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Little Hadham and Albury Social Club 
Christmas Supper 2016

Carmela cooks 
ROASTED VEGETABLE LASAGNE

with all the trimmings
Be wined & dined at Little Hadham Village Hall

Tuesday 13th December 7.30 for 8pm
Everyone is welcome! 

£2.50 at the door – includes food, wine & raffle 
and Surprise Musical Treat

Wishing all parishioners 
happiness at Christmas
and good health in 2017
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Letter from the Rectory         Revd. Steve BateLetter from the Rectory     Revd. Steve Bate

Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club

As I write, November is nearly over and I’m beginning to realise how little time 
there is before all the Christmas cards need to have been written, the presents 
bought and the house made ready to welcome our extended family to stay 
over the Christmas season.  It’s a particularly busy time for us all as the days 
count down towards Christmas in the Advent season but Advent is also a great opportunity 
to prepare ourselves to welcome Jesus Christ into our hearts once again as we celebrate his 
birth in Bethlehem.
I’m delighted that we have been able to offer a short course during Advent and all are welcome 
from across the three parishes of our Benefice of Albury, Little Hadham and Much Hadham. 
More details can be found in this edition of the Parish Magazine. This course provides an 
opportunity to take an hour a week out of the hustle and bustle of life during Advent.  It gives 
us the space to reflect on the way that we live out our faith, welcoming the God whose love we 
have discovered in Jesus Christ and living out the welcome to all that God offers in Jesus Christ.  
Many churches light the candles of their Advent wreath during this time of waiting to celebrate 
the coming of Jesus Christ into his world.  Each candle represents particular people among 
those who waited for the coming of Jesus Christ: the Patriarchs, the Prophets, John the Baptist 
and Mary.  Our Advent course takes each one of these themes, reflecting on God’s call upon 
each of them as they played their part in waiting for the coming of Jesus Christ.  As we reflect 
on the way that God called them, it’s my prayer that we’ll also discover more of God’s call upon 
ourselves – the unique God-given part we have to play as we follow Jesus Christ today and the 
Holy Spirit’s enabling to fulfil that calling. 
As I write, I’m also preparing to celebrate St Andrew’s day on 30 Novenber.  Andrew and his 
brother Peter were the first to be called by Jesus to follow him and Jesus Christ continues to call 
people to follow him today.  As those who have responded to Jesus’ call to follow him, how might 
we live out our calling? Furthermore, how might we help others to discover the love of God in 
Jesus Christ and respond to his call? One important way we can do this is in the welcome 
that we offer in our churches.  Val and I received such a warm welcome from everyone at St 
Mary’s, St Cecilia’s, St Andrew’s and St Thomas’.  This kind of welcome is a tangible expression 
of God’s love and it’s my prayer that all who worship with us during Advent and Christmas will 
experience the same warmth of welcome that we did on our arrival.  It’s my prayer that the 
welcome we offer reflects something of the welcome that God offers in Jesus Christ.
During the weeks of Advent – and beyond – may we prepare ourselves to follow God’s call 
and help others to discover the love of God in Jesus Christ and respond to his call.  May I wish 
you all a very happy Christmas and may God’s blessing rest upon us as we follow his call into 
the new year.

There is no meeting this month but we return on Tuesday January 17th at 12.00 for our 
popular Ploughman’s lunch and a talk by David Marsh.  More details next month.

Saying of the month – Happiness held is the seed: happiness shared is the flower.
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Little Hadham & Albury Social Club
Kiran Chakravarti came along to our November meeting and gave an interesting 
insight into The Sky at Night – we enjoyed listening to what we can expect to see in 
the night sky throughout 2017.  Kiran is a wonderfully talented & handsome young 
man and he boasts an observatory in his garden. . .well it’s not everyone who has 
one of those!  Thank you Kiran.  At our next meeting on Tuesday 13 December I am 
cooking Italian….Roasted Vegetable Lasagne, salad and garlic bread, wine and a BIG 
MUSICAL SURPRISE!  I’m cooking for 30 so please say you’ll come…. IT’S FREE….our 
way of saying Thank You to you all for your support throughout the year!  May I please 
ask you arrive 7.30 for 8pm….our normal £2.50 entrance fee applies…includes 
raffle & refreshment.  We wish you all much happiness at Christmas and a healthy 
New Year.  Thank you for your support –             Carmela, Binnie & Sue

Court Records and their value to family 
historians was the topic of October’s meeting 
by Ken Griffin.  The talk was mainly aimed at 
Criminal Courts from the 18th C onwards and 

Ken has spent the last 20-30 years compiling a vast data base of records covering 
the UK and many of its dependencies.  He gave a rundown of the principle 
courts and the ways in which cases were dealt with by the system.  The records 
give names of accused, witnesses and sentences together with the statements 
given to the court.  He concentrated on Hertfordshire for his talk and showed 
a number of examples with slides and with paper copies.  The importance for 
family history is that many people have someone with a criminal record in their 
past; the indictments, statements and pleas at trials often give a good record of 
family relationships not available by other means.  Detailed records are held at the 
National Archives and local Record Offices.  

Local newspapers often have detailed accounts of court proceedings, but are very 
difficult to search.  The main purpose of his talk was to advertise the fact that he 
is “there to help anyone who wishes to see whether they have an ancestor with 
a record” and he discussed some names with members at the talk.  He is also 
available to help individuals on line. His e-mail address is convict.ken@live.co.uk. 
He did not discuss civil cases (eg Land and Will Disputes) nor for example The 
Court of Chancery and Church Court Records which can also be very helpful in 
family history, particularly from older periods.  A very useful and informative talk 
especially for those members actively researching their ancestors.

