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refreshments.



22

Letter from the Rectory        Revd. Steve BateLetter from the Rectory        Revd. Steve Bate

“We’re all ministers!”  That’s a phrase I once heard in a sermon many years ago 
and it made a deep and lasting impression on me.  What does it mean to say 
we’re all ministers?   The term ‘minister’ is sometimes used of clergy but it simply 
means ‘servant’ – someone who serves – and that applies to any Christian.  
‘Ministry’ simply means ‘service’ and each one of us has our own ministry.  We 
all have a part to play in serving God and serving others as members of the 
body of Christ – the Church. 

There are so many ways that God is at work, calling his people to be those ministers – people 
who’ve discovered the unique way in which they’re called to serve God and serve others.

So where are these ministers?  They’re people like you and me ministering both inside and 
outside the church – serving within our church-based organisations as well as in the local and 
wider community.

Within the churches of our benefice, these ministers include those people whose calling is to 
membership of our Parochial Church Councils (PCCs).  They were elected at the recent annual 
meetings of our three parishes and I am looking forward to working with them to see God’s 
love in Christ made known more widely and deeply throughout Albury, Little Hadham and 
Much Hadham parishes.  This would not be possible without many more ministers who serve 
more visibly and behind the scenes to enable our churches’ ministry to continue and flourish. 

After six months of observing, praying and reflecting, there is one particular area of our 
churches’ ministry that I strongly believe God is calling us to develop and grow.  This area 
of church life is our ministry among children and their families.  As part of this ministry our 
churches will be going outside our church buildings with new initiatives such as Messy Church. 
Messy Church enables whole families to enjoy Christian worship through creativity, hospitality 
and celebration.  Why not join us at our Messy Church events to find out what this actually 
looks like?  I am delighted that within our congregations we have people with a real heart for 
sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with children and their families – ministers whose service 
is to be members of our Messy Church teams and much more (look out for the Teddy Bears’ 
Picnic and Parachute Jump, coming first to Little Hadham in September).

All Christians are called to serve God and others and baptism is our commissioning for service, 
for ministry.  One of the prayers in the baptism service, the collect, spells it out in these words: 
“Heavenly Father, by the power of your Holy Spirit you give to your faithful people new life in 
the water of baptism.  Guide and strengthen us by the same Spirit, that we who are born again 
may serve you in faith and love, and grow into the full stature of your Son, Jesus Christ, who is 
alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit now and for ever.” 

We’re all ministers!  May God guide and strengthen you in your own ministry as you fulfil your 
commission to serve him in faith and love.
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Parish Council News 

Watch What Can Happen To Your Waste 

Bonfires:
During the sunny weather over Easter there 
were a number of bonfires in the Parish which 
some residents say have impacted on their 
enjoyment of the garden.  Please would you 
consider other residents and the events that 
they are hosting before lighting your bonfire.

Found Key:
Key found at Church End near to St Cecilia’s 
Church. Blue fob with white label saying ‘white 
container chain padlock’.  Please text 07896 
606918 for its return. 

Next Parish Council meeting will be at the 
Village Hall on Tuesday 2nd May 2017 at 
8pm.  We now use the main hall so there is 
plenty of space, and there is also a hearing 
loop installed for the hard of hearing.  Please 
come and let the Councillors know what you 
would like to see happen in our village, and 
listen to the work being carried out.  

Parish Clerk is contactable on 01279 842803 
or email clerklittlehadham@gmail.com

Parish Council Website can be accessed via 
http://www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk.

Out of sight, out of mind – that’s what too many people think when they hand their rubbish over 
to someone without checking their credentials. 

But now you can watch this short video at https://youtu.be/_Oo51l-Q1Xg and see the harm that’s 
caused when your old sofa, fridge or building materials are dumped in East Herts’ countryside.

The video was created by East Herts Council, the National Farmers’ Union and Keep Britain 
Tidy as part of #CrimeNotToCare – a campaign to highlight the issue of flytipping in our district.

Listen to local farmers talking about the environmental and financial cost of clearing up other 
people’s rubbish. 

Householders have a legal “duty to care” to check they’re only giving waste to a licensed carrier. 

Before you hand over your rubbish to anyone other than the council, it’s your responsibility to 
check they’re registered with the Environment Agency. To check go to www.environment.data.
gov.uk/public-register or call the Environment Agency on 03708 506 506.

If you give your waste to someone who approaches you, there’s a reasonable chance that it will 
get flytipped.  Reputable companies don’t usually make direct approaches. 

NFU Hertfordshire county adviser Niamh Kilgallen said: “Fly-tipping is the scourge of the 
countryside in Hertfordshire.  This video highlights the impact it is having on farmland, and the 
time, effort and cost involved in clearing it.

“Our members are fed up with having to clean up other people’s waste - waste that can harm 
wildlife and livestock and pollute the environment as well. 

“The key message is that the public can help reduce fly-tipping, and protect our beautiful 
countryside, by ensuring their waste is disposed of responsibly by a licensed carrier.”



It was good to see you all at the recent Parish AGM and hear about other Little Hadham news. 
This month is always a challenging one, as the children face their National Tests, poor things! 
This is why we look forward to our ‘Off the Curriculum’ week at the end of the month.  This 
year, we are holding an ‘Outdoor Week’, with lots of fun activities, as well as lots of Forest Fun! 

