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Parish Council News 
Millenium Wood for sale
Parish Council pledge
The Parish Council is supporting the Save the 
Millenium Wood group that is trying to obtain 
enough cash pledges to enable them to buy 
the wood for the benefit of the Community.  
We are pledging £5,000 which will only be 
spent once the wood is purchased.

A120 Red Traffic Light Jumpers
Our local Police have advised that they are 
continuing to make checks for cars jumping 
the red traffic lights and are currently using 
unmarked cars. 

Flood RE
This is a Flood Re Insurance scheme that was 
started by the Government and went live at 
the beginning of April.  Apparently your insurer 
still deals with the flood insurance claim as 
normal but then claims it back from Flood RE.  
On the Flood RE website there is information 
about the scheme and a list of participating 
insurers.  It should mean that your insurance 
premiums will no longer be £2,500 with 
a £20,000 excess, and they advise the 
premiums could be reduced to under £1,000 
with a £250 excess making it possible for 
flood victims to gain help again.
A lot of insurers linked to Flood RE however 

when contacted have said they will not take 
on new customers, (ie if your current company 
is not part of Flood RE) and decline to renew 
your policy on the basis that a Flood RE linked 
company will insure you instead, then that 
may not be the case.
Of the 71 homes that flooded in 2001 and 
2014, if you are having difficulty getting 
insurance cover with Flood RE please let the 
Parish Council know as we meet with our MP 
regularly as part of the Multi Agency Flood 
Forum and can ask questions of them as to 
the future to Flood Insurance cover for Little 
Hadham, as this does have a direct impact 
on the ability for people to buy homes with a 
mortgage.  If you have been successful gaining 
Flood RE cover then would you also forward 
the information so that others may be able to 
approach the same company.

Next Parish Council meeting will be 
at the Village Hall on Tues 7th June 2016 at 
8pm.  We use the main hall so there is plenty 
of space, and there is also a hearing loop 
installed for the hard of hearing.  Please come 
and let the Councillors know what you would 
like to see happen in our village, and listen to 
the work being carried out.  
Parish Clerk is contactable on 01279 842803 
or email clerklittlehadham@gmail.com
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LITTLE HADHAM 
BROWNIES.           
WE ARE MOVING....

 CON
TACT Judi - 01279654624 

or visi
t: Girlguiding.org.uk/interested.

Lt Hadham Brownies our new meeting details from September 
2016 
Lt Hadham School on A120 before (the traffic lights) 
New Starting Time 3.30pm -5.00pm 
Girls can change at the school from 3.15pm 
Cost £30.00 termly (one off £15.00 joining fee) 
Girls from all schools very welcome. 
* Brownie Pack Holiday 
* Fun, games, craft 
* Badges 
* Local excursions 
Add your daughter's name to the waiting list to avoid disappointment 
open to Girls aged 7-10 years

Adverts removed



55

 A120 Bypass and Flood Alleviation Scheme
An update:
Hertfordshire County Council submitted a planning application in November 
2015 for the Little Hadham Bypass and Flood Alleviation Scheme. The planning 
application process was paused in March 2016 to allow a review of the 
application in light of consultee comments relating to protected species and a 
recent change in government mitigation guidance.

In light of this, further bat surveys are being carried out throughout the summer 
so that we can better understand bat movements at the eastern end of the 
scheme. This will assist the project team in identifying the appropriate level of 
mitigation for the scheme.

Once we have a better understanding of the bat movements we will update 
the planning application as necessary. The planning authority will then open 
a further consultation period, asking for views on any additional information 
submitted. At this point you will be able to provide further comment to the 
planning authority.

Adverts removed
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Down at the doctor’s    Dr Paul Haimes

I’m back!!

After a busy April I spent the second week of May on a residential saxophone workshop in 
leafy Hitchin, which was great fun.  However, despite definite improvement I was advised not 
to give up the day job, so you are stuck with me for a while longer yet!!

Over the last couple of months, the number of people failing to turn up to their appointments 
with either GPs or nurses has increased significantly.  Whilst this often allows us to catch up (or 
have another cup of coffee) it denies an appointment to someone else and adds to the general 
waiting times.  If we have your mobile number on file then you should get a text reminder but, 
please, if you can’t make an appointment let us know asap.

