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Letter from the Rectory
Dear friends in Little Hadham,
As the pupils in Little Hadham School know, I am a keen football fan. And for anyone interested
in football the past couple of weeks have been interesting ones in respect of the manner in
which the managers of Manchester United and Manchester City left their respective clubs.
Sir Alex Ferguson has retired as manager of Manchester United after 27 years in the role at the
age of 71 years. During that time United won 38 trophies. In contrast, Roberto Mancini has
been sacked as manager of Manchester City by the board after just two years in the role, and
despite City winning the Premier League last year and being runners up this year. The contrast
could not be greater. But what is sometimes overlooked is that Sir Alex’s first four years in post
at Manchester United were not that successful, but the key was that the Club board and the
fans had patience, and were prepared to give him time, recognising that success does not come
overnight, but only through hard work and effort.
In our lives we can sometimes fall in to the trap of acting like the board of Manchester City. We
want instant success and results in our life in everything we do. We tend to regard any setback
as a failure on our part, and to judge ourselves too harshly. But God works on a much longer
timescale. In Psalm 90 we are told, ‘for a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday.’
This is a reminder for us that God doesn’t deal in short termism, He is in for the long haul.
Which is good news for us, because it means that God is always there for us, however long it
may take us to make the decision to turn to Him. And even better, we have a God who does
not blame us or judge us. Because we have a God of infinite patience and love.
God bless, Giles

Arts Award Week, 22-26 July
With support from The Arts Council and The Royal Opera House Bridge, the museum is running
an Arts Award Week in 2013. Ten places are available for 10 – 15 year olds to sign up and
complete the Arts Award at the Explore level. Two further places are available for 15 – 25
year olds to gain hours towards the Arts Leader element of the Arts Award Gold level. To find
out more about The Arts Award visit www.artsaward.org.uk and see the full activity schedule at
www.hadhammuseum.org.uk/art.html
There is a fee of £50 for the whole week. Places are limited; book early to avoid disappointment!
www.hadhammuseum.org.uk Follow us on Twitter and Facebook
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Parish Council News
Thank You

Flooding Issues

First and foremost this month LHPC says
thank you to all those who help keep our
village clean and tidy and a special place to
live. Stephen Stigwood for his invaluable help
with the planters. Mike Foskett for playground
repairs. Karin Green for the upkeep of the
War Memorial (it looks a treat!). Sargies
for mowing The Green at Bury Green. All
the parish litter pickers paid and unpaid but
especially young Adam Purvis and the young
at heart Les Williams “keep on running and
picking, Les”!

A multi-agency meeting is to take place on
Friday 14th June @ 2pm @ the Village Hall.
Flooding issues which affect our village will
be discussed with various officers. Local MP
Oliver Heald together with Parish Councillors
will also be there. Full report next month.

Neighbourhood Planning/District Plan
East Herts Planning Policy Team have
extended the expected delivery date of
the draft District Plan until much later this
year – this is because they are awaiting
technical studies data in relation to schools
and transport to be returned from the
County Council. East Herts have said they
are prepared to be patient and wait for all
the relevant information before launching a
robust District Plan which they are confident
will stand up to scrutiny. Our Neighbourhood
Plan will have to stay on the back burner for
now and we too must exercise patience and
wait until the District Plan is launched before
we can begin work once more on a long term
plan/vision for Little Hadham.

Bishop’s Stortford North
Thank you very much to all the parishioners
who attended the meeting with Mr Tapper (EH
Planning Officer). Most of what we heard we
already knew and it does seem that eventually
the homes which have been proposed will
be delivered – although it sounds like the
developers will have to “jump through some
hoops” to achieve their ambitious proposals.
Most of us are in agreement that it will be sad
to lose what is essentially the only remaining
area of Bishop’s Stortford countryside. We
were all disappointed when the Officers from
Herts Highways never showed for the meeting
so as promised Cllr Mrs Piccolo managed to
speak to Vetti Vettivelu (HH Officer) and he
will attend one further meeting on Tuesday
4th June @ 6.30pm @ the Village Hall to
answer important questions in relation to
the impact extra traffic will have on Little
Hadham once the BSN development goes
ahead. LHPC is mindful that parishioners are
being asked to attend yet another meeting
but please consider coming along; it is very
important to better understand the viewpoint
of Herts Highways.

Will You Help Please?
LHPC would be very grateful if mums & dads
could encourage youngsters to water the
plants in the newly installed planters. Maybe
you could take a bottle of water on the way to
school or when walking the dog? If we all take
a turn the plants are sure to flourish – will you
help please?

