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When? Saturday May 7th
What Time? 9.30am
Where? Little Hadham Village Hall
THE ONE & ONLY
Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
PLANT SALE & COFFEE MORNING
Come along for great plants at great prices
and Fabulous Refreshments
plus Garden bits & bobs
and a Book Stall

Rector of Parish: Vacancy from 14.1.16
01279 842609
muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com

Asst. Priest: Revd. Clive Slaughter
01279 844955
marcia.slaughter@virgin.net

Churchwardens

Mr Don Gibson
01279 – 771325, 0782 1019196
dfg-at-priors@lineone.net

Mrs Karin Green
01279 - 771532
gouldburn.green@outlook.com

Log on to www.littlehadham.com for issues dating back to May 2006

Letter from the Team Vicar
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Parish Council News
The Parish Archives are going to be moved
to County Hall at Hertford where they can
be stored safely and viewed on site. If any
residents would like to view them before they
are moved would they make contact with
the Parish Clerk. The intention is to scan the
records so that a copy can be viewed via the
new Parish website once it goes live.
Next Parish Council meeting will be at the

Village Hall on Tues 3rd May 2016 at 8pm.
We use the main hall so there is plenty of
space, and there is also a hearing loop
installed for the hard of hearing. Please come
and let the Councillors know what you would
like to see happen in our village, and listen to
the work being carried out.
Parish Clerk is contactable on 01279 842803
or email clerklittlehadham@gmail.com.

Campaign to Save Millennium Wood

James Fallan

Millennium Wood is a 3.7-acre stretch of woodland in Bury Green which is managed
and cared for by the community. Its future is currently under threat.
Started as a project by Glaxo (now GSK) in 1999/2000, the wood was planted with 2000
native trees and shrubs and won a worldwide award. Completed with community help it was
envisaged that public access would be granted in perpetuity. Alas, when Glaxo decided to close
its Bury Green site and sell its land, the wood was sold to private owners. Luckily the current
owners agreed to continued community access but have now taken the decision to sell the
wood along with several other plots of land. As many will know, Millennium Wood, although
thriving, is just 16 years into a 50-100 year journey to maturity. So far in 2016 it has hosted:
• Hikers, Birdwatchers, and dog walkers galore; • Little Hadham school’s nature classes;
• 50+ children and their families for the Easter Sunday egg hunt; • Young explorers looking
for insects in ‘Bug Alley’; • ‘Moth Night’ - lots of rare and interesting moths and insects spotted;
• An army of volunteers, building nest boxes, pruning bushes and tending to the trees.
Barbecues, a Teddy Bear’s Picnic and lots of other events are planned for the rest of 2016 and
a 5yr plan has been launched to manage the wood in the years to come.
Now is the time to act to save the wood. A Pledge campaign has been launched, after
consultation with Little Hadham Parish Council, to raise the funds to buy the wood and place it
into a community trust. The campaign is seeking donation pledges from residents, companies
and public organisations to raise the £30-40,000 needed to buy the wood and safeguard its
future. More information (and the pledge form) can be found at: Our Facebook Page: Save
Millennium Wood Via email: savemillenniumwood@yahoo.co.uk
Early fundraising has started well, but we want as many people as possible to own their piece
of the wood. The Parish Council has agreed to donate and Little
Hadham School is keen to help as well. No payment is required
until we reach an agreed sale price with the current owners.
Each donor will receive a certificate and we intend to place a
plaque in the wood listing everyone who has (hopefully) helped
us buy it. If you’re not a nature lover, then gift a donation in the
name of a friend or loved one who is!
3

Little Hadham & Albury Social Club
At our April meeting Ennis Rogers, from Cradle End, gave an interesting insight into the work
of the RSPCA Hertfordshire East Branch; a charitable organisation which raises its own funds
locally for local animals. Ennis has dedicated over two decades of hard work and volunteers
regularly; at this very moment she is running a competition “Name That Doll” - for £1 you can
guess the eventual name of the doll kindly donated by a parishioner. If you would like more
info on any of the work Ennis does, do contact her on 01279 658585. On Tuesday May 10th
we are off to COOK in Bishop’s Stortford for a food tasting visit – everyone is welcome but
please let me know if you would like to come (tel. 01279 898591 as I have to let COOK
know numbers). Meet at Little Hadham Village Hall car park 6.20pm – we need to get to
COOK by 6.45pm for 7pm start. Thank you for your wonderful support, Ennis raised £46!
Carmela, Binnie & Sue

EHC Grants
East Herts Council is pleased to announce the launch of its Community Capital Grants Scheme
for 2016/17. Grants of up to £8,000 are available to eligible groups and projects. Go to www.
eastherts.gov.uk/grants to find out more and download an application.
Deadline to apply is 23 May 2016. If you would like to discuss your project, please book a
slot at our drop in session on 4 May. Contact the business support officer Tracy Matthews on
tracy.matthews@eastherts.gov.uk or 01992531616.