	  



44

RSPCA  and Animal Rescue Report
I must apologise for not having given information with regard to our plant stall this year.  With 
the continued help from Venetia and Bob, plus other kind people who left plants, pots etc., 
we were again able to send £50 to our local Animal Rescue Centres.  Many thanks for your 
support – we are ‘potting up’ ready for 2017!

Also, the ‘Name the Doll Raffle’  raised £50 for the East Herts Branch of the RSPCA.  Her 
name was ‘Nora’ and she was named by Margaret Baker.

A walk through the Millennium Wood proved somewhat hazardous recently, with Dog Poo 
left on the trails that have been created for our pleasure.  My first thought was for the school 
children who are lucky enough to be able to use the wood as an outside classroom.  Please 
think of their safety - it takes about 30 seconds to bag poo, there is a created handle for 
carrying it and it goes in your black bin.  Please, all dog owners, do this where ever you walk 
your pet.

Best wishes to all for a Lovely Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year.  Ennis

Frank and Karin Green would like to wish all 
their friends in Little Hadham a very merry 

Christmas and a very happy 2017
The Costume 

Workshop
costume hire

hand-made originals
for

Fancy Dress Parties
Amateur Dramatics

Pantomime
and specialising in

Period costumes for 
adults and children to 
wear on educational 
trips and in history 

lessons
open by arrangement

 01279 771223, 07973 899497
Home Farm Chapel Lane Little Hadham

www.thecostumeworkshop.co.uk

•	 LIGHT	SUSSEX	CHICKENS
•	 PEKIN	BANTAMS
•	 MINIATURE	SILKIES

Claudia	Audley
07796	531071

info@burygreenpoultry.co.uk
The	Bury,	Bury	Green
Little	Hadham,	Herts

SG11	2HE
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Little Hadham School
Believing and Achieving

Countdown to Christmas!  Thank you to everyone who supported our Christmas 
Bazaar recently and we hope it got you in the Christmas spirit!

Senior Citizens are welcome to join us for our Dress Rehearsals coming up soon.

‘The Bossy King’, a KS1 modern version of the Nativity on Tuesday 13th December at 
10am and then KS2 ‘Carols Around The Tree’ on Wednesday 14th December, also at 
10am.  Refreshments will be served after each performance.

We will be holding our very special ‘Carols by Candlelight’ in St Cecilia’s on Monday 
19th December – all welcome.

Perhaps someone out there may be interested in joining our Governing Body as a new 
year’s resolution? If so, please contact the office on the contacts below.

Thank you for your continued support and Merry Christmas!

Liz Stockley (Head), admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk or 01279 771285

Maggie and Mike Smith wish everyone in 
Little Hadham a very Happy Christmas and 

a peaceful and happy New Year

Village IT Services 
Computer Support for the  
Communities of East Herts 
 
Local Friendly Service with  
15 + Yrs Experience 

 Fault Finding, Upgrades, Reinstallation & Rebuilds 
 E-mail, Internet & Broadband Solutions 
 Home, Small Business Wireless Networks & Storage 
 Virus /Spyware Protection & Removal &  
 Backup solutions and Data Recovery 
 Scanner, Printer & Digital Camera setup 
 Software & Hardware Advice 
 Windows, Internet, MS Office Tuition in the home 

Contact  John Felstead    Tel: 01279 841145 (preferred) 
 Mob: 07900 248284     e-mail: john@villageitservices.com  www.villageitservices.com 

RATES  
(No call out charge within 15 miles of Hunsdon) 

PRIVATE  Individuals:-  
1st Hour (or Part of) £35 then £17.50 per 1/2 Hour thereafter 

(£30 per hour Concession for recipients of State Pension) 
COMMERCIAL Businesses :-  
1st Hour (or Part of) £55 then £25.00 per 1/2 Hour thereafter 
Fixed Price options & Small Business or Homeworker support 
contracts available. Please contact me for further details. 
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Rural Ramblings           Cherry Mardell

November was not a good month for us.  It started with the fridge.  We had been having 
problems with it for some time and had called out our local repair man.  A five minute visit 
resulted in a £65 bill… and the fridge continued to play up.  It seemed to be on constantly yet  
the freezer part didn’t seem cold enough.  We called him out again.  For the next two weeks 
he became a regular visitor.  We had it re-gassed ( did you know fridges require gas?); still no 
improvement.  He tried everything and eventually it became clear it needed a new part.  Now 
ours is an elderly American type fridge, so there was a quite long delay in finding the right part 
for it.  Meanwhile we were fridge-less!  I now know that a fridge is probably more essential 
than any other home item.  If a washing machine fails, you can hand wash clothes, dry them 
on a line, wear them creased.  No Hoover? You can leave crumbs and dog hairs on a carpet.  
No oven? Cook on an open fire or  BBQ... but you can’t keep food easily without a fridge!  I did 
my best with a cold box… but it was a struggle!  Bill? £250!

About that time our gas hob broke down.  We rushed to a local shop and ordered a new one. 
It was soon available – but the certified gas fitter ( by law, you have to have him!) was not. 
Eventually fitter and hob met up.  All OK.  Bill? Hob £150. Fitter £100!