Next Meeting
Tuesday 4th June @ 8pm @ the Village Hall Everyone’s welcome, see you there!
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Abseiling for Breast Cancer		

Emma Wynn

On Saturday 4th May a group of Little Hadham villagers set off for great heights to Harlow
Tye, to abseil 120 feet down the M11 water tower. Mick Mahon in conjunction with the Rotary
club organised an amazing event all in aid of Breast Cancer Clinical Trials.
Although the day saw mixed weather (sunshine, rain and even hail!!) and certainly mixed
emotions (fear, anxiety, sadness and exhilaration) all eleven dare-devils managed to throw
themselves over the edge and make it triumphantly and safely to the ground.
Thank you to everyone that sponsored such a wonderful cause, raising just over £2800 as a
group. If you feel that you would like to acknowledge such a super achievement and help
support such an amazing cause then there is still time to donate and help us break the £3,000
mark. Please see Natalie at the Nag’s Head pub or Mick Mahon.

Clouds Catering
Quality Home-made Foods

Local Catering Service
for
• Anniversaries •
• Birthdays •
• Christenings and Funerals •
• Dinner Parties •
Full service or delivery only
Catering equipment hire

Jan Williamson
01279 771272 / 07710 325363
clouds-catering@tiscali.co.uk
Clouds, Ford Hill, Little Hadham, SG11 2AZ
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Little Hadham & Albury Social Club
Our ‘Walk in the Park’ with Alistair Bayford, who is the Project Manager for the
Olympic Park was quite a revelation. Before and after The Games, we have heard
political comments about how, or whether, the area would evolve. Alistair showed
us the before, present and future and it looked good. His involvement has been
from the start and he was able to demonstrate the transformation of a mainly
waste area into the successful site for The Games and show us how it will become
The Queen Elizabeth Park, opening in June. His enthusiasm is complete and he
convinced quite a few of us that a walk in the park is a ‘must do’ in the near future.
After a few false starts with ideas for a day out, we have managed to book a trip
to Peckover House, Wisbech, Cambs. on Sunday, 11th August. The Peckovers, a
Quaker family, lived in the house from 1790 for 150 years. If you would like to
come with us, please contact Ennis on 658585 for information.
For our meeting on 11th June, Jane Skinner will give a talk about her horse riding
experience in Morocco – a land of contrasts. Everyone is welcome, 7.45 for 8pm
in the Little Hadham Village Hall. £1.50 including refreshments.

St Ouen Antiques
Large stock of Antiques
Repairs/Conservation of
Fine Furniture, Paintings and
Metalwork
All work fully quoted
Purpose-made pieces to your
design
Visitors welcome at:
Vintage Corner, Puckeridge
Tel: 01920 821336
e-mail:
antiques@st-ouen.myzen.co.uk
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Rural Ramblings				

Cherry Mardell

It’s war on our farm. Kind of a three-way fight. Fox versus chickens, versus us.
The battle is fought daily and continues through the night. The benefits of free range chickens
are enormous. The eggs are delicious – a far cry from supermarket ones. The chickens look
wonderful, their feathers shine with good health and they are a happy crowd, friendly – to a
fault. They enjoy mugging me daily as I let them out of their shed, desperate for any uneaten
veggies or discarded bread!
The downside is equally obvious. We can’t have normal flower borders – that’s nectar to
chickens. The only way I can achieve any colour in the garden is to plant up numerous pots,
and protect each with decorative netting. Our veg garden ( oh yes, even farmers like to grow
their own!) has to be surrounded by fencing, although the more athletic birds still hop across.
I know when this happens as a battle cry goes up from irate husband as he launches himself
at the veg patch and scares the waybird into flying out again. And then there’s the problem
of chicken poo – they have no idea about house-training, and usually choose right outside our
door to leave their mark. We have come to learn to live with all the above. But foxes are
another story.
We have lost quite a few chickens over the last three years to foxes. They come by day, usually
when the chickens are massed outside the henhouse, deciding if the time is right to go to bed.
Unless you’re prepared to stand guard for half an hour while the chickens make this major
decision, then you’ve lost the battle. And foxes come virtually every night. Despite the fact our
continued on page 9

	
  

	
  

Eastwick Lodge, Harlow CM20 2QT

* Large range of Poultry Feed &
Accessories.
* Dog & Cat Food
* Animal Feed
* Litter, Bedding, Toys & Accessories
* Kennels, Hutches & Chicken Runs
* Small Animal Food & Sundries
* Fish Food & Sundries
* Large Selection of Bird Food, Nest
Boxes, Feeders etc.
* Frozen Meats, Chicks, Mice & Rats
* Hay, Straw, Woodchip & Haylage
* Salt (25Kg) for Dishwashers/Water
Softeners
All at great prices!
Also on site: Veterinary Surgery, Tack Shop,
Florist, Dog Grooming & Wooden Flooring
Company

