educational
trips and in history
lessons
open by arrangement
Tailor-made holidays for individuals, couples, families and small groups
Tel: 01279 507956 Email: info@epicasia.co.uk

www.epicasia.co.uk
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01279 771223, 07973 899497
Home Farm Chapel Lane Little Hadham
www.thecostumeworkshop.co.uk

A120 Bypass (Little Hadham) and Flood Alleviation Scheme update
Planning Permission for the scheme achieved
In December 2016 the Development Control
Committee voted unanimously to recommend
approval of the planning application for the
A120 Bypass (Little Hadham) and Flood
Alleviation Scheme. As the eastern end of the
scheme is located partially within the Green
Belt it had to be referred to the Government,
who then had three weeks in which they could
‘call in’ the application for further scrutiny.
In January we received confirmation that
the Government did not want to call in the
application, and a formal planning decision
notice was issued on the 19 January, officially
granting permission for the scheme. Next
Steps for the scheme:
Planning Conditions. The project team are
currently working through the 45 planning
conditions attached to the permission. These
conditions cover a variety of subjects. Many
require the scheme to be built in line with
the details provided as part of the original
application; while others ask for detailed
information to be submitted related to specific

parts of the design, or specifics relating to
proposed mitigation measures.
Where conditions relate to the final design of the
scheme, they will be discharged over the next
year. Where conditions relate to construction
practices they will be discharged by the
construction contractor, once they are appointed.
Getting the land. Hertfordshire County Council
and the Environment Agency continue to
have productive discussions with affected
landowners, with a view to acquiring the
land needed for the scheme by agreement.
However, we will also publish draft Compulsory
Purchase Orders in the coming month.
Selecting a contractor to build the scheme.
We hope to launch the tender to find a
construction contractor in the summer and
expect to appoint someone in early in 2018.
Construction. The construction of the scheme is
expected to start in 2018 and complete in 2020.
Some early works are planned to take place
throughout 2017, including early environmental
mitigation and utility diversion works.

40
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Nature Notes: April - May 2017.

Jonathan Forgham

Well, at last some rain as I write on 19th May. Two successive days of steady rain have
brought everything to life after an amazingly long dry spell. Plants that were struggling are now
blooming whilst insects have suddenly appeared in good numbers.
A month of many new sightings, in the parish, North Norfolk and The Camargue, so much to report.
The month began with several local walks where my first cuckoo was heard on the 2nd May
near Ash Valley Golf Course. A cuckoo has also been heard between 11th and 17th May to
the south of the parish, I suspect the same individual. Thanks to all who texted, phoned or
emailed me about this bird. So far, only one I have encountered locally. Another bird of note
that locals may come across and be somewhat puzzled by is an escapee, possibly from a
falconry show. If you see a ruddy brown, large (buzzard sized) bird
of prey with an obvious white rump it will be the local harris hawk. I
noted it from distance whilst walking on the golf course one morning
but a phone call from Neale Hider informed me that he got good
views of it feeding on a rodent near Bridgefoot Farm. Well worth
keeping an eye open for.
Two trips to Norfolk (28th April and 5th May,) were good for catching
up with some migrant birds such as sedge warblers, reed warblers,
wheatears (one to the left) and a good selection of waders. Lovely
to walk around the North Norfolk coast on a peaceful, warm morning with just the birds for
company. I also came across a fly species (Mesembrina meridian). In Herts this is a rare fly as
I recorded 3 late last year, first Herts records for 25 years so I duly sent details to the Norfolk
continued on page 11

Specialists in:
• Aeration
• Scarification
• Moss control
• Weed control
• Fertiliser application
•
•
•

Locally based just call,
John on 07725415826

LIGHT SUSSEX CHICKENS
PEKIN BANTAMS
MINIATURE SILKIES

Claudia Audley
07796 531071
info@burygreenpoultry.co.uk
The Bury, Bury Green
Little Hadham, Herts
SG11 2HE

www.supalawns.com
info@supalawns.com
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Much Hadham Tennis Club 2017 Season
Come and join our friendly club at Much Hadham sports ground. We would be delighted to
welcome new members - try us out on Club nights for mixed play on Wednesdays from 7pm,
men’s nights on Tuesdays from 8pm or ladies’ mornings on Fridays from 9.15am.
Sunday 9th July 2017 from 10am: Open morning (adults and juniors) followed by BBQ
(newcomers welcome)
Membership for juniors under the age of 18 and students in full time education £15 per year.
Contact Sally Barra on 07981 833179 / barratribe@yahoo.co.uk or Justin Akester on 07870
688719 / justinakester@hotmail.com
Summer Holidays
During school summer hols the courts will be open for an hour at the following times for under
16s to come and play for free (open to members and non-members of all standards):
Tuesday 25th July: 3pm - 4pm (for 4-7 year olds) and 4pm – 5pm (for 8+)
Thursday 27th July: 3pm - 4pm (for 4-7 year olds) and 4pm – 5pm (for 8+)
Monday 7th August: 10am - 11am (for 4-7 year olds) and 11am - 12 noon (for 8+)
Wednesday 16th August: 10am - 11am (for 4-7 year olds) and 11am – 12 noon (for 8+)
Rackets and balls provided and an LTA coach on hand to offer help and advice.