Dr Oates has asked me to remind you of the Carers in Hertfordshire service which offers a 
good contact point for support, advice and special offers (e.g.  discounts in certain shops).  If you 
are a carer please use this service, which can be contacted by telephone (01992 586969) or 
on their website (www.carersinherts.org.uk)

June/July will be “all change” for us with our new practice manager starting on 1st June and 
a new computer system (yes another one!!) going live on 12th July (when, luckily, I shall be in 
Scotland!).  More of this next month.  Meanwhile, beware the summer ailments; sun, hay fever, 
gardening, barbecues and wasps!
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Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
Thank you to all who came and bought plants, those who donated plants and 
those who helped at the Plant Sale and Coffee morning in May.  It was very 
successful; we had few plants left and even less cake.

Our outing on Friday 1st July is to Alswick Hall near Buntingford.  The cost is £5 
and we will meet in  the Village Hall car park at 10.15am and make our way 
there in various cars.  To book your place please ring Karin 771532.

There are no club nights in June, July or August, so there is plenty of time to get 
ready for the show on Sunday 4th September.  Get your schedules and entry 
forms from the Post Office or give Karin a ring on 771532.  

Gardening thought for the month:  When weeding, the best way to make sure 
you are removing a weed and not a valuable plant is to pull on it.  If it comes 
out of the ground easily, it is a valuable plant!

Adverts removed
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Little Hadham & Albury Social Club

Rural Ramblings           Cherry Mardell

We had a great time at COOK (Bishop’s Stortford) on the evening of Tuesday 10 May:  wine 
and nibbles followed by food tasting of COOK’S best seller dishes, and delicious it all was too!  
On Tuesday June 14 our meeting shall be at Little Hadham Village Hall at 8pm (the proposed 
vist to Albury Open Gardens was cancelled by the organizers).  We shall have wine & nibbles, 
catch up chat and plan for our annual meal in July.  Everyone is welcome - £2.50 at the door 
- inc. refreshments and raffle.

We do appreciate your support, do call if I can help 01279 898591 - Carmela, Binnie & Sue

Holidays – the word brings a smile to most faces…but here’s a few thoughts on ending one! 
Yes, it’s been a time of new experiences, new faces, new places, and now it is back to the 
nitty-gritty…but is that fair comment?

When we returned to the UK last month the whole of England had changed.  We left and the 
trees were bare, it was cold and unfriendly; we returned to sunshine, blossom and the start of 
the best two months of the year – May and June.

We were greeted by our dog who threw herself, literally, at us with a force that all but knocked 
us over.  Here was one living being whose life improved 100% due to us just being there.

Adverts removed

continued on page 9



99

Rural Ramblings, continued from page 8

Our home – an old farmhouse – which constantly infuriates me by moving according to the 
weather (too wet and the kitchen wall gradually leans to the left; too dry and you can’t close 
some of the doors!) suddenly looked welcoming.  The joy of our own, familiar bathroom – a 
shower which works every time and doesn’t scald the unwary – huge towels to wrap even the 
largest of folk in comfort…even the creaking floorboards seemed familiar and friendly!

As a workaholic (not a shopaholic nor a housework-aholic, you understand) I was delighted to 
get back to some meaningful business.  I missed my computer!  The garden, which had looked 
drab and dreary for those past six months, suddenly came alive with blossom and buds.  The 
birds which had eaten £40 worth of bird feed over the winter, paid us back by singing lustily 
every day.  Even our bird houses had residents!

The alpacas, which we left looking hairy and huge, had their annual ‘short back and sides’ 
during our absence.  Their tiny little bodies now look comical by comparison.

Only our chickens fared badly.  Visiting foxes had decimated their numbers while we frolicked 
abroad.  From happy, free range birds, overnight they had to become barn birds.  They are still 
not amused by this and have cut their egg production to spite us!

But, all in all, I’m pleased to be home.  Ask me again when it’s cold and raining, and you might 
get a very different answer!