01279 442388

www.eastwicklodge.co.uk
Open 7 days. Deliveries arranged.
On the A414 to Hertford	
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Life on the Run 					

Les Williams

If I based my conclusions purely on the evidence of the litter that I continue to find
discarded in and around our village then I think that I could be forgiven for thinking
that Little Hadham is a den of inequity. Of course it isn’t but as you may have read
before, l regularly find ladies’ underwear apparently strewn with abandon. Magazines
that (how can I put this?) are certainly from the top shelf of shops that sell this kind of
‘men’s literature’. Packaging from toys that are definitely only suitable for adults and
all manner of gels, lotions and other accoutrements of a very dubious nature.
But even I was surprised when I climbed down a roadside ditch to fish out a carrier
bag because when I pulled it clear, hanging out of the bag were the legs of an lifesize inflatable doll. Although deflated and rather the worse for wear, there was no
mistaking what it was. I already had one full bag of litter so I stuffed both bags into
a plastic sack that I had found. I set off again on my run. Cars were passing me by
but even by normal standards, I was getting some very strange looks. I glanced down,
only to discover that the legs of the doll, which I had by now named Doris (apologies
to any non-inflatable Dorises out there) were protruding from a split in the sack. The
whole scenario brought back images of the inflatable dolls in that classic episode of
continued on page 15

Main dealer standards
at independent rates.
All makes & models of vehicles
MOT tested and serviced
• Full vehicle services to manufacturer’s
services schedules – your new car’s
warranty is not affected
• Lucas-trained engineers
• Vehicle electrical problems solved
• Petrol fuel injectors
• Advanced diagnostic equipment
• Air conditioning repair/service
• Car body repairs
• Family businesses since 1972

Free local collection & delivery service
Free courtesy cars available

A J Dedman
Garage Services Ltd
dedmangarage@btconnect.com

01279 758565

North ENd BArN, hAdhAm PArk, BishoP’s stortFord
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Nature Notes: April/May		

Jonathan Forgham

A period of mixed weather, with a few sunny days giving views of singing birds and butterflies,
but mainly a continued cold snap with temperatures failing to crawl over 13ºC and even colder
at night. The cold nights severely limited the flight of many moths, with very few venturing to
the garden trap. However, this lesser swallow prominent was found
on 8th May, a first for the year. In all, only 22 species of moths were
recorded between 18th April and 18th May.
Birdwise, several new species for the year were recorded, including
whitethroats, now all over the parish, along with a garden warbler near
Bury Green on the 16th. Of considerable concern
is the failure of willow warblers to be found. A
specific search on the 15th, in habitats where they have been previously
recorded, failed to find a solitary bird. The general feeling is that they are
now migrating further north.
A trip to Portugal, visiting the Algarve and Baixo Alentejo region was a great
success, with over 120 species recorded. A day trip to the empty grasslands
100 miles north of The Algarve gave great views of many vultures, eagles and
rarer species such as roller, montagu’s harrier, black winged kite, golden oriole
and Iberian grey shrike. A black vulture shown here. This photo was taken
continued on page 16

TO LET
NORTH NORFOLK
Dog Friendly
Suitable for partially disabled
Weekly Lets or Short Breaks / Sleeps 4
Non-smoking / Reasonable prices
Well-behaved dogs very welcome
Secure rear garden for children & dogs
Easy reach of Hunstanton, Wells, Norwich, Sheringham,
RSPB Titchwell and many NT properties
Excellent area for walkers with miles of sandy beaches
For further details please visit:

www.sleepynook.co.uk

Sleepy Nook
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or call:

01279 654939

mobile:

07761681230

Rural Ramblings,

continued from page 6

chicks are safely tucked up in a fox proof hen house, those wily creatures patrol the area on
the off-chance that a stray bird might still be around. We know they have been because they,
too, leave their evil smelling poo right on the doorstep! Yes, we have the alpacas and yes, they
do warn of foxes by making the most blood-curdling calls. But we often watch as a fox will
make a wide detour round our alpaca fields so as not to attract attention.
So the battle continues… wily fox versus thick chicks, versus us. The fox has to be the odds-on
favourite!

Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
By the time you read this you will either be inspired by all the wonders of Chelsea or sick to
death of it! Television coverage seems to grow by the year. However, back to basics: firstly we
would like to thank all the helpers and people who bought plants from the garden sale. More
people than ever seemed to attend and the Committee are very grateful. Secondly, the next
time we will all meet is at the Annual Garden Show on 7 September in the Village Hall. Fancy
a prize? Then get growing - no excuses this year. Schedules, for those who do not have them,
can be obtained from Gail Ellis, email david.ellis78@btinternet.com. Gail will also be collecting
entry money.
Hopefully by then we will also have news of the swap shop - fingers crossed.