Superb immaculate
2 bed house
2 bathrooms, shared
pool, roof sun terrace,
and mountain views.
Situated in a quiet road
in the beautiful unspoilt
area of San Juan de los
Terreros with its superb
beaches. Swimming
pool 50m, beach, shops
and restaurants just a 5
min walk away.
Murcia Airport 1 hr.10
mins drive. With low cost flights from Stansted
every day makes it an ideal destination for a short
break or a nice long holiday.
Prices from £195.00 per week in low season.
Tel Celia 01279 503250
Mob 07826292075 sales@flockoff.co.uk. www.
sanjuanvilla.com

Hadham AGA Services Ltd
For all your AGA needs
36 years’ experience with a main agency
Contact Tony on
Tel: 07969 850758
Email: tony@hadhamagaservices.com
www.hadhamagaservices.com

LTH	
  Waste	
  Removal	
  
Your	
  local	
  service	
  	
  
provider	
  for	
  liquid	
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  removal:	
  
•	
  Cesspits	
  
•	
  Sep7c	
  tanks	
  
•	
  Klargesters	
  	
  
•Bio	
  disks	
  
Tel:
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3062, 01371
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01279	
  
504638	
  
	
  Fax:	
  0871871
1279	
  506433	
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Little Hadham & Albury Social Club
Lieutenant Megan Lowe came along to give a fantastic talk on the work of The Salvation Army.
I for one was truly humbled by this young woman’s commitment to her work; she is devoted to
Sally Army work 24 hours a day most days of the year....what dedication! Did you know that
out of every £1 you give to the Sally Army 92p goes directly to the cause? Food for thought.
On Tuesday 13 June we are off for a stroll through Balls Wood, Ware. Do join us, we are
meeting at the Village Hall car park at 6.15 for a 6.30pm departure and we shall share cars
for the journey. On Tuesday 11 July we shall hold our Social Club Summer Supper - everyone
is welcome BUT please get in touch by 30 June to reserve your meal - 01279 898591/
cam2403@hotmail.co.uk. Thank you everyone for your continued support - our Social Club can
only survive if we all pull together.... Your company is very much appreciated.

Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
What a success our Plant sale and Coffee morning was last month. Thank you to all who
helped set up ,sell and clear up, bought plants along to sell , made cakes and of course to all
of you who actually paid money for plants. To date we have made a record £680.
We have no meeting in June but don’t forget our outing to Wickham Place Farm Garden on
Friday 9th June. The cost is £5 and we meet in the Village Hall car park at 9.05 to get there
for 10.00. Please contact Karin, 771532, if you would like to come.
Don’t forget the Autumn Show on Sunday 3rd September, get your schedules from Little
Hadham Post Office , Karin 771532 or Gail 771244.
DAVE BAKER
Stansted

FENCING-PAVING,
GUTTERING, SOFFITS & FASCIAS,
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
DECORATING,
LANDSCAPING,
PORTABLE BUILDINGS
(supplied and erected)
COMPLETE DOMESTIC &
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
& REPAIR SERVICE
FULLY INSURED
REFERENCES AVAILABLE
Tel: 01279 815552
Mob: 07875 486480
Email:
davebakerpropmaint@gmail.com

Beauty Salon
www.touchofglamour.co.uk

A WIDE RANGE OF
TREATMENTS FOR BOTH
MEN & WOMEN
Elemis, Murad, CACI Ultimate,
O.P.I., Bare Minerals,
Shellac & St Tropez
38 High Street • Buntingford
Herts • SG9 9AQ
T: 01763 271122
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Little Hadham School
Believing and Achieving

Kingswood ‘Fever’ is in the air as our Year 5/6 pupils look forward to their residential school
journey later this month. Once again, we will be enjoying the sea air near Cromer, Norfolk, as
we prepare for some really energetic days caving, climbing, archery, swimming etc. I am hoping
that all that exercise and fresh air will really make them sleepy! Alongside our K’Nex Challenge
Day and School Sports Day, it is going to be another busy month!
We are really pleased to welcome local residents, David Ratnage and David Willett, onto our
Governing Body and we hope they soon feel part of our ‘Team’.
Our FRIENDS Association are busily preparing for our annual Summer Fayre on Sunday 2nd
July from 1pm to 4pm, where there will be lots of attractions, so please do put the date in your
diary! Thank you for your continued support.			
Liz Stockley, Headteacher

Brookfest - a New Music Festival, 8th July
BROOKFEST is a new, annual, Family Music Festival at Brook Cottage Farm in Furneux
Pelham. It will take place on Saturday 8th July 2017, from 2pm to 10.30pm. All proceeds
will go to the Riding for the Disabled Association (RDA).
Confirmed bands include: Tom Braggins, The 7Ts, The Fog, Jack the Lad, Papa Shango, Jargon
Lynch, Goat Patrol and Blues Inc. There will be a variety of wonderful food available:

continued on page 19

Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services

PACE ELECTRIC GATES

Office: 01279 771462
Mobile: 07990 770883
• Chimney sweeping
• Stove installation
• Maintenance & repairs
• Pots & cowls fitted
• Certificates issued
• Free estimates

1 The Fairway, Bush Fair, Harlow
Essex, CM18 6LY
 Specialists in design, manufacture and installation of
manual and automated gates. Gate Servicing.
 Including video intercom entry systems.
 Staircases, balustrades, balconies and railings.

bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk
richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk

 Builders Steelwork.

