
Little Hadham 
Parish News

February 2017

Mrs Karin Green
01279 - 771532

gouldburn.green@outlook.com

Mr Don Gibson
01279 – 771325,  0782 1019196

dfg-at-priors@lineone.net

Churchwardens

Rector of Parish: Revd. Steve Bate  
01279 842609

e-mail: muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com

Rector of Braughing: Revd. Julie Gawthrope
01920 823832

e-mail: julie.gawthrope@ntlworld.com

Log on to www.littlehadham.com for issues dating back to May 2006



22

Letter from the Rectory          Revd. Steve Bate

There’s a phrase that keeps appearing in the life of our church - you can see 
it on our church’s literature and you’ll hear me mention it often in my sermons. 
What is it? It’s ‘Living God’s love.’  Living God’s love is the vision statement that we 
share with the other churches across our Diocese of St Albans.  It’s a punchy way 
of conveying what we’re called to be as a church – to be people who live God’s love.  We live 
God’s love by receiving God’s love and we live God’s love by sharing God’s love with others.  Our 
church is here to fulfil that vision of living God’s love by seeing flourishing, Christ-centred church 
communities, inspiring people of all ages and backgrounds to discover the God who is Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, and to grow in their relationship with him and respond to his transforming 
love through serving others. 
‘Living God’s love’ is what we’re here for and the ways in which we seek to fulfil that vision are 
summed up in three short statements of our purpose:

• Going Deeper into God
• Making New Disciples
• Transforming Communities

We go deeper into God as we help people grow in their personal faith, improve the quality of 
our worship and as we encourage people to take part in pilgrimages and other times away 
like Christian festivals. 
We make new disciples – followers of Jesus Christ – as we grow the faith of children and young 
people, offer courses for those wanting to know more about the Christian faith, reach out and 
welcome those unconnected with church, and create fresh expressions and pioneer ministries 
– new ways of worshipping God and connecting with people.
We transform our communities as we confront injustice, as we engage in social action that 
addresses our local needs, we protect those who are vulnerable and we protect the environment.
Our church is in the process of updating its Mission Action Plan.  This is how we identify the 
specific areas that we are being called to focus upon at this time – prayerfully discerning our 
priorities.  From those priorities will emerge the specific things we will be doing – our objectives.
Interwoven through every stage of this process are our values – the qualities that are important 
to us.  During the season of Lent there will be an opportunity to grapple with the four values. 
Our Lent course takes place on 8, 15, 22 and 29 March and 5 April in the Sports Pavillion at 
Much Hadham.  Each week we look into one of our four values and in the final week we reflect 
on how we live out those values where we are. 

Week 1:  Living God’s Love with Generosity;
Week 2: Living God’s Love with Joy 
Week 3: Living God’s Love with Imagination 
Week 4:  Living God’s Love with Courage 
Week 5: Living God’s Love for the Sake of the World

It’s my prayer that this course will renew and refresh our vision of God’s purposes for 
us as disciples of Jesus Christ in this Parish and help us to live out those values 
of generosity, joy, imagination and courage in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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Parish Council News 

Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club

Little Hadham & Albury Social Club

Next Parish Council meeting will be at the 
Village Hall on Tuesday 7th February 2017 
at 8pm.  We use the main hall so there is 
plenty of space, and there is also a hearing 
loop installed for the hard of hearing.  Please 
come and let the Councillors know what you 

would like to see happen in our village, and 
listen to the work being carried out.  
Parish Clerk is contactable on 01279 842803 
or email clerklittlehadham@gmail.com.
Parish Council Website can be accessed via 
http://www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk.

We have another of our lunchtime meetings this month on Tuesday 21st February at the 
Village Hall.  Angela Whiting is coming to talk to us about Alpines.  The talk will start about 
1.00 but we have our Ploughman’s lunch before at 12.00.  Please book your Ploughman’s with 
Karin on 771532.

Our February meeting is classed as our AGM so we shall discuss our programme of forthcoming 
events during 2017 and other matters relating to finance, etc.  Please come along we shall be 
serving wine & nibbles - be great to see good numbers.  Everyone is welcome, bring a friend – 
Tuesday 14th February @ 8pm. – more info – 01279 898591…Thank you, Carmela

Antiques Fair
an established fair known for its 
wide range of quality antiques, 

jewellery, Victoriana, china, glass, 
pictures, prints and lots more.

Sunday Feb 12
9.30 - 4.00

Little Hadham Village Hall
(signposted off the A120 between
Puckeridge & Bishop’s Stortford)

Admission £1
Free on production of this advert

Refreshments & Hot meals 
available

  

Wall and Floor Tiling Specialists 

We can tile any space and specialise in 
ceramic, porcelain, natural stone and 
mosaic tiles. We supply and fit or, if 
preferred, we offer a just fit  service. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us: 
 

01279 776 140 
07984 136 623 

www.connect-tiling.co.uk  
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Nature Notes: December – January 2017          Jonathan Forgham

A period of very sharp, frosty weather means a lot of our local nature has ground to an 
enforced halt and those that are still about have had a struggle to survive.

Bird wise, red kites have been forced into the village in search of carrion, with at least one 
and often two, seen circling for carrion along the Ash Valley, especially over the hill opposite 
the Nag’s Head where rabbits and pheasants will be their target.  However, at this time of 
year, a meal is not to be missed and one kite was noted on the road near the golf course 
polishing off a road killed rabbit on the 24th December.  Buzzards, likewise, will take anything 
on offer at present and appear to be in constant battle for air space with carrion crows, rooks 
and jackdaws.  Tawny owls continue their territorial and courtship calling as from dusk with a 
splendid specimen noted on the 7th Jan in Millennium Wood, perched on the box containing 
the safety rope for the long dried up pond.  It only flew off as I raised my phone for a photo 
whilst I was mothing in the wood.