About that time we woke up one fine morning to find our dog’s ear was all puffy.  Three weeks, 
five visits, one major operation and a number of sleepless nights later, we still have a dog 
wearing one of those upturned lampshade things which we hope can come off in the near 

 	  
	  

Eastwick Lodge, Harlow CM20 2QT 
 

    *  Large range of Poultry Feed &  
        Accessories. 
    *  Dog & Cat Food 
    *  Animal Feed 
    *  Litter, Bedding, Toys & Accessories 
    *  Kennels, Hutches & Chicken Runs 
    *  Small Animal Food & Sundries 
    *  Fish Food & Sundries 
    *  Large Selection of Bird Food, Nest  
        Boxes, Feeders etc. 
    *  Frozen Meats, Chicks, Mice & Rats 
    *  Hay, Straw, Woodchip & Haylage 
    *  Salt (25Kg) for Dishwashers/Water 
        Softeners 
 

All at great prices! 
 

Also on site: Veterinary Surgery, Tack Shop 
& Cycle Shop 

01279 442388 
www.eastwicklodge.co.uk 

Open 7 days. Deliveries arranged. 
On the A414 to Hertford	  

continued on page 10
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Village Hall News      Angela Fardell

Got the builders in?  Please, please make sure your builders (or you) dispose of any building 
rubbish/paint pots/carpets/wood etc. properly and do not dump it at the Village Hall.  Someone 
from the Management Committee has to get rid of it, also all the rubbish dropped in the car park. 
 We have to pay East Herts District Council to take away our rubbish which goes to landfill – so 
please recycle where possible.  A large quantity of bottles were left in the bin after a booking in spite 
of requests not to, if it happens again I shall name and shame!!
Following comments regarding the Village Hall from the Neighbourhood Plan survey, we look forward 
to seeing everyone on the 10th December from 10am in the hall.  The results of the survey will be 
on display and members of the Steering Group will be on hand to answer any queries.
Don’t forget – all lost property, gloves, scarves, umbrellas etc. found in the hall or car park will 
be put in the cupboard in the kitchen: not really lost, just waiting to be found!

Remembrance Sunday The residents of Little Hadham again registered their respect 
and support at this year’s Act of Commemoration on 13th November at the War Memorial.  
In recent years those attending have grown in number and this year was no exception – it 
was estimated that about 175 people joined together to pay their respects.  The Service was 
solemnly led by Edward Middleton and five wreaths were laid on behalf of the Royal British 
Legion, Parish Council, School, Brownies and the Church.  

The Last Post & Reveille were played on a bugle by Tom MacKenzie and a dozen or so young 
children placed Remembrance crosses to mark the 100th anniversary of the death of the 
eighteen young men from this village who gave their lives in the Great War.

MICK’S CARPENTRY 
& PLASTERING 

SERVICES
Clean & Reliable

All Plastering, Artexing, 
Coving & Rendering 

undertaken.  Also Doors, 
Locks, Laminate Flooring, 
Repairs & Refurbishments, 

Fencing & Decking.
Tel: 01279 758708

Mob: 07811 141275

	  

	  

ð	  

ð	  

DOG TRAINING 
LITTLE HADHAM VILLAGE HALL 

Classes for puppy and 

adult dogs delivered by 

fully qualified and 

insured dog trainer. 

 

Behavioural and Private Training Sessions 

available by appointment. 

www.reddogtraining.co.uk       

enquiries@reddogtraining.co.uk 

07973 886 806 

 

WEDNESDAYS 7pm	  
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Enjoy a glass of mulled wine and a mince pie and find out 
what the future might hold for Little Hadham.

The results are in! Come and see what ideas and issues have been raised in the Little 
Hadham Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire that so many of you kindly filled in. 

We have gathered together all of your answers from the questionnaire, and are going to run 
a drop in workshop on Saturday 10th December to share the results and find out which ideas 
and issues are the most important to you. 

Mulled wine | Mince pies | Drop in Workshop 

Little Hadham Village Hall 

Saturday 10th December 
Any time between 10am - 5pm

Come and tell us which ideas and issues you agree with or disagree with.

Don’t worry if you didn’t get a chance to fill in the questionnaire as this workshop is your 
opportunity to add more thoughts and ideas before we collate the findings into the 
Neighbourhood Plan. This is really important, as it will shape the future of our village over the 
next 15 years. Come along and have your say.

Drop in any time you like, for as long or short a time as you like between 10am and 
5pm. A member of the Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan team will be available to 
discuss the findings of the questionnaire with you, and chat about any further ideas 
that you have. 

So pop in, bring the family and have a warming glass of mulled wine or two (soft drinks will 
be available for children, their opinion counts too!) and tell us what is important to you about 
your village and what changes or improvements you would like to see happen over the coming 
15 years.
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Beware Scams and Spoof Microsoft cold calls
I wanted to warn the communities covered by Newsletters and Parish 
Magazines in East Herts and surrounding areas about an increasing 
pattern of fraudulent cold calls purporting to be Microsoft technicians.  
This ongoing fraud results from cold calls from Cybercriminals purporting 
to be Microsoft Support technicians or on some occasions recently, 

pretending to be officials from broadband and telecom Providers, e.g. TalkTalk or BT.  I have been 
made aware, or involved in trying to sort out the results of this scam, which has been inflicted 
on a number of residents in East Herts.  These calls sound genuine and are very convincing 
particularly if you are having a few niggles with your PC.  Many victims were regrettably duped 
into allowing access to their PC.  Often the calls are from a supposed call centre in India.  The 
caller announces that you may have a problem with your PC and offers to fix it remotely.  The 
scam is to convince you to give them money for their time “repairing” your computer and obtain 
your personal information whilst also damaging your computer with malicious software including 
viruses and spyware. 