Adverts removed
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Little Hadham School
Believing and Achieving

Millennium Wood

Thanks to a very generous donation from local company, ‘Pure Structures’, we have organised 
an exciting ‘structural’ day for our KS2 pupils on 13th June, as they work together in teams to 
create a gigantic tetrahedron, using dowelling and rubber bands!  For our KS1 children, on 28th 
June, we have been able to organise a ‘Setpoint Splash’ day, where the children gain first-hand 
experience on the many properties of water – let’s hope it’s a sunny day! 
Mersea ‘Fever’ is in the air as our Year 3/4 pupils look forward to their residential school journey 
later this month.  Once again, we will be enjoying the sea air on Mersea Island, as we prepare 
for some really energetic days caving, climbing, swimming etc.  I am hoping that all that exercise 
and fresh air will really make them sleepy!
Our FRIENDS Association is busy preparing for our annual Summer Fayre on Sunday 3rd July 
from 1pm to 4pm, where there will be lots of attractions, so please do put the date in your 
diary!  Thank you for your continued support.             Liz Stockley, Headteacher

For details of our Bio Blitz Day do please see Nature Notes Article on page 14. Several 
continued improvements have been made to the habitat.  Firstly, plenty of native woodland 
plants have been put in near the entrance, including foxglove, bluebells and cowslips.  Also, wild 
flower seeds have been sown and these should be in full flower in August.  Also, many thanks to 
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Millennium Wood, continued from page 10

the Brownies, who made and decorated some bee hotels which they put into the wood on 17th 
May.  They look fantastic.  Wonderful that so many village children are now using the wood for 
education and fun.  Back in January a group of us put up a series of nest boxes.  Pleased to 
say that two of these now have residents.  Both boxes now hold great tit families with one nest 
hatching on Saturday 14th and the 2nd box not far behind.  The adult birds are now constantly 
in and out, carrying flies and caterpillars to their hungry offspring.  Marvellous to watch.
A little trimming of branches has been carried out to keep the paths clear and by the end of 
June paths will need a quick strim whilst leaving the tall grasses either side to continue to grow 
for the rest of the year.  Some will then be cut back in November, whilst other areas will be left 
tall for another year, offering insects a place to shelter on cold winter nights.  Photo here of a 

speckled wood butterfly, the most prevalent species within the 
wood at present.  If it has been months or even years since 
you wandered through Millennium Wood, I highly recommend 
a visit.  Trees are in blossom and the shades of green are 
magnificent.  Do let me know if you note any activity at the 
nest boxes.  I send out Wood update emails several times a 
month.  If you would like to be on the list, just email me and 
I shall add your address to the ever increasing list. jforgham@
hotmail.com  See the What’s On page for forthcoming events 
within the wood.

Adverts removed
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What’s on in June              in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated

Coming soon

12

31st MAY Family Fun Day - Bowls for all the 
family £3 adults, children free.  11-3pm See 
poster on page 20 for full details.

4 Sat, Standon Open Gardens, 11am - 6pm. 
There will be 16 gardens open;  all are in easy 
walking distance except the Standon Lordship, 
There is a Plant Sale at Papermill House, 
lunches are available at the Old Windmill  
and teas at Oakford and the Village Hall.   A 
Treasure Hunt will keep the children amused 
and they are invited to bring their teddies or 
other soft toys to ride a zip wire from the top 
of the Church Tower to the churchyard.  At the 
Standon Lordship you will be able to try your 
hand at Croquet and enjoy a Pimms while 
listening to a Band in the late afternoon.

Free Car Park, tickets are £7.50, children free.

7 Tue, Parish Council, 8pm.

9 Thur, Moth Night, Millennium Wood, more 
info on  page 17.

14 Tue, LH & A Social Club, 8pm. Wine and 
nibbles, catch up chat and plan for our annual 
meal in July.  Everyone is welcome - £2.50 at 
the door, inc. refreshments and raffle. See p8.

16 Thur, Way Inn Coffee Morning, 12.30 - 
1.45pm, rear of Village Hall. See p13.

17 Fri,  Madrigals at Amwell Pool, 9pm Gt 
Amwell, nr Ware.  This wonderfully atmospheric 
free concert by the Haileybury Madrigal 
Society is now in its 76th year.  Please join us 
and give generously to the collection which is 
in aid of Isabel Hospice.