Adverts removed

4

Easter Egg Hunt
Over 50 children with
accompanying adults turned
out for the Easter Egg
Hunt in Millennium Wood
on Easter Sunday, a really
pleasing number. We all
waded through the mud
trying to find cards that gave
the names of birds found
in the wood which, when
completed was rewarded
with a small bag of eggs.
Many thanks to Gail Ellis, Joel Ellis and Ennis Rogers for helping with setting up and serving
tea and coffee and also to Wendy for spending time bagging the eggs and helping tie ribbons
on over 700 cards which we placed on trees throughout the habitat.
Donations were requested and the Friends of Millennium Wood are most grateful for the £120
made after expenses were covered. This money will be used to improve the wood habitat once
the sale of the plot has been completed.
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Brownies Report
Brownies have had an amazing term with a sausage challenge theme. The events included
Sausage tasting from around the world, Sausage dog challenge, Dog show, Making dog biscuits
and concluding with a visit from ARC the dog rescue centre with a sausage and mash supper.
We are currently planning our next pack holiday too.
We said a sad goodbye to one of our Brownies who is off travelling for a year.
We do have lots of spaces and would love to fill them. If you are interested please call me on
01279654624. Little Hadham Brownies, girls aged 7-10 years, 4.30 -6pm Tuesday evenings
or visit our face book page 				
Judi Wheeler, Brown Owl

Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
Lovely to see so many at the March meeting when we combined a quick AGM with Jonathan
Forgham’s talk on all the birds, moths and butterflies around the Parish.
Don’t forget the Plant Sale on Saturday 7th May (as per the front page,if you missed it go back
and have a look.). Our club night this month is on Tuesday 17th May, 7.45 for 8.00 at the
Village Hall. Andrew Hellman from RHS Hyde Hall will be telling us How the Echinacea came
to Essex. Club members free, non-members £3 including refreshments.
Thought for the month – Gardening is a matter of your enthusiasm holding up until your back
gets used to it.
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Is Scouting for You?
Dear Villagers, Parents/Carers, Grandparents,
Since our former Group Scout Leader stepped down at the end of 2015 we have been
looking for a volunteer (or group of volunteers) to help fill this role.
You do not need to know anything about Scouting, tie knots, sing songs or run
programmes for children. The purpose of the GSL is to help manage the leaders who
do know these things so this role is suited to anyone with good people management
skills who can spare some time to volunteer. This role could be divided up between a
number of people to help share responsibilities.
Scouting is a great way of contributing to the community, making new friends and
challenging yourself. Our adult training has won national awards and can be useful in
your work and personal life. If you are at all interested please chat with Katie Dowse,
07854 413909 or email in confidence to lexellington@hotmail.com to find out more.
Katie Dowse,
Scout Committee
07854 413909, 01279 841058

Adverts removed
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The Hundred Parishes		

Ken McDonald, Secretary

The first Hundred Parishes Society talk this year will be on Monday, May 9th at 7:30pm in
Stansted Mountfitchet’s Crafton Green Community Centre, when geologist Gerald Lucy will talk
about “The Hundred Parishes - the last Hundred Million Years”. Non-members of the Society
will be most welcome. A £5 entry fee will also cover tea/coffee and biscuits.
The underlying geology of an area gives the backbone to its landscape and the soils influence
what grows here. The local calcareous soils suit Ash trees which are a major component of our
woods, coppices, hedges and waysides. Ash produces a useful wood which burns readily and
makes excellent handles for tools. It is a host to a number of creatures, some of which are
specific to this tree species.
Sadly, Ash trees are under attack from a virulent disease called Ash Dieback. This was first
noted in the UK on imported trees and is now widespread. The disease is caused by a fungus
which spreads throughout the tissues of the tree interfering with the transport of water, causing
stress and death. Its symptoms are more readily observed in younger trees as the foliage
withers and turns black as it dies; beneath the bark the infected tissue is black. In mature trees
the annual growth rate is minimal as the trees struggle to combat the damaging effect of the
fungus. At the moment, all we can do is wait as we do not know how quickly these trees may
die, but the potential loss of so many Ash trees will have a major impact on the appearance of
our landscape. For further information, advice on reporting infected trees and how to deal with
them, please see the Forestry Commission website, www.forestry.gov.uk.
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Nature Notes: March – April