Many birds move to gardens at this time of year, notably bullfinches, greenfinches and coal tits. 
Overhead at home, a large flock of linnets roost in trees on Brick Kiln Hill as from 3.30pm and 
flocks of goldfinches can be noted flying overhead just before sunrise. 

Mentioning greenfinches reminds me to request that we all keep our bird feeders clean and 
regularly washed over winter. Trichomonosis is a disease caused by the parasite Trichomonas 
gallinae and has been responsible for a rapid decline in greenfinch and chaffinch numbers. It is 

Main dealer standards 
at independent rates.

Free local collection & delivery service
Free courtesy cars available

A J Dedman
Garage Services Ltd

Full vehicle services to manufacturer’s 
services schedules – your new car’s 
warranty is not affected
Lucas-trained engineers
Vehicle electrical problems solved
Petrol fuel injectors
Advanced diagnostic equipment
Air conditioning repair/service
Family businesses since 1972

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Unit 7,  twyFoRd BUSineSS CentRe 
BiShoP’S StoRtFoRd heRtS Cm23 3yt

Tel: 01279 758844  Fax: 01279 758849
dedmangarage@btconnect.com

All makes & models of vehicles 
MOT tested and serviced

continued on page 14
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Down at the doctor’s    dr Paul haimes

It is with great sadness that I announce the death of Mrs Gina May in early January, something that 
I expect a lot of you are already aware. Gina was a great friend and supporter of Much Hadham 
Health Centre and especially the Jack May Trust Fund, named after her husband, of which she was 
one of the inaugural trustees. She has organised a number of fund raising events, particularly the 
trumpet concerts in both Hunsdon and Much Hadham Churches, over the years and will be sorely 
missed. As she would have wished, we are forging ahead with our planned golf day in the spring and 
there will be more details of this in next month’s magazines, plus posters in the various surgeries.

Now for some boring but necessary business. Alison Walker, our new nurse, started on 9th January 
and Natalie, Jennings, our new GP, is due to begin on 1st February. The Health Visitors will now only 
be at Much Hadham Health Centre on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays each month. Our receptionists 
have asked, once again, that as many of you as possible let us have your mobile numbers and 
e-mail addresses for ease of communication.

Next we have Poogate! A particular dog, we think a rather large one, has recently taken to fouling 
the grass around the Health Centre in a number of places. This has continued despite us placing 
signs strategically around our site, is a health hazard and totally unacceptable. Maybe the owner 
wishes to raise a complaint but we feel this is a rather unorthodox way of doing so! Should it 
continue, we will have no choice but to inform the appropriate authority.

And finally, the Care Quality Commision (CQC).  At the time of writing we have not received our 
final report from the October inspection but I am pleased to say that the interim one is very 
encouraging. Hopefully, more of this next time.

Village IT Services 
Computer Support for the  
Communities of East Herts 
 
Local Friendly Service with  
15 + Yrs Experience 

 Fault Finding, Upgrades, Reinstallation & Rebuilds 
 E-mail, Internet & Broadband Solutions 
 Home, Small Business Wireless Networks & Storage 
 Virus /Spyware Protection & Removal &  
 Backup solutions and Data Recovery 
 Scanner, Printer & Digital Camera setup 
 Software & Hardware Advice 
 Windows, Internet, MS Office Tuition in the home 

Contact  John Felstead    Tel: 01279 841145 (preferred) 
 Mob: 07900 248284     e-mail: john@villageitservices.com  www.villageitservices.com 

RATES  
(No call out charge within 15 miles of Hunsdon) 

PRIVATE  Individuals:-  
1st Hour (or Part of) £35 then £17.50 per 1/2 Hour thereafter 

(£30 per hour Concession for recipients of State Pension) 
COMMERCIAL Businesses :-  
1st Hour (or Part of) £55 then £25.00 per 1/2 Hour thereafter 
Fixed Price options & Small Business or Homeworker support 
contracts available. Please contact me for further details. 

all treework

hedges

stump removal

seasoned logs

wood chippings

kindling

free estimates

fully insured
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Nominations now open for Rural Living Awards
Hertfordshire’s environment and community are under constant threat, which is why CPRE 
Hertfordshire’s Rural Living Awards seek to recognise and reward work done by groups, 
individuals and businesses to improve life and enhance the environment in Hertfordshire’s 
villages and its countryside. See photos on next page.

With two categories, Community and Environment, the judges look for innovative projects that 
unite rural communities, benefit the community and promote access to the countryside.  There 
are also awards for young people, adults and businesses that make outstanding contributions 
to rural life 

Last year it was good to have 22 entries for these awards but we know that there is so much 
more happening across Hertfordshire that needs to be publicly acknowledged.  If you would 
like to put a group, an individual or a business forward for consideration by our experienced 
judges then now is the time to think about downloading a nomination form and completing 
the information.   If you do not feel able to complete the form yourself please pass details 
on so that the person, project or business can consider self nominating.  You can also help by 
sharing the information with people you know as they may be aware of someone or something 
which deserves to be nominated.  A nomination form and criteria can be downloaded from the 
website www.cpreherts.org.uk/awards.  