20 Mon, Hadhams’ History Society, A Walk 
around Bishop’s Stortford, led by Helen 
Gibson.  Helen knows Stortford well and has 
led many walks around the town to local 
societies.  Meet at 7pm in front of Bishop’s 
Stortford Police Station

25 Sat, Farmers’ Market, 8.30 - 11.30am.

25 Sat, Insect Hunt, 11am - 3pm,  Millennium 
Wood, more info page 17.

25 Sat, St Elizabeth’s Summer Fayre, 12-4pm.

26 Sun, NGS Open Gardens teas for Isabel 
Hospice, Michael’s Folly, Hertford 2-5pm 
Something different! Forget your busy life and 
enter this atmospheric naturalistic garden.  
Meander the woodland walk and visit the 
earth labyrinth.  Sit and reflect by the large 
natural pond and enjoy the abundant organic 
kitchen garden. Entry £3.50, children free.  
Teas on sale in aid of Isabel Hospice

26 Sun, Open Day at the Gardens of 
Easton Lodge.  Full details page 20.
30 Thurs,  Whist Drive 7.30 £2 includes tea 
and biscuits. Contact Ross Barron 01279 
771694 for more details. (If you would like to 
learn to play whist please let me know.)

July 1st  Garden Club Outing to Alswick Hall 
See page 7.

July 3rd School Summer Fayre,1pm to 4pm, 

July 3rd Evensong at St Thomas’ Perry Green, 
6pm. See poster on page 13.

July 7th-9th, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
outdoor production, Monastery Gdns, Windhill, 
Bishop’s Stortford, CM23 2ND. Info 01279 
715001.  Bring a picnic.

July 11th Hadhams’ History Soc. 8pm MHVH 
Green Room, The Witches of Pendle, by Kathy 
Hamilton.
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•The ‘Way Inn’
Come and meet friends and neighbours over a cup of 

tea or coffee.  Rear of Village Hall,
3rd thursday of the month,

12.30 - 1.45
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Nature Notes: April / May 2016           Jonathan Forgham

At last, some warm weather to really kick off the end of spring.  The warmth helped the trees 
complete their blossom growth whilst the grass grew rapidly and plenty of flowers opened.  
However, for most of the time, the day time temperatures fell away after sunset, meaning still 
poor mothing and low numbers of insects coming to the traps.  On several occasions, frosts 
meant that the traps were in fact empty, not a common occurrence for late April, early May.
Birdwise, most migrants have now arrived, (18th May) established territories and begun 
breeding whilst the residents are already well into the breeding cycle.  Of particular note are 
blackcaps, whitethroats, garden warblers and chiffchaffs all singing and pleasingly, a lesser 
whitethroat was heard in Millennium Wood on the 8th May.  This was the morning of the 
dawn chorus walk, where 5 of us met opposite the village pub and walked up to Millennium 
Wood, before returning along Hoecroft Lane.  In total, 33 species of bird were heard and/or 
seen.  Thanks to folk who have sent me records of calling cuckoos, with one around Ash Valley 
G.C. and The Ford on 15th May and then I recorded 2 on the 16th.  Firstly, one calling in East 
Wood near Cradle End and then another, flying low over Stocking Wood towards Bury Green.  
Yet to hear the one that has previously taken up residence around Hadham Hall for the last 
3 years.  Swallows, house martins and swifts have also returned, but, at the time of writing, in 
low numbers.
A walk from town back to home on 16th gave views of 32 species of bird, including bullfinch, 
garden warbler, yellowhammer and the spectacular red kite near The Ford on page 16. 
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The Hundred Parishes        Ken McDonald, Secretary