These fraudsters often introduce a virus-like Cryptolocker that irretrievably encrypts (locks) 
each file with a code making them inaccessible.  More recently they place a password on the 
Registry or on the Bios (the low level operating system underneath Windows). Either of these 
will prevent you from accessing your PC normally and may even prevent recovery of your data 
at all.  Many people have lost valuable electronic photos or documents as a result of these 
heartless scam.
While they often use email to trick you, they sometimes use the telephone, instead. 
Common scams that use the Microsoft name are
•  Someone from “Microsoft Tech Support” calls to fix your computer
•  ”Microsoft “requires credit card information to validate your copy of Windows”
•  ”Microsoft” sends unsolicited email messages with attached security updates
•  ”You have won the Microsoft Lottery”
Microsoft DO NOT send unsolicited email messages and DO NOT make unsolicited phone 
calls about technical problems with your IT. No reputable company would  request personal 
or financial information or fix your computer.  If you receive an unsolicited email message or 
phone call that purports to be from Microsoft and requests that you send personal information 
or click links, delete the message or hang up the phone.  If possible report the fraud to the 
Police and also visit http://www.actionfraud.org.uk/ or ring 0300 123 2040 to report the 
telephone call. 
If for any reason you have been taken in by these very convincing fraudsters please do the 
following.
• Change any passwords and pin numbers for e-mail and online shopping accounts

• Contact the security section of your bank and credit card companies and notify them of the 
scam. You may have to freeze and change credit cards as a precaution

• Update and run a full scan of your computer using your installed Virus Scanner
If you are still worried that your computer is infected contact a local IT technician such as 
myself.   Safe Surfing,           John Felstead  Village IT Services 01279 841145
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Rural Ramblings, continued from page 6

Look after yourself this winter

future!  Bill? Around £800!

So we look to this new month with a deal of trepidation.  Presents may have to be more pretty 
or practical than precious, food more frugal than festive!

But my wishes that you and yours have a wonderful Christmas with friends and family are as 
sincere as ever.  And you can’t put a price on that!

In the UK, around 25,000 more people die over the course of each winter compared to other 
times of the year.  That’s why Hertfordshire County Council is urging people to take practical 
steps to help them stay well this winter.  There is a range of conditions worsened by the cold 
weather – including respiratory conditions like severe asthma and COPD; circulatory illnesses 
such as heart disease and stroke; kidney disease; diabetes and dementia.  Those who are older, 
pregnant, carers and very young children are also more at risk in winter. 
The Stay Well This Winter campaign encourages people most at risk from cold weather to take 
some simple precautions to help them prepare for the lower temperatures. 
Local pharmacists can offer free, qualified health advice at any time, and no appointment is 
necessary.  From coughs and colds to aches and pains, they can give expert help on everyday 

     
Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

continued on next page
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Look after yourself this winter, continued from page 10

illnesses and answer questions about prescribed and over the counter medicines. 
Hertfordshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Public Health, Localism and Libraries, 
Teresa Heritage, said: “With winter on the way, there are important things we can all do to 
keep ourselves healthy during the winter months.  “If you qualify for the free flu jab, get it now 
before it’s too late – it’s the best way to protect yourself.  Cold and damp homes can contribute 
to poor health so make sure you heat your home to at least 18°C (65°F) and keep windows 
closed at night.  Help to make sure your home is energy efficient is available by calling 0300 
123 4044.  If you do start to feel ill, seek immediate advice from a pharmacist before your 
condition gets more serious.”
There are also other practical dangers when the weather gets cold such as icy pavements, 
which lead to an increase in slips and falls, particularly amongst the elderly, so take extra 
care outside.  Look after you and your loved ones by eating and drinking well, taking exercise, 
socialising with others and making sure you have stocks of food and medicines at home.
If you’re worried about someone or need help yourself, Call HertsHelp on 0300 123 4044, 
email info@hertshelp.net or visit www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/winterhealth.. 
If you don’t fall into one of the at risk groups but want a flu jab, they are available at many 
local supermarkets and pharmacies for a small fee. 
If you would like to sign up to receive regular updates about your health and wellbeing, visit 
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/updateme.

 
 

 
 
 

 
PACE ELECTRIC GATES 

 
 
 
 
 

    1 The Fairway, Bush Fair, Harlow 
             Essex, CM18 6LY 

 
 Specialists in design, manufacture and installation of 

manual and automated gates. Gate Servicing. 
 
 Including video intercom entry systems.  

 
 Staircases, balustrades, balconies and railings. 

 
 Builders Steelwork.  

 
    

Free quotations with            
no obligation 

 
 

Tel: 01279 635525 
email:sales@pacesheetmetal.co.uk 
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What’s on in December     in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated

Coming soon

Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club, There 
is no meeting this month but we return on 
Tuesday January 17th at 12.00 for our 
popular Ploughman’s lunch and a talk by 
David Marsh.  More details next month.

6 Tue, Parish Council Meeting, 8pm.  Please 
come and let the Councillors know what you 
would like to see happen in our village, and 
listen to the work being carried out. 

10 Sat, Neighbourhood Plan Workshop, 
10am - 5pm.  Come and tell us which ideas 
and issues you agree with or disagree with.  
See poster on page 8. for more details. 

12 Mon Hadhams’ History Society, 8pm 
Green Room, Much Hadham Village Hall.  Our 
annual Social Evening where we bring drinks 
and food to share.