Supported by Hertfordshire Life, the Hertfordshire Mercury and Hertfordshire County Council

Local Catering Service
for

• Anniversaries •
• Birthdays •

• Christenings and Funerals •
• Dinner Parties •

Full service or delivery only
Catering equipment hire

Jan Williamson

01279 771272 / 07710 325363 
clouds-catering@tiscali.co.uk

Clouds, Ford Hill, Little Hadham, SG11 2AZ

Clouds Catering
Quality Home-made Foods
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(above) Ver Valley Action Group working on the Frogmore Deflector 
(below) Volunteers working at Heartwood Forest, and (bottom) filming for Countryfile
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We have some 
space to fill, so here 

is a

SU DOKU

Complete this 
grid so that each 
row, column and 
block of 9 squares 

contains the 
letters of the words

RED LIGHTS
Only one answer – 
no need to guess

E G L

D R T G E

R G

G S R I D

L E G S I

I T

T L S G D

E S T

 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk

Little Hadham 
Primary School
‘Believing and Achieving’

Excellent opportunities for 
pupils aged 3-11 years

Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

for more details

A ‘Good’ school where children 
flourish OFSTED 2014

www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk
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Stephen Ruff ’s illustrated talk “The Buntingford 
Line, Part 2”, started at Mardock’s Station –(aka 
Mardock’s for Wareside), situated near the former 
mill on the Ash, and about ½ mile from the village.  

The station was accessed by private road and passengers from here became very rare, 
typically 1 a day, and about 15 in the school holidays.  The station was closed to passengers 
in 1964 and the track was finally lifted in 1966.   Old photographs of the area included the 
platform, the highest signal on the line and a loading gauge (set to the lowest bridge). The 
former station master’s house, now a private residence,  accessed by a farm track and bridge 
over the river Ash, is surrounded by lands of the long standing Buxton family. The station 
platform was still in place in 1974, but is no more.  Mardock’s Station was slightly higher 
than the one at St Margaret’s and the line continued to rise slightly as it followed the River 
Ash valley to Widford Station.  The latter was located by the present coal yard i.e. just east 
of the B1004 road bridge.  Being also very near to the river, the site frequently flooded.  The 
gradient from Hadham to Widford was sufficient for engine driver Ernie Castle to free wheel 
all the way and sometimes trains had difficulty in stopping, particularly if there were leaves 
on the line!  Widford Station also served Hunsdon, and Stephen described some of the very 
interesting old buildings in Widford and Hunsdon in his well illustrated talk, which was much 
appreciated by the audience.

The society’s website www.thehadhamshistorysociety.org.uk has the 2017 Programme of 
Events and is updated regularly as necessary.
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Make Your Voice Heard – Stansted Night Flights Consultation

Issued by Stop Stansted Expansion – 17 January 2017
Following the publication last week of Government proposals for the regulation of 
night flights at Stansted Airport over the next five years, Stop Stansted Expansion 
(SSE) is urging local district, parish and town councils and individual local residents to 
make their voice heard and help reduce the noise impacts of night-time flights in and 
out of Stansted.
Stansted currently has permission for 12,000 night flights a year, more than twice as 
many as are permitted at Heathrow.  SSE has long argued to the Government that 
night flights have a far greater impact on local residents around Stansted because of 
its rural location where background noise levels at night are generally very low. 
Furthermore, the 12,000 annual limit applies only to the 6½ hours from 11.30pm 
to 6.00am whereas the normal definition of ‘night’ is the 8 hours from 11.00pm to 
7.00am.  Moreover, a large number of Stansted’s night flights are large, noisy cargo 
aircraft, many of which are very old.  Unsurprisingly, these give rise to a disproportionately 
high level of noise complaints.
The Government proposes to maintain the present night limit on aircraft movements 
at Stansted whilst at the same time removing the current exemption for less noisy 
aircraft and adjusting the movements limit accordingly. This aspect of the Government’s 
proposals is welcome since the number of exempt aircraft has been increasing at 
Stansted Airport in recent years and all aircraft movements at night – the least 
noisy as well as the most noisy – create noise nuisance and cause widespread sleep 
disturbance for local residents.
SSE’s main criticism of the Government’s latest night flights proposals is that they do 
not go nearly far enough to tackle the very serious impacts of night flights in terms of 
sleep disturbance for local residents around Stansted and under flight paths. 
SSE is calling for:
An unequivocal Government commitment to phase out all night flights at Stansted by 
2030, except in the case of genuine emergencies;
In the meantime, for the annual limit on Stansted night flights to apply, not just from 
11.30pm to 6.00am, but from 11.00pm to 7.00am, so that ‘night’ truly means ‘night’, 
as defined by the World Health Organisation (WHO)’s Guidelines on Community 
Noise;
A radical overhaul of the current ‘averaging’ method for measuring aircraft noise so 
that the  official Government noise statistics start to represent what people actually 
have to endure;
An immediate ban on all night time aircraft landings at Stansted from using reverse 
thrust, except in the case of genuine emergencies.
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Little Hadham
Neighbourhood Plan

Happy New Year from everyone on the Little Hadham Neighbourhood Plan Group, we hope 
you all had a lovely Christmas break and are ready and raring to go for the year ahead. We have 
lots of exciting developments and plans in the pipeline for 2017. Firstly we would like to say a big 
thank you to everyone who came down to our drop-in workshop in December. We had a really 
good turn out and, as a result, we have got lots of views from the community which we will now 
explore further.

