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LITTLE HADHAM & ALBURY SOCIAL CLUB - PROGRAMME OF 
EVENTS 2017

14 FEB – AGM

14 MARCH – JANE SKINNER - RURAL LIFE IN TRANSYLVANIA

11 APRIL – BALLET

“JEWELS” LIVE STREAM BISHOP’S STORTFORD CINEMA 
6.30PM for 7.15 START

9 MAY – SALVATION ARMY TALK

13 JUNE – BALLSWOOD - A STROLL THROUGH THE WOODS

11 JULY - SUMMER SUPPER – 7.30 for 8PM

8 AUG – KEN MACDONALD...100 PARISHES TALK

12 SEPT – IRIS DEDMAN...FINDING MICHAEL O’CONNELL

10 OCT – WENDY EMBERSON...STORT PHYSIO 

14 NOV – BLUE CROSS TALK

12 DEC – CHRISTMAS SUPPER – 7.30 for 8PM

Everyone is welcome – please join us. More info - Carmela: cam2403@hotmail.co.uk
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Letter from the Rectory        Revd. Steve BateLetter from the Rectory        Revd. Steve Bate

Where did the last six months go? I realised that, in March, six months will 
have gone by since we moved into our new home and my induction as Rector 
of Albury, Little Hadham and Much Hadham.  During a recent quiet day, I was 
able to pause for a while in prayer and reflection. This was an opportunity to give 
thanks, to look back over the last few busy months and to look forward, in prayer, 
to where God is leading our churches.  As I looked back, I did so with gratitude for 
the many people who have been an encouragement to me.

Over the last few months I have experienced the love and support of so many of you and in 
so many ways – in your prayers, in your words and in your actions.  Across our churches of St 
Andrew’s, St Cecilia’s, St Mary’s and St Thomas’, I’ve sensed the love of God at work, expressed 
through his people – the church, the Body of Christ.  It’s been a great encouragement to me 
and I give thanks to God for every encouragement I’ve received. 

The most well-known encourager we meet in the Bible must be Barnabas.  It’s in Acts 4.36 
that we’re introduced to him.  His real name is Joseph but the apostles give him the nickname 
Barnabas meaning ‘son of encouragement.’  He must have been someone who knew the 
difference that encouragement can make in helping the Body of Christ to work well together 
in God’s service.  He’s introduced as someone who sells his field to help those who were 
needy.  It’s Barnabas who encourages the early church to accept Paul as a fellow follower of 
Jesus.  Barnabas is sent out to build up the church in Antioch, encouraging Paul to come and 
work with him.  Later on, we discover that Mark had dropped out of a missionary journey but 
Barnabas encourages Mark to look beyond his failure, to try again and the two of them set 
off for Cyprus together.

It’s likely that Barnabas was someone with the spiritual gift of encouragement.  Christians with 
this gift are those who are particularly good at coming alongside others and helping them – 
perhaps having just the right words to comfort or console people who are hurting, or they might 
have just the right words to spur others on to new ways of serving God.  As I look back I realise 
that I’ve met many people within our own churches with that gift – people who are ‘Barnabas 
figures’ to others.  They just can’t help being encouragers!

Not all of us may have the gift of encouragement but we can all be encouragers.  We can all 
offer encouragement to each other and build each other up.  We all need encouragement as 
we go about living out our faith wherever God has placed us and we, too, can be encouragers.

Is there someone who has encouraged you?  Thank them and give thanks to God for that 
person. 

Is there anyone you know who needs encouraging?  Pray for them and ask God how you might 
offer encouragement to them.

May God help each one of us to be Barnabas figures – encouragers who build one another 
up in living God’s love.
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Parish Council News 
Next Parish Council meeting will be at the 
Village Hall on Tuesday 7th March 2017 at 
8pm.  We use the main hall so there is plenty 
of space, and there is also a hearing loop 
installed for the hard of hearing.  Please come 
and let the Councillors know what you would 
like to see happen in our village, and listen to 
the work being carried out.  
Parish Clerk is contactable on 01279 842803 
or email clerklittlehadham@gmail.com
Parish Council Website can be accessed via 
http://www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk

Millenium Wood News 
from Jono Forgham
From the donation the Parish Council made 
to the Friends of Millennium Wood, bird food, 
bird feeders and a screen has been erected 
so that the children and locals can watch the 
birds feeding.  Jono has also visited year 4 
from the school who were in the wood and 
a group had sat and seen birds, whilst one of 
the group had been there at the weekend to 
play in the woods with his parents and saw a 
deer feeding upon the seeds that had fallen 
to the ground. 
Campaigning still continues on the Friends of 
Millenium Wood website to raise enough funds 
to put the area into trust for the Community.

Chris Bhatt
The Little Hadham Parish Council would like 
to thank Chris Bhatt for all his help towards 
the council and the community.  Chris has now 
left to focus on work commitments.  During 
his time Chris provided invaluable advice in 
relation to insurance, and planning matters, 
and was a key figure in reviewing the current 
speeding and traffic calming issues in the 
Parish.  For the last two years, Chris and his 
wife Gillian have organised the funding and 
creation of the Christmas dinner for the older 
persons in the Parish, catering for over 60 

people each time. This means that there is 
now a vacancy to fill.  There are interesting 
times ahead with the construction of the 
A120 bypass and flood alleviation scheme 
scheduled to start next spring, traffic calming 
measures to be decided, developers seeking 
housing, and the Neighbourhood Plan being 
developed. If you would like to be considered 
for co-option to the Parish Council please 
make your interest known to the Parish Clerk.

Little Hadham Parish Council 
Financial Statement 2017-18
In the last few years Little Hadham Parish 
Council has been fortunate to receive 
additional income form the form of the “new 
homes bonus”. This extra council income has 
enabled us to enjoy buoyant financial times 
and achieve a number of things we would 
otherwise have been unable to, including 
support to numerous local organisations, 
mowing of Bury Green, locating a defibrillator 
within the parish with support from the 
Community Heart Beat Charity and kick 
starting the Neighbourhood Plan Group.  In 
2015 we received £4,599 from the New 
Homes Bonus and £5650 in 2016.  This year 
we will only receive £1000, and from next 
year no additional funding is expected.