Our area offers no end of opportunities for those who enjoy lovely countryside, attractive 
villages and places of interest.  It is exceptionally rich in heritage and footpaths and well served 
by welcoming pubs and tea rooms.  
We encourage you to explore somewhere local that you have not visited for a while, perhaps never 
even heard of.  There is a list of all the hundred parishes on our website www.hundredparishes.
org.uk.  They appear on a diagrammatic map and each has a short introduction.  
Most parishes have at least one ancient church.  Although a third are usually locked, the 
majority are open to view and have leaflets explaining key features.  If you enjoy looking round, 
please record your visit in their visitor book and drop some coins in the donation box.  Most 
of the area’s attractions are now open for the summer – a wonderful and varied choice of 
museums, gardens, galleries, windmills, stately home, zoo, etc.  Most are listed on our website’s 
Attractions pages with a link to their own website for opening times, etc.  There are also a 
number of nature reserves, most of which can be visited at any time.
Our website What’s On page lists specific events and opportunities.  It is regularly updated and 
currently includes more than a hundred activities that are consistent with our aims to increase 
knowledge, enjoyment and conservation.
We rely on funding from membership subscriptions to keep our website live and to be able to 
expand the services we provide.  Membership costs only £10 a year for a household, a council 
or any other organisation.  If you are not already a member, please consider joining – the 
easiest way is to go to our website and select the Membership option.

Adverts removed



1616

Nature Notes, continued from page 14

Also on this walk, red campion, early flowering orchid 
and plenty of germander 
speedwell were noted, the 
former attracting several 
species of butterfly, including 
green veined white, small 
tortoiseshell and this 
colourful male orange tip, 

photographed in Stocking Wood.
Moths continue to be recorded, albeit in low numbers.  The 
highlight has been Least Black Arches, a small, well-marked macro moth.  This was a first for 
me on 7th May and has since been trapped two further times.  It appears to be having a very 
good spring with many records of it within the county.  Another good record was finding a small 
yellow underwing near Cradle End.  Again, not a common moth for the parish with only previous 
records coming from Westland Green.  I have now recorded 68 species of moth this year, with, 
in total, over 520 moths noted.
The Bio Blitz Day in Millennium Wood on 8th May was a great success.  Plenty of enthusiastic 
families gathered to catch and record as many creatures as possible.  Consequently, I returned 
home with over 75 pots containing a variety of bugs, beetles, caterpillars and flies.  Once I 
had identified these, the list of creatures recorded was in excess of 110.  The caterpillars are 
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Nature Notes, continued from page 16

now in rearing pots with plenty of their larval foodplant.  These are expected to emerge in 
July – September and so we shall then know what species they are.  Overall 17 species of insect 
were new for parish records, including 3 species of spring flying hoverflies.  Having begun the day 
at 4.30am with the dawn chorus walk, I concluded at midnight when I emptied the moth trap in 
the Wood.  Unfortunately, a cold night, following wonderful daytime 
temperatures, meant just a  couple of records, including this green 
carpet.
Over the next few weeks, I shall be out and about continuing to 
find and record insects and plants to add to the parish records.  
Closing in on 1000 species of mammal, bird, plant and insect, 
so all good.  Finally, whilst out mothing in woods at night, I 
am privileged to note several mammals, including fox, badger, 
pipistrelle bats and, on one occasion, a hunting stoat.  All wonderful to watch.
Next nature events are a Millennium Wood moth night on Thursday 9th June, where I shall 
be joined by a few members of the Herts Moth Group.  We will be running the light traps as 
from 9pm until around midnight.  Do come along to see what we are catching, bring a torch, 
picnic chair and a bottle of wine always helps the evening go smoothly!  This will be followed 
by a dedicated Insect Hunt in Millennium Wood on Saturday 25th June.  This will be our village 
involvement in National Insect Week.  The hunt will begin at 11am and conclude around 3pm.  
Again, all welcome especially children.  Let’s hope for another superbly sunny day.

Adverts removed
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The River Stort was once named “Stoure Flue” 
according to Richard Thomas at his recent 
presentation on the river’s history.  In the 17/18thC, 
malting barley was a major economic activity of 