This month we have been carrying out character assessments and we are also looking to meet 
with the local authority to understand development targets and housing allocations for the Parish. 

Once we have all that information we will hold a more formal workshop session with the aim of 
agreeing a Vision for Little Hadham. If you are interested please get in touch at: 
littlehadhamnp@gmail.com

Many of the items that were raised both in the questionnaire and at the workshop are things that 
you can all help with, such as reporting pot holes to the council and reporting aircraft noise, but 
it appears that many people are not too sure how to go about these things, so we will be running 
a series here in the parish magazine highlighting one thing each month that you can start to do 
to help improve our village. None of them are very arduous but will really make a big difference if 
larger numbers of people begin reporting these issues. Many thanks for your continued support.

Things everyone can help with number 1: Report Potholes
Hertfordshire’s fault reporting system places a lot of power in the hands of residents to be able to 
direct around a million pounds of public money each year. They ask questions to determine vital 
information that will allow them to handle the report effectively. This ensures they send the right 
crew with the right equipment to the fault in an appropriate timescale. 

As well as reporting potholes, you can use this system to report street lights not working, 
pavement problems and more.

How?
Go to the East Herts highways fault reporting website here: http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/
services/transtreets/highways/hhonlineservices/hfr/

Or do a quick search on google for “report potholes East Hertfordshire” and simply follow the 
instructions on the screen.

If you have any questions, would like to get involved, or you wish to be kept informed please 
contact us at: littlehadhamnp@gmail.com
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What’s on in February       in the Village hall unless otherwise stated

Coming soon

12

2, 3 & 4  Dad’s Army, a production by 
the Water Lane Theatre, with a matinee 
performance on the 4th too.  Rhodes, 1-3 
South Road, Bishop’s Stortford, CM23 3JG, 
Adult tickets are £14, and concession £12.  
Tickets are available from Rhodes Box Office 
01279 710 200. Refreshments will be 
available to purchase, as well as raffle tickets 
for some fantastic prizes; the money raised 
from this will be donated to Isabel Hospice.  

7 Tue, Parish Council meeting,  8pm.  We use 
the main hall so there is plenty of space, and 
there is also a hearing loop installed for the 
hard of hearing.  Please come and listen to the 
work being carried out in the village.  

12 Sun,  Antiques Fair, 9.30 - 4pm.  Admission 
£1, or free entry on production of advert on 
page 3.  Refreshments available.

13 Mon, Hadhams’ History Society, 8pm 
Green Room, Much Hadham Village Hall.  The 
Cowper Family of Hertford Castle by Clare 
Gittings.   A social history of Hertford from the 
remarkable diaries of Lady Sarah Cowper and 
tales of 42 years of wedded misery.  Her son 
William aided the union with Scotland.

14 Tue, LH & A Social Club  AGM, 8pm.  
Wine and nibbles, everyone welcome, more 
information on page 3.

16 Thur,  Third Thursday Lunch (formerly the 
Way Inn), from 12.30. Don’t miss out, come 
along to the Village Hall and enjoy soup 
and a roll, or one of Carmela’s tasty Italian 
dishes. We have tea, coffee and chocolate 
biscuits. See you there. No need to book.
19 & 26 Snowdrop Sundays, Easton Lodge, 
(gates open from 11.30 -4.00).  Daisy’s is being 
spring cleaned and we stand ready to pot up 
snowdrops into a variety of lovely containers, for 
sale. More information on page 20.

21 Tue, LH & A Garden Club, Ploughman’s 
lunch at 12, and a talk on Alpines at 1pm. 
Please book your Ploughman’s with Karin on 
771532.

23 Thur, Whist Drive, We are a  friendly 
group and would welcome new members.  If 
you would like to learn to play whist contact 
Mrs Ross Barron on 771694. Costs £2 to 
play including scorecard, tea and biscuits at 
interval.  Also large raffle on night. All drives 
commence 7:30 pm (doors open by 7:15pm).

25 Sat, Farmers’ Market, 8.30-11am.   Come 
to the best farmers’ market in Hertfordshire 
and have a breakfast cooked with the best 
local produce.

March 15th Hadhams’ History Soc.,  8pm 
Little Hadham Village Hall.  Admirals Walk – 
the History of a Hoddesdon St.  by Richard 
Thomas.   A story from land records in 1527 
following the growth of the community up to 
the present day

March 18th Race Night see p13

March 18th Amici Cantate see p13.
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Amici Cantate presents:

“AS THE DAYS GO BY” 
Choral music and readings on a theme of day, 
night, morning, evening and the passing of time; 

featuring a broad range of music including extracts 
from Faure’s Requiem, madrigals from Spain and 

england, spirituals and contemporary
choral classics.

in aid of “Alzheimer’s Research”

Saturday 18th March, 7:00pm
St. Andrew’s Church, Church Lane,
Much Hadham, HERTS, SG10 6DH

tickets: Adult: £10    Child (under 16): £5    
Bookings:  Amici ticket Secretary on 01279 

506773 or email 
tickets@amicicantate.org.uk

Online from 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/amicicantate  

3rd Thursday Lunch
(formerly the Way Inn)
Join us for lunch on the 
3rd Thursday of the month 
(in February it is the 16th).  
Great soup, roll and other 

goodies and of course, lovely 
company. Do join us from 
12.30 at the rear of Little 
Hadham Village Hall. No 

need to book, just turn up 
and enjoy.