In 2017/18 we are operating a budget of 
£26,000 to cover all expenditure in the parish. 
This will leave the council with a reserve of 
£10,000. When we look ahead, we can 
anticipate that within the next two years 
the council will be facing a deficit of £5,000 
unless additional funding is received. In light of 
this we, like many other organisations, have 
had to reprioritise how we use our resources. 
We have had to make a number of cuts; such 
as ceasing to contribute towards the local air 
ambulance, reducing our donation to Little 

continued on next page
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Parish Council News, continued from page 3

Hadham School as well as to several local 
social and sporting clubs. We have also 
significantly reduced the parish council’s 
contribution to mowing Bury Green.

The council’s discussion on the budget took 
place on Tuesday 6th December at the 
Parish Council meeting and was attended 
by local parishioners. The minutes of this 
and all council meetings can be viewed 
online at http://www.littlehadham-pc.gov.
uk/documents.html. Councillors had a 
robust discussion about where cuts should 
fall, and believe that we have made the 
best possible decisions for the good of the 
whole community. Inevitably individuals may 
be saddened by individual decisions, but our 
overriding concern must be to make the 
most effective use of the resources we have. 

Furthermore, it is our responsibility to ensure 
that the parish council is in sound financial 
health to meet the needs of our community 
both now and in the years ahead.

If you would like to get more involved in 
the work of the Parish Council please get 
in touch or come along to our monthly 
meetings held in the Village Hall at 8pm 
on the first Tuesday of every month (Jan 
and Aug excluded). We are always keen 
to encourage volunteers and currently 
have a vacancy for a new councillor. Please 
contact our Clerk for more information 
clerklittlehadham@gmail.com. All council 
meetings are open to the press and public 
and we welcome local input.

  

Wall and Floor Tiling Specialists 

We can tile any space and specialise in 
ceramic, porcelain, natural stone and 
mosaic tiles. We supply and fit or, if 
preferred, we offer a just fit  service. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us: 
 

01279 776 140 
07984 136 623 

www.connect-tiling.co.uk  
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Little Hadham & Albury Social Club
At our February meeting, our AGM, we discussed finances, entrance fee and this year’s 
events programme, amongst other matters.  We are pleased to report that the our 
finances are in good health and that the entrance fee, at least for the time being, will 
remain at just £2.50.  Our programme of events is printed on the front cover of this 
month’s parish magazine, please take the time to have a browse; hopefully there’s 
something there for everyone - we would like to see numbers increase over the year 
and a warm welcome awaits as always.  On March 14th Jane Skinner is giving a 
talk on Rural Life in Transylvania - do come along to what promises to be a very 
interesting presentation.  On April 11 we plan to go and watch a Royal Opera House 
live -stream ballet “Jewels” (check details on www.empirecinemas.co.uk). The cost per 
ticket is £15.50.  If anyone is interested I would ask you please contact me as soon as 
practically possible as tickets have to be reserved well in advance of the performance 
– the cut off date for reservations is 6th March 2017 – Carmela 01279 898591.  
Many thanks to everyone,  Carmela, Binny & Sue.

Also, our thanks to Carmela, Binnie and Sue for a very social AGM and for all 
they do on our behalf,  from all who attended Social Club Meetings.

Main dealer standards 
at independent rates.

Free local collection & delivery service
Free courtesy cars available

A J Dedman
Garage Services Ltd

Full vehicle services to manufacturer’s 
services schedules – your new car’s 
warranty is not affected
Lucas-trained engineers
Vehicle electrical problems solved
Petrol fuel injectors
Advanced diagnostic equipment
Air conditioning repair/service
Family businesses since 1972

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Unit 7,  twyFoRd BUSineSS CentRe 
BiShoP’S StoRtFoRd heRtS Cm23 3yt

Tel: 01279 758844  Fax: 01279 758849
dedmangarage@btconnect.com

All makes & models of vehicles 
MOT tested and serviced
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Little Hadham Recipe Book
I would like to introduce an idea to you for which I need your help: I would like to gather local 
recipes from Little Hadham and its vicinity to compile a recipe book for the village.  This has 
been done before by (I believe) the WI many years ago and makes very interesting reading so 
I would like to revive the idea.
Therefore I would like to invite you to send me your special family recipes that you may like to 
share with fellow villagers.  This could be a recipe that may have been passed down through 
generations or one that you have modified from a standard recipe and you feel is worthy of 
mention.  Maybe you have created your own recipe and would like to share it with the village.
It would be interesting to know what part of the parish the recipe comes from and if it has any 
history as to how it became special to you.  Obviously information needs to be fairly concise 
but I am happy to receive recipes from all categories of cooking.
I will also be trying out as many of the recipes as possible giving some feedback to you via the 
Parish Magazine.   I would like to start receiving recipes as soon as you like to:
E-mail: jan@cloudscatering.co.uk
Or send to   Mrs Jan Williamson, Clouds, Ford Hill, Little Hadham, SG11 2AZ
Inlude  Your name,  What part of the village you are from,  Name of the dish you are submitting 
and, if you want,  A brief statement as to the origin or background of your recipe.
You can of course submit more than one recipe.
I will collate all this information and hopefully create a very special cookery book called Little 
Hadham’s Family Favourites, and then hopefully sell them with proceeds going to support the 
Village Hall.  Who knows –  we could even have a fund-raising event called Little Hadham’s 
Bake Off!  Happy cooking!                  Jan williamson
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Village IT Services 
Computer Support for the  
Communities of East Herts 
 
Local Friendly Service with  
15 + Yrs Experience 

 Fault Finding, Upgrades, Reinstallation & Rebuilds 
 E-mail, Internet & Broadband Solutions 
 Home, Small Business Wireless Networks & Storage 
 Virus /Spyware Protection & Removal &  
 Backup solutions and Data Recovery 
 Scanner, Printer & Digital Camera setup 
 Software & Hardware Advice 
 Windows, Internet, MS Office Tuition in the home 