Bishop’s Stortford which competed with Ware and Hertford to provide for the growing 
brewing trade in London; road transport to the town however, was very poor.  The River Lea 
maltsters on the other hand had the advantage of established barge transport but the 
river suffered from shallow sections and bends.  Plans to improve Lea navigation in 1739 
caused panic in Stortford, and it was decided to make the Stort navigable from the town 
to the River Lea.  An enabling Act of Parliament in 1759, lapsed due to lack of funds, but 
a Second Act promoted by local business men, was passed in 1766 and work started that 
year.  Stort navigation was opened in 1769 and 6000 people attended the opening.  Sir 
George Jackson, was its sole proprietor by 1795.  Jackson Square named in his honour, is 
where the old water mill was located and the river ran through where Coopers Yard is now.  
Warves, warehouses and malthouses sprang up in the town when the project was finished 
and for a while the system was successful.  The pub “Port Jackson” is situated at the end of 
the basin where barges loaded and Richard’s old photographs showed the maltings on the 
nearby river bank.  Attempts to extend the navigation to Cambridge failed due to opposition 
from Howard de Walden.   However, the dream of very many barges coming into Stortford 
was never really achieved and the coming of the railway in 1842 was a major blow.  After 
a century of decline, bankcruptcy was the inevitable final result.  Richard’s well received 
account of the river’s history up to the present time was well illustrated with old prints 
and maps, and many new and old photographs were peppered with interesting anecdotes 

regarding each lock, its keepers and their 
cottages.  An unusual feature of many 
of the highlighted locks was their earth 
bank construction.  As I understand it, 
the navigation is now under the control 
of the “Canal & River Trust” a successor 
to British Waterways and is used for 
pleasure purposes.
Forthcoming Events
Mon, 20th June meet @ 7:00 pm in front 
of Bishop’s Stortford Police Station – A 
Walk around Bishop’s Stortford, led by 
Helen Gibson.  Helen knows Stortford well 
and has led many walks around the town 
to local societies.
Mon, 11th July @ 8:00pm Green Room, 
Much Hadham Village Hall
Member’s Evening - The Witches of Pendle 
by Kathy Hamilton.     Mike Clark 842131
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Superfast Broadband       Chris Bhatt

I suspect I am not alone in spending ages waiting for my computer to finish 
buffering . . . while watching all the adverts on tv, etc., telling me how wonderful 
life could be with super fast broadband.  Well, that may be about to change for 
many in the Parish.  As with buses, you wait ages and then two come along at 
once!  We felt it important to explain what both options purport to be offering, 
so that residents can make an informed choice.  Many of you may have received 
notices and a visit from a firm called Gigaclear who are a firm dedicated to 
bringing superfast broadband to rural villages.  We also received a talk at the 
Village Assembly from Connected Counties, who are working with Openreach to 
install the necessary cabling to provide superfast broadband to all but a small 
number of homes by the end of 2016.  

Gigaclear is a firm who is aiming to bring superfast broadband to rural communities 
through what they call “fibre-to-the-premises network” or FTTP.  At the end of 
2015, Gigaclear had 27 rural networks live with 39 more in construction in 
Oxfordshire, Kent, Cambridgeshire, Rutland and Northamptonshire.  In addition 
Gigaclear is building rural networks supported by BDUK Superfast Broadband 
grants in Gloucestershire, West Berkshire and Essex.

If you sign up with Gigaclear, they will run new cable direct to your property and 
you will pay them according to their tariff of charges.  www.gigaclear.com.

Connected Counties - Openreach  Bucks and Herts have teamed up to increase 
fibre broadband coverage in the two counties.  They are working with BT to achieve 
county-wide fibre coverage of at least 90 per cent by the end of March 2016.  
Their work involves upgrading the cables which run to the exchange boxes, situated 
in various locations throughout the Parish.  Some of this work has already been 
completed and those living in some parts of Bury Green already enjoy superfast 
broadband.  Those, like me who are connected to the Albury exchange, will have to 
wait a little longer for this to be upgraded; this work, we are told, will be completed 
by the end of this year (2016).  www.connectedcounties.org

If you wait until the upgrade has been completed, you can choose from a number 
of the “usual” providers of broadband including BT.  

Residents wishing to consider moving to Superfast broadband have a choice:  sign 
up with Gigaclear or wait for the Openreach work to be carried out and then 
select a suitable provider to connect to their property.  

In our opinion, there are pros and cons to both options and it is worth speaking to 
both parties before making a decision.
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News from the Gardens of Easton Lodge Preservation Trust

A Fair Wind Blows at the Gardens
A popular local band will provide the entertainment at June’s Open Day on Sunday 
June 26th. at the Gardens of Easton Lodge.  The Dunmow Wind Band, which really 
blew us away last year, will return to the historic Gardens, at Little Easton near Great 
Dunmow.  The band will perform their set between 1.00pm and 3pm (with a 20 
minute interval) The Italian and Walled gardens will be open to visitors and for younger 
visitors there will be plenty of craft and nature activities as well as loads of space to 
run around.