Sponsored by St Cecilia’s 
church Little Hadham

13

Fancy a flutter on the gee-gees?
then come along to the 

RACE NIGHT
and have some fun!

At the Village Hall on 18th March, 2017
A £10 tickets buys you nine races and

includes a Fish/Chicken Supper.
Each bet is £1 and you can win 

depending on the odds.
Licensed Bar.

We are very grateful to our sponsors and 
hope you will all have a good evening.  

Get your tickets now from Jon or Angela: 
771697 and helpyour Village Hall.

PLEASE go paperfree!

Email your address with 
‘Paper-free’ in the 

subject line to 
htfp@clocktower.co.uk

 to receive a perfect copy of 
the Parish News.  Give it a 
try and save us much time 

and money!
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Nature Notes, continued from page 4

Little Hadham School
Believing and Achieving

a saliva based parasite, so consequently an infected bird feeding at a garden feeder will leave 
the parasite there for the next visitor.  Regular cleaning of feeders will prevent the parasite 
spreading, so please do take time to clean and disinfect bird tables and wire nut feeders with 
a hot water wash containing a little bleach. 

Other notable birds around the parish 
have been meadow pipits.  Not a 
regular winter visitor and rare breeding 
bird in these parts, but a flock of 15 
on and around the polo field on 11th 
January was a pleasing record.

Insect wise, surprisingly, due to the 
temperatures, 2 real highlights.  Back in 
November I turned up at Pig’s Green to 

check and empty the moth trap and noted several flies hibernating in the cracks on oak bark.  I 
potted one for identification and have recently had it confirmed, as I suspected, as Mesembrina 
meridiana: a fly that has only been recorded in Herts on 7 occasions and the last being 1994.  
Confirmation from Dr. Malcolm Aldridge, the county Diptera (flies) recorder.  The gold markings 
around the compound eyes are quite stunning and diagnostic of such a species.

On January 2nd I emptied the moth trap in the garden in the morning and found a hoverfly 
present.  After studying it through the magnifier I presumed 
it was Meliscaeva auricollis, a common hoverfly species that 
can be found in winter.  I sent off photos for confirmation 
of my ID and this happened to be, fortuitously, correct.  The 
National Recorder for hoverflies was enthusiastic with this 
find as it was the first record for 2017.  Not surprising 
considering, even though I found it on the 2nd, the record 
goes down, like all overnight insect records, as the previous day!

February is a busy month!  Our Y5/6 pupils will be joining with children from all over the country 
to sing in the ‘Young Voices’ Concert at the O2 Arena.  This is a fantastic experience and such 
an amazing venue!  We are also busy learning this year’s Sign2Sing song, which we will be 
teaching to our parents.  We are holding our next Theme Day on the 7th, as we raise the profile 
of Safer Internet Day to keep our children safe online.  With Fairtrade Fortnight coming up and 
Pancake Races at the end of the month, there is a lot to fit in the shortest month of the year! 

We continue to look for a Community Governor, so please contact us on 01279 771285 if you 
would be interested in finding out more.

Thank you for your continued support.             Liz Stockley, head teacher.

continued on next page
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Nature Notes, continued from page 14

With the return of the barn owls to east of Hadham Hall, I decided to check on their diet 
during the cold snap by collecting pellets they disgorge after feeding.  These contain the bones 
of their prey and on dissecting several from this site it was clear they were feeding 100% on 
voles. Mainly field voles and, occasionally, bank voles.  However, a visit to the barn owl roost 
near home gave several records of shrews as the prey from 3 pellets dissected.  Clearly, plenty 
of rodents around to support our resident owls and kestrels, which is most pleasing.
Moth wise, clearly a quiet time with few species even bothering 
to fly, never mind enter traps. However, dusk walks through local 
woods can be profitable in recording what is present.  On 7th Jan 
I counted 33 Winter moth, a Satellite moth and 5 mottled umbers 
in Millennium Wood. The Satellite shown here, so called because 
there can be seen 2 “satellite” spots around the main white dot.
Finally, whilst working in Millennium Wood, I came across a fungus 
new to me.  Clearly one of the jelly fungi but research led me 
to identify it as Yellow Brain Fungus. This is a spectacular fungus, 
feeding off other fungi that in turn feed on decaying and dead 
wood.  This particular example was found on the dead lower 
branch of a thriving oak.  A good species to have in the wood as 
many insects will use it as an egg laying site so the larvae can 
feed upon it following emergence. Pleasing find, indeed, albeit 
common across Southern Britain.
Any strange, interesting or confusing sightings, please do contact 
me on 07805571551 or jforgham@hotmail.com. and my regular sightings can be seen at 
https://littlehadhambirding.blogspot.co.uk

40
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Stansted Night Flights Consultation
Make Your Voice Heard issued by Stop Stansted Expansion – 17 january 2017

Following the publication last week of Government proposals for the regulation of night flights 
at Stansted Airport over the next five years, Stop Stansted Expansion (SSE) is urging local 
district, parish and town councils and individual local residents to make their voice heard and 
help reduce the noise impacts of night-time flights in and out of Stansted.

Stansted currently has permission for 12,000 night flights a year, more than twice as many as 
are permitted at Heathrow. SSE has long argued to the Government that night flights have 
a far greater impact on local residents around Stansted because of its rural location where 
background noise levels at night are generally very low.