Contact  John Felstead    Tel: 01279 841145 (preferred) 
 Mob: 07900 248284     e-mail: john@villageitservices.com  www.villageitservices.com 

RATES  
(No call out charge within 15 miles of Hunsdon) 

PRIVATE  Individuals:-  
1st Hour (or Part of) £35 then £17.50 per 1/2 Hour thereafter 

(£30 per hour Concession for recipients of State Pension) 
COMMERCIAL Businesses :-  
1st Hour (or Part of) £55 then £25.00 per 1/2 Hour thereafter 
Fixed Price options & Small Business or Homeworker support 
contracts available. Please contact me for further details. 
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Nature Notes: January, February, 2017          Jonathan Forgham

A marked increase in temperatures during the day, but still cold at night has meant that I have 
been spotting the first signs of spring around the parish.

With some spare time recently, I have managed to cover many miles of footpaths, recording 
what is about, with walks back from town, one via Bury Green and Stocking Wood whilst 
another was via Hadham Hall and the footpath around the back of the school.  Also, a long 
wander to check on woods around Westland Green was undertaken on the 15th Feb.  Several 
yellowhammers were noted on the golf course along with good numbers of singing skylarks.  
Woodpeckers, both green and great spotted were either heard calling or drumming but the 
undoubted highlight was hearing the distinct call of a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker in woods at 
Pig’s Green.  I wandered into the wood to try and find this bird, the size of a greenfinch, but, after 
2 hours of searching I still had not located it.  A male bird, it only called twice.  This was a new 
bird for my parish records, one I have suspected as being present and it becomes the 108th 
bird species found in Little Hadham.  These tiny woodpeckers are specialists of the high canopy 
of deciduous trees and so February is the best time to find them, before the leaves obscure 
views.  Whilst searching for this particular bird, I flushed a woodcock from vegetation, noted a 
male sparrowhawk skulking in a silver birch, 2 buzzards overhead, nuthatch, treecreeper and 
great and blue tits.  Overhead, a party of 6 mandarin duck flew off.  I managed to get a quick 
shot (overleaf) as they disappeared towards Wellpond Green, where they can often be seen.

Local Catering Service
for

• Anniversaries •
• Birthdays •

• Christenings and Funerals •
• Dinner Parties •

Full service or delivery only
Catering equipment hire

Jan Williamson

01279 771272 / 07710 325363 
clouds-catering@tiscali.co.uk

Clouds, Ford Hill, Little Hadham, SG11 2AZ

Clouds Catering
Quality Home-made Foods

continued on page 8
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Nature Notes, continued from page 7 

Other birds observed of note have been goldcrests in Stocking 
Wood and at Hadham Hall, the barn owl along Chapel Lane 
and good parties of bullfinches along Acremore Street and in 
Millennium Wood.  This wood appears to have become an 
evening roost for over 75 fieldfare, a bird that will be soon 
heading back to its Scandinavian breeding grounds.

Moth wise, a few new for year species to the traps.  I have been 
granted permission from local landowners to run traps on their 
land: thank you to David Harvey and Michael Harvey for this, 

so I shall be trapping new sites this year.  I always endeavour to alert locals to where I place 
the trap so they are not concerned by the light or car movements late at night.  Areas I plan 
to run the trap this year are along the footpaths near Bury Green, Stocking Wood, Millennium 
Wood, Millfield Lane, Westland Green, Hadham Hall and the footpath east, as well as woods 
around Westland Green.  Just for residents’ information, my car is a black Rover estate, KN54. 
I tweet the local East Herts Rural Police of the whereabouts of the trap.  If anyone wishes for 
more details or has concerns, please do contact me on jforgham@hotmail.com.

The total moths trapped in 2017 is now approaching 100, made up of 12 species, which is 
pretty good for this time of year.  See the diary for the next local moth night in Millennium 

continued on page 17
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Rural Ramblings           Cherry mardell

Our 14 remaining chickens are getting mighty bored.  Having had a life dedicated to eating 
all our prize flowers, chasing every wildlife bird away so they could consume the bird food 
themselves…and using our entire garden as one big lavatorial extravaganza, they have been 
cooped up in their house and barn for nearly two months.

It’s all due to avian flu, a wild bird disease which has arrived from the continent brought here 
by foreign birds (arriving, perhaps, to enjoy free NHS?). 

Joking apart, it is a disastrous disease and has already resulted in many thousands of UK 
chickens (and commercial turkeys) having to be killed because they contracted it.  At the last 
count there were more than a dozen cases across the country, including a number of swans.

Even ‘backyard flocks’, such as mine, have to be securely contained, unable to fraternize with 
wild birds.  And, being a law abiding person I’ve stuck to the rules.

However, the same can’t be said for everyone – even locally.  I regularly pass by one field where 
the chickens are still roaming freely.  And if, by some ghastly chance, those chickens do catch 
the flu, chances are everyone else’s chickens, within a certain area, will have to be put down 
to contain the outbreak.

Now I’ll climb down from this soapbox and clamber up on another.  Why, oh why, do ‘special 
offers’ only apply to ‘new’ customers?  Take the AA.  As regular AA members for many, many 

 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk

Little Hadham 
Primary School
‘Believing and Achieving’

Excellent opportunities for 
pupils aged 3-11 years

Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

for more details

A ‘Good’ school where children 
flourish OFSTED 2014

www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

continued on next page
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The grass at Bury Green 

Rural Ramblings, continued from page 9

The Parish Council and the residents of Bury Green would like to thank Carmela Piccolo for her 
hard work in recent years organising the cutting of the green.  Carmela has taken responsibility 
for local fundraising for this project and organising the mowing each season.  Sadly Carmela is 
no longer able to continue in this role. 