Bacon baps and cheese rolls will be on sale until 2.15pm; hot and cold drinks, crisps 
and delicious homemade cakes will be available until 4.30pm.   

Entrance fees are £4 for adults, with 50p per person going directly to our Tree House 
Appeal; entry for children under 16 is still free.  Annual season tickets will be on sale 
at only £12 for 12 months entry to the gardens on open days and our Gift Vouchers 
make wonderful birthday presents.

Gates are open from 11.30am until 5pm with last entry at 4pm.  There will guided 
tours (£1.50 per head) at 12.30pm and 3.15pm; as always dogs are welcome on 
leads.   Parking is FREE.

Further information about open days and volunteer opportunities is available on the 
website – http://www.eastonlodge.co.uk/.    Alternatively, call 01371 876979 (leave a 
message and we will get back to you) or email on enquiries@eastonlodge.co.uk.
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Retirement: Revd Clive Slaughter

From a Visitor

On 8th May Revd Clive Slaughter carried out his final scheduled Communion 
Service at St Cecilia’s.  A goodly number of local people attended to hear his 
last sermon and wish him and his wife Marcia a long, happy and healthy 
second retirement!

Clive retired as a stipendiary priest from Thorley fifteen years ago where he 
was also the Rural Dean, but has officiated as an Honorary Associate Priest for 
St Cecilia’s and several local churches since that time.  Many are those he has 
married, baptised and buried in his long and dedicated service  making both he 
and Marcia a much loved and respected couple who have brought harmony, 
contentment and happiness to all with whom they have come into contact.

It is possible that Clive may still make the occasional cameo appearance 
during holiday periods when our regular priests are stretched - we look forward 
to seeing him at these services, but will miss him most of all at the children’s 
Christingle service.  God bless both of you.

Should I return to Pavements, as encouraged in March 2016?  Yes?  So here goes:

In defiance of business logic, the village seems likely to get a new ‘pavement’, bypassing 
the A120 crossroads and lights. I have seen assurances from the County that due 
attention will be paid to traffic noise, in its specification.  Among major sources of 
road noise are, clearly, traffic speed, surface, porosity and aggregate size;  all present 
questions of choice and cost.  However, there is another very major noise abatement 
factor, which I regret to report often falls below best efforts on British roads because it 
is so costly; this is the road’s profile. Great sophistication in road construction is possible 
with dual GPS-controlled profilers. However, unlike the French, we often ignore the 
high standards of profile accuracy of which these machines are well capable, because 
of expense. The town’s bypass is an example of such cost cutting and an inevitable 
source of forthcoming complaints, from residents of the New Development. If you want 
to see what standards should be, if these bypasses are to be tolerated by residents, 
then take the  M11/Jct 14 exit and then the Easterly turning towards Impington.  That 
short turning stretch of macadam, is an example of what can be achieved, provided 
profiler standards are set high enough.  I fear that prospects for the Little Hadham 
bypass point to one noisy misery being multiplied by another, due to cost over-runs 
and the large increase in HGVs the new road will attract.   
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Highways Maintenance Programmes Get Underway
Hertfordshire has an annual programme of future planned strategic works to 
maintain and improve the highway network. This is known as our Integrated 
Works Programme (IWP). Our future work includes a variety of planned maintenance works to 
roads, bridges and pavements and improvement works like tackling safety problems, reducing 
traffic congestion or assisting pedestrians.

Further information on our future planned works can be found on our website www.hertsdirect.
org and by searching and then clicking on the link ‘Highways Future Planned Works’. From this 
webpage, you can find maps and lists showing works relative to your area, as well as details 
on the more common works and maintenance processes.

As we move into the summer months, you will start to notice increasing activity on our highway 
network, with many of our seasonal, more weather dependent roadworks getting underway. The 
most commonly used road treatment in the rural areas is surface dressing, a process where 
hot bitumen is sprayed onto the road and chippings are then applied and rolled in. The road is 
then swept to remove excess chippings.