Furthermore, the 12,000 annual limit applies only to the 6½ hours from 11.30pm to 6.00am 
whereas the normal definition of ‘night’ is the 8 hours from 11.00pm to 7.00am. Moreover, a 
large number of Stansted’s night flights are large, noisy cargo aircraft, many of which are very 
old. Unsurprisingly, these give rise to a disproportionately high level of noise complaints.

The Government proposes to maintain the present night limit on aircraft movements at Stansted 
whilst at the same time removing the current exemption for less noisy aircraft and adjusting 
the movements limit accordingly. This aspect of the Government’s proposals is welcome since 
the number of exempt aircraft has been increasing at Stansted Airport in recent years and all 
aircraft movements at night – the least noisy as well as the most noisy – create noise nuisance 
and cause widespread sleep disturbance for local residents.

SSE’s main criticism of the Government’s latest night flights proposals is that they do not 
go nearly far enough to tackle the very serious impacts of night flights in terms of sleep 
disturbance for local residents around Stansted and under flight paths.

SSE is calling for : 

• An unequivocal Government commitment to phase out all night flights at Stansted by 2030, 
except in the case of genuine emergencies; 

• In the meantime, for the annual limit on Stansted night flights to apply, not just from 
11.30pm to 6.00am, but from 11.00pm to 7.00am, so that ‘night’ truly means ‘night’, as 
defined by the World Health Organisation (WHO)’s Guidelines on Community Noise; 

• A radical overhaul of the current ‘averaging’ method for measuring aircraft noise so that the 
official Government noise statistics start to represent what people actually have to endure; 

• An immediate ban on all night time aircraft landings at Stansted from using reverse thrust, 
except in the case of genuine emergencies.

NOTES 
• The Government consultation document can be downloaded at: https://www.gov.uk/
government/consultations/night-flight-restrictions-at-gatwick-heathrow-and-stansted 
Responses need to be submitted by 28 February. 

• The new night flights regulations for Stansted are expected to come into force in October this 
year and to apply until October 2022.
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LOCAL

PROFESSIONAL

CARPET  &  UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

01279-776012

07971-786123

Hadham AGA Services Ltd
For all your AGA needs

36 years’ experience with a main agency
Contact Tony on

Tel: 07969 850758
Email: tony@hadhamagaservices.com

www.hadhamagaservices.com

CLOCKTOWER

Apple Mac sales
Repairs
Service

Data rescue
Upgrades

Jute house
85a Bradford Street
Bocking, Cm7 9AU

01376 340579
www.clocktower.co.uk

Advertise
in 

Little Hadham 
Parish News 

and reach over 500 
homes with your 

product or service.
Contact the editor for 

details:

htfp@clocktower.co.uk 
or 01376 339938
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The Hundred Parishes        Ken mcdonald, Secretary

The website  www.hundredparishes.org.uk  is the main channel through which the Society 
seeks to achieve its charitable objectives.  The first of these aims is “to advance the education 
of the public in the character and history” of the Hundred Parishes.  We hope that those with 
an enquiring mind will dip in from time to time and see what we have to say about a particular 
parish or a local ‘celebrity’.
We like to challenge your local knowledge with the photo that appears at the top of each web 
page.  The picture changes every couple of weeks and on the Home page we explain where the 
last one was taken.  Sometimes the image is seasonal.  For example, in November we showed 
the war graves in Saffron Walden cemetery.  In December there was a view of the Rib valley from 

Cold Christmas in the 
parish of Thundridge.  
Currently sorry, I’m 
not allowed to tell 

you!  But if you think you know please feed back a response.  Many of the photos on the 
website will appear in a guidebook to the area which the Society plans to publish later this year.  
We will be sure to let you know when it is available.
In the meantime, we encourage you to get out locally.  You don’t have to travel far to discover 
another parish, an untried lane or footpath, a new listed church, or somewhere new for lunch or 
tea.  Please check out the parish introduction on the website before you set off – it may help 
with ideas, phone numbers, etc. .

The Costume 
Workshop

costume hire

hand-made originals
for

Fancy Dress Parties
Amateur Dramatics

Pantomime
and specialising in

Period costumes for 
adults and children to 
wear on educational 
trips and in history 

lessons
open by arrangement

 01279 771223, 07973 899497
Home Farm Chapel Lane Little Hadham

www.thecostumeworkshop.co.uk

•	 LIGHT	SUSSEX	CHICKENS
•	 PEKIN	BANTAMS
•	 MINIATURE	SILKIES

Claudia	Audley
07796	531071

info@burygreenpoultry.co.uk
The	Bury,	Bury	Green
Little	Hadham,	Herts

SG11	2HE
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Christmas Report from St Cecilia’s   don Gibson

All Christmas Services at St Cecilia’s were very well supported, especially the Christingle 
on 24th December, which, for the first time, was conducted by Rev’d Steve Bate. Over 
250 children, parents & grandparents attended this important Service.  Special thanks 
to Kate Gregory for providing the carol music on her flute, George Davey who read 
the lesson, and many other people who assisted in various ways to ensure the children 
enjoyed a happy (and safe!) Christmas Eve visit to their local Church.  (the carol ‘Away 
in a Manger’ sung by candlelight was the highlight of the Service). The Children’s 
Society benefited to the sum of £344 made from the collection.