The council understands that in light of necessary parish council cuts (see pages 3/4) residents 
may wish to continue to fund and organise summer mowing of the Green.  If anyone in the 
community feels able to volunteer to take on this role then please get in contact with the Parish 
Clerk at clerklittlehadham@gmail.com.

years, we were eventually paying a huge amount annually to fully cover our vehicles.  But if you 
are joining for the first time, it’s a giveaway price.  So we quit.  The National Trust is another 
example.  We became members a few years ago but found, with the best will in the world, that 
once we had visited those within easy striking distance of home, we didn’t lead the kind of life 
that allowed us the time to travel all over the UK to see others.  So we quit.  But, potential new 
members are offered great sweeteners to encourage them to join.

Shouldn’t companies encourage existing members rather than offering all the freebies to new ones?

CLOCKTOWER

Apple Mac sales
Repairs
Service

Data rescue
Upgrades

Jute house
85a Bradford Street
Bocking, Cm7 9AU

01376 340579
www.clocktower.co.uk
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Little Hadham
Neighbourhood Plan

The big task over the past few weeks has been to complete the Character Assessment. This is a document that 
describes the distinct appearance and feel of Little Hadham. We are recording  all the physical features, the 
landscape, the characteristics, and the buildings, that give the village its distinctiveness and unique identity. 
So, in 2 groups, we have braved the cold and the mud to explore just about every road and footpath of 
every hamlet of Little Hadham. 

Interesting facts about Little Hadham include –
 Hadham Hall originally dates from Tudor times, and became a school until 1992

 There are 26 listed buildings around the Ash at the traffic lights

 Some of the previous use of buildings in the village include – a police station next to the village 
 hall and a butcher’s shop just round the corner by the bridge over the river. 

What’s coming up?
We are currently investigating whether the Plan should allocate any suitable sites for potential development 
of a small number of homes; in order to protect the Parish from potential wider strategic policies. And we 
are also looking at carrying out a Housing Needs Survey to establish the real needs of residents. 

We are also going to start work on a Vision for Little Hadham. This will be a statement where we set out 
what we want Little Hadham to be like over the next 15/20 years, based on all the ideas you gave us.

If any of you have more ideas on this, or would like to find out more, please let us know. You can contact 
us at: littlehadhamnp@gmail.com We also usually meet the last Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm at 
the Village Hall.

Things everyone can help with number 2: Dog Poo

Another issue raised by lots of residents in the survey was the problem of dog poo not being cleared up.

Many of us are dog lovers, even if we don’t own a dog. We invest money, food, insurance, vets bills, and time 
with walking our dogs. The right to own a dog goes with responsibilities, including clearing up your dog’s 
poo. The Parish Council will be discussing this issue, and looking at options. But, in the meantime, keep Little 
Hadham free of dog poo, and help the community.

How?
1. Buy a pack of doggie bags and keep them with you when you go for walks. Different types of doggie 
bags are available at your local pet shop, many attach to the lead and come with handy dispensers. 

2. If you are out on a walk and either forget or run out of bags, try to find something on the ground that could 
work, such as a large and sturdy leaf, or a stick that you can use to at least move the poo off of the footpath.

3. If the thought of picking up poo with your hand makes you squeamish, or if you have trouble bending 
over or stooping, a pooper scooper is a good alternative for picking up your dog’s poo.

4. Please don’t put your dog poo in a bag and then just leave it on the ground or hanging from a tree! Please 
take it home with you and dispose of it. 

For more tips have a look here http://www.wikihow.com/Pick-Up-Dog-Poop
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What’s on in March           in the Village hall unless otherwise stated

Coming soon

12

6-10, Isabel Hospice Make a Will  Week.
Your chance to make sure your family is  
provided for.  Go to www.isabelhospice.org.uk 
for a full list of local solicitors.

7 Tue, Parish Council meeting, 8pm. We use 
the main hall so there is plenty of space, and 
there is also a hearing loop installed for the 
hard of hearing.  Please come and let the 
Councillors know what you would like to see 
happen in our village, and listen to the work 
being carried out. 

14 Tue, LH&A Social Club, Jane Skinner is 
giving a talk on Rural Life in Transylvania - do 
come along to what promises to be a very 
interesting presentation.  

15 Wed, Hadhams’ History Soc, 8pm, LH 
Village Hall, ‘The Admiral’s Walk’ – the History 
of a Hoddesdon Street, by Richard Thomas, 
who has extensive knowledge of the Town.

16 Thur, 3rd Thursday Lunch,  formerly the 
Way Inn. If you haven’t been yet, do come 
along on the 3d Thursday from 12.30 at 
the Village Hall. Enjoy soup, a roll, Carmela’s 
Italian special, tea, coffee and biscuits and of 
course a good natter in good company.  No 
need to book.
18 Sat, Amici Cantate, see poster on page13

18 Sat, Spring songs with Bishop’s Stortford 
Choral Society, 7.30pm, Methodist Church, 
South Street, BS.  A range of folk songs and 
spirituals by Rutter, Vaughan Williams and 
Tippett. Tickets are available on the door, or 
in advance from Bishop’s Stortford Tourist 
Information Office, Market Square.  There will 
be a collection at the concert for Bishop’s 
Stortford Winter Night Shelter, which closed its 
doors for this winter at the end of February 
but is aiming to continue supporting its 
vulnerable clients.  For more information about 
the concert or joining the Choral Society go to 

www.singwithbscs.org.uk

21 Tue, LH& A Garden Club AGM and Nature 
talk by Jonathan Forgham, 7.45 for 8pm.  We 
will collect subscriptions which are only £10 
for the year, non-members welcome £3 per 
meeting, and launch our events for 2017-
18.  There will be nibbles and wine and good 
company.  See you there.

24 Fri, Local Moth Night, as from 6.30pm, 
Millennium Wood.
25 Sat, Farmers’ Market, 8.30 - 11.30

26 Sun, Daylight Saving Starts.  Put your 
clocks on one hour.
30 Thur, Whist Drive.  If you want to learn 
how to play, contact Ross Barron on 771694.