		

Jonathan Forgham

Signs of Spring can be found throughout the parish as I write (17th April) and many birds
are now singing on their territory. The first migrants have arrived back, along with the first
emergence of butterflies. The first chiffchaff was singing in Millennium Wood on the 22nd
March and by the 16th April there were 4 of them calling. A
blackcap was heard in Chapel Lane on the 29th and a willow
warbler was noted, also in Millennium Wood, on the 5th. This
was most pleasing as it is a bird that is declining in the south
of the UK and the work carried out in the wood was aimed at
attracting the warbler. I have not recorded one in the parish
since 2011, so a good find. This was a non-singing bird, so
either a female or a bird just re-fuelling before carrying on
further north. On the 11th I came across the 1st swallows of
the year, around Clinton’s Farm. One shown here.
Butterflies are now on the wing, with the large yellow brimstone recorded on the 22nd March,
a peacock on the 2nd April and a comma on the 5th. Moth numbers are slowly increasing,
with 11 new species for the year being recorded as from 18th March. This included the rare
Povolyna leucapennella, a tiny micro moth trapped on the 26th March. This is only the 3rd
record of this moth for the county, so indeed, a good find. On the 14th Graeme Smith from Herts
continued on page 20
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2016 Rural Living
Awards
Awards for those caring about
Rural Living and the Rural Environment
What are they?

The awards celebrate efforts made by groups or individuals to improve life and enhance the environment
in Hertfordshire's villages and its countryside. Anyone
interested in the future of rural living in Hertfordshire
is invited to make a nomination.ake a nomination

How do I nominate?

You can nominate yourself or other individuals or
groups. Forms are downloadable from our website
www.cpreherts.org.uk

How does it work?

A panel of expert judges will review the nominations
during the summer and the Awards will be presented
at an Awards Evening in the autumn.

Adverts removed

ENTER NOW: closing date 27 May
CPRE Hertfordshire, 31a Church Street, Welwyn, Herts AL6 9LW
Email: office@cpreherts.org.uk Tel: 01438 717587
Registered Charity No. 1162419
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What’s on in May
x...x		

ininthe
theVillage
VillageHall
Hallunless
unlessotherwise
otherwisestated
stated

3 Tue, Parish Council, 8pm.
7 Sat, Plant Sale & Coffee Morning, 9.30, see
front page for full details.
8 Sun, Dawn Chorus Walk, 4.30am, at the
footbridge opposite the pub. Let me know if
you intend coming on the walk so we don’t go
without you. jforgham@hotmail.com.
8 Sun, Little Hadham Antiques Fair,9.30-4pm.
Free entry on production of advert on page 9,
otherwise £1. Refreshments.
8 Sun, Bio Blitz 11am–3pm, Millennium
Wood. For further details please email me,
jforgham@hotmail.com.
10 Tue, LH & A Social Club, A visit to ‘COOK’
in BS, meet at the Village Hall Car Park at
6.20pm. Please let us know if you are coming
01279 898591. See page 4.
15 Sun, May Fair 12-3, Furneux Pelham CofE
School. See page 13.
15 Sun, Vintage Garden Party for Isabel
Hospice. 2-5pm,The Miller’s Cottage, Pig Lane,
BS. CM22 7PA. Join us for a lovely afternoon
of cream teas, sparkling wine, stalls and music
in a beautiful garden. Entry £5.
16 Mon, Hadhams’ History Society, 8pm,
Green Room, Much Hadham Village Hall.
Canal Boats in Ware, by David Perman
co-founder and 1st curator of Ware Museum
and author of several books on Ware history.
17 Tue, LH & A Garden Club, 7.45 for 8pm.
Andrew Hellman from RHS Hyde Hall will
be telling us How the Echinacea came to
Essex. Club members free, non-members £3
including refreshments.
19 Thur, Way Inn Coffee Morning, 12.30 1.45pm, rear of Village Hall. See p13.
22 Sun, On Your Bike 2016, for Isabel Hospice.
8.15am-3pm. Join us to help us make our
seventh sponsored bike ride in Bishop’s