Several local boys seeking Duke of Edinburgh awards have asked, through their 
parents, if they could assist with simple volunteering clear-up jobs at the Church to 
further their ambitions.  Initially they will help with the annual Church yard clear-up 
- usually held at the end of March - after which other suitable work may need their 
attention.  Suggestions are sought from local people of appropriate tasks together with 
names of other youngsters who have an award in mind.  
Please contact either of the Church Wardens - 
Karin Green 771532 or Don Gibson 771325.
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News from the Gardens of Easton Lodge   Jill Goldsmith

2017 started with a celebration: for successfully obtaining planning permission to replace the 
Countess of Warwick’s treehouse in the old oak. Many local people will remember with fondness 
playing in the original treehouse at the Gardens and the Trustees look forward to making this a 
possibility for future generations. We are aiming to have a new treehouse built in line with the design 
of the original. It will be high up in the tree, with steps up to it, and so will have lovely views into 
the surrounding trees, and beyond. We have already made good progress with fundraising, and are 
now appealing for further donations to contribute to its completion. We are planning to have the 
treehouse in place during this coming season. It is very exciting to see this long-cherished project 
moving to fruition and we will report as soon as we can the expected timing for its unveiling. 
More immediately, we are getting ready for our snowdrop Sundays, on the 19th and 26th   of 
February (gates open from 11.30 -4.00).  Daisy’s is being spring cleaned – somewhat ahead of 
spring! And we stand ready to pot up snowdrops into a variety of lovely containers, for sale. We 
have had some gorgeous crisp blue sky days at the gardens over the winter, with the sun warm in 
sheltered spots in the Italian and Walled gardens. The trees, without their leaves, reveal their very 
varied shapes, and how they have grown to make their space their own. We are keeping our fingers 
crossed for more blue skies in February and will have hot drinks, soup and bacon rolls at the ready 
for the Galanthophiles amongst you (snowdrop lovers!). 
We have welcomed a few new volunteers over recent months, and can always find plenty for all 
of us to do on our Thursday & Saturday workdays, or on Sunday Open Days. For more information, 
why not look at our weekly Thursday Garden News on our website http://www.eastonlodge.co.uk/; or 
email us on enquiries@eastonlodge.co.uk; or leave us a message on 01371 876979?   

 
 

 
 
 

 
PACE ELECTRIC GATES 

 
 
 
 
 

    1 The Fairway, Bush Fair, Harlow 
             Essex, CM18 6LY 

 
 Specialists in design, manufacture and installation of 

manual and automated gates. Gate Servicing. 
 
 Including video intercom entry systems.  

 
 Staircases, balustrades, balconies and railings. 

 
 Builders Steelwork.  

 
    

Free quotations with            
no obligation 

 
 

Tel: 01279 635525 
email:sales@pacesheetmetal.co.uk 

 

 	  
	  

Eastwick Lodge, Harlow CM20 2QT 
 

    *  Large range of Poultry Feed &  
        Accessories. 
    *  Dog & Cat Food 
    *  Animal Feed 
    *  Litter, Bedding, Toys & Accessories 
    *  Kennels, Hutches & Chicken Runs 
    *  Small Animal Food & Sundries 
    *  Fish Food & Sundries 
    *  Large Selection of Bird Food, Nest  
        Boxes, Feeders etc. 
    *  Frozen Meats, Chicks, Mice & Rats 
    *  Hay, Straw, Woodchip & Haylage 
    *  Salt (25Kg) for Dishwashers/Water 
        Softeners 
 

All at great prices! 
 

Also on site: Veterinary Surgery, Tack Shop 
& Cycle Shop 

01279 442388 
www.eastwicklodge.co.uk 

Open 7 days. Deliveries arranged. 
On the A414 to Hertford	  
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When I first visited the USA some 40 years ago, two things struck me… the size of the people 
and the fact they seemed to spend most of their lives eating in all kinds of fast food chains.
Enter the UK which is now moving up to be neck and neck with our American cousins!
Because, despite all the talk about poor wages, rising prices and poverty, our high streets 
are becoming long lines of restaurants, a haven for foodies!  And, to add to the puzzle, those 
restaurants all seem to be pretty busy!
Recently one of my friends tallied up the number of eating places in Stortford and they totalled 
32… and more have opened since then!
When you add in all the charity shops and fashion outlets in the town, there isn’t a lot of room 
left for anything else.  We have recently lost two of our down-market-yet-good-value shops, 
giving Stortford even more reason to be called a Yummy Mummy town.
All of which is sad for those of us who remember the ‘old days’, when there was a weekly cattle 
market, a Thursday auction in the town (how I loved going there and sorting through the boxes 
of assorted ‘junk’), and when parking wasn’t the nightmare that it is now!
If you go to some towns in the UK I hope things won’t be quite as streamlined as they are here 
and there will still be traces of a slower ways of life. Same with France… get out of the cities 
and you’ll still find towns and villages which have preserved the best of the old – and are proud 
of it.  And for any of you who are going to the USA, my advice is to hire a car and hit the back 
roads… you’ll still find wonderful  small towns of yesteryear and of locals who are entranced 
by our ‘funny accents’. And yes, of course, you’ll also find all the fast food chains!