Keep your fingers crossed for nice weather!  Thank you for your continued support.
Liz Stockley, Headteacher
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Little Hadham School
Believing and Achieving

Little Hadham & Albury Social Club
Our evening out at the live stream ballet Jewels on April 11th was lovely - I’m sure I speak on 
everyone’s behalf when I highly recommend live stream events shown at the Empire Cinema 
Bishop’s Stortford (visit website for listings) - for less than £20 (a fraction of West End prices) 
one can thoroughly enjoy a great evening’s LIVE entertainment.  On Tuesday May 9th Megan 
Lowe is coming along from the Salvation Army to give a talk on the life and work of The 
Salvation Army.  I do hope lots of parishioners come along, as always there will be a raffle and 
refreshments and all for a mere £2.50 - please support us - everyone is welcome

Carmela, Binnie and Sue

•		Huge	choice	of	doors	worktops,	
appliances,	sinks	&	taps

•		Made	to	measure	custom-built		
doors	and	units

•		Save	£1000s	with	a	makeover

•		Installed	by	local	skilled	tradesman

EST.
1999

Visit	our	showroom:
Units	3	&	5,	Star	Street,	Ware,	
Hertfordshire,	SG12	7AA

sg@dreamdoors.co.uk
dreamdoors.co.uk

PLEASE	CALL:

01920 463302

Brighten up your kitchen
QUALITY 
KITCHEN 
FACELIFTS

®

Before
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Little Hadham Brownies

Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club

The Brownies have had an exciting time working on their artist badges; a highlight was visiting 
St Cecilia’s Church to install the Easter window they had created as part of this. Following on 
from that the girls enjoyed Easter egg hunting and egg and spoon races in the churchyard. 
Brownies will be moving to the Village Hall from the start of the Summer term 2017 and the 
new meeting time will be 3.45-5.15.   Anyone interested in Brownies or being a Brownie leader 
should email littlehadhambrownies@gmail.com for further information and register their details 
on https://enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk 

This month the club night is on Tuesday May 16th 7.45pm for 8.00pm in the Village Hall, come 
along to hear all about The Vineyard in Little Hadham.  Platon will be telling us how he started 
the vineyard and what’s involved in making  vintage wines in Little Hadham.  Members free 
and non-members £3, are always welcome.

If you missed the front page don’t forget The Plant Sale and Coffee Morning on May 6th 
from 9.30 in the Village Hall; there will be lots of plants for sale, garden bits and pieces, 
books and refreshments. 

  

Wall and Floor Tiling Specialists 

We can tile any space and specialise in 
ceramic, porcelain, natural stone and 
mosaic tiles. We supply and fit or, if 
preferred, we offer a just fit  service. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us: 
 

01279 776 140 
07984 136 623 

www.connect-tiling.co.uk  

Main dealer standards 
at independent rates.

Free local collection & delivery service
Free courtesy cars available

A J Dedman
Garage Services Ltd

Full vehicle services to manufacturer’s 
services schedules – your new car’s 
warranty is not affected
Lucas-trained engineers
Vehicle electrical problems solved
Petrol fuel injectors
Advanced diagnostic equipment
Air conditioning repair/service
Family businesses since 1972

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Unit 7,  twyFoRd BUSineSS CentRe 
BiShoP’S StoRtFoRd heRtS Cm23 3yt

Tel: 01279 758844  Fax: 01279 758849
dedmangarage@btconnect.com

All makes & models of vehicles 
MOT tested and serviced
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Rural Ramblings           Cherry mardell

I am still having sleepless nights. And can you wonder at it? Only I could sell on two of my 
‘babies’ and live to tell the tale.

It all happened a couple of weeks ago, when hubby and I were having a few days away from 
home. A call on my mobile told me someone wanted to see the alpacas – and I, always keen 
to show off my ten little beauties, readily agreed.  The next day, home again, the stranger called 
and looked them over.  ‘Yes’, he said, ‘they are just what I want. Would you sell me a couple? 
I’ll be back tomorrow.’  Now, I’ve never had the slightest inclination to sell them.  From the four 
I started with, all the rest are home grown and much loved.  Yes, they are stupid and distinctly 
lacking in intelligence.  But they are all characters and I am fond of them.  Sure enough, the 
following day he arrived, complete with an empty trailer.  And I, totally unprepared, agreed to 
sell him two.  We picked out two of the calmest and, within what seemed only a few minutes, 
they were loaded and gone.

And how I have regretted those actions! The first three nights I didn’t sleep a wink. Every 
time I shut my eyes, I could see those two worried faces in the trailer. I felt almost suicidal!  A 
week later I persuaded my husband to take me to their new home and, armed with cut-up 
carrots(their favourite), we visited them. They were snoozing happily in a nice big paddock, with 
two donkeys in the adjacent field. Yes, they heard my voice and came galloping over to me… 
that was almost worse than not being recognised!  I can’t fault their new home. But equally I 
can’t forgive myself.  On the plus side, they are now in a farm shop in the children’s pet animal 
area , so they probably get a lot more attention than I ever gave them.  On the minus side, I cuss 
myself for ever agreeing to let them go.  If things don’t work out, I’d take them back in a flash.

40
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Down at the doctor’s    dr Paul haimes

This month, sadly, I have been asked to have a bit of a moan.

Over the last year we have had an average of 60 (SIXTY) appointments with GPs and nurses, 
every month, where the patient did not attend, or contact us to cancel/change the appointment.  
This continues to happen despite our text reminder service and equates to 10 hours of wasted 
clinical time each month; equivalent to 7 football matches, a flight to the Caribbean or 20 
episodes of Eastenders! These missed appointments lead to increased waiting times, frustration 
for both staff and patients and are a potential risk to patient health. Non-attendance is a major 
issue for the NHS and can also increase inappropriate and unnecessary A&E attendances. 
PLEASE take any opportunity to check that we have your correct mobile number and ring as 
soon as you can to cancel/change an appointment.

For the months of December and January our dispensary had 184 uncollected prescriptions! 
This is another area where significant time could be saved so please only order what you need 
and remember to collect it!

To continue the gloomy nature this month, I am sad to say that our golf day on 19th May has 
been cancelled primarily due to lack of interest. Many thanks to the JMTF trustees for all their 
hard work and to all those who donated prizes for the raffle/auction.