Free quotations with
no obligation
Tel: 01279 635525

email:sales@pacesheetmetal.co.uk
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Nature Notes,

continued from page 7

Diptera recorder, who informed me that it had not been recorded at the specific site I observed
it at, but it was a common fly for the county. Back home, the mothing was dire throughout the
2nd half of April and up to mid May. Night time temperatures and a bright moon convinced
the locals is was not worth flying. This changed abruptly on the night of the 16th May when
the temperature didn’t fall below 16ºC all night. I set a trap in Stocking Wood and wandered
around until gone midnight netting moths that came
to the bright headtorch. In all, I recorded 97 moths of
18 species, including one new species for my parish
records, a Sallow kitten, shown here. The moth totals
for the year now stand at737 moths of 96 species, far
more than this time last year.
A 5 day jaunt to The Camargue (8th – 12th May) found me recording 94 species of birds in
one of my favourite birding sites in the world. This time I had a hire car so was able to access
areas not previously visited, such as the fantastic hilltop village of Les Baux in The Alpilles where,
serins, alpine swifts, black kites, black redstarts and common redstarts abounded. Unfortunately,
on the last full day the weather was poor, with a howling gale and plenty of rain that meant
very few birds were seen as they all kept their heads down. On the first three days, the temps
were hovering around 24ºC and so birds, butterflies and some early dragonflies were seen.
continued on page 18

Little Hadham
Primary School
‘Believing and Achieving’

Excellent opportunities for pupils
aged 3-11 years.
On-site care provision from
7.45am to 6.30pm
Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk
for more details
A ‘Good’ school where children
flourish OFSTED 2014
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk
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What’s on in June

in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated

There is no Garden Club in June.
6 Tue, Parish Council, 8pm. Please come and
let the Councillors know what you would like
to see happen in our village, and listen to the
work being carried out.
9 Fri, Garden Club Outing to Wickham Place
Farm. Cost £5. Meet in the Village Hall car
park at 9.05 to get there for 10am.
Please contact Karin, 771532, if you would
like to come.
10 Sat, Open Gardens, Standon 11am - 6pm
Mostly in the High Street, but you can walk
across the fields to Standon Lordship and try
your hand at Croquet on the lawn. Big Band
Music, Plant sales, teas and lunches provided.
Proceeds to Friends of Standon Church and
British Red Cross. £7.50/adult, accompanied
children free. Tickets available on the day from
the Village Green, or contact the organisers: on
01920 821691, dianamdale@hotmail.com
Directions: Take the A10 junction with the
A120 following the signs to Stansted Airport.
The High Street is the second road on the
right from this junction.
13 Tue, LH & A Social Club 6.15. We are off
for a stroll through Balls Wood, Ware. Do join
us, we are meeting at the Village Hall car park
for a 6.30pm departure and we shall share
cars for the journey – please arrive at the car
park for 6.15pm
15 Thur, Beat the Bounds Walk. Meet at
Costa Coffee in Tesco’s at 8.30am for an
all day (or part day) walk around the entire
parish boundary.
15 Thur, 3rd Thursday Coffee Morning,
12.30 - 1.45pm, rear of Village Hall. Come
along and enjoy great company plus soup
and bread, Carmela’s Italian surprise,cheese,
biscuits (chocolate and savoury) tea and
coffee. No need to book and no set fee, just

donations.We look forward to seeing you.
21 Wed, Hadhams’ History Society. Visit to
Ware Priory, arranged by David Perman as a
follow-up to his May presentation. Meet at
7pm at Ware Priory.
24 Sat, Farmers’ Market, 8.30 - 11.30am.
25 Sun, Millennium Wood Bio Blitz Day,
11am in the Wood. Bring a picnic.
25 Sun, Gardens of Easton Lodge Open Day,
with performances by the Dunmow Rock choir.
28 Thur, Whist Drive, If you would like to
learn to play whist contact Mrs Ross Barron
on 771694.
30 Fri, RSPB Broxbourne local Nature
Ramble. All welcome. Contact jforgham@
hotmail.com or 07805571551 if you’d like
to join us.