Stortford a ‘WHEEL BLAST’! With a 25k, 50k
and 100k route on offer through the beautiful
Hertfordshire countryside this is the perfect
event for individuals, teams and families. All
info from https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/onyour-bike-2016-tickets-19333160002
22 Sun, Open Day, Easton Lodge, 11.30-5pm,
Bacon baps and cheese rolls will be on sale
until 2.15pm; hot and cold drinks, crisps and
delicious homemade cakes will be available
until 4.30pm. More info on page 18.
26 Thur, Whist Drive 7.30 £2 includes tea
and biscuits. Contact Ross Barron 01279
771694 for more details. (If you would like to
learn to play whist please let me know.)
27 Fri, Afternoon Tea for Alzheimer’s, See p13.
28 Sat, Farmers’ Market, 8.30 - 11.30am.
28-30 Flower Festival, Hatfield Broad Oak,
See page 14.

Coming soon
June 20th, Hadhams’ History Soc. A walk
around Bishop’s Stortford with Helen Gibson.
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•

NOTICEBOARD
Furneux Pelham CofE School
May Fair
Sunday 15th May 12 – 3pm

• •

Afternoon Tea

** Barbecue ** Bar ** Ice Creams **
** Popcorn ** Cakes ** Candy Floss **
**Zorbing ** Total Wipeout Course**
** Bouncy Slide ** Hoopla **
**Coconut Shy **Crockery Smashing **
** Stocks ** Bottle Tombola**
** External Stalls ** Face Painting **
** Yucky Dip ** £1 in the Bucket **
** Splat the Rat ** Ice Shack **
** Tug of war ** Test your Strength **
** Raffle & lots more **

•
•
••

for all the family

•

to raise funds for

May 27th
from 2.30 pm
Lydennes, Albury Road,
Little Hadham, Herts
RSVP: 01279 771421

•The ‘Way Inn’•
Come an d me et fr ien ds
an d ne ighbo urs over
a cu p of te a or co ff ee ,
or en joy so up an d a ro ll.
Re ar of Vi llage Ha ll,
th ird th ursd ay of th e
mo nt h, 12 .30 - 1.45

• •

Much Hadham Bowling Club
Recreation Ground, Tower Hill

LEARN TO
SUN 15th MAY

BOWL

Diary dates for introductory

•
•

offers:-

TRY YOUR HAND FOR FREE (10

.30 am - 1.30 pm)
18th & 25th MAY and 1st & 8th
JUNE
learning/coaching sessions at
6.30 pm
just £5 for all 4
TUES 31st MAY (half term)
FAMILY FUN DAY 11 am - 3 pm
		
for children plus parents and
grandparents
		
£3 per adult, children FREE
Call Ken (01279) 842637 for
more information/bookings
WED EVENINGS
		
		

•

Alzheimer’s Research UK

Admission £1, Children free

A fun afternoon out

Please join us for

•
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Flower Festival 2016 – ‘Myths and Legends’
St Mary’s Church Hatfield Broad Oak, Saturday 28,
Sunday 29 and Monday 30 May, 2016, 10am-5pm
An old favourite returns to this year’s village flower festival, whose theme for the wonderful
floral displays in our historic 12th century church will be ‘Myths and Legends’. After a gap of
a few years, our popular dog show is back – a fun event where the judges will be presenting
prizes to dogs ranging from the cutest to the most mastiff-ful. To kick it all off, a local town
crier will perform the opening ceremony at the doors of the church on Saturday May 28 at
10am. Over the course of the weekend there will also be a multitude of stalls and activities in
the churchyard to entertain all the family, and on the Monday runners from far and wide will
descend on the village for the annual 10k road race and children’s one-mile fun run.
Free entry, free parking. For details, visit www.facebook.com/StMarysChurchFlowerFestival.
A special preview evening, at which you can take advantage of the first opportunity to admire
the glorious floral displays, will be held on Friday May 27 from 7.30-9pm. A traditional high tea
will be served with a glass of wine, and specific dietary requirements can be accommodated.
Tickets are £15 each and are available from Fiona Cattermole on 01279 718281.
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Little Hadham School
Believing and Achieving