Hopefully, I will have more cheerful news in June

Village IT Services 
Computer Support for the  
Communities of East Herts 
 
Local Friendly Service with  
15 + Yrs Experience 

 Fault Finding, Upgrades, Reinstallation & Rebuilds 
 E-mail, Internet & Broadband Solutions 
 Home, Small Business Wireless Networks & Storage 
 Virus /Spyware Protection & Removal &  
 Backup solutions and Data Recovery 
 Scanner, Printer & Digital Camera setup 
 Software & Hardware Advice 
 Windows, Internet, MS Office Tuition in the home 

Contact  John Felstead    Tel: 01279 841145 (preferred) 
 Mob: 07900 248284     e-mail: john@villageitservices.com  www.villageitservices.com 

RATES  
(No call out charge within 15 miles of Hunsdon) 

PRIVATE  Individuals:-  
1st Hour (or Part of) £35 then £17.50 per 1/2 Hour thereafter 

(£30 per hour Concession for recipients of State Pension) 
COMMERCIAL Businesses :-  
1st Hour (or Part of) £55 then £25.00 per 1/2 Hour thereafter 
Fixed Price options & Small Business or Homeworker support 
contracts available. Please contact me for further details. 

Tel: 01371 871871
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CPRE Hertfordshire’s Rural Living Awards
CPRE Hertfordshire is keen to give recognition to projects, individuals and rural businesses which 
improve life and enhance the environment in Hertfordshire’s villages and its countryside. Following 
an award evening, CPRE Hertfordshire’s chairman, David Irving said “we have demonstrated 
there is a lot going on and people do care about rural communities in Hertfordshire.  All of 
these people are doing these things on a voluntary basis, which demonstrates a deep care for 
the countryside”.

If you know of anyone or anything you think should be recognised please submit a nomination 
form, the closing date is Friday 26 May.  

For full information, or to download a form, visit www.cpreherts.org.uk, or call Gill on 01438 717587.

Will  YOU go ‘paper-free’?
Choose the green version of the Parish News by 

choosing to receive your copy online.
Email your address with ‘Paper-free’ in the subject line to

htfp@clocktower.co.uk and save us time and money

Hatfield Broad Oak          01279 718777          www.cammashall.co.uk

• Pick-your-own & freshly ready-picked produce

• Tea Barn - great coffee and homemade food

• Children’s Play Area

• Seasonal Farm Shop

• Nature Trail

• Maize Maze (end August to end October)

A great day out for all the family!

Open Tuesday 
to Sunday  and Bank Holidays

Strawberries • Gooseberries • Raspberries • Onions  
• Blackberries • Blackcurrants •  Sweetcorn • Cherries  

• Blueberries • Sunflowers • Pumpkins...  when in season
& other local produce including honey & jam from the farm 

Postcode for SatNav: CM22 7JT

The highest quality fresh produce  
in beautiful countryside surroundings

OPEN 

from
 5th

 May-
 

17th
 Decem

ber
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Millennium Wood Easter Egg Hunt
Easter Sunday morning found 47 children searching for items and clues in Millennium Wood. 
Once the correct answers or Easter bunnies and Easter chicks were found the children were 
awarded a bag of eggs. Also, there were 4 golden eggs (well blue and red, actually) and the 
finders of these won a large chocolate egg. Meanwhile, parents were involved in their own (very 
frantic!) hunt for a well secreted bottle of Prosecco. This was only discovered when all were 
pointed in the right direction.
All in all, a great event, well supported and good fun. Thanks to Steve Stigwood and Ennis 
Rogers for financial donations, to all who brought along cakes and to Hannah Knight and 
Diane Brace for donating the larger eggs. Most thanks to Wendy, who tirelessly spent evenings 
sticking chicks, butterflies and bunnies on to sticks, cutting out endless cardboard egg shapes, 
spending time trawling shops for well-priced offers, for making tea and coffee for all as well as 
bringing along sweets and drinks for the children.
A collection held at the end of the hunt, after the children had planted plenty of wild flower 
seeds, raised over £150, which meant, after expenses, I deposited nearly £50 into the 
Millennium Wood account.
Next event is Sunday 14th May, 11am for a Big Bug Hunt, where we shall try to catch and 
identify as many insect species as possible in 2 hours.  Please do let me know if you plan 
on coming along so I have the correct amount of junior bug hunters’ kits! 07805571551 or 
jforgham@hotmail.com.

all treework

hedges

stump removal

seasoned logs

wood chippings

kindling

free estimates

fully insured
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Socks, Socks, Socks
Huge thank you, once again, your response is OVERWHELMING!...Keep ‘em coming....much 
appreciated,                  Carmela
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The Hundred Parishes Society  www.hundredparishes.org.uk

After almost 2,000 years, there is still considerable evidence of Roman occupation of this area. 
It was not until their arrival in 43 AD that a national network of all-weather roads was built. 
The first were constructed between the capital, London, and bases used by the Roman legions. 
The network was maintained and extended through almost 400 years of Roman occupation. 
Main highways were either gravel or paved with stone.  They were so well constructed that they 
could be used in all weathers. 
The main roads were originally built by the Roman army.  Those in our area included Ermine 
Street (which ran north from London and in the 20th century was designated A10) and 
Stane Street (later A120) between Braughing, a substantial Roman fort on Ermine Street, and 
Colchester, the original Roman capital of Britain.  Another substantial fort-cum-town developed 
at Great Chesterford.  Artefacts from there can be seen at Saffron Walden Museum.
A review of local Ordnance Survey maps will soon reveal tell-tale straight lines that indicate a 
route of Roman origin. At least twenty of today’s Hundred Parishes were served by a Roman road.
The fact that these routes were well-travelled and linked forts and other settlements means that 
we have a rich source of Roman remains.  Recycled Roman bricks, usually flatter and longer than 
the modern equivalent, can be found in several parish churches.  They include Great Canfield, 
Great and Little Hallingbury, Sheering, Takeley, Wendens Ambo, Westmill and White Roding.
One of the finest Roman burial sites in Europe can be visited at Bartlow.  The intrepid explorer 
can climb a wooden stairway to the top of the largest surviving barrow, some 40 feet high. You 
can read about the “Bartlow Hills” within the introduction to Bartlow parish on our website 
www.hundredparishes.org.uk.