Rural Ramblings           Cherry mardell

 
 
 
 
 
 

J.Marshall Pest Solutions Ltd 
 
For those looking for a Fast, Professional, Safe 
Efficient more permanent Pest Solution 
 
Rats and Mice, Moles, Wasps, Flies, Bed Bugs Etc 
Locally based 
Please call John on 07725 415826 or  
01279 844956 
Email: marshallj68@me.com 
RSPH/BPCA Certified, NPTA member  

Your	  local	  service	  	  
provider	  for	  liquid	  	  
waste	  removal:	  
• 	  Cesspits	  
• 	  Sep7c	  tanks	  
• 	  Klargesters	  	  
• Bio	  disks	  

Tel:	  01279	  504638	  	  Fax:	  01279	  506433	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

LTH	  Waste	  Removal	  
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Message from your County Councillor, Graham McAndrew 

Demand for high-speed fibre broadband soars with Connected Counties 
partnership
More people in Hertfordshire and Buckinghamshire are signing-up for 
high-speed fibre broadband than ever before thanks to the work of the 
Connected Counties programme.
Figures announced recently show a growing number of homes and businesses are 
using the faster connections in Herts and Bucks. The take up figures for the Connected 
Counties partnership are on the increase, currently at 41% compared to 20% just 
18 months ago.  That’s double the amount of homes and businesses which have now 
taken up superfast broadband and considerably higher than the national average 
of 30% and one of the top performing in the country.  Connected Counties is a 
multi-million pound partnership between Hertfordshire and Buckinghamshire county 
councils, Local Enterprise Partnerships and BT. The programme has made fibre-optic 
broadband technology available to more than 64,000 homes and businesses across 
the two counties and will continue to deliver next generation broadband access over 
the next two years.
David Williams, Hertfordshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Enterprise, 
Education and Skills, and Hertfordshire LEP Board Member, said: “It’s great news that 
more people are taking up superfast broadband as a result of the Connected Counties 
programme. Access to broadband internet is essential for homes and businesses in 
Hertfordshire. We know our businesses rely on being able to connect with customers 
and home users increasingly use online streaming services, so a good connection is 
key.”
Tina Barnard, Chair of Hertfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership’s Strategic 
Infrastructure Board, added: “The success of the Connected Counties programme 
to date is wonderful news for Hertfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership which is 
committed to ensuring the county remains perfectly placed for business. We are 
connecting businesses to their customers and giving them the tools they need to remain 
competitive and achieve growth. We look forward to witnessing the programme’s 
continuing success as it expands superfast broadband even further across the county 
and creates the conditions in which local businesses can prosper.”
Michael Garvey, Board Member of Buckinghamshire Thames Valley Local Enterprise 
Partnership and Joint Chairman of the Connected Counties Broadband Project Board, 
said: “We are delighted with the progress of the take up of superfast broadband 
across Buckinghamshire as high speed fibre broadband is essential if local businesses 
are to remain competitive. As one of the most productive economies in the country 
we want to continue to provide the conditions for businesses to thrive at the beating 
heart of the national economy, which is why we continue to push for 100% superfast 

continued on next page
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Message from Graham McAndrew, continued from page 22

broadband coverage.”
Giles Ellerton, BT’s regional partnership director for the South East, said: “It’s great 
news that the rollout in Buckinghamshire and Hertfordshire is proving to be so popular. 
The Connected Counties team are out and about in the community doing a great job 
of raising awareness of the benefits of fibre broadband. The technology really does 
have the ability to transform the way people and businesses use the internet.”
Fibre broadband helps make everything happen online much faster than a standard 
broadband connection. Superfast broadband is now available to 92 per cent of homes 
and business in Hertfordshire and the Connected Counties programme is continuing 
its roll-out across Hertfordshire, so that 30,000 more homes and business premises 
will have fibre broadband by June 2018.
Residents can use the Connected Counties availability checker at www.
connectedcounties.org to see if they can already apply for a Superfast service or find 
out about future plans for the programme.
To date all of the engineering work as part of the Connected Counties project is 
being carried out by Openreach, BT’s local network business. This means residents and 
businesses with access to fibre broadband can choose from a wide range of internet 
service providers and benefit from competitive pricing and products.

MICK’S CARPENTRY 
& PLASTERING 

SERVICES
Clean & Reliable

All Plastering, Artexing, 
Coving & Rendering 

undertaken.  Also Doors, 
Locks, Laminate Flooring, 
Repairs & Refurbishments, 

Fencing & Decking.
Tel: 01279 758708

Mob: 07811 141275

     
Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 



There is a service of Holy Communion every Wednesday at 10.30am at St Andrew’s

February diary for Little Hadham and Albury
(part of the Ash and Quin Valleys’ team incorporating

much hadham, Braughing, Furneux and Stocking Pelham.)

The Register:  There have been no entries in the Register this month

Editor : Jan Finn, Jute House, 85a Bradford Street, Bocking Essex, CM7 9AU e-mails:  htfp@clocktower.co.uk
All articles for inclusion; sponsorship; and payment for advertising in the next issue

must be received by the18th of the month.  (cheques payable to Little Hadham PCC) 
Little hadham Parish news is distributed free by St Cecilia’s church

Prayer Chain
Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive prayer requests.

Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will be forwarded to 
the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a period of time. 

All requests will be confidential.

Please ring anytime:  Janet: 842671,  Karin: 771532

5 Sunday,   Epiphany 5
9.15am   Holy Communion, Much Hadham
11.15am    Holy Communion, St Mary’s,  Albury

12 Sunday,    3rd Before Lent
9.15am     Holy Communion, Much Hadham
11.15am    Holy Communion, St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham

19 Sunday,    2nd Before Lent
9.15am   Holy Communion Much Hadham
11.15am   Family Holy Communion St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham

22 Wednesday,  Mid Week Communion
10.00am   Mid Week Communion St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham

26 Sunday,    Next Before Lent
9.15am    Holy Communion Much Hadham
11.15am   Holy Communion, St Mary’s,  Albury