MICK’S CARPENTRY
& PLASTERING
SERVICES

Clean & Reliable

All Plastering, Artexing,
Coving & Rendering
undertaken. Also Doors,
Locks, Laminate Flooring,
Repairs & Refurbishments,
Fencing & Decking.
Tel: 01279 758708
Mob: 07811 141275
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Little Hadham Cricket Club 		

Neil Oxborrow

Little Hadham Cricket Club started the new season, with a home match against London
based side Craven in mid April and batting first Little Hadham scored 176 for 6 wickets. All
the Hadham batsmen scored runs, with the top scorers being Ollie Radley with 34, David
Jones (27 not out) and Alan South (25 not out). In reply Craven lost some early wickets and
eventually batted out for a draw ending up on 76 for 5.
The following week Chrishall were the visitors and the away team batted first scoring 205
all out, with David Wheatley and Ciaran Nash taking three wickets apiece. Hadham’s reply
started steadily, but when David Wheatley (78) and James Law (37) came together with the
fall of the second wicket they put on a partnership of 103. Despite both being out before the
end of the innings, Little Hadham still went on to win by 4 wickets.
A home match against local rivals Stocking Pelham was the next match. Batting first Little
Hadham struggled to reach 121 for 7 with Neil Oxborrow top scoring with 35. Pelham
seemed to be cruising to victory at 94 for 1, needing only 28 more runs to win off 12
overs. However a flurry of wickets, including three for David Jones resulted in Stocking Pelham
hanging on for a draw at 112 for 8.
The following day (May bank holiday Monday), North Weald were the visitors to Bury Green.
Batting first Hadham again struggled to post a big score finishing their innings on 123 for
5, with David Wheatley scoring 45. This time the Hadham total was not enough and North
continued on next page

Locally based
computer repairs &
support.
Repairs, Upgrades, New User
Training, Network Setup, etc.
All your IT requirements from a
local supplier.

Tel: 01279779184 (in full)
Mob: 07531968416
Or visit
www.hometekcomputing.com

BIRD GUARDS AND COWLS ALSO FITTED
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LH Cricket Club,

continued from page 10

Weald reached their target to win by 6 wickets.
The following Sunday saw the first away match for the club, travelling to Rickling Green to play
Manuden. The hosts batted first and were bowled out for just 79 with Neil Oxborrow taking
5 wickets for 16 runs. Despite batting through rain for all their innings Hadham reached
their target for the loss of just two wickets with Martin Hallmark scoring 22 and Ciaran Nash
making 24.
June Fixtures
Sun 2nd		
Nazeing Common			
Away 14.00
Sun 9th		
Stocking Pelham			
Away 14.00
Tue 11th		
Aythorpe Roding (Davies Cup)
Away 18.00
Sun 16th		
Stansted Hall & Elsenham		
Home 14.00
Sun 23rd		
Potter Street			
Away 14.00
Sun 30th		
Ardleigh Green			
Home 14.00
The club is always looking to attract new members, so if you are interested in playing cricket
and therefore help support your village side, then please contact us on the numbers below
even if you have never played before or wish to take up the sport again after a break from
playing. We are a very friendly club and would welcome new members of all ages and abilities.
Please contact either Martin Hallmark 01279 771033 or Alan South 01279 651603 for
further details.

www.DaveGreenPlumbing.co.uk

Tel: 01920 870168/07899 931030
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What’s on in June. . .