The Admiral’s Walk in Hoddesdon is a continuation 
of Upper Marsh Lane, which had the same name in 
1769, according to an old map of the time. Richard 
Thomas our March speaker, has lived there for many 

years and told a fascinating story of the lane’s history.  It runs alongside land known from 
manorial records in 1399 as Four Leys meadow which was then assessed at a rent 13s 4d 
pa.  Four Leys retained its name for many centuries.  An old picture down the walk showed 
open country across the meads of the Lee Valley to the East.  Richard described how the 
meadow had been developed particularly since Victorian times.  Admiral’s Walk was so named 
in commemoration of Admiral O’Brian who had walked very many miles across Europe during 
the Napoleonic Wars, being captured, and re-captured several times.  Many of the original 
families remained for many years and were described in detail with photographs.  The Paddick 
family had walked from Hampshire in the 1880s to work on the watercress farm on the 
meads and ended up running it.  They lived in one of the first of three 2up & 2down cottages 
in Admiral’s Walk, each was only 20ft wide with up to 7 inhabitants.  One cottage was still 
like it in the 1960s, with a butler sink and zinc larder.  Four Leys meadow and the walk were 
developed by Mckenzie a Hoddesdon Estate Agent in the late 19th century.  The expansion 
and infilling of what became a large estate was well illustrated by maps and photographs.  The 
whole area has maintained a very good community spirit.  This was a facinating and detailed 
story of the walk and its inhabitants over 600 years which we enjoyed very much. 

	  



12121212

What’s on in July               in the Village hall unless otherwise stated

Coming soon

12

2 Tue, Parish Council, 8pm. We use the main 
hall so there is plenty of space, and there is 
also a hearing loop installed for the hard of 
hearing.  Please come and let the Councillors 
know what you would like to see happen in our 
village, and listen to the work being carried out.  

6 Sat, Plant Sale 9.30am. If you missed the 
front page don’t forget The Plant Sale and 
Coffee Morning from 9.30 in the Village Hall; 
there will be lots of plants for sale, garden 
bits and pieces, books and refreshments. 

9 Tue, LH & A Social Club, 8pm. Megan Lowe 
is coming along to give a talk on the life and 
work of The Salvation Army.  I do hope lots 
of parishioners come along, as always there 
will be a raffle and refreshments and all for 
a mere £2.50 - please support us - everyone 
is welcome.

11-13 ‘The Ladykillers’ MH Village Hall. p13.

14 Sun, Bowls FUN DAY 10.30am-1.30 
pm. Much Hadham Bowling Club, Recreation 
Ground, Much Hadham SG10 6DL See page22

14 Sun Big Bug Hunt, Millennium Wood, 
11am, where we shall try to catch and 
identify as many insect species as possible in 
2 hours.  Please do let me know if you plan 
on coming along so I have the correct amount 
of junior bug hunters’ kits! 07805571551 or 
jforgham@hotmail.com.

16 Tue, LH & A Garden Club, 7,45 for 8pm.
Come along to hear all about The Vineyard in 
Little Hadham.  Platon will be telling us how 
he started the vineyard and what’s involved 
in making  vintage wines in Little Hadham.  
Members free and non-members £3, are 
always welcome.

18 Thur, 3rd Thursday Coffee Morning, 12.30 
- 1.45pm, rear of Village Hall. for the delights 
that are the 3rd Thursday Lunch. There is soup 
and bread, Carmela’s Italian surprise, cheese, 

biscuits (Chocolate and savory) tea and 
coffee. No booking needed and no set fee, just 
donations. We look forward to seeing you.

21 Sun, On Your Bike – Hadham Road, 
Bishop’s Stortford, CM23 2QE,  8.15am – 3pm.  
Help make our eight sponsored bike rides in 
Bishop’s Stortford a WHEEL BLAST! With a 
25k, 50k and 100k route on offer through 
the beautiful Hertfordshire countryside, this 
is the perfect event for families and those 
looking for a challenge.  There will be a BBQ, 
music, entertainment, bike doctor and stalls. 
The money raised allows Isabel Hospice to 
continue to care for local patients and their 
families in East Hertfordshire. For more 
information call us on 01707 382 500.

21 Sun, Open Day, 11.30 to 5pm, at the 
Gardens of Easton Lodge. More on page 17.

22 Mon Hadhams’ History Society, 8:pm, The 
Green Room, Much Hadham Village Hall. The 
History of Ware Priory by David Perman, a well 
known local historian who was instrumental in 
establishing Ware Museum.

25 Thur, Whist Drive.  Costs £2 to play 
including scorecard, tea and biscuits at interval.
Also large raffle  All drives commence 7:30pm
(doors open by 7:15pm) on the last thursday 
of the month.  We’ve been going in the village 
since the 1950s, and all of our profits go to 
support the Village Hall.
Further info can be obtained at our website 
www.whistdrive.org.uk.  If you would like to 
learn to play whist contact Mrs Ross Barron 
on 771694.