13 Tue, Little Hadham & Albury Social Club, 
7.30 for 8pm.  Carmela is cooking for 30 
so please say you’ll come – IT’S FREE – our 
way of saying ‘Thank You’ to you all for your 
support throughout the year!  Entry £2.50 
includes raffle and refreshmen

15 Thur, The Way Inn,12.30pm at the Village 
Hall.  Being Christmas there will be extra 
goodies.  See you there. 

18 Sun, Work Party, Millennium Wood, 10 - 
12. Please come along if you can spare an 
hour or so to help. See page 17.

20 Tue, Carols in the Chapel Isabel Hospice.
Haileybury College, Hertford Heath – 7pm
Join us for a wonderful evening of carols in the 
beautiful candlelit chapel at the prestigious 
Haileybury, the perfect way to celebrate the 
festive season. This year, the Braughing Sing 
will be performing and we will be inviting 
the audience to sing along to their favourite 
Christmas Carols. The ticket price of £20 will 
include festive refreshments and entry into our 

draw to win a luxury Christmas Hamper with 
the lucky winner to be announced on the night. 
Buy your tickets online at www.isabelhospice.
org.uk or for more information please contact 
Megan Sparrey on 01707 382500.

22 Thur, Senior Citizens’ Christmas Lunch, 
12.30 for 1pm See page 13.

29 Thur, Whist Drive, 7.15pm for 7.30 start, 
Entry £2, includes scorecard, tea and biscuits. 
Also there is a large raffle on the night..  If you 
would like to learn to play whist contact Mrs 
Ross Barron on 771694.

31 Sat, Little Hadham Farmers’ Market, 8.30 
- 11,30am.

Are you a proud parent?
Deep in thought, remembering 
my lost one at Little Hadham 

remembrance day.

Peace shattered by three local 
youths on cycles screeching, 

shouting and using the ‘F’ word.

Are you a proud parent?  
I still am.  I didn’t let them ruin 
my thoughts, just felt sorry for 

them as they know not what 
they do.

Jan16th Hadhams’ History Soc., AGM, 8pm 
Green Room, Much Hadham Village Hall. 
Proposals and/or Nominations for Committee 
Membership (both Seconded), should be sent 
to the Secretary one week prior to the meeting.
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Green water butt 
in good condition

Free
Phone no. 07752 897 283

Bury Green area

Socks, socks & more 
socks . . . 

If you are sorting out old 
socks please consider 

donating them to those 
less fortunate than 
ourselves. any socks, 

any size, any colour, any 
thickness.

Please deliver to Carmela 
at The Old Cottage, Bury 
Green or Ann Clayton 
next door to The Nag’s 
Head, Little Hadham.

Thank you.

The ‘Way Inn’
Come and meet friends and 

neighbours over a cup of tea or 
coffee.  Rear of Village Hall,
3rd thursday of the month,

12.30 - 1.45

Brenda and Brian 
Kain wish all 
their friends and 
neighbours a 
Happy Christmas 
and peaceful and 
healthy New Year.

FOR SALE
Vibrapower Disc 3 Step 
Workout and DVD £99 

(unused as too adventurous 
for an OAP!)  

Hexagonal Fish Tank 
 (had a few occupants)

 H 18” x 18”  £10 or near offer.  
Tel: 658585.
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Diary of a Pantomime Dame
Well hello there Possums!   It has come to my attention that awful gossip has been spreading 
about the lack of a 2017 Little Hadham Pantomime and thought it was about time that I 
wrote a little snippet to inform and update all you panto-goers about what is happening.
Sadly, due to a number of illnesses and unavoidable problems, there will be no pantomime in 2017 

BUT
Stop all the blubbering because there IS going to be a show.
For ONE YEAR ONLY the Little Hadham Pantomime Group will be putting on a review show 
in celebration of the art; recreating popular sketches and dances from previous years including 
such wonderful characters as the Sugly Isters from Rindercella, Pinocchio and the Pirate King. So 
come along and be Royally entertained by two GPs dressing up as women, one of them more 
than once, and a wonderful cameo by a much loved former landlord of the Jolly Waggoners. 
There will also be a Men’s Dance which, in past shows, has always been popular. I’m sure that 
there will be a lot of jollity and most fancies will be tickled, perhaps more than once!
Unfortunately, Possums, the show is going to be a bit rude in places so tickets are only for 
Adults and Children over 12, just like a 12 certificate in the Cinema. Flyers were sent out in last 
month’s magazine giving details of how to book tickets for the 4 nights; Friday and Saturday 
the 20/21 and 27/28 January  
Well, now that Hallowe’en and Bonfire Night are over, I’m off toy boy hunting; oh yes I am!  
How can anyone resist me ????

 
 
 
 
 
 

J.Marshall Pest Solutions Ltd 
 
For those looking for a Fast, Professional, Safe 
Efficient more permanent Pest Solution 
 
Rats and Mice, Moles, Wasps, Flies, Bed Bugs Etc 
Locally based 
Please call John on 07725 415826 or  
01279 844956 
Email: marshallj68@me.com 
RSPH/BPCA Certified, NPTA member  
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Nature Notes: October / November 2016.          Jonathan Forgham