Coming soon
July 2 School Fayre, 1-4pm. See p 10.
July 8 Charity Golf Day, see p 20.
July 8 Brookfest, new annual family Music
Festival in Furneux Pelham.Tickets from: https://
www.facebook.com/BrookFestBarnParty/ or
email: brookfestbrookcottagefarmridingschool.
co.uk, or in person from: Brook Cottage Farm
SG9 OLL
July 11 Social Club Summer Supper. See p9.
July 17 Miss Pye and Mr Barber – Well
known Stortfordians – by Helen Gibson,
acknowledged expert on the history of
Bishop’s Stortford. 8:pm, Green Room, Much
Hadham Village Hall.
Sept 3 Garden Club Autumn Show. Get your
schedules from Little Hadham Post Office,
Karin 771532, or Gail 771244.
Sept 10 Teddy Bears’ Picnic & Parachute
Jump from St Cecilia’s church.
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NOTICEBOARD

Little Hadham Cricket Club

is looking for new players to join the
team. The club plays Sunday friendly
home matches at Bury Green and
away at local villages and would
welcome individuals of all abilities
from the age of 12 upwards. If you
are interested please call either Ron
Bunce on 01279 771641 or David
Wheatley on 07915 993397
13

Would your Teddy Bear like to
make a parachute jump?
Put Sunday 10th September in
your diary and watch this space for
further details next month.

Millennium Wood Update		

Jonathan Forgham

Millennium Wood is now looking marvellous with blossom just finishing on the hawthorn whilst
the spindle blossom is just about to emerge. The areas we planned for grass are coming along
fine and the birds and butterflies are well into their annual cycle. All in all a wonderful habitat.
Willow warblers, chiffchaffs and bullfinches can be heard, with the former now continuing its
migration further north whilst the other two are now breeding within the wood.
On Sunday 14th May 10 adults and 10 enthusiastic children met for a Big Bug Hunt. In total
we found over 40 species of insect, heard or saw plenty of bird species including whitethroat
and blackcap and trapped many bugs and beetles. However, the undoubted highlight was
when we set off to search under log piles that had been created 2 years ago. Firstly a large
Violet Ground Beetle was caught and then, surprise, surprise, not 1 but 3 great crested newts!
Well done to Lloyd Watson from Bury Green for this fantasic find. Certainly a first for the
wood. After a few photos were taken, we placed them back where we had found them and
they soon disappeared out of sight under their log. This find required paperwork with Herts
and Middlesex Wildlife Trust, Natural England and The Amphibian and Reptile Society requiring
details. Once the future of the wood is secure, the presence of these creatures may well
mean a few handy grants may well be available to continue our enhancement of the habitat.
Most pleasingly, the newts were discovered in the area we improved back in the winter of
2015, where we removed trees to encourage grass areas and piled logs for insects, reptile and
amphibian hibernating places. Well worth the effort.
The next event is our now annual Bio Blitz day where we record everything we find in the
wood. Meet at 11am in the wood for several hours of searching and noting down everything.
Date: Sunday 25th June. Do let me know if you plan to come along and perhaps bring a picnic.
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Rural Ramblings				

Cherry Mardell

We are always being told not to stand in the way of progress. However, having watched
Barclays Bank in Stortford, close for a month, only to re-open in its new, progressive form – I fear
for some forms of progress. Previously, like most local banks, well over 60 % of the Barclay’s
customers went to one of a band of tellers to conduct their business. No longer. Now just one
(or if you are lucky, two) tellers exist, alongside a bank of machines. Still, after two months or
more, it seems that the average customer doesn’t understand how these machines work. So
one,(or if you are lucky, two) harassed employees rush up and down, sorting out problems
and explaining how to work said machines. Meantime, the poor, sole teller has a queue, often
six deep, of people who don’t or won’t deal with the machines. Then there is another, former
teller, who asks people for their reason for visiting the bank that day, and pointing them in the
right direction. That’s three people, who well might have been (in a previous, non-progressive
life,) happy tellers ready to have face-to-face encounters with their public. I may be old and
set in my ways, but if this is progress, God help us!
It is now mid-May and, as I write this, the heavens have opened and broken our long drought.
We now have our swallows back, our house martins have arrived and the doves are well into
their second hatch of young (the first one was killed and consumed, leaving just a pile of
feathers, by a sparrow hawk now seen too frequently hereabouts). We have pigeons nesting in
the hedge alongside a blackbird which has already reared one youngster and is back on the
nest with brood number two. In other words, spring has sprung, and it is times like these that
make living in England, with all its quirky ways, a pure joy!
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Carpentry Services
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A great day out for all the family!