27 Sat, Farmers’ Market, 8.30 -11.30am. 

What’s on in May       in the Village hall unless otherwise stated

12

         

June 21 Hadhams’ History Visit to Ware Priory  
A follow-up vist to May’s Talk - Timing and 
details To Be Arranged Mike Clark 842131.
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Much Hadham Drama Group, 

directed by maggie Smith, will 

stage an amateur production 

of ‘The Ladykillers’ by Graham 

Lineham on 11th, 12th, and 

13th may at 8.00pm in the 

Village hall, much hadham.

tickets at £9 are available from 

Londis, much hadham high 

Street, or nclarke167@aol.com 

(01279 842822). Our next order for heating oil will be 
submitted during the first week in May. Our 
syndicate grows month on month, it’s free 
to join and we make good savings by buying 
collectively - more info: cam2403@hotmail.
co.uk.         Thank you Carmela

Heating Oil Order

Thank you to everyone who made 
our Easter Cross come to life

3rd Thursday Lunch
(formerly the Way Inn)

We invite you to join us for 
lunch on the third Thursday 
of the month (in May it 
is the 18th).  Great soup, 
roll and other goodies and 
of course, lovely company. 
Do join us from 12.30 at 
the rear of Little Hadham 
Village Hall. No need to 
book, just turn up and 

enjoy.
Sponsored by St Cecilia’s 
Church Little Hadham

••
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Nature Notes: March / April 2017.           Jonathan Forgham

A prolonged period of dry and warm weather has meant most expected species have been 
noted during the last 30 days (18th March – 18th April.)  
Recording in March continued with a local moth night in Millennium Wood on Friday 24th 
March.  In total, over 60 moths were trapped and identified, made up of 14 species with 
Twin spotted quaker, Brindled pug and Streamer being new species for the year.  Good to 
have 5 children and 11 adults coming along.  Look out for the next one in the summer.  
Over the rest of the period I trapped at Alder 
Wood, Pig’s Green, footpaths over the golf 
course, woods along Ford Hill, Valley Fields, 
Westland Green and Stocking Wood.  The 
warm day temperatures still give way to cool 
air after dusk and therefore not conducive to 
moths flying.  Tonight, as I write having returned 
from collecting the trap at Westland Green, the 
temperature is 3ºC and only one moth braved 
the conditions to come to the light trap.  The number of moths now trapped is over 475 made 
up of 48 species.  A bright green V pug shown here, taken in the garden on 30th March.
Butterflies are now becoming more prevalent, with a Speckled Wood being noted on 16th 
April in Millennium Wood.  Plenty of orange tips are now flying along with peacocks and small 

Little Hadham 
Primary School
‘Believing and Achieving’

Excellent opportunities for pupils 
aged 3-11 years.  

On-site care provision from 
7.45am to 6.30pm

Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

for more details
A ‘Good’ school where children 

flourish OFSTED 2014
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

continued on page 15
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Nature Notes, continued from page 14

tortoiseshells.  My first Holly Blue of the year was recorded on 10th April, 
but still to record a dragon or damselfly this year.  Holly Blue depicted 
left.
Birdwise, most species that should be present, are present. Chiffchaffs 
have been singing since mid-March and have now been joined by 
blackcaps (1st noted 4th April,) Willow Warblers (10th) and Common 
Whitethroat (16th.)  A swallow was recorded on 7th with a second 
noted on the 18th over Westland Green whilst I was on an early morning 
wander.  As well as the migrants already mentioned, several overhead 
mandarin duck, a calling Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, nuthatch and 
bullfinch were also noteworthy.

Several trips away meant I spent a day birding at Rainham Marsh on the 31st, Norfolk on the 
3rd and around Dungeness on 12th.  None gave up rarities but on all occasions I managed 
to record in excess of 70 species, several being my first sightings for the year.  The highlight of 
the Norfolk trip was watching good numbers of long tailed duck flying into The Wash to roost. 
Largest number I have witnessed at Titchwell for many years.  A Meadow pipit shown overleaf, 
photographed near Cley Beach.
Flowering plants continue to bloom, with Greater Stitchwort offering a whiteness to the verges 
whilst red campion can be found alongside our wooded areas.  In Stocking Wood a good stand 

 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk

Antiques Fair
an established fair known for its 
wide range of quality antiques, 

jewellery, Victoriana, china, glass, 
pictures, prints and lots more.

Sunday May 14
9.30 - 4.00

Little Hadham Village Hall
(signposted off the A120 between
Puckeridge & Bishop’s Stortford)

Admission £1
Free on production of this advert
Refreshments & Hot meals 

available

continued on page 16
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Nature Notes, continued from page 15

of Early Purple Orchid is always pleasing to see 
as April reaches a close.
A Dawn Chorus Walk on Sunday 2nd April 
was a success for one so early in the season.  
30 bird species were either heard or seen by 
myself and my guest, Davey whom I met at 
5.15am for a wander to Millennium Wood and 
around Acremore Street and the polo fields.  
Next issue I shall report back on the next walk, 
scheduled for the 23rd April.
Finally, as I was driving home from collecting 
the moth trap at 10pm I observed a polecat crossing Chapel Lane near Valley Fields.  Not a 
regular sighting, but one I have had around this area on several occasions. A mammal that is 
becoming increasingly more common in East Herts.
Thank you to all those who have forwarded photos or descriptions of mammals, I do enjoy all 
of them and endeavour to reply promptly with an identification suggestion.  If you do have any 
natural history questions please do email me at jforgham@hotmail.com  Coming up in the 
next few weeks: a 5 day birding trip to The Camargue.  Should be good.

MICK’S CARPENTRY 
& PLASTERING 

SERVICES
Clean & Reliable

All Plastering, Artexing, 
Coving & Rendering 

undertaken.  Also Doors, 
Locks, Laminate Flooring, 
Repairs & Refurbishments, 

Fencing & Decking.
Tel: 01279 758708

Mob: 07811 141275

 

• LOGO DESIGN & RE-BRANDING

• LEAFLETS, FLYERS, POSTERS, BROCHURES

• BESPOKE GIFT POSTERS AND CARDS

• TYPESETTING

• WEB DESIGN

• DIGITAL & PRINTED ADVERTISING

f r i e n d l y ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e s i g n  s e r v i c e

Have a look at my online portfolio & contact me on: 
www.annemwright.com  |  me@annemwright.com 

AW
ANNE WRIGHT GRAPHIC DESIGN
w w w . a n n e m w r i g h t . c o m
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News from the Gardens of Easton Lodge Preservation Trust

We have been busy improving the planting in the gardens . In the Italian garden the inner 
beds will be colour coordinated, pinks and blues, while the outer beds will be a riot of 
various colours. We have added some heritage roses, reshaped old shrubs and replaced 
the mini juniper trees where necessary, as they frame the beds as they were in Peto’s 
original design.  In the walled kitchen garden we are filling borders with flowers and herbs.  
In due course we will be planting out squashes and pumpkins and trying to grow melons 
in ‘hot beds’.  In the glade, we have started populating the new stumpery.

We have been really pleased to welcome many visitors to the garden already this year, 
including groups from Germany, Kent and Chelmsford.  We have also started to welcome 
butterflies and indeed a hummingbird hawkmoth.

So, come and see for yourself on May 21, when the gardens will be open at the usual time, 
from 11.30 to 5.00 and we will be serving bacon rolls and homemade cakes. 

Our Website and Facebook page provide our latest news – read our latest blog on 
Thursday’s garden news http://www.eastonlodge.co.uk/  If you would like to contact us 
to volunteer or arrange a talk about the gardens and our restoration work, contact us on 
enquiries@eastonlodge.co.uk; or 01371 876979.

 
 

 
 
 

 
PACE ELECTRIC GATES 

 
 
 
 
 

    1 The Fairway, Bush Fair, Harlow 
             Essex, CM18 6LY 

 
 Specialists in design, manufacture and installation of 

manual and automated gates. Gate Servicing. 
 
 Including video intercom entry systems.  

 
 Staircases, balustrades, balconies and railings. 

 
 Builders Steelwork.  

 
    

Free quotations with            
no obligation 

 
 

Tel: 01279 635525 
email:sales@pacesheetmetal.co.uk 

 

     
Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
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Nicotine is not the enemy!
The number of people in England using e-cigarettes has risen rapidly over the last four 
years, quadrupling to 2.8 million adult vapers.

However as their popularity grows, so too does confusion about their safety.

Hertfordshire County Council (HCC) is leading the way in tackling this issue head-on 
by proactively promoting e-cigarettes as a tool to help people quit smoking or reduce 
smoking if they are not yet ready to quit entirely.

HCC has developed an innovative policy encouraging the use of e-cigarettes and is sharing it 
with other organisations to provide them with guidance in developing e-cigarette policies of 
their own. The authority has worked with local and national networks to produce the policy.

Hertfordshire County Council’s policy dispels some of the misconceptions associated with 
e-cigarettes and vaping and reinforces the message that they are a very effective way to 
quit smoking and carry significantly lower risks compared to the harm of tobacco.

The policy has been very well-received by other authorities. Kevin Malone, Public Health 
manager at Thurrock Council, said: “The stance taken on vaping outside is a logical step 
forwards, and provides us with a model policy and evidence that this kind of innovative 
practice is achievable. The policy has also brought us a step closer to the inevitable debate 
about vaping indoors; the vapers are now at the front door and the smokers are halfway 

Hadham AGA Services Ltd
For all your AGA needs

36 years’ experience with a main agency
Contact Tony on

Tel: 07969 850758
Email: tony@hadhamagaservices.com

www.hadhamagaservices.com

continued on page 19

Your	  local	  service	  	  
provider	  for	  liquid	  	  
waste	  removal:	  
• 	  Cesspits	  
• 	  Sep7c	  tanks	  
• 	  Klargesters	  	  
• Bio	  disks	  

Tel:	  01279	  504638	  	  Fax:	  01279	  506433	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

LTH	  Waste	  Removal	  

Tel: 0800 112 3062,  01371 871871
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Nicotine is not the enemy! continued from page 18.

down the road!”

Hertfordshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Public Health, Localism and Libraries, 
Teresa Heritage, said: “We believe we are the first council in the country to develop an 
e-cigarette policy to provide guidance to others. 

“One in five of us wrongly thinks e-cigarettes are equally or more harmful than smoking; 
nearly half of us don’t realise that e-cigarettes are actually much less harmful than smoking 
as they don’t contain tobacco or the harmful products of combustion.

“Whilst the best option is always to quit smoking, e-cigarettes can provide an extremely 
good alternative for those who aren’t quite ready to give up nicotine entirely or don’t want 
to.”

Tobacco is the leading cause of death and disability in Hertfordshire causing 1,500 deaths 
every year.

For information about how Hertfordshire’s Stop Smoking Services can help you give up 
smoking, including advice about e-cigarettes, please text SMOKEFREE to 80818, call 
0800 389 3 998 or visit www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/stopsmoking 

You can also sign up to receive email updates about your health and wellbeing at: www.
hertfordshire.gov.uk/updateme.

Elemis, Murad, CACI Ultimate, 
O.P.I., Bare Minerals, 
Shellac & St Tropez

A WIDE RANGE OF 
TREATMENTS FOR BOTH 

MEN & WOMEN

38 High Street • Buntingford 
Herts • SG9 9AQ
T: 01763 271122

www.touchofglamour.co.uk

Beauty Salon

Superb immaculate 
2 bed house 

2 bathrooms, shared 
pool, roof sun terrace, 
and mountain views.

Situated in a quiet road 
in the beautiful unspoilt 
area of San Juan de los 
Terreros with its superb 
beaches.  Swimming 

pool 50m, beach, shops 
and restaurants just a 5 

min walk away. 
Murcia Airport 1 hr.10 

mins drive. With low cost flights from Stansted 
every day makes it an ideal destination for a short 

break or a nice long holiday. 
Prices from £195.00 per week in low season. 

Tel Celia 01279 503250 
Mob 07826292075 sales@flockoff.co.uk. www.

sanjuanvilla.com 



202020202020

HCC initiative scoops prestigious national award

The Love Your Bump campaign scooped the Local Government Chronicle (LGC) award for 
Campaign of the Year, with the judging panel praising it as “a template for others to follow.” 

The campaign, launched in 2015, encourages pregnant women and those around them to quit 
smoking in order to protect the health of their unborn baby.

Alongside a range of publicity materials to raise awareness of the dangers of smoking in 
pregnancy, the campaign also provides pregnant women and their partners with free access to a 
stop smoking adviser specially trained in pregnancy issues and free nicotine replacement therapy. 

According to NHS data, there were 1007 babies born to Hertfordshire mothers who smoke 
in 2014/15, however the latest data saw this figure drop to 870, with smoking at time of 
delivery rates falling by 10 per cent in the same period.   Deputy Cabinet Member for Public 
Health, Localism and Libraries, Fiona Hill, said: “This award is fantastic recognition for everyone 
involved in the Love Your Bump campaign, from our very dedicated Stop Smoking Service that 
have been involved from the beginning in designing and developing the campaign through to 
the wide range of partners who have helped us deliver it in the community.

The campaign was developed with midwives and pregnant smokers to make sure the right 
messages were communicated in an honest and non-judgemental way.  Women wanted to be 
told the truth about the harm caused by smoking and what would happen once they agreed 
to receive help.

DAVE BAKER
Stansted

FENCING-PAVING,
GUTTERING, SOFFITS & FASCIAS,

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
DECORATING,
LANDSCAPING,

PORTABLE BUILDINGS
(supplied and erected)

COMPLETE DOMESTIC & 
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 
& REPAIR SERVICE

FULLY INSURED
REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Tel: 01279 815552
Mob: 07875 486480

Email: 
davebakerpropmaint@gmail.com

•	 LIGHT	SUSSEX	CHICKENS
•	 PEKIN	BANTAMS
•	 MINIATURE	SILKIES

Claudia	Audley
07796	531071

info@burygreenpoultry.co.uk
The	Bury,	Bury	Green
Little	Hadham,	Herts

SG11	2HE
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Start as soon as possible.
Do NOT put in the fridge.
do not use a mixer.
Use same size cups throughout.
Use a very large basin, bowl or container as 
the mix contains yeast and will rise.

 Method
Day 1  Add 1 cup sugar, 1cup plain flour,  
and 1cup room temperature milk.  Stir well, 
and cover with a tea towel.
Day 2 Stir well and cover.
Days 3 and 4   do nothing.
Day 5 repeat day 1.
Day 6 repeat day 2.
Days 7, 8 and 9 do nothing.
Day 10 – stir well.
Remove 3 cups of the mix. you can use one 
cup to start another cake or throw it away 
or give one or both cups to friends to start 

their friendship cake

 Add to your mix now
1 cup sugar
2 cups plain flour
2 cups each sultanas, currants, raisins
half a cup chopped cherries
half tsp salt
2 tsp baking powder
2 tsp vanilla essence
half cup sunflower oil
2 sliced and chopped baking apples
2 eggs
mix together and cook in a 12 x 11 inch 
roasting or baking tin. Sprinkle with half a 
cup of brown sugar and drizzle with half a 
cup of melted butter
Bake 350º/gas mark 4 for 50-60 mins. 
when cold cut into squares, freezes well.

10 day Friendship Cake 
this was given to helen Snelling of Ford hill on her wedding day and she would like to 

share this lovely idea with the Village.

LOCAL

PROFESSIONAL

CARPET  &  UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

01279-776012

07971-786123
 
 
 
 
 
 

J.Marshall Pest Solutions Ltd 
 
For those looking for a Fast, Professional, Safe 
Efficient more permanent Pest Solution 
 
Rats and Mice, Moles, Wasps, Flies, Bed Bugs Etc 
Locally based 
Please call John on 07725 415826 or  
01279 844956 
Email: marshallj68@me.com 
RSPH/BPCA Certified, NPTA member  
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TALKING BOWLS
The bowls season has opened and the Green is in sparkling condition.   Our maintenance squad 
has been beavering all winter with paint brushes in and outside the Club House, gate repairs, 
hedges and borders tended and much work on the Green itself including outside contractors 
rejuvenating the surface thanks to financial support from the Recreation Trust with grant.
We now hope to share the seeds of these endeavours by welcoming as many as possible to:-

GET ACTIVE, HAVE FUN, PLAY BOWLS
Anyone wishing to try the sport  has always been welcome as a guest on Wednesday evenings but  
this year we are  being more pro-active as you will see from the promotional events shown under.
Our FUN DAY on Sunday, 14th May  (10.30 am - 1.30 pm).   Not only is it free for all to try 
their hand (with some guidance) but also to watch some competitive bowls.   A Challenge 
Match will be taking place between a team of 30’sh year olds and a team of.... lets say 
somewhat older.   So bring your thermos  or better still buy tea and cakes from the Club House 
(in aid of MacMillan Cancer Support) and linger for a while.   Will the clear eyed, steady hand 
and enthusiasm of the young overcome the wile and craft of the old uns?   One would not 
gamble too much on the outcome so it should make for bowls at its best. 

On Wednesday, 17th May (6.30 pm) we start our 4 week evening coaching course for new 
bowlers which should enable them to play and enjoy bowls and matches for the rest of the 
season.   The cost - just £5 for all four sessions.

New for this year is our PAY & PLAY on Wednesday mornings starting 24th May (at 10.30am 
approx 2 hours)  which we are quite excited about.   An uncommon approach for a Bowls 
Club but one we hope will be well supported and become a regular entry in many diaries.   It 
promises a great social activity - so whether on your own, a couple or with friends, male or 
female,  bowled before or new to the sport,  you will have a fun time.   The cost £2.50
Please register on 01279 842637/843619 or email shirley.howlett@btinternet.com
Flat footwear needed - all other equipment provided.

MUCH HADHAM BOWLING CLUB, Recreation Ground, Much Hadham SG10 6DL

Much Hadham Tennis Club 2017 Season

Come and join our friendly club situated at Much Hadham sports ground.  
All three courts have floodlighting.  We would be delighted to welcome new 
members - try us out on Club nights for mixed play on Wednesdays from 
7pm, men’s nights on Tuesdays from 8pm or ladies’ mornings on Fridays from 
9.15am.   Annual membership fees are very reasonable at £140 for a family, 
£70 for an adult and £15 for a junior/student.

A reduction in membership fee can be applied for if you are experiencing financial hardship - 
any such applications will be treated in the strictest confidence.

Contact either Sally Barra on 07981 833179/ barratribe@yahoo.co.uk or Justin Akester on 
07870 688719,  justinakester@hotmail.com
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The Poppy & Evie Smile Campaign    Les williams  

Church Yard Clear Up

If you have ever wondered who that strange man is who runs around the local highways and 
byways picking up litter then wonder no more because it’s me.  
You won’t have seen me for a while because my identical twin granddaughters, Poppy & Evie, 
have been very unwell.  After 6 months of repeated ‘milk allergy’ misdiagnosis they became 
seriously ill with gastroenteritis and admitted to Addenbrooke’s Hospital when only 10-months 
old.  They are now two years old.  
On Christmas Eve 2015, a consultant paediatric oncologist broke the news that they were 
suffering from a very rare form of cancer that almost exclusively affects children - Langerhans 
Cell Histiocytosis (LCH). There are only 50 cases in the UK each year. It is a ‘multi-system’ 
disease that can simultaneously affect body systems such as skin, bone, lymph glands, liver, lung, 
spleen, brain and bone marrow.  The disease had spread extensively.  It was only by chance 
that an experienced dermatologist examining what was thought to be an unrelated rash 
recognised it as a telltale symptom of the disease. 
Poppy and Evie have lived most of their life since then in hospital.  The physical symptoms 
of the disease are very distressing.  The girls underwent a series of increasingly aggressive 
chemotherapy treatments, which in themselves were life threatening.  They were twice admitted 
to intensive care.  Seeing our darling girls so seriously ill was an experience that will remain 
with us forever. 
Throughout it all, Poppy and Evie handled everything that was thrown at them with remarkable 
bravery.  They laughed and smiled and inspired everyone around them; medical staff and fellow 
patients and families alike.  
We were told that Poppy & Evie were in remission in January.  They are now in a maintenance 
programme with chemotherapy administered monthly for 6 months designed to prevent the 
LCH from returning, which sadly it is inclined to do.  Whatever happens, we know that they 
will keep smiling while they battle this horrible disease.  They are truly remarkable little girls. 
We are determined to help other children and their families avoid going through the nightmare 
that we have experienced and continue to experience.  As a tribute to their amazing bravery 
we have launched the “Poppy & Evie Smile Campaign”. Every penny goes to Histiocytosis UK; 
a small UK charity funding research into finding better ways to treat this cruel disease and 
ultimately to find a cure. 

To learn more about Poppy & Evie’s story, the work of Histiocytosis UK or simply to make a 
much-needed donation please visit:  https://www.justgiving.com/PoppyandEvieSmileCampaign 

thank you.

On Saturday 1st April 29 people came to the church for our spring clear up.  Fallen wood was 
collected, tree branches lopped to make the mowing easier, holes filled in, run off drain dug, 
windows cleaned, woodwork polished ,silver cleaned and a large bonfire lit.  Tea, coffee and 
cake were served to the great relief of the aching bodies that had done all that.

Many thanks to all who came.



There is a service of Holy Communion every Wednesday at 10.30am at St Andrew’s

May diary for Little Hadham and Albury
St. Cecilia’s is always open for you to spend some quiet time

away from the noise and rush of today.  you will be warmly welcomed at our Services 
where refreshments are served afterwards.

Editor : Jan Finn, Jute House, 85a Bradford Street, Bocking Essex, CM7 9AU e-mails:  htfp@clocktower.co.uk
All articles for inclusion; sponsorship; and payment for advertising in the next issue

must be received by the18th of the month.  (cheques payable to Little Hadham PCC) 
Little hadham Parish news is distributed free by St Cecilia’s church

Prayer Chain
Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive prayer requests.

Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will be forwarded to 
the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a period of time. 

All requests will be confidential.

Please ring anytime:  Janet: 842671,  Karin: 771532

7 Sunday,    Easter 3
9.15am   Family Communion, Much Hadham
11.15am   Holy Communion, St. Mary’s,  Albury

14 Sunday,    Easter 4
9.15am   Holy Communion, Much Hadham
11.15am   Holy Communion, St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham

21 Sunday,     Easter 5
9.15am   Holy Communion, Much Hadham
3.00pm   Service of Remembrance and Light, at St Cecilia’s,
   with Daniel Robinson & Sons. (* see below)

25 Thursday,    Ascension Day
8.00pm    Group Holy Communion, St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham

28 Sunday,    Sunday after Ascension

9.15am   Holy Communion, Much Hadham
11.15am   Holy Communion, St. Mary’s,  Albury

31 Wednesday,    Midweek Communion
10.00am   Book of Common Prayer at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

*The Service of Remembrance and Light is to commemorate those close to us who have died.  
Anyone may attend and will be made very welcome.

 On Sunday 21st May at 3pm St Cecilia’s is holding a service of Thanksgiving in Remembrance, 
in conjunction with Daniel Robinson & Son.This service is for anyone who wishes to remember 
a loved one; a time for reflection and contemplation in the calm atmosphere of our church.
Refreshments will be provided after the service.