At last, some genuine cold temperatures that nature needs at this time of the year.  Needless 
to say, the cold snap has just about finished the insects for the 
year apart from some hardy cold temperature moth species 
that are just emerging, such as this December moth trapped 
along Chapel Lane on 15th November.
As the moth numbers dwindle I have spent time checking the 
leaves for evidence of micro moth caterpillars.  Over 100 species 
of moth lay eggs on leaves and the emerging larvae eat their 
way into the leaf, residing in between the two layers.  Here they 
eat their way around the leaf, leaving either a tunnel or a blotch 

mark on the leaf that is easiest to see when the leaf turns brown.  See the example photo 
at the end of this article. Wanders through some of the woods and along footpaths led to me 
finding and identifying over 40 species of micro moth, with oak, hazel and beech trees being 
particularly productive. These additions mean I have now found 508 moth species within the 
parish this year, a most pleasing total showing we have a healthy environment within Little 
Hadham.
Bird wise, the highlight of the period (19th Oct – 18th Nov) took place just outside the parish 
boundaries, when I came across a waxwing on Bishop’s Park estate just along from Tesco’s.  
This solitary first year female will have migrated south west from Scandinavia along with 100s 

Local Catering Service
for

• Anniversaries •
• Birthdays •

• Christenings and Funerals •
• Dinner Parties •

Full service or delivery only
Catering equipment hire

Jan Williamson

01279 771272 / 07710 325363 
clouds-catering@tiscali.co.uk

Clouds, Ford Hill, Little Hadham, SG11 2AZ

Clouds Catering
Quality Home-made Foods

continued on page 20
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The Hundred Parishes         Tricia Moxey, Trustee

This year the vibrant autumnal colours lingered well into November along with masses of red 
berries on hawthorns and holly bushes.  It has also been a good year for acorns and beech 
nuts.  As the days shorten through December this feast of fruits and seeds will provide ample 
food for our native wildlife as well as the winter migrants such as fieldfares and redwings. Large 
flocks of wood pigeons are especially noticeable at this time of year.

What makes the wider countryside of the Hundred Parishes so attractive is its tapestry of 
hedges, arable fields, copses and small woods which are a testament to successive generations 
of landowners whose activities have shaped this landscape.  The more recent additions of 
pylons, major roads and railways together with expanding urbanisation demonstrate that this 
landscape is evolving to meet the varied needs of people, while still retaining some considerable 
space for wildlife.

As the festive season approaches, the desire to festoon our dwellings with garlands of fresh 
green branches gathered from hedgerows is still strong.  To bring the outdoors inside provides 
us with a timely reminder that we rely on this vital greenness to revive our sprits when the 
days are short. 

Today’s customs associated with Christmas are largely due to the campaigning of one local 
man – William Winstanley. He lived in Quendon and was an influential writer in the 17th 
century.  He championed the revival of ‘traditional’ celebrational trappings of Christmas that we 

all treework

hedges

stump removal

seasoned logs

wood chippings

kindling

free estimates

fully insured

Little Hadham 
Primary School
‘Believing and Achieving’

Excellent opportunities for 
pupils aged 3-11 years

Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

for more details

A ‘Good’ school where children 
flourish OFSTED 2014

www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

continued on next page
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The Hundred Parishes, continued from page 16

Millennium Wood Update

now take for granted, but which were banned during the Puritan austerity of Oliver Cromwell’s 
Commonwealth.

The website www.hundredparishes.org.uk has more information about Winstanley under the 
People section. The website also suggests interesting walks where you can appreciate the 
beautiful countryside at any time of the year.

A busy time in the wood over the last 4 weeks. The bird feeder is now fully operational and 
the blue tits, great tits, coal tits and several pheasants are enjoying the assorted food I put 
out twice a week.  A great spotted woodpecker is an occasional visitor, also.   A work party on 
the last Sunday in October succeeded in removing plenty of invasive blackthorn so that there 
is now a path to the feeders that obscures those approaching from the birds’ sight.  By the 
time of publication, I will have erected a fence panel at the end of the path and add a bench 
so that residents can sit and watch the birds through slats cut in the fence.  I shall also print 
some bird identification sheets and, once laminated, hang them from the nearby tree along 
with an old pair of binoculars.  The next work party is planned Sunday 18th December, 10 – 
12. Please come along if you can spare an hour or so to help cut back some willow branches 
around the pond area that I intend to develop in the New Year.  Also, a leaf mining hunt took 

 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk

continued overleaf
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Millennium Wood update, continued from page 17

Message from your County Councillor, Graham McAndrew 

I would like to wish all residents a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New year.  During this season of giving, let us take time to slow down and 
enjoy the simple things in life. May this wonderful time of the year touch your 
heart in a special way.  Wishing you much happiness on Christmas day and throughout the 
New Year. 

Mentoring young people in need
Mentoring young people to help them find their way in life is a rewarding way of volunteering, 
and Hertfordshire County Council is looking for more people – particularly young men – to 
boost its mentoring service.   Mentoring services have been running successfully in Hertfordshire 
for 15 years and it has 41 mentors on its books, but only four 30-something men. Young people 
often request a male mentor to meet with, so the council is seeking young male volunteers 
across the county to dedicate one hour a week for a minimum of six months.
Mentors meet with their mentees once a week for a year, providing a listening ear to help with 
a variety of issues they may be facing including struggling at home or school, exam stress, social 
isolation or feeling excluded.
Mentoring is an early intervention service providing value for money and preventing escalation 
to specialist services. It’s also a step removed from social services if the young people still need 
someone to talk to informally.
Mentoring can help with young people’s:
•  confidence and self-esteem  •  motivation to learn and achieve  •  relationships with family 
and peers  •  accessing and engaging in positive activities  •  developing independent skills 
such as budgeting.
This year, Hertfordshire County Council launched its ‘Year of Volunteering’ to encourage more 
Hertfordshire residents to give up their time to make a difference in their community.  To find 
out more about the volunteering opportunities available in your area, visit our website: www.
hertfordshire.gov.uk/volunteering and for more information on the mentoring scheme, search 
‘Youth mentoring’ on our website.