A surface dressing is laid over the top of the existing road surface to seal and protect it, and it 
is a very cost effective way of prolonging the life of the road by sealing the surface to prevent 
water ingress, in addition to restoring the road’s skidding resistance. 

For information on where and when our planned work is taking place, visit www.roadworks.org 
then click on, ‘Map Layers’,  ‘Roadworks’, and then select the period you wish to view. This is a 
very useful website that shows all planned activity on the highway, including work undertaken 
by other organisations, such as Utility Companies (water, gas etc), and events that impact on 
traffic, like carnivals and parades. 

Message from your County Councillor, Graham McAndrew 

Adverts removed
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Tired? Stressed? Not eating well? You’re not alone!
How are you? We asked Hertfordshire residents this question in a recent poll and 
found that just one in 10 of us are getting enough sleep, one in four don’t get 
any exercise, a whopping 72 per cent are stressed and almost a third of us eat 
takeaways at least once a week. 

These things can have a huge impact on our health, so Hertfordshire County 
Council is supporting the Public Health England One You campaign to help people 
make changes to their lifestyle and get healthier and happier. 

Residents can go online and take the ‘How Are You’ quiz to find out what their 
health score is and get tips and ideas on easy ways to improve their habits. 

Making better choices today could prevent conditions like type 2 diabetes, cancer 
and heart disease, and reduce our risk of suffering a stroke or living with dementia, 
disability and frailty in later life. 

Teresa Heritage, Cabinet Member for Public Health, Localism and Libraries, 
said: “By the time we reach our 40s and 50s many of us will have dramatically 
increased our chances of becoming ill later in life.  We neglect ourselves and 
gradually sleepwalk into poor health. 

“I took the One You ‘How Are You’ quiz and scored seven, which is about what I 
expected. I’d really recommend it as it was quite good fun - it made me think about 
my lifestyle and provided me with a personalised plan. My role as a Councillor does 
not enable me to take as much exercise as I would like, so I’ll be checking out 
the apps to get some ideas for simple changes I can make that fit into my busy 
lifestyle.” 

To support and raise awareness of the One You campaign, Hertfordshire will be 
hosting a One You Day on Thursday 7 July 2016 to provide opportunities for 
Hertfordshire residents to get involved.  There will be fun health and wellbeing 
events taking place across the county to help motivate and inspire people to make 
changes. 

If you are a part of a community group or organisation that would like to 
get involved by running your own activities on One You Day, please visit www.
hertsdirtect.org/oneyou or email phnews@hertfordshire.gov.uk  Information about 
the free activities taking place on the day will be available on the website soon. You 
can also follow #OneYouDay on Twitter. 

To take the How Are You quiz and find out more about the range of support 
available in Hertfordshire, visit www.hertsdirect.org/oneyou. 



There is a service of Holy Communion every Wednesday at 10.30am at St Andrew’s

June diary for Little Hadham and Albury
(part of the Ash and Quin Valleys’ team incorporating

Much Hadham, Braughing, Furneux and Stocking Pelham.)

The Register:  There have been no entries in the Register this month

Editor : Jan Finn, Jute House, 85a Bradford Street, Bocking Essex, CM7 9AU e-mails:  htfp@clocktower.co.uk
All articles for inclusion; sponsorship; and payment for advertising in the next issue

must be received by the18th of the month.  (cheques payable to Little Hadham PCC) 
Little Hadham Parish News is distributed free by St Cecilia’s church

Prayer Chain
Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive prayer requests.

Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will be forwarded to 
the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a period of time. 

All requests will be confidential.

Please ring anytime:  Janet: 842671,  Karin: 771532

5 Sunday,    Trinity 2 
9.15am   Family Communion at Much Hadham
11.15am   Holy Communion at St. Mary’s,  Albury
   No service at St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

12 Sunday,    Trinity 3
9.15am   Holy Communion at Much Hadham.
11.15am   Morning Worship & Sunday School, St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham

19 Sunday,   Trinity 4
9.15am   Holy Communion at St Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
   Team Holy Communion taken by Rev. Chris Boulton
   No service at St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

26 Sunday,    Trinity 5
9.15am   Holy Communion at Much Hadham
11.15am   Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Albury
   No service at St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

29 Wednesday,   1st after Trinity

10.00am   Midweek Holy Communion at St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham