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling
Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves
Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance
22 Years’ Carpentry experience

• Pick-your-own & freshly ready-picked produce
• Tea Barn - great coffee and homemade food
• Children’s Play Area

Open Tuesday
to Sunday
and Bank Holidays

• Seasonal Farm Shop
• Nature Trail
• Maize Maze (end August to end October)

Strawberries • Gooseberries • Raspberries • Onions
• Blackberries • Blackcurrants • Sweetcorn • Cherries
• Blueberries • Sunflowers • Pumpkins... when in season

& other local produce including honey & jam from the farm
The highest quality fresh produce
in beautiful countryside surroundings
Hatfield Broad Oak

01279 718777

www.cammashall.co.uk

Postcode for SatNav: CM22 7JT

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices
@hotmail.co.uk
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Little Hadham Cricket Club 			

Neil Oxborrow

Little Hadham Cricket Club started June fixtures
the new season on the May Day Sunday 4th
Stocking Pelham Away
2.00
Bank Holiday Monday with a home Sunday 11th Stansted Hall
Home
2.00
match against North Weald. On a Sunday 18th Potter Street
Home
2.00
cold afternoon the visitors batted first Sunday 25th Manuden
Away
2.00
putting on an impressive 207 for 4
wickets with only Arif Rubel causing much concern with the ball taking 3 wickets for 33 runs. In
reply Hadham were in trouble at 41 for 4 however a stand of 81 between Neil Oxborrow (57)
and Paul Mason-Smith (85 not out) turned the tide before Arif Rubel completed an impressive
all round performance with a quick fire 37 off just 31 deliveries to see Hadham to victory with
5 wickets and three balls to spare. The following weekend saw the visit of local rivals Stocking
Pelham to Bury Green. Little Hadham batted first reaching a total of 195 for 5 wickets with
Syfal Islam top scoring on 78 ably supported by James Law with 42 not out. Despite a fine
bowling performance from Andy Singh taking 4 for 33, Hadham could only take two further
wickets and with Stocking Pelham finishing on 174 for 6 the match ended in a draw.
The following Sunday finally saw warm sunny weather and a trip to Takeley, where Hadham
batted first scoring 136 all out, with Sandeep Singh scoring 25 and David Wheatley 22. Once
again Andy Singh bowled impressively taking 4 for 49 however, the target was never enough
and Takeley ran out winners by six wickets with 15 overs to spare.

	
  

Angela Kenny, our April speaker, is a descendant of the
Pickett Family of Kettle Green Farm, Much Hadham in
the 18/19thC. She lost her father at age 13 and missed
family conversations regarding her roots. She rectified this
when she grew up and discovered Daniel Pickett was landlord of the Three Horseshoes at Hazel
End for 30 years in the late 19thC. He was the son of John, a farmer of Kettle Green Farm (then
of 45 now of 10 acres and born in Much Hadham in 1791) and his wife Susan from Stansted.
Mormons were welcomed at the farm and the eldest son John joined them wholeheartedly. He
met Rosetta Stringer of Standon, whose parents were ardent Mormons, and rose in the community,
becoming President whilst still a young man. In 1855 aged just 29 he, and 19 year old Rosetta, set
sail from Liverpool for Utah. They, and many fellow Mormon couples were married after 3 days at
sea. John’s brother Jeremiah stayed at home and finally inherited the farm. Angela read extracts
from the ship’s log detailing the privations of the long passage to the US and then of crossing the US
by wagon train. The Picketts settled in a place now known as Gunnison, in honour of John Gunnison
who surveyed the area for the railroad in 1853. They had to build their log cabin on poor muddy
land, prone to floods and often lost their crops; they also had to cope with hostile Indians. However,
the family survived and eventually prospered. Some of their descendants visited Much and Little
Hadham last summer to see their ancestor’s graves. They were very pleased to meet the current
owners of Kettle Green Farm and see where the family had lived and farmed, as well as the local
area. Angela gave us a fascinating insight into Victorian life in England and the travails of those who
rejected it for the New World.
The amount of work she had put into her study was much appreciated, as was her presentation.
We were pleased she was able to share it with us.
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The Hundred Parishes		

Ken McDonald, Secretary

The What’s On section of our website shows a great many local activities throughout the
Summer. As you travel about, I hope you will enjoy the vegetation along roadside verges that
adds much to the overall vision of the countryside. The species present will vary throughout
the seasons and reflect the underlying geology and cutting regime of a particular stretch of
verge. For road safety reasons, some verges are close-mown but these may be speckled with
the flower heads of Common Daisy, Dandelion and other species which thrive under such
treatment. On busier roads, often only the first metre is cut on a regular basis, allowing taller
wild flowers to survive further back.
During early summer our verges are dominated by swathes of the white frothy flowers of Cow
Parsley or the chunkier white flowers of Hogweed. Both are members of the Carrot family
and, perhaps surprisingly, thrive on the extra nutrients released by car exhausts. Although
many species of insects visit their flowers, their tendency to shade out smaller plants reduces
the overall variety of wayside flowers and potential food for other insects. Similarly, increased
roadside nutrient levels encourage Docks and Stinging Nettles which also overshadow delicate
species including blue-flowered Speedwells. Splashes of pink are provided by clumps of Red
Campion; and blue or purple by Vetches and several species of Geranium. Thistles and scarlet
Poppies appear where bare soil is exposed. The presence of a large expanse of Ox-eye daisy,
with its white petals and yellow centre, is usually due to its inclusion in seed mixes sown
alongside newer roads. A number of verges have been identified as Special Roadside Verges or
Roadside Nature Reserves. These are recognised for their floristic diversity or for the presence
of rare species. www.hundredparishes.org.uk

all treework
hedges
stump removal
seasoned logs
wood chippings
kindling
free estimates
fully insured
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Nature Notes,

continued from page 11

Highlight birds of the trip were red footed falcon, short toed
snake eagle (shown here) and plenty of singing nightingales. A
super time.
For details of the Bug Hunt in Millennium Wood, please go to
the separate article where you can read about a most pleasing
discovery!
On Friday 30th June I have been booked to lead a walk for
the RSPB group from Broxbourne. This will be their 3rd parish
wander and this time we are meeting at Tesco’s car park to
then follow footpaths to Bury Green and back to the cars. If you would care to join us, please
let me know and I shall forward further details. All welcome.
As May runs into June the birds will begin to become a lot quieter and I shall become involved
in my annual insect recording around the parish. To get a good snapshot of local nature I
plan, weather permitting, to Beat the Bounds on Thursday 15th June. Basically, this involves
following the parish boundary all the way around, or as close to it as I can get. The walk is
around 16 miles and takes all day, again, beginning at Tesco’s car park, which, surprisingly is
only about 800 yards from Little Hadham Parish. Again, locals are welcome to join me for all
or any part of the wander which goes around the back of Bury Green, up to The Gallops near
continued on page 19

Main dealer standards
at independent rates.
All makes & models of vehicles
MOT tested and serviced
• Full vehicle services to manufacturer’s
services schedules – your new car’s
warranty is not affected
• Lucas-trained engineers
• Vehicle electrical problems solved
• Petrol fuel injectors
• Advanced diagnostic equipment
• Air conditioning repair/service
• Family businesses since 1972

Free local collection & delivery service
Free courtesy cars available

A J Dedman
Garage Services Ltd
Unit 7, Twyford Business Centre
Bishop’s Stortford herts cm23 3yt

Tel: 01279 758844 Fax: 01279 758849
dedmangarage@btconnect.com
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Nature Notes,

continued from page 18

Much Hadham, up past the golf club to Westland Green, over the A120 to Albury Wood, over
the Albury Road, through the churchyard and to Hadham Hall before heading off towards
Bloodhounds Wood and back to Tesco’s. Do contact me if interested as I shall be recording
every aspect of nature that I encounter.
All details of my local news and observations from further afield can be found at https://
littlehadhambirding.blogspot.co.uk and please do contact me at jforgham@hotmail.com or
07805571551 if you spot something interesting or wish to come along for a wander. Also, if
you ever feel like a local walk do let me know as I would be happy to point out the local nature
as we follow local footpaths.

New Music Festival, continued from page 10
Burgers, Pizzas, Thai and Waffles. You are welcome to bring your own picnic, but do not
bring alcohol. Instead please support our: Prosecco & Pimms Cafe, Mojito Bar, and Beer
Tent (with real ale from Saffron Brewery!) Adult tickets are priced at £15. Child tickets
(age 5 – 16 inclusive) are £5, and under 5s get in for free! Very well-behaved dogs (on a
lead) may be allowed on request. Tickets are available from: https://www.facebook.com/
BrookFestBarnParty/ Or email: brookfest@brookcottagefarmridingschool.co.uk, or in person
from Brook Cottage Farm,SG9 0LL. Please come and support this wonderful cause and have
some fun!

Wall and Floor Tiling Specialists
We can tile any   space and specialise in
ceramic, porcelain, natural stone and
mosaic tiles. We supply and fit or, if
preferred, we offer a just fit service.

Tel: 01371 871871

Please do not hesitate to contact us:

01279 776 140
07984 136 623
www.connect-tiling.co.uk
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Charity Day at Ash Valley Golf Club
On 8th July 2017, Ash Valley Golf Club is hosting a massive charity day in aid of Herts Air
Ambulance. In August last year, the Air Ambulance team were instrumental in saving the life
of our much respected Golf Professional, Steve Barker, after falling from his bicycle just outside
Widford. Ash Valley is hosting the charity day in gratitude for their endeavours, and to bring the
local community together for a great day of golf!
The day will take the format of a 4-ball AM/AM team, where the two best scores from each
hole will be recorded. Each player will receive 90% of their full handicap, and the winners will
be those returning the best nett team score.
Most importantly, the charity day is open to all! We very much hope to see a great turn out
from Much Hadham and the surrounding villages to support this great cause. The cost of the
day will be £60 per team, and 100% of this money goes towards the charity. You may enter
the competition simply by completing the entry form found on our website: www.AshValley.
co.uk/Charity
Please return the entry form to the Clubhouse via post, or just pop-in to see us! We also have
entry forms in the Clubhouse. Should you have any enquiries, don’t hesitate to give us a call.
Hot food, bar and catering will be available throughout the day. Happy golfing to you all!
Toby Newman, Clubhouse Manager. ASH VALLEY GOLF CLUB, Much Hadham Road, Herts,
SG10 6HD | 01279 843253 | www.AshValley.co.uk | enquiries@AshValley.co.uk

QUALITY
KITCHEN
FACELIFTS

Brighten up your kitchen
EST.