It was good to see many of you at the recent Parish Assembly and we hope that you
can support us further in ‘Saving Millennium Wood’.
On behalf of the children at Little Hadham Primary, I would like to thank the Parish
Council for their kind donation which enabled us to purchase a Queen’s 90th Birthday
Commemorative Medal for each child to keep, as a souvenir of our special Street Party,
held last month on the Queen’s 90th birthday. Thank you!
For us, May is a very ‘testing’ time, as our children have to sit their KS1 and KS2
SATs tests. However, we hope to end May in a more exciting way through holding
our ‘Diversity Fortnight’. The children will be able to explore lots of ‘differences’ across
a wide range of aspects, yet also have fun at the same time! Thank you for your
continued support.
Liz Stockley, Head Teacher
Email your address with ‘Paper-free’ in the subject line to htfp@clocktower.co.uk
to receive a perfect copy of the Parish News.
Give it a try and save us much time and money!

Adverts removed
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The wooden post mill at Ardley built ca 1212 was
the 1st such mill in Herts and one of the first in the
country. Custodian Robin Webb, said that it had
been rebuilt many times, the latest being his subject
“Cromer”, now a Grade 2 listed building, was built ca 1680. His excellent model showed its
construction. Its 12 ton structure, sails, housing, machinery, mill stones, rear fan tail to turn the
mill into the wind etc, is mounted on, and rotates on, the original stout oak post (dated 1679
by dendrochronology). Post mills are unlike stock and tower mills, where sails are on a rotatable
cap mounted on top of a tower. Millers and millwrights were highly skilled and the latter were
the engineers of old. The development of railways, steam power and the repeal of the corn
laws resulted in the massive demise of both wind and water mills in the 19th C. However, flour
was ground by “Cromer” until 1923; the mill then fell into disrepair. Restoration commenced in
the 1930s and it was used by the Home Guard as an observation post. Most of the structure
was still sound in 1946 and in the late 1960s, the mill was taken over by the Herts Building
Preservation Trust. Problems with death watch beetle, etc resulted in ca £160k (£70k from the
Lottery Heritage Fund) being spent on restoration since the Trust took possession and another
£25k is currently needed for repainting. The mill’s fan tail formerly hung over the adjacent road
in some wind directions, but modern traffic prevents its operation: a proposal to relocate the
mill was not considered viable. Robin has kept a photographic record of the restoration work
done since he became involved in 1998, and many of his slides were used to illustrate his
excellent presentation. “Cromer” is open to the public on some days in the summer with Robin
as a guide – check on the internet for details @ (www.hertfordshirebpt.org).

Adverts removed
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Hertfordshire’s Festival of Walking: join the fun
Fancy trying a bit of mindfulness on the move? Or a photography or wildlife walk around your
local area? Or even a guided tour of a historical Hertfordshire town or village? Whatever your
interest, there will be a walk to suit you as part of Hertfordshire’s first ever Walking Festival
this May. The festival has been organised by Hertfordshire County Council’s Countryside
Management Service, in partnership with a range of local organisations and dedicated volunteers.
There are 75 free guided walks taking place across the county throughout the month, ranging
from TV and film trails, singing walks, late night bat-spotting walks, family-friendly bug walks
and many more. There really is something for all the family to encourage you to get out and
about this spring and find out what Hertfordshire really has to offer. Walks will take place
during the day and evening, to enable as many people as possible to take part.
Hertfordshire County Council’s director of Public Health, Jim McManus, said: “This is a wonderful
way to celebrate the end of Hertfordshire’s Year of Walking and mark National Walking Month.
“In Hertfordshire, a quarter of us are getting less than 30 minutes’ physical activity a week.
Walking is a fantastic way to keep healthy and mobile, it’s amazing what a positive effect it
can have on our health. It reduces risk of heart disease, diabetes, dementia and certain cancers,
and is a great mood-booster too. In many ways walking is the perfect prescription, as it’s free,
fun and people can easily fit it into their busy routines.”
There’s a wide range of exciting walks on offer as part of the festival, which kicks off at 5am
on Sunday 1 May with a dawn chorus walk in celebration of International Dawn Chorus Day.
There’s also a Mass Health Walk on Monday 16 May where we will be aiming to encourage
as many Hertfordshire residents as possible to take part.
The full list of walks is available online at www.hertsdirect.org/walkingfestival or can be picked
up at libraries and other community hubs. Some walks have limited space, so book early to
avoid disappointment. All details for how to book are available in the Walking Festival Booklet.
For more information about the range of health initiatives available in Hertfordshire please visit
www.hertsdirect.org/healthinherts.