E H G D S L T I R

D R L T G I H E S

S I T R E H L D G

G S R I H D E T L

L E I S T G D R H

T D H L R E G S I

I L S G D T R H E

R T E H L S I G D

H G D E I R S L T

solution to last month’s Sudoku

April 7&8 BSCC Variety Show, see p13.

April 16, Easter Sunday 11a.m. Easter Egg 
Hunt in Millennium Wood.

April 23 Open Day, Easton Lodge, p20.

.April 24, Hadhams’ History Soc. 8:pm in 
the  Green Room, Much Hadham Village Hall. 
“The Pickett Family of Kettle Green Farm”, by 
Angela Kenny.  A tale of Angela’s family who 
formerly farmed in Little and Much Hadham.

May 11-13 Much Hadham Drama Group 
“The Ladykillers” dir. Maggie Smith.  p 18.

May 19 Jack May Charity Golf Day, p17.



NOTICEBOARD

13

Amici Cantate presents:

“AS THE DAYS GO BY” 
Choral music and readings on a theme of day, 
night, morning, evening and the passing of time; 

featuring a broad range of music including extracts 
from Faure’s Requiem, madrigals from Spain and 

england, spirituals and contemporary
choral classics.

in aid of “Alzheimer’s Research”

Saturday 18th March, 7:00pm
St. Andrew’s Church, Church Lane,
Much Hadham, HERTS, SG10 6DH

tickets: Adult: £10    Child (under 16): £5    
Bookings:  Amici ticket Secretary on 01279 

506773 or email 
tickets@amicicantate.org.uk

Online from 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/amicicantate  

13

St Cecilia’s Churchyard 
clear-up

Help is needed to carry out the spring
clear-up  of the Churchyard at St Cecilia’s. 
 If you can spare half an hour (or an hour) 

please join us at the Church:

10am  Saturday 
1st April  2017

Any young people undertaking the
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

or similar challenges are especially 
invited.

jobs to be done:  grass cutting, 
bonfire, clean windows, tidy churchyard

free tea, coffee and cakes
Please come along & help your local Church

FOUND

A ‘Fitbit’ or similar has been found. 
 If you think it is yours please email 

the editor on 

htfp@clocktower.co.uk

 and you will be put in touch with the 
person who found it.

BSCC Variety Show 
Little hadham Village hall 

Friday & Saturday 7th and 8th April 
7.30pm for 8pm.

 Cost £17.50 per head to include 
fish and chips or chicken and chips 

supper,  bar with waiter service. 

tickets can be obtained from 
david Reynolds on 07787 747760.

Heating Oil Syndicate  Folks our next order for heating oil will be submitted during the first week of March - if you would like to join the oil syndicate do please get in touch it’s FREE and everyone is welcome to join - cam2403@hotmail.co.uk - we make good savings by buying collectively.   Many thanks, Carmela
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Millennium Wood News
On Sunday 19th Feb a large work party completed all the tasks planned for this winter.  Ground 
was prepared for spring sowing of wild flower seeds, whilst others cut back brambles that were 
taking over several areas of the wood.  The gate nearest to Bury Green was cleared of invasive 
blackthorn and brambles and all in all, a great success.  Once the work was completed we met 
around the fire that had been lit earlier and cooked sausages, Turkish garlic sausages, peppers 

and  mushrooms which we enjoyed with flat breads and 
bread buns.  To conclude, the children, 6 of them, toasted 
marshmallows on sticks.  A super time was had by all 
and the wood will certainly benefit from all the hard 
work we have put in since October.  Now is the time 
to allow the wood to grow into spring. Buds are already 
forming on the willows whilst catkins are evident on the 
hazel.  With the warmer temperatures of late, spring is 

just around the corner.  The next 2 events in the wood are: a) Moth night on Friday 24th March, 
meet at 6.30pm where we may well have a fire and sit around chatting and drinking whilst the 
moths fly to the traps, and b) Easter Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday16th April beginning at 11am. 
As always, all welcome to both events. There will be a form being circulated regarding the Egg 
Hunt so we can resource the occasion accordingly.  Thank you to all the helpers throughout 
the winter, the wood looks a lot healthier for our endeavours and on many visits I have been 
pleased to note families playing and wandering around the wood.  Excellent to see. 

all treework

hedges

stump removal

seasoned logs

wood chippings

kindling

free estimates

fully insured

 

• LOGO DESIGN & RE-BRANDING

• LEAFLETS, FLYERS, POSTERS, BROCHURES

• BESPOKE GIFT POSTERS AND CARDS

• TYPESETTING

• WEB DESIGN

• DIGITAL & PRINTED ADVERTISING

f r i e n d l y ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e s i g n  s e r v i c e

Have a look at my online portfolio & contact me on: 
www.annemwright.com  |  me@annemwright.com 

AW
ANNE WRIGHT GRAPHIC DESIGN
w w w . a n n e m w r i g h t . c o m
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Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club

Our December Annual Social evening, with excellent 
food and drink provided by the members, was well 
concluded by a local quiz set by Peter Reed.  He 
certainly caught some of us out!  The Mission Hall, 

where we met, provided a very convivial atmosphere and a thoroughly enjoyable evening 
was had by all.  Our Annual General Meeting in January, was also well attended and this was 
very encouraging, as last year’s January AGM had to be re-arranged.  I am very pleased to 
announce that Vie Carter was elected treasurer to replace Alan Love who resigned due to 
pressure of work.  All 2016 committee members were thanked for their contributions and 
those re-standing were duly elected for the coming year. The 2017 programme is available on 
www.thehadhamshistorysociety.org.uk.  As in previous years, we have tried to cover a range of 
historical interests, with the main focus on this part of the county.

	  

This month we meet on Tuesday 21st March in the Village Hall (7.45 for 8.00).

Our star attraction this month is Jonathan Forgham giving us a summary of the sightings of 
birds, mammals,plants and insects in Little Hadham over the past year.  We also have our brief 
AGM, collect the subscriptions which are only £10 for the year, non-members welcome £3 per 
meeting, and launch our events for 2017-18.  There are nibbles and wine and good company.  
See you there.