1999

Village IT Services
Computer Support for the
Communities of East Herts
Local Friendly Service with
15 + Yrs Experience
 Fault Finding, Upgrades, Reinstallation & Rebuilds
 E-mail, Internet & Broadband Solutions
 Home, Small Business Wireless Networks & Storage
 Virus /Spyware Protection & Removal &
 Backup solutions and Data Recovery
 Scanner, Printer & Digital Camera setup
 Software & Hardware Advice
 Windows, Internet, MS Office Tuition in the home

Before

RATES

(No call out charge within 15 miles of Hunsdon)

PRIVATE Individuals:1st Hour (or Part of) £35 then £17.50 per 1/2 Hour thereafter
(£30 per hour Concession for recipients of State Pension)

®

• Huge choice of doors worktops,
appliances, sinks & taps

PLEASE CALL:

• Made to measure custom-built
doors and units

sg@dreamdoors.co.uk

• Save £1000s with a makeover
• Installed by local skilled tradesman

COMMERCIAL Businesses :1st Hour (or Part of) £55 then £25.00 per 1/2 Hour thereafter
Fixed Price options & Small Business or Homeworker support
contracts available. Please contact me for further details.

01920 463302
dreamdoors.co.uk
Visit our showroom:
Units 3 & 5, Star Street, Ware,
Hertfordshire, SG12 7AA

Contact John Felstead Tel: 01279 841145 (preferred)
Mob: 07900 248284
e-mail: john@villageitservices.com
www.villageitservices.com
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Recipe
This month’s recipe has come from Palmers Green where my children grew up and
went to a very multicultural school. I was very fortunate that here I made some
lifelong dear friends from all backgrounds. We came up with the idea of creating a
recipe book for our school encompassing all cultures and sold it for fund raising for the
school. I still have my copy and cherish it! This recipe was given to me by a very dear
friend called Marion Abraham who is no longer here but she did amazing food with
no fuss. I hope you like it!
Chatar ni
Arabic
1 x 3lb chicken cut into pieces
(with bone or without)
4 onions sliced
2 tbls oil
2 tsp of fresh ginger
1 tsp of dhania (coriander powder)
2 tsp zeera (cumin)
¼ tsp haldi (turmeric)
3 tablespoons vinegar
¼ pt of water
1 large tin of plum tomatoes
2 tbls tomato puree
Salt and pepper to taste

Fry onions in oil until soft and golden then
add all spices and gently cook for a minute
stirring all the time.
Add chicken pieces and add water and
vinegar and cook for 15 minutes, then add
tomatoes and puree. Cook for a further 30
minutes or until chicken is cooked and juice
has thickened to your preferred consistency
and season. I like it with fresh coriander
to garnish and served simply with rice
and salad. It was always popular with my
family and is relatively cheap. It can also be
adapted to a vegetarian or vegan dish using
any preferred mix of vegetables.

Please send in more recipes otherwise I can’t make a book.
Many thanks, Jan Williamson, Clouds, Ford Hill

LH Baby and Toddler Group – thank you.
Many thanks to a local businessman and his family for a very kind donation to help us pay
our annual bills. A big thank you also to the parish council for their generous donation which
is also extremely gratefully received. We couldn’t run without the support of so many different
people and groups. Thanks must also go to the Village Hall committee for being generous and
understanding with our payments, as well as the families who help every week – particularly
Amy and Emma.
We meet on a Wednesday morning, 9.30-11.30 in the Village Hall and are always pleased to
see new faces. Everyone is welcome, mums, dads, carers, grandparents. It costs £3 per family,
try us for free on your first session!
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Little Hadham
Neighbourhood Plan

Call for Sites
Over development is a real risk to Little Hadham and the way to protect ourselves is for the
Neighbourhood Plan to allocate sites, of appropriate scale and design, chosen by the community.
To do this we are now conducting a Call For Sites.

Pros and Cons of Allocating Sites in the Neighbourhood Plan:
If we do not allocate sites and East Herts Council cannot show a five year pipeline of new housing they
can impose targets on Little Hadham for new homes and there will be nothing we can do about it. They
will decide how many are required and also potentially where these new homes will be built.
If we take the initiative ourselves and do allocate sites now, via the Neighbourhood Plan, then East Herts can
only impose targets on us in the event that they cannot show a three year pipeline of new housing. Plus we
will already have outlined where we believe new housing could be built with minimum impact to the village
and this will be taken into account.
We have debated this difference long and hard and have concluded that in order to protect Little Hadham
it is important that the Neighbourhood Plan allocates sites and the Call for Sites is the first step.
Please send details if you know of or own a plot of land that could be suitable for one or more new homes
in Little Hadham. They will be independently assessed and some sites will be put forward and will become
part of Little Hadham’s development planning policy via the Neighbourhood Plan.
If you want a site to be considered please send as full details as possible to littlehadam@hotmail.com
by Friday 14th July 2017.
For more information please visit our newly launched website at www. littlehadhamnp.co.uk

Things everyone can help with: Aircraft Noise
Affected by airplane noise? It is really important to register when planes impact us in Little Hadham as the
information is recorded and could make a difference to future flight paths. So if you have noticed aircraft
noise getting louder, planes flying lower or more frequent planes flying overhead, please take a minute to
register a complaint. If everyone does this, then it really will make a difference.
You can also use the form to register complaints about fumes or oily droplets.