News from the Gardens of Easton Lodge Preservation Trust
A POPULAR local choir will provide the entertainment at May’s open day at the Gardens of
Easton Lodge. The Dunmow Rock Choir, which was really impressive last year, will return to
the historic Gardens, at Little Easton near Great Dunmow. All our visitors thoroughly enjoyed
listening to the ensemble – and joining in at a discreet distance! The choir will perform two
half-hour sets at 1.30pm and 3pm on Sunday May 22.
Gates are open from 11.30am until 5pm with last entry at 4pm.There will guided tours (£1.50
per head) at 12.30pm and 2.30pm; as always dogs are welcome on leads.
For younger visitors, there will be plenty of craft and nature activities for children – and for only
£1 they can do one of our ever popular quiz trails, with a yummy reward at the end!
Further information about open days and volunteer opportunities is available on the website
– http://www.eastonlodge.co.uk/. Alternatively, call 01371 876979 (leave a message and we
will get back to you) or email on enquiries@eastonlodge.co.uk.
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Message from your County Councillor, Graham McAndrew

Hertfordshire’s roads to benefit from pothole fund
Hertfordshire County Council is set to receive a share of a £50m Government fund
to repair potholes. The grant of £943,000 will come from the Department of Transport’s
Pothole Action Fund, announced in the Government’s budget, which forecasts the money could
repair almost 18,000 potholes in the county.
Hertfordshire’s 3,000 miles of roads are among the busiest in the country, with over five billion
vehicle miles travelled every year and this inevitably results in potholes and defects. This year
we have spent more than £30m on road maintenance and repairs. You can help us target this
additional funding by logging pothole defects at www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults
Information on our future planned works can be found on our website www.hertsdirect.org
and by searching and then clicking on the link ‘Highways Future Planned Works’. From this
webpage, you can find maps and lists showing works relative to your area, as well as details
on the more common works and maintenance processes.

Over 50? Want to keep well and make new friends?
Walking football, golf, swimming, tai-chi, indoor/outdoor bowls, table tennis and zumba are just
some of the activities available through a brand new programme specifically for the over 50s.
There are classes taking place at village halls and venues across East Herts and you can find
out more at www.foreveractiveeh.org.uk It’s all part of a three-year activity programme called
Forever Active East Herts, which is funded by Sport England, East Herts Council and partners
including Wodson Park and local GPs.
If you would like more information, please email foreveractive50@eastherts.gov.uk or call
01992 531695 and ask for the Forever Active team. They look forward to hearing from you.
Hertfordshire is launching a year-long campaign to
promote the benefits of volunteering and to celebrate
the contribution of those who volunteer already. The
launch will take place at the Herts County Show on
28 and 29 May, so look out for our stall!
The Year of Volunteering is all about:
• Boosting the number of people taking part in
volunteering activities across Hertfordshire
• Celebrating the contribution of existing volunteers
towards making a difference in their local area
• Demonstrating that Hertfordshire has a strong
sense of community and its residents are proud to volunteer.
Often, it is those closest to the problem that come up with the best solutions. We believe that
the residents of Hertfordshire know what’s best for themselves and their communities. As such,
we want to build on existing networks of support to encourage more volunteers to get involved
and tackle local issues together, as well as recognising the efforts of existing volunteers.
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Nature Notes,

continued from page 9

Moth Group and myself ran 5 traps in Millennium
Wood. A thunder storm and heavy rain beforehand,
followed by dropping temperatures meant we were
not too optimistic and for the first hour of darkness
our concerns appeared to be justified. However,
after 9pm things picked up and we ended with 24
moths of 10 species, including 2 that were new for
my parish records: 3 water carpets (one shown here)
and 1 powdered quaker. Both good moths for the
district. These additions take my total number of
moth species found in the parish to 577. Still a fair
few to find, though. I now leave my portable trap out
until about 10.30 every night and consequently, am
trapping plenty of moths. Up to 17th April, 34 species and over 400 moths this year.
The spring plants are now in full bloom with plenty of stunning wood anemones to be found
in Stocking Wood, along with lesser celandine, ground ivy, common dog violet, bluebells and
green alkanet. It is now the time of year where I ask for any records of cuckoos being heard
or seen to be forwarded to me at jforgham@hotmail.com. Last year there were 4 different
birds within the parish, mainly around Hadham Hall and Bury Green. Please just let me
know date and place. Many thanks. I also continue to send in any mammal records from
the parish to the Herts mammal atlas project and this month have come across muntjacs
continued on next page
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Nature Notes,

continued

in plenty of places, fox and badger as well as
smaller rodents. Please also keep these coming
in, even if just a report of a rabbit or something
the pet cat has brought in.
On Thursday 14th in warm conditions, I spent
an hour sweep netting the grass at Westland
Green for any early insects. A low catch included
several ground beetle species and leaf hoppers,
but pleasingly also a Notostira elongata bug, a
new parish record (shown here).
Finally, two events coming up that may be of interest for folk to join in. On Sunday 8th May
I shall be on a dawn chorus walk. Meet at the footbridge opposite the pub at 4.30am for a
walk over the polo fields and into Millennium Wood to listen to the wide variety of bird songs.
This will then be followed by a Bio Blitz in Millennium Wood between 11.00am and 3pm.
Basically, I shall be there throughout, recording as much of the natural history as I can, so please
bring along the children to help me with the search for bugs, butterflies, plants, hoverflies,
dragonflies etc, etc. The more the merrier, so do come along.
For further details please email me and also let me know if you intend coming on the dawn
chorus walk so we don’t go without you. jforgham@hotmail.com.
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Climate change – who’s bothered?
Every so often lately on the news and in other programmes there has been the mention of
climate change and reducing carbon emissions, what’s that all about? Surely what we do here
down on the earth can’t affect anything so big as the planet, nah it’s probably just a story like
all the others on the news warning us and trying to frighten everyone, like there is a paedophile
on every street corner, the immigrants are going to come here and take over, Donald Trump will
get into the White House all scary if you can believe it, why should we be bothered?
192 counties have just signed up to a serious agreement in Paris so someone out there seems
to be bothered, what are they fussing about, it gets light every morning the same as usual, it
rains the same as usual, sometimes the sun shines just the same as usual, what’s new?
Even if I was bothered what could I do about it anyway, I could put on my hair shirt and only
eat carrots but would that change anything, people would just assume I had gone a bit loopy
and give me a wide berth. Strangely our Government have just signed us up to do our United
Kingdom bit to save the climate and then done a complete turn around and said we need to
burn loads of gas and start mining for more in this country, so obviously they aren’t bothered
really they just put on an act at these merry get-togethers where they can pontificate about
what our collective goals are to reduce carbon emissions, have a few banquets and a generally
jolly time and then carry on as usual.
So am I interested in the fact that oil companies are going bust that the oil and gas being
fracked costs twice as much to produce as they can sell it for and their debts are mounting to
frightening levels and pension funds and other dealers in shares are moving away just ever so
quietly from these companies.
Am I worried that just about every weather record has been broken in the last year or two,
hottest, wettest, floodiest (if that is a word), even the jargon seems to have changed as well,
they were talking about global warming a while back and most people were saying ‘roll on get
out the deck chairs’ but that now has morphed into climate change which does sound a bit
more serious and mention of deck chairs could conjure up thoughts of a certain ship where
deck chairs were arranged. Is this really a risk, will our climate ship go down taking lots of us
with it, the planet will cope but will we be on it, nah I can’t be bothered, S.E.P. (someone else’s
prob.)
Talking of ships and the sea whatever is happening out at sea it seems to be sprouting
windmills everywhere, not just a few, not even hundreds, but thousands, what’s that all about.
It’s just people making money out of Government subsidies isn’t it, although to build that many
windmills must be quite risky and need serious investment, and when you think about it once
they are there they don’t need any fuel to produce electricity they just sit there and do their
thing for free for years and years slightly different to coal powered power stations where they
are mining millions of tonnes of filthy coal and setting fire to it just to produce steam to turn
a turbine when the wind can do it for nothing, it is a bit 19th century. Perhaps this is the new
industrial revolution.
Perhaps I should be bothered.
Nah, the people next door aren’t bothered so why should I be. What if the weather does get
worse, there will still be food to eat won’t there, the supermarkets have loads of it and throw
continued on next page
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Climate change – who’s bothered? continued from page 22
quite a bit of it away, no problem then. Is there? The Spanish will still produce our fruit and
veg and ship it over here when they have permanent drought and nothing to eat themselves,
’cause they will.
Someone mentioned tipping points, when things get worse quicker and quicker, like the
permanently frozen Tundra in Russia thawing out and allowing all that frozen vegetation to rot
and produce methane which will increase the rate of thawing which will increase the rate of
methane emissions, nah the Russians will never give away good gas surely, they will collect it
and flog it to us so we can burn it. We won’t freeze in our houses will we, we have a thermostat
which we can just turn up if it gets too cold, no probs.
It’s not a problem that the Arctic ice cap is melting it was floating anyway so doesn’t affect sea
level around the world, pity about the Antarctic though the ice shelf there is disappearing at an
incredible rate and will raise the sea level a bit, but what is a few metres difference, who needs
London, the Pacific Islands, the Indian Ocean islands, New York and…
Nah I am not bothered. Zaphod Beablebrox in the Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy had
some dark glasses which worked a treat – they went completely black when faced with scary
situations – just what I need.