place on 6th Nov where plenty of families turned up and checked the leaves of hazel, oak, 
willow, field maple, bramble, apple and horse chestnut for signs of 
micro moth caterpillars.  In all, we identified 20 species, including 
one new for parish records. Photo here of Wendy, her daughter Amy 
and her 3 grandchildren having fun checking leaves on a bright 
morning.  Super to see so many children enjoying the wood.  I have 
more development and management plans for the wood in 2017, 
hoping to enhance the habitat further, including adding more nest 
boxes, sowing hundreds of plant seeds and bulbs of bluebell and 
snowdrop to encourage the diversity of the insect population within 
the wood. All good stuff.
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Down at the doctor’s    Dr Paul Haimes

The car park is fixed; oh yes it is!
Over the weekend of 5th and 6th November our car park was tarmacked and we’re delighted 
to find that no big puddle formed outside the front door after a deluge the following week, so 
hopefully the drainage has been sorted out also.
Sheryl Moody was promoted from Health Care Assistant to Practice Nurse on 1st November 
and she now sports a very fetching navy blue uniform as proof!
I am also delighted to report that, from 1st February, Dr Natalie Jennings will be joining us for 
the equivalent of 3 days per week.  She has been working for us as a locum for some time and 
we hope her appointment will significantly reduce our reliance on other locums and improve 
the continuity of care for our patients.  Of course, Dr Oates is also called Nathalie and the 
more observant of you will have noted the extra consonant in the spelling (where is Rachel 
Riley when you need her?)  
The flu clinics held in October were very successful and we are already way ahead of our 
numbers for 2015.  There are still some “stragglers” out there, though, and we will be contacting 
them directly over the next few weeks.
At the time of writing, we are expecting a Care Quality Commission (CQC) inspection on 17th 
November.  I will report their findings, along with our rating, in a future parish magazine and 
am confident that we will do well. 
Finally, I would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas and happy New Year from all at 
Much Hadham Health Centre.
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Nature Notes, continued from page 15

of others.  This migration is usually due to either a successful breeding season or a failure of 
their foodplants to produce the berries such as rowan they require to see them through the 
harsh winter conditions.  The irruption, as it is known, can precede a cold winter.  I anticipate 
many more waxwing sighting within Herts before the New Year.  A photo of the Bishop’s 

Stortford bird here.  Keep an eye open for these if you have red berry trees 
or bushes, especially rowan or cotoneaster.  I have yet to record one in the 
village so do please contact me if you are lucky enough to observe a flock.
Trips away have been to Aviero in Portugal and North Norfolk.  On the 
former 4 day trip I managed to see 79 species of bird including crested 
tit, black winged stilts, serins and plenty of waders. Wonderful time in 
temperatures reaching 28ªC.
On my day in Norfolk a party of 80 shore lark on the beach at Holkham 

was the largest number I had seen since the 1990s and again a possible precursor to a sharp, 
cold winter!
Back in Little Hadham, very much a case of as you were.  Numbers of fieldfare and redwing 
continue to increase and a large group of siskins has taken up winter residence in alder trees 
behind the 8th green on Ash Valley Golf Course.  Again, all of these are birds that will have 
travelled over the North Sea to spend winter here.  Tawny owls are most visible at present as 
they begin their courtship and territorial calling just after dusk and can be found in trees with 
a good torch.  4 were noted at Westland Green on 16th Nov. whilst out trying to net moths 
attracted to my headtorch.  A singularly unsuccessful visit as the temperatures of the previous 
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Broadband
On page 23 of the November edition there is an article about the fast internet service that 
Gigaclear was proposing.  I am not at all surprised that Gigaclear is not proceeding with its 
proposals because BT says that Little Hadham will have fibre around Easter 2017 and also 
the cost of installing the entirely new fibre network proposed by Gigaclear would be very high 
compared to the likely number of subscribers.  I suspect that Gigaclear has reached that 
conclusion and has been looking for a polite way of forgetting the whole idea.
I learnt after many calls to a senior BT broadband specialist within the BT Group Community 
Fibre Partnership that the main cabinet near the traffic lights will be upgraded to fibre (BT 
Infinity) around Easter 2017.  I only managed to extract this information after using the BT 
website to explore other options for areas that BT does not currently propose to install fibre.  
The BT Group Community Fibre Partnership is an outfit that works with local residents and 
landowners to provide a community solution where BT has taken the decision not to provide a 
standard solution.  The community fibre partnership confirmed that they are not able to even 
discuss a solution because BT has already scheduled a standard upgrade to BT Infinity around 
Easter 2017.  I see that the BT Openreach website now shows the status of the Little Hadham 
and Albury telephone exchange fibre service as “coming soon”.  This is shown at: https://www.
homeandwork.openreach.co.uk/when-can-i-get-fibre.aspx  let us keep our fingers crossed that 
BT is able to stick to its schedule of Easter 2017.        Paul Collins

Wendy and Jono wish all friends and 
villagers a very peaceful and enjoyable 
Christmas as well as a Happy New Year.

40
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Issued by Stop Stansted Expansion – 25 October 2016
SSE response to government decision on new runways.
After more than four years of deliberation, the Government has finally announced 
that it will support the development of a new runway at Heathrow.  This 
long-awaited decision is consistent with the unanimous recommendation of the 
independent Airports Commission set up by the Government four years ago under 
the chairmanship of Sir Howard Davies. 