How?
It only takes a couple of minutes to fill in the form at
http://stopstanstedexpansion.com/noise_complaint_form.asp

Scouts
This month the scouts have been enjoying being outside now it is lighter in the evenings.
We have been practicing quickly erecting four person tents and laying and lighting fires to boil
enough water to make a hot drink, simulating a rapid camp scenario.
continued on next page
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Down at the doctor’s: a reply from Ennis
I would like to add a memory, in reply to ‘Down at the doctor’s’, in support of Dr. Paul’s item
in the May issue:Early in the 1960s I was employed as a secretary receptionist at a G.P’s Practice in
Nottinghamshire and the partners decided to pilot the new idea of having an Appointment
System. I was duly given a massive folder, covered in blue mock leatherette and at least 18ins.
by 12ins (I still tend to work in ft. and ins!). Within the folder were sheets of paper, lined in
order to organise dates and appointment times for individual doctors and clinics. I could
make a follow-up appointment for 3 months, or more, in advance. We hardly ever had a nonattendance. This was over 50 years ago and at that time not many people had their own
telephone and if they did it was not portable, nor owned a car, but they were polite enough to
cancel, or rearrange, their appointments.
Today most people have their own transport and just about everyone has a small oblong block
attached to their hand, using their thumb to send messages, often informing their friends and
neighbours that they are about to have a cuppa, or something even less exciting. Unless there is a
very relevant reason for not having informed the respective department of their non-attendance,
there is absolutely no excuse for such rudeness. If a fee was involved I wonder if the percentage
of attendances would rise and that prescriptions, once ordered, would be collected . . . ?

Scouts, continued from page 22
We have also been cooking on a bigger fire various food including chicken kebabs jacket
potatoes and popcorn.
John brought down his home made stove, made from an old gas bottle and was cooking various
vegetarian food whilst explaining the reasons behind a meat free diet.
We will also attend the district awards night and are very proud to report that for the second
time in three years 1st MH have also had one of our scouts awarded District scout of the year,
this is a fantastic achievement as there are over 350 scouts to choose from.
Our congratulations go to Jocasta Moore, well done.
We will continue with our planned summer activities more of which next month.

Cubs

In the last month the cubs have been working towards their adventure badge by constructing
kites and ballistas. We have had lots of fun flying the kites and launching projectiles as well as
learning about team work. The cubs have been working hard to do their best in pursuing their
own badges and have set themselves challenging goals. We are also working towards our local
knowledge badge so you may see us exploring through the village on a Friday evening.

Beavers

Beavers are doing their animal badge which entails finding out about animals’ habitat, what
they eat, where they sleep and how to look after them. They did a mini beast hunt which all
enjoyed. They have just started the creative badge and draw a picture of the world 100 years
from now, this got the imaginations going.
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June diary for Little Hadham and Albury
St. Cecilia’s is always open for you to spend some quiet time
away from the noise and rush of today. You will be warmly welcomed at our Services
where refreshments are served afterwards.
4 Sunday, 		
Pentecost
9.15am		
Family Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15am		
Holy Communion and Sunday School at St. Mary’s, Albury.
11 Sunday,		
Trinity Sunday
9.15am		
Holy Communion at Much Hadham.
11.15am		
Holy Communion at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.
18 Sunday,		
Trinity 1
9.15am		
Holy Communion at Much Hadham.
11.15am		
Family Communion at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.
25 Sunday, 		
Trinity 2
9.15am		
Holy Communion at Much Hadham.
11.15am		
Holy Communion at St. Mary’s, Albury.
28 Wednesday,
10.00am		
Book of Common Prayer at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

Prayer Chain

Within our congregations we
have a network of people who
will receive prayer requests.
Whatever the problem,
worry, anxiety or personal
need, when received, will
be forwarded to the people
on the chain who will pray
immediately for each request
for a period of time.
All requests will be
confidential.
Please ring anytime:
Janet: 842671,
Karin: 771532

at

Hadham Cross Congregational Church
Hosted by our local churches
on

Wednesday 2

nd

August, 4.30pm

Join us for tea, fun activities and a celebration. Enjoy
time together as a family.
We begin by sharing tea together and then exploring a
theme through crafts and other activities. We finish our
time together with a celebration. Messy Church is for the
whole family with adults accompanying their children.

Contact details,

Much Hadham Rectory 842609 or

muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com. If you have dietary requirements please
contact us. Otherwise no booking is necessary. http://www.messychurch.org.uk/
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