in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated

1 Sat, Jumble Sale for Isabel Hospice,2.30pm
Thundridge Village Hall. 20p entry. Details
01920 462992.
4 Tue, Parish Council Meeting, 8pm.
6, 20 Thur, Mobile Library, See p13.
9 Sun, Village Walk around Furneux Pelham
A very enjoyable walk for Isabel Hospice,
starting at The Brewery Tap in Furneux Pelham.
Hog Roast available to purchase afterwards in
the pub garden. For more information and a
sponsor form please contact Mary Gethin on
01279 777610.
10 Mon, A Walk around Standon, starting
from St Mary’s Church, Standon at 7:30pm.
A 21/2 mile walk on public footpaths south of
the village of Standon, taking in the site of a
paper mill, some intriguing earthworks and a
medieval deer park.
11 Tue, Coffee Morning for Isabel Hospice.
You are welcome to attend our fundraising
coffee mornings, held the second Tuesday of
the month at Markwell Pavilion in Bishop’s
Stortford. Enquiries telephone 01279 755320.
11 Tue, LH & A Social Club, 8pm. Jane Skinner
will talk about her horse riding experience in
Morocco. £1.50 including refreshments.
14 Fri, Tea on the Lawn 1-5pm, Sharpes
Farm, Westland Green, SG11 2AF.
Info: allison.purvis@btinternet.com. See p14.
16 Sun, Much Hadham Open Gardens
12pm-5pm for St Elizabeth’s. A “Garden
Party” theme with music and refreshments.
Tickets and Garden Guides available from The
Forge, MH, SG10 6BU.
20 Thur, Way Inn Coffee Morning, 10am-12
noon, rear of Village Hall.
21 Fri, Madrigals at Amwell Pool. Madrigals
will be performed in the beautiful setting of
Amwell Pool, Nr. Ware by Haileybury Madrigal
Society. Collection for Isabel Hospice.
22 Sat, Albury Antiques and Interiors Fair,

10-4pm Albury Village Hall. See p13.
22 Sat, Hunsdon Village Fete and Dog Show,
1-4pm. Entertainment and Activities for
all ages, Punch and Judy, putting, crossbow,
Countryside Craft Demonstrations, Craft Stalls,
Music, Refreshments – and loads more. If you
would like to hire a stall or just need more
info call Angela on 07710 606077 or email
angela@hunsdonvillagehall.org.
27 Thur, Hunsdon Film Club, 7.30 Hunsdon
Village Hall. See p 20.
29 Sat, Farmers’ Market, 8.30-11.30am.
29 Sat, St Elizabeth’s Summer Fayre, 12-4.
Popular annual event held in the beautiful
grounds of St Elizabeth’s, Perry Green, Nr
Much Hadham, SG10 6EW. Stalls and
refreshments and entertainment by Britain’s
Got Talent Finalist, Molly Rainford,
Playsomething Academy and Bollywood Dancers.
30 Sun, The Summer Party, 12 noon-4pm at
The Forge, Much Hadham. See p13.
30 Sun, Something different! Michaels Folly,
Henderson Place, Epping Green, nr Hertford,
part of the NGS. An atmospheric naturalistic
garden. A woodland walk to sit and reflect
by the large natural swimming pond. An
organic kitchen garden festooned with roses.
Interesting structures abound a straw bale
studio for yoga and dance and a Mongolian
Yurt where tea will be served. Don’t forget to
meet the goats! For Isabel Hospice.

. . . and then?
July 6 music@stansted. Summer Soiree p18
July 7 Butterfly walk, Call 07805571551 or
jforgham@theprimaryworks.com to join in.
July 7 Summer Fayre, LH School.
July 22 - 26 Arts Award Week. See p2
Sept 7 Annual Garden Club Show.
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•

•
•

NOTICEBOARD

• •

I will celebrating my first
half century with family and
friends on Saturday June
15th. We will be letting off
some fireworks at 10pm that
evening that will not last more
than ten minutes but will be
loud. I apologise in advance
to anyone near Ford Hill and
hope that no pets are unduly
worried. Many thanks for
your understanding and I will
restrain myself from anymore
until my next half century!
Helen, The Hollies, Ford Hill

Wanted

•

Ferret poo,
to deter rabbits!
Please ring
771306
if you can help!

•

•

Fireworks

6t h & 20t h

•

•

•

Elizabethan inspired food, ale, music and crafts.
Visit the Tudor herb kitchen, find out about their
healing properties and make your own nosegay!
Visit our artist’s studio, create your own Tudor
miniature and pose for your Tudor portrait!

Ju ne

Special 2 for 1 museum entry

•

Join a House Tour to see our unique Elizabethan
wall paintings and hear their full story from
creation to discovery. See our Tudor Treasures
on display together for the first time in our Local
History Gallery.

ra r y
M o bile Lib
.05
13.45 - 14

f rom
- 14.30
N ag’s H e ad
f rom 14.10
y
h
- 15.05
Th e Sm it
f rom 14.45
B u r y G re e n
e.
A fo rt n igh tl

The Summer Party
30th June 2013 noon – 4pm
free entry

y se r v ic

Raising money for the Museum Treasure Fund.
Much Hadham Forge Museum, High St, Much
Hadham SG10 6BS

•
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www.hadhammuseum.org.uk
Follow us on Twitter and Facebook

•

Little Hadham School

TEA ON THE LAWN

Believing and Achieving

Come along with your friends to our tea
party, make a donation for your tea and
cake and support CAZFEST,
whatever the weather
Raffle and stalls selling clothes, jewellery,
accessories & more
Friday, 14th June from 1 - 5pm
at Sharpes Farm, Westland Green,
Little Hadham, SG11 2AF
Email: allison.purvis@btinternet.com