Rural Ramblings				

Cherry Mardell

I write this on a balcony overlooking multiple flowers and green, green grass. It is currently 82º
and getting hotter by the hour. The grass is so green and the flowers so wonderful thanks to
copious overnight watering. I am in Arizona on my ‘summer’ hols. And before you turn green
with envy let me tell you that it is a long, hard journey to get here, and the older you get the
harder it is to stomach! We left home at 10 am and 24 hours later we were here, tired, travel
weary and, as we were then eight hours behind the UK, quite unable to get to sleep. That’s
modern travel for you.
However the good news is that good old British Airways, for some reason they didn’t explain,
decided to upgrade us from the most basic of seats to the level above. Instead of being
cramped into a minute space for ten and a half long hours we had a comfortable seat in a
small cabin, free drinks and passably edible food. What was even better was the fact that we
hadn’t paid for the flight in the first place, but had shopped with Tesco for about two years,
collecting Avios points instead of Tesco ones, and had earned enough of them to get a return
trip for free! So you see, patience does get rewarded sometimes.
Today we are off to visit an old friend, have lunch in a run down restaurant in a cowboy town
with cactus and prickly pears standing guard over the old place . . . things dreams are made of!
We have left behind one cranky dog (who has been giving our house-sitter the run around,
demanding walks at midnight and a bed beside hers!), 23 bedraggled chickens (the fox is
gradually reducing numbers) and ten alpacas with long, shaggy coats who will be half the
size – and bald – when we return. This will probably be our last visit to this part of the world
. . .you get to the stage when, however wonderful the holiday, getting there has become almost
unbearable. So you’ll have to excuse me now – must make the most of being here and of next
week, when we visit a small part of Mexico. Ole!
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May diary for Little Hadham and Albury
(part of the Ash and Quin Valleys’ team incorporating
Much Hadham, Braughing, Furneux and Stocking Pelham.)

1 Sunday 		
Easter 5
9.15am		
Family Communion at Much Hadham,
11.15am		
Holy Communion at St. Mary’s, Albury,
		
No service at St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.
8 Sunday			
Sunday after Ascension Day
9.15am		
Holy Communion at Much Hadham,
11.15am		
Holy Communion and Sunday School, St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.
15 Sunday		
Pentecost
9.15am		
Holy Communion at Much Hadham,
11.15am		
Family Communion Service at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.
22 Sunday 		
Trinity Sunday
9.15am		
Holy Communion at Much Hadham,
11.15am		
Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Albury,
		
No service at St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.
25 Wednesday		
Midweek Communion
10.00am		
Midweek Holy Communion at St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.
29 Sunday 		
1st after Trinity
11.15am		
Benefice Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Albury.
There is a service of Holy Communion every Wednesday at 10.30am at St Andrew’s
The Register: Robert Collins - died 8th April 2016

Prayer Chain
Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive prayer requests.
Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will be forwarded to
the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a period of time.
All requests will be confidential.
Please ring anytime: Janet: 842671, Karin: 771532

Editor: Jan Finn, Jute House, 85a Bradford Street, Bocking Essex, CM7 9AU e-mails: htfp@ clocktower.co.uk

All articles for inclusion; sponsorship; and payment for advertising in the next issue
must be received by the18th of the month. (cheques payable to Little Hadham PCC)
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