     
Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

MICK’S CARPENTRY 
& PLASTERING 

SERVICES
Clean & Reliable

All Plastering, Artexing, 
Coving & Rendering 

undertaken.  Also Doors, 
Locks, Laminate Flooring, 
Repairs & Refurbishments, 

Fencing & Decking.
Tel: 01279 758708

Mob: 07811 141275
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Down at the doctor’s    dr Paul haimes

A few days after the last Parish Magazines went to press we received our Care Quality 
Commission (CQC) report following their autumn inspection and we are delighted with the result.

The CQC have four ratings; inadequate, needs improvement, good and outstanding, with less 
than 5% of practices achieving the latter grading nationally. We achieved GOOD across all 
clinical and patient domains which evaluates whether we are Safe, Caring, Responsive, Effective 
and Well-led. Each domain has a number of sub-categories and we were rated as GOOD 
across them all.  

On behalf of myself, Dr Conway and Dr Oates I would like to extend our sincere thanks 
to all our loyal and hardworking staff, and to members of the Patient Participation Group 
(PPG) who turned up on the day and contributed to our overall rating.  You can read the 
full report on the CQC website (www.cqc.org.uk) or follow the link on our own site (www.
muchhadhamhealthcentre.co.uk)  

Our Jack May Trust Fund charity golf day is going ahead on Friday 19th May and there is 
further information elsewhere in this magazine, with posters in the various surgeries and on 
our website.  Following the golf, dinner and prize giving, live “musical entertainment” will be 
provided by the What’s That Band with such illustrious musicians as me (?) along with a 
member of Much Hadham Parish Council, a previous organiser of the summer Fete (at least 
twice) and prominent members of the Green Tye players; truly a village band which will be 
warming up a few weeks earlier at the annual Prince of Wales beer festival where we will, no 
doubt, be performing some new songs for the first time. . . 

Much Hadham Tennis Club 2017 Season
Come and join our friendly club situated at Much Hadham sports ground. 
All three courts have floodlighting. We would be delighted to welcome new 
members - try us out on Club nights for mixed play on Wednesdays from 
7pm, men’s nights on Tuesdays from 8pm or ladies’ mornings on Fridays 
from 9.15am. 
Annual membership fees are very reasonable at £140 for a family, £70 for 

an adult and £15 for a junior/student.
During Easter school holidays the courts will be open for an hour at the following times for 
under 16s to come and play for free (open to members and non-members of all standards):
Tuesday 4th April at 10am
Tuesday 11th April at 10am
Rackets and balls provided and an LTA coach on hand to offer help and advice. 
A reduction in membership fee can be applied for if you are experiencing financial hardship - 
any such applications will be treated in the strictest confidence.

Contact either Sally Barra on 07981 833179/ barratribe@yahoo.co.uk or Justin Akester on 
07870 688719/ justinakester@hotmail.com
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Nature Notes, continued from page 8

Wood.  Here, a well named Spring Usher.

Over the last month, I have been busy with RSPB 
presentations in Leicester and Wendover as well offering 
a talk for Lavenham Bird Club.  Our local barn owls 
got serious recognition on Sat. 11th Feb when I was 
lucky enough to be asked to run an owl pellet dissection 
show at The Royal Institution.  Many thanks to Lilia and 

Tina for being most able assistants.  A real treat and privilege to be invited to such a famous 
institution. 

March is always an exciting month for nature watchers: the first butterflies will emerge from 
hibernation: earliest first sightings in brackets over the last 9 years in Little Hadham: Brimstone 
(15th March) Peacocks (15th March,) Small tortoiseshell (27th March) Large White (30th 
March) and, maybe some early Orange tips (7th April). Small red damselflies may be found 
near garden ponds on sunny days and several species of hoverfly can be seen basking on well 
lit leaves.

The chiffchaff is often the first migrant to start singing, a most distinctive zip zap (chiff chaff) 
call. My records over the last 9 years show that I have recorded the first singing bird between 
21st March and 28th March.

Flowers such as snowdrops and aconites are already in full bloom and these will soon be 
followed by wood anemone and primrose as well as large swathes of Dog’s mercury in the 
shade underneath beech, oak and ash trees in local woods.

As always, I am pleased to receive any details of local natural history, so please do send me any 
sightings, however common you think the creature may be and if you come across something 
unknown, do take a photos and I shall endeavour to identify it.
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The Hundred Parishes        Ken mcdonald, Secretary

Whilst the What’s On page of the Society’s website  www.hundredparishes.org.uk has an 
extensive list of events, there is no forecast of nature’s regular performances. 

At this time of the year, twiggy platforms appear in the leafless canopy of tall trees.  These 
bundles of sticks are the nests of rooks.  Each pair will gather twigs from tree top branches 
to create a sturdy nest ready to receive the 3–5 eggs which are laid in late February or early 
March.  The young hatch about sixteen days later and will fledge in just under five weeks. 
Rooks forage for earthworms and other invertebrates in fields, but those living on the edges of 
settlements will scavenge in car parks for discarded takeaways.

The black feathers of rooks glint a bluish purple in the sunlight and they are distinguished 
from other members of the crow family by the grey-white skin round the base of their beaks 
and their baggy feather trousers or plus fours.  On the ground their walk is somewhat sedate, 
but once airborne they enjoy freewheeling in the March winds, often gathering in large flocks 
alongside crows and jackdaws in an aerobatic display.

Ringing records have shown that they can live for at least 20 years and they have a strong 
affinity for family groups.  Collectively called a clamour or a parliament, rooks are a gregarious 
species communicating with a variety of harsh calls.    

There may be as many as 1.4 million pairs in the British Isles.  The majority of colonies are 
found in rural areas although within the Hundred Parishes there are some still to be found in 
the outskirts of smaller towns.  They seem to favour ash, beech, oak and sycamore trees or, 
more rarely, Scot’s pine.