Clocktower
APPLE Mac
Repairs
Service

inks

UPGRADES
data rescue

iphones

Stortford Road, Little Hadham
01279 771038
(the old butcher’s shop by the traffic lights)

www.clocktower.co.uk
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Congratulations must go to our Gymnastics
Team for winning the Bishop’s Stortford
Schools’ Gymnastics Festival recently. Mrs
Peart and her team work tirelessly over the
year training up our pupils in Gym Club and
the rewards speak for themselves.
Kingswood ‘Fever’ is in the air as our Year
5/6 pupils look forward to their residential
school journey later this month. Once again,
we will be enjoying the sea air near Cromer,
as we prepare for some really energetic days
caving, climbing, fencing etc. I am hoping that
all that exercise and fresh air will really make
them sleepy!
Our FRIENDS Association are busy preparing
for our annual Summer Fayre on Sunday 7th
July where there will be lots of new attractions
as well as the old tried and tested favourites,
so please do put the date in your diary.

Life on the Run,

continued from page 7

“Only Fools and Horses”. I had no choice but to continue until I found a wheelie bin
in which to rid myself of my newfound friend. It seemed to take forever.
Which brings me to another concern. As I run I have to get rid of the litter in any
wheelie bins that I pass. The thought occurs to me that there is a very real risk that
some unsuspecting householder is going to open up their wheelie bin and see naughty
magazines, underwear or even, as with this latest episode, an inflatable doll lying
on top of the rubbish. Apart from the shock and dismay, what about their entirely
innocent other half? Can you imagine the arguments that such a discovery could
cause? But I have no other means of disposal, especially as more and more local
authorities are removing public waste bins in a misguided attempt to ‘cut costs’. So
if you do happen to find something untoward in your bin, please do not jump to the
wrong conclusion!
And finally – I used to think that I was the only one in the village (runner that is) but I
am not so I would like to congratulate my next door neighbour Howard and my near
neighbour Sandra Morris for completing the recent London Marathon. Both have
experienced injuries but have battled through the pain. So well done Howard and
Sandra and anyone else from our little community who also competed.
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Nature Notes,

continued from page 8

after a hair-raising drive up the side of a steep mountain and then driving
full speed across grass to attain a good view. The bird has a wingspan in
excess of 7 feet. Superb bird to watch.
I spent a whole morning checking the village flora on the 10th May.
Plenty of the regular plants were found, including greater stitchwort, herb
robert, garlic mustard, ground ivy and huge stands of spectacular cowslips.
However, a new plant for the village was this Early purple orchid, discovered
in woods near Bury Green. This record has
been forwarded to the county recorder to
discover its status within Herts. A plant I have
never seen before within the county.
On 8th May I wandered around Hadham Hall to check on the
local barn owl residents. Either they are breeding much later
then normally or have lost their young as neither parent bird
appeared to be returning to the next hole with food. This male
was sunning himself happily, fast asleep, meaning I could crawl
closer for a photo than he normally permits. Wonderful sight.
All spring butterflies are now on the wing, with orange tips, speckled woods and small whites
continued on next page

S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

EC-J

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling
Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves
Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance
18 Years’ Carpentry experience

Egbert Charlish-Jackson IEng MIET
Plumbing & Heating Engineer
Oil & Gas Boiler Servicing, Installations & Plumbing
NO CALL OUT FEE
FULLY QUALIFIED

Tel: 01279 777778
Mobile: 07973 213136

07971 228735

Email: eggicj@orange.net

s.southgatecarpentryservices
@hotmail.co.uk
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Nature Notes,

continued from page 16

being in reasonable number. Less so the peacock, common blue and small tortoiseshell
which have suffered following 2 bad summers. Numbers are considerably down.
In all, much concern over our natural history, with the weather limiting many creatures
and so I intend to spend the next month checking up on all species that are having a
hard time. With numbers either low or non-existent, it means that much has been lost
this year. Reports from both Portland Bill and Dungeness bird observatories back up
what I am witnessing locally. Either migrants are very late or more likely, have opted
for the warmer climes of the continent.
Further updates can be found at http://littlehadhambirding.blogspot.co.uk and please
do keep the emails (to jforgham@theprimaryworks.com) coming regarding singing
cuckoos and kestrel sightings.
I plan, given warmer weather, a few moth trapping nights in Millennium Wood. Do
contact me if you’d like to come along and see what can be trapped, identified and
released. Next month I am also helping the local brownies with their nature work.
They are looking to find a new bird that they’re going to call a Forgham! A true honour,
indeed.
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music@stansted
Our popular, biennial “Summer Soiree”
featuring many award-winning local young
musicians, will be on Saturday, July 6th in the
Church and Gardens of St John’s, Stansted.
The first half of the concert will begin in the
Church at 6pm. During the Interval there will
be supper with a licensed bar in the Church
Gardens. Tickets, which we do ask you,
please, to purchase in advance for catering
purposes, are:- Adults £12, Accompanied
Children £5, including food, from Stansted
Carpets, Chapel Hill, Stansted; Nockolds
Solicitors, Bishop’s Stortford; and Sonia Levy,
31 Chapel Hill, Stansted (01279 815282).
For more information about music@stansted
and future events please visit our website at
www.musicatstansted.com.