Gatwick was also on the Airport Commission’s shortlist for a new runway but the 
Government was virtually silent on the Gatwick option to-day, saying only that 
it “wants to see the continued prosperity of the world’s busiest single runway 
airport.”

Stop Stansted Expansion (SSE) is obviously relieved that Stansted was not even 
mentioned in today’s Government announcement.  However, there may now be 
considerable pressure to make maximum use of the available capacity at Stansted.  
The Government is expected to say more about this in January, when it publishes 
its draft National Policy Statement (NPS) for UK airports 

A new runway at Heathrow will take ten years to build and, with Heathrow and 
Gatwick already close to full capacity, other airports in the south east, including 
Stansted, will be expected to accommodate the growing demand in the meantime. 
Stansted currently handles 24 million passengers per annum (mppa) and it has 
permission for 35mppa.

Technically, Stansted could potentially cater for up to 45mppa on its existing 
runway.  However, this would need planning consent, and we would not expect 
consent to be granted unless the airport could demonstrate that this level of 
throughput could be achieved without significant detriment to local residents and 
the local environment.      

SSE Chairman Peter Sanders said: “Not so long ago Stansted was first in the 
queue for a new runway and so it’s a great relief not to be in that position today.  
However we had to fight that runway proposal tooth and nail for eight years 
until it was finally abandoned. There will undoubtedly be a similar campaign of 
opposition to a new runway at Heathrow and so it would be premature for anyone 
to assume that this issue has now been settled.”

Peter Sanders continued: “It is also important to recognise that even without an 
extra runway, the number of passengers handled by Stansted could increase by 
90%, so this is no time to be complacent.  There will be important planning battles 
to be fought in the coming years.”
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RSPCA  and Animal Rescue Report

Nature Notes, continued from page 20

I must apologise for not having given information with regard to our plant stall this year.  With 
the continued help from Venetia and Bob, plus other kind people who left plants, pots etc., 
we were again able to send £50 to our local Animal Rescue Centres.  Many thanks for your 
support – we are ‘potting up’ ready for 2017!

Also, the ‘Name the Doll Raffle’ raised £50 for the East Herts Branch of the RSPCA.  Her name 
was ‘Nora’ and she was named by Margaret Baker.

A walk through the Millennium Wood proved somewhat hazardous recently, with Dog Poo left on 
the trails that have been created for our pleasure.  My first thought was for the school children 
who are lucky enough to be able to use the wood as an outside classroom.  Please think of their 
safety - it takes about 30 seconds to bag poo, there is a created handle for carrying it and it goes 
in your black bin.  Please, all dog owners, do this wherever you walk your pet.

Best wishes to all for a Lovely Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year. Ennis

Thank You…
Sending grateful thanks to everyone who has donated socks – (either at The 
Old Cottage or at Ann Clayton’s house) we have had a great response.  KEEP 
’EM COMING please, we collect throughout the year.        

Thank you,  Carmela - The Old Cottage, Bury Green.

2 days failed to continue.  Another tawny was seen sitting in the lane just after Bury Green and 
a final one noted in Millennium Wood on Sunday 13th Nov.
I look forward to searching for more newly arrived migrants around the parish, with the vague 

possibility of coming across a short eared owl as, 
yet again, there has been good movement of these 
fantastic birds from Scandinavia this autumn.  Polo 
fields or golf course would be the best bet to check 
for these.
Finally, insects: a Western Conifer Seed bug was found 
on 15th Nov on a window of a house I was working 
at.  This species first arrived in the UK in 2007 from 
America and is now resident here, usually associating 
with conifers.  In autumn they search for hibernation 

sites, as this one was doing. Also, many thanks to Don Gibson for forwarding a photo of a 
congregation of harlequin ladybirds he found beginning their hibernation in the porch of St 
Cecelia’s church. Again, an invasive species, first noted in the UK in 2004 and now found all 
over England.  Finally, may I wish all readers a most peaceful and enjoyable Christmas as I look 
forward to finding new species in the parish in 2017.



There is a service of Holy Communion every Wednesday at 10.30am at St Andrew’s

December diary for Little Hadham and Albury
(part of the Ash and Quin Valleys’ team incorporating

Much Hadham, Braughing, Furneux and Stocking Pelham.)

The Register:  There have been no entries in the Register this month
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Little Hadham Parish News is distributed free by St Cecilia’s church

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal

Prayer Chain
Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive prayer requests.

Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will be forwarded to 
the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a period of time. 

All requests will be confidential.

Please ring anytime:  Janet: 842671,  Karin: 771532

4 Sunday, 
9.15am   Holy Communion, Much Hadham
11.15am   Holy Communion, St Mary’s,  Albury.

11 Sunday, 
9.15am   Holy Communion, Much Hadham
7.00pm   Carols by Candlelight, St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

18 Sunday,

9.15am   Holy Communion, Much Hadham
11.15am   Family Holy Communion, St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

19 Monday,
6.30pm   School Carol Service, St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

24 Saturday,   Christmas Eve
6.00pm   Christingle Service, St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

25 Sunday,   Christmas Day
9.15am    Holy Communion. Much Hadham
11.15am   Holy Communion, St Mary’s  Albury.

Many thanks to all those who donated to the poppy appeal this year.  

A grand total of £949.58 was raised.  A special thankyou goes to those who went collecting 
door-to-door.   Well done to all concerned!