Tricia Moxey, Trustee

Much Hadham Drama Group, directed by maggie Smith, will stage an 
amateur production of ‘The Ladykillers’ by Graham Lineham on 11th, 12th, 
and 13th may at 8.00pm in the Village hall, much hadham.
tickets at £9 will be available from mid-April at Londis, much hadham high 
Street, or nclarke167@aol.com (01279 842822).

 
 
 
 
 
 

J.Marshall Pest Solutions Ltd 
 
For those looking for a Fast, Professional, Safe 
Efficient more permanent Pest Solution 
 
Rats and Mice, Moles, Wasps, Flies, Bed Bugs Etc 
Locally based 
Please call John on 07725 415826 or  
01279 844956 
Email: marshallj68@me.com 
RSPH/BPCA Certified, NPTA member  

Frozen, oven ready 
pheasants
£5 per brace

Home Farm, Little Hadham 
   01279 771223
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Scouts News
As 1st Much Hadham Scouts covers Little Hadham, Bury Green, Albury and the Pelhams we 
thought you might like to know any news from the pack and what the children get up to each 
month.
Beavers have been doing their safety badge.  To help learn the green cross code they have been 
playing a traffic light game in the hut by drawing a road in chalk on the floor and then a trip 
round the village using their skills.
 The cubs have been working towards their Challenge and Skills badges this term.  We have 
been working on skills like making mug cakes and badge sewing onto our warm camp blankets. 
All the cubs enjoyed Chinese new year when James Kennard brought his amazing Chinese lions 
and the cubs got to wear the spectacular lion costume.  Erin taught us how to give and receive 
special red envelopes of money and to speak Chinese!
This past month the scouts have been working on their Navigator badge, learning about 
Ordnance survey maps , grid references and symbols.  They played various map related games 
and just for a change prepared pheasants and cooked pheasant risotto, all of which was eaten 
even by a few who declared they didn’t like pheasant despite never trying it!
If anyone would like to get involved with scouts please let me know even if it is that you have 
an interesting job and could come and talk to one of the groups one evening.  We’d love to 
hear from you.
Katie, executive committee  01279 841058

YOUR ADVERT HERE
Show your product or service 
to more than 500 homes in the 

parish of Little Hadham
This size £7.50/m

< That size £13.50/m
BUT

12 months for the price of ten

 
 

 
 
 

 
PACE ELECTRIC GATES 

 
 
 
 
 

    1 The Fairway, Bush Fair, Harlow 
             Essex, CM18 6LY 

 
 Specialists in design, manufacture and installation of 

manual and automated gates. Gate Servicing. 
 
 Including video intercom entry systems.  

 
 Staircases, balustrades, balconies and railings. 

 
 Builders Steelwork.  

 
    

Free quotations with            
no obligation 

 
 

Tel: 01279 635525 
email:sales@pacesheetmetal.co.uk 

 

Your	  local	  service	  	  
provider	  for	  liquid	  	  
waste	  removal:	  
• 	  Cesspits	  
• 	  Sep7c	  tanks	  
• 	  Klargesters	  	  
• Bio	  disks	  

Tel:	  01279	  504638	  	  Fax:	  01279	  506433	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

LTH	  Waste	  Removal	  
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News from the Gardens of Easton Lodge Preservation Trust

By the time you read this we will have had our Snowdrop Sundays – with a fabulous 
showing right across the gardens. Then, we will have our first opening of the main 
season on 23 April, St George’s day, with dragon themed children’s activities, and 
visitors will be able to see lots of new restoration work.

The walled kitchen garden has now been fully cleared and more fruit trees planted.  
We will seed it for grass as soon as the weather allows, and then set to work on 
flowers, herbs, fruit and vegetables returning it to a productive and tranquil haven. 

Over the winter we have found another overgrown Peto feature – a spring feeding a 
rill to a pond.  We have cleared it and within no time the spring filled the pond.  We 
will now be planting around the rill and pond edges and in a nearby stumpery that 
we are creating. 

For the latest news and more information about volunteering and visiting the gardens 
why not look at our weekly Thursday Garden News on our website http://www.
eastonlodge.co.uk/; or email us on enquiries@eastonlodge.co.uk; or leave us a message 
on 01371 876979?

 	  
	  

Eastwick Lodge, Harlow CM20 2QT 
 

    *  Large range of Poultry Feed &  
        Accessories. 
    *  Dog & Cat Food 
    *  Animal Feed 
    *  Litter, Bedding, Toys & Accessories 
    *  Kennels, Hutches & Chicken Runs 
    *  Small Animal Food & Sundries 
    *  Fish Food & Sundries 
    *  Large Selection of Bird Food, Nest  
        Boxes, Feeders etc. 
    *  Frozen Meats, Chicks, Mice & Rats 
    *  Hay, Straw, Woodchip & Haylage 
    *  Salt (25Kg) for Dishwashers/Water 
        Softeners 
 

All at great prices! 
 

Also on site: Veterinary Surgery, Tack Shop 
& Cycle Shop 

01279 442388 
www.eastwicklodge.co.uk 

Open 7 days. Deliveries arranged. 
On the A414 to Hertford	  
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Today I Litter-Picked along the River Ash
A Popped balloon 

Parts of broken Pots
A Pint glass

Bottles Plastic and glass 
A toy Pony

Ping-Pong balls
dented cans of Pop 

A no longer Played with racket
And an assortment of discarded

Plastic Paraphernalia
But no river.

who has stolen our river?