Stop Stansted Expansion (sse) is a
working group of the North West
Essex and East Herts Preservation
Association (nweehpa). As such,
members of sse are entitled to
attend and vote at this meeting.

all treework
hedges
stump removal
seasoned logs
wood chippings
kindling
free estimates
fully insured
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Down at the doctor’s				

Paul Haimes

At last!! At 3pm on Tuesday 14th May 2013 I saw my first patient, a gentleman from
Widford, in the new consulting room, some 32 months from its inception in September
2010! There are still a few things to do but at least the room is now operational.
Many thanks to Iliffes, the builders, and to John Clarke, our architect, for persisting with
the project throughout its various delays.
At 8am the previous day, Monday 13th May, we discovered that our computer
system had crashed. The engineer arrived promptly to discover serious damage to
the main server had occurred over the weekend due to overheating. New parts were
needed and the system was not fully operational until 2pm the next day, a mere
hour before baptising the new consulting room! My apologies to all of you who were
inconvenienced but I would like to express my thanks and congratulations to our staff
who coped admirably, and in some cases ingeniously, with the difficulties a sudden
computer crash entails.
Dr Macbay has now departed on maternity leave and is not due back for over a
year; sometime in the summer of 2014. She has our best wishes for the birth of
what will be her second child, which will be announced in this very journal in due
course. There will be some changes to the Doctors’ surgery times as a result of her
absence; for example Dr Oates is switching from Tue/Fri to Mon/Thur, with alternate
Friday mornings, and I will probably change my Friday morning surgery at Hunsdon
to Thursday morning.
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NICOLA CHAMBERS
architecture + design

please call to discuss your project, we do...

residential

RIBA Chartered
Architect

new build
refurbishment
extensions
loft conversions
garden rooms
planning
building regulations
community &
commercial projects

t: 01279 842795 I m: 07964 356656

www.nicolachambers.com
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The Hadhams’ History Society		

Gordon Cliffe

Archaeological Dig (The Big Dig – continued) Location, Forge Museum
Garden, Much Hadham, 20th & 21st April, 2013.
On the first gorgeous weekend of the year members of the society, together with local helpers,
young and old, started our second dig. Last year, the second of two locations had only been
investigated to a short depth. It was thus decided to fully explore this second site, which is
located in the rear garden of the museum. It was estimated to be a few yards inside an old
boundary line, as shown on Lenny & Croft’s 1833 Map of Great Hadham.
Last year’s 1m square pit (2013 pit 1) was relocated and carefully dug to a depth of 70cm
in 10cm sections. Many brick and tile fragments, pot sherds, iron, nails and glass, probably
Victorian, were uncovered down to a depth of 60cm, together with lots of clinker and slag, all
this being evidence of forge related activity. Bone and oyster shell fragments were found at
about 50cm. At a depth of about 60cm, a few sherds of salt glazed pottery dating from the
15th/16th century were the earliest datable artefacts found. A gully or ditch feature, dug into
the natural clay was found below this level, possibly from as early as the 15th century: There
was no further evidence of human activity.
On day two, a new 1m square pit (2013 pit 2) was dug a few metres further away from the
forge. In the first 30cm we found the same Victorian artefacts as in pit 1, plus a part of a
stylus (formerly used to write on slate), a mother of pearl pendant and two buttons. One of the
latter was bone and the other was an interesting silver plated livery button manufactured by
Charles Pitt & Co, 50 Saint Martins Lane London dating ca 1875-1894. In the 40cm layer, a
dark square feature was found, which contained a carefully buried chicken skeleton. The Forge
Museum building dates to the late 15th century but nothing of that period was found in this
pit. A BIG THANK YOU to all who helped.

Kestrels and Cuckoos
Seen any? Heard any? Where? When?
Contact Jono on 776112.
1

Curtains

Made to Measure by

Jennie Childs

All electrical work undertaken.

All types of Curtains, Blinds
& Matching Accessories
Made to Measure

Lights, sockets, showers, fuseboards,
extractors, outside lighting, cookers
etc.

01279 730608

No job too small!
Call James on

email: jenniechilds@mac.com
www.curtainsbyjenniechilds.co.uk

07799-626411
01279 726066

32 Broomfields, Hatfield Heath, Herts. CM22 7EH
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Talking Newspaper
What is the Talking Newspaper?
It’s the local paper, the Herts & Essex Observer, converted into spoken form.

Who’s it for?
For visually impaired people and anyone else who is physically unable to hold and read a
newspaper.

What does it cost?
Nothing. It’s all free, including postage.

How does it all work?
Each week we take the two editions of the Observer, select the main articles, record them
onto USB memory sticks and send the sticks out to listeners in yellow wallets. The wallet has
a reversible label. When the stick is finished with, the listener turns the label round, puts the
stick back in the wallet and sends the wallet back to us by post.

I don’t have anything which plays a USB stick. Can you help?
Don’t worry. We can supply you with a player, bring it
to you and explain how it works. The player (shown)
has been designed specifically for people with sight
problems.

Which area does it cover?
Bishop’s Stortford and the surrounding area, including
Saffron Walden, Dunmow, Sawbridgeworth, the
Hadhams and the nearby villages.

How do I go about receiving the Talking Newspaper?
Contact Richard Barnett on 01279 651270, Elizabeth Shellard on 01279 651313, leave a
message on our studio answer phone 01279 505654 or email familybarnett24@hotmail.com

Mobile Library
Did you know that a mobile library stops at The Nag’s Head, The Smithy and Bury Green?
Mobile A visits our village once a fortnight on Thursdays between 13.45-14.05(NH), 14.1014.30(The Smithy) & 14.45-15.05(BG). Anyone can use the mobile library if they are a
member of Hertfordshire libraries. You can even join the library on Mobile A. The mobile carries
a selection of adult and children’s books, fiction, non-fiction talking books and DVDs. Items
borrowed from the mobile library can be returned to any Hertfordshire library and visa versa.
Items can also be reserved from any library in the county and picked up on Mobile A, so you’ll
never be stuck about what to read.
Mobile A will visit Bury Green on the following dates:
6th & 20th June, 4th & 18th July, 1st, 15th & 29th August and 12th & 26th September.
We hope to see you there!
If you would like more information about any of the Hertfordshire libraries or mobiles then
please visit www.hertsdirect.org or telephone 0300 123 4049.
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June diary for Little Hadham and Albury
(part of the Ash and Quin Valleys’ team incorporating
Much Hadham, Braughing, Furneux and Stocking Pelham.)

2 Sunday 		
Trinity 1
9.30am		
Matins at St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham
11.15am		
Parish Communion & Sunday School at St Mary’s, Albury
9 Sunday			
Trinity 2
9.30am		
Shared Communion and Sunday School at St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham
2.00pm		
Baptism of Taylor Sendall
16 Sunday		
Trinity 3
8.00am		
Holy Communion at St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham
9.30am		
Village Hall Service, Little Hadham
6.00pm		
Evensong at St Mary’s, Albury
23 Sunday		
Trinity 4
11.15am		
Parish Communion at St Mary’s, Albury
6.00pm		
Evensong at St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham
There is a service of Holy Communion every Wednesday at 10.30am at St Andrew’s
The Register: 18th May – Wedding of Sophie Mardell and Kenneth Judd.

Prayer Chain
Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive prayer requests.
Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will be forwarded to
the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a period of time.
All requests will be confidential.
Please ring anytime: Janet: 842671, Karin: 771532

MOWING THE GREEN, BURY GREEN
I send grateful thanks to all residents of Bury Green who have so far contributed donations
towards the cost of mowing The Green. May I please use this opportunity as a gentle
reminder to those who have not yet contributed? I’m sure we all agree that the upkeep
of the beautiful hamlet in which we live is well worth a small annual contribution of £10.
Donations can be posted to me at The Old Cottage, Bury Green, Little Hadham, SG11 2ET.
Thank you - Carmela - 01279 898591 or 07825 177322 - email: cam2403@hotmail.co.uk.
Editor: Jan Finn, Ash Cottage, The Ashe, Little Hadham, SG11 2DX (771113) e-mails to htfp@ clocktower.co.uk

All articles for inclusion; sponsorship; and payment for advertising in the next issue
must be received by the18th of the month. (cheques payable to Little Hadham PCC)
Little Hadham Parish News is distributed free by St Cecilia’s church.
church