Is it common for the river to disappear in Little Hadham?  If you have any information on how 
often this happens and who may be using this water I would love to hear from you.
Please contact Janine – representing the Herts and Middlesex wildlife Trust as River Champion 
for the River Ash on: 07870466691 or at: J9ofwidford@aol.com

•	 LIGHT	SUSSEX	CHICKENS
•	 PEKIN	BANTAMS
•	 MINIATURE	SILKIES

Claudia	Audley
07796	531071

info@burygreenpoultry.co.uk
The	Bury,	Bury	Green
Little	Hadham,	Herts

SG11	2HE
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Message from your County Councillor, Graham McAndrew 

Exciting opportunities are available for all members of the community to 
become apprentices in the county this year.  The Hertfordshire Apprenticeship 
Alliance has been developed by Hertfordshire County Council; its ambition 
is to increase the availability and breadth of Apprenticeships whether you 
are a school leaver, looking for a career change or to develop skills and experience you 
already have. 
Hertfordshire County Council is one of the first authorities nationally to set up such 
an alliance, joining forces with public sector bodies such as district councils, the police, 
fire service, NHS, Local Enterprise Partnership and training providers to maximise the 
opportunities and benefits of the levy.   From April, the way the Government funds 
apprenticeships in England is changing.  All employers with an annual pay bill of more 
than £3million will be required to invest in apprenticeships by paying the apprenticeship 
levy.  Changes to the apprenticeship criteria will also mean that from April 2017, 
apprenticeship training funded from the Levy account will be available to all age groups 
studying qualifications equivalent to NVQ levels 2-7. 
For more details on the Hertfordshire Apprenticeship Alliance, email HAA@hertfordshire.
gov.uk.

Working Together to Combat Flytipping
Found a Fly tip?  Report It to East Herts Council – But don’t touch!  If you discover fly tipped 
waste call the council on 01279 655261 and ask for Environmental Operations or email 
operations.admin@eastherts.gov.uk.  Please take photos but don’t touch the fly tip as there 
may be hazardous material such as asbestos.  Don’t remove any evidence and notify us 
straight away so our officers can attend and investigate.   Moving fly tips to another location 
could get you in trouble for fly tipping the waste yourself.
Fly tips on private land
The council can’t remove fly tips on private land but if there is evidence we will investigate. 
Unless absolutely necessary please don’t move the fly tip until the council has investigated.
Fly Tipping in progress? – call 999 .

LOCAL

PROFESSIONAL

CARPET  &  UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

01279-776012

07971-786123

Hadham AGA Services Ltd
For all your AGA needs

36 years’ experience with a main agency
Contact Tony on

Tel: 07969 850758
Email: tony@hadhamagaservices.com

www.hadhamagaservices.com

continued on next page



Please go ‘paper-free’
Choose the green version 

of the Parish News by 
choosing to receive your 

copy online.

Email your address with 
‘Paper-free’ in the 

subject line to
htfp@clocktower.co.uk
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Message from Graham McAndrew, continued 

Remember: don’t approach any individuals or put yourself in danger.   If you witness fly tipping 
actually taking place call the police on 999 and give as much detail as possible  If you see fly 
tipping or fly tipped rubbish, let the council know.  Any information you can provide will greatly 
assist in the fight against this illegal activity.  It would be helpful if you could record as much 
detail as possible.  A description of the persons involved and a registration number of a vehicle 
are particularly useful.   If you can take photos please do so.
Getting waste removed – It’s a Crime not to Care
To make sure you stay on the right side of the law and avoid a fine, ensure that anybody who’s 
going to take your waste is a registered waste carrier, so do some checks:
• Ask to see their waste carrier licence registration certificate 
• Ask for a receipt detailing where the waste is going, vehicle details, carrier’s authorisation number
• Phone 08708 506 506 and ask for a waste carrier validation check for the person
• You can check online at https://environment.data.gov.uk/public-register/view/search-
waste-carriers-brokers.

Last Contribution to Parish Mag Prior to the Elections 
This will be my last contribution to the Parish Magazine prior to the county council elections 
in May.  Should I be returned I will make further contributions and in the event that I don’t 
return I would like to thank everybody within the Little Hadham Parish I have worked with over 
the past 4 years.  I have had an enjoyable time but needless to say there have been some 
interesting challenges over the years within the parish to deal with……!

•		Huge	choice	of	doors	worktops,	
appliances,	sinks	&	taps

•		Made	to	measure	custom-built		
doors	and	units

•		Save	£1000s	with	a	makeover

•		Installed	by	local	skilled	tradesman

EST.
1999

Visit	our	showroom:
Units	3	&	5,	Star	Street,	Ware,	
Hertfordshire,	SG12	7AA

sg@dreamdoors.co.uk
dreamdoors.co.uk

PLEASE	CALL:

01920 463302

Brighten up your kitchen
QUALITY 
KITCHEN 
FACELIFTS

®

Before



There is a service of Holy Communion every Wednesday at 10.30am at St Andrew’s

March diary for Little Hadham and Albury
(part of the Ash and Quin Valleys’ team incorporating

much hadham, Braughing, Furneux and Stocking Pelham.)

The Register:  There have been no entries in the Register this month

Editor : Jan Finn, Jute House, 85a Bradford Street, Bocking Essex, CM7 9AU e-mails:  htfp@clocktower.co.uk
All articles for inclusion; sponsorship; and payment for advertising in the next issue

must be received by the18th of the month.  (cheques payable to Little Hadham PCC) 
Little hadham Parish news is distributed free by St Cecilia’s church

Prayer Chain
Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive prayer requests.

Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will be forwarded to 
the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a period of time. 

All requests will be confidential.

Please ring anytime:  Janet: 842671,  Karin: 771532

1 Wednesday   Ash Wednesday
8.00pm   Holy Communion and Imposition Ashes

5 Sunday    Lent 1
9.15am    Holy Communion, Much Hadham
11.15am    Holy Communion,  St Mary’s,  Albury

12 Sunday   Lent 2
9.15am     Holy Communion, Much Hadham
11.15am    Holy Communion, St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham

19 Sunday   Lent 3
9.15am     Holy Communion, Much Hadham
11.15am      Family Holy Communion,  St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham

26 Sunday   Mothering Sunday
9.15am    Holy Communion, Much Hadham
11.15am   Holy Communion, St Mary’s,  Albury

29 Wednesday   Mid Week Communion

10.00am   Mid Week Communion, St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham


