Little Hadham
Parish News
s late!

y it’
So sorr

March 2012

Rector of Parish: Revd. Chris Boulton
Asst. Priest: Revd. Clive Slaughter
01279 842609
01279 844955
e-mail: rectory@muchhadham.com
e-mail: cp.slaughter@virgin.net
Team Vicar: Revd. Stephen Fielding
01279 771892
e-mail: slfielding@hotmail.com
Churchwarden: Tony Skidmore 01279 771688
Log on to www.littlehadham.com for issues dating back to May 2006

Letter from the Rectory				

Chris Boulton

“Queen rides to rescue of beleaguered Church.” In February the front page of the Times
printed a picture of the Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams, bowing as he shakes the
hand of her Majesty. Both Monarch and Primate are smiling, and I believe their respect for one
another is high. It symbolised the deference of Church to State, and the mutual accountability
of a Queen who is both Head of State and Supreme Governor of the Church of England. As
Defender of the faith, she obviously thinks we need defending: “We should remind ourselves
of the significant position of the Church of England in our nation’s life”. She also spoke very
perceptively about the C of E’s role in defending the rights of other faiths to worship freely;
and presumably, although she didn’t say it, the rights of faithful atheists to complain. For some
atheists, opposing faith is a kind of religion. Richard Dawkins is a prime example.
It does not therefore surprise me to hear that an organisation founded by him should find that
a majority of those who put “Christian” on the census hardly, if ever, go to Church, never read
the Bible and cannot answer even basic questions about Christianity. It does not surprise me
that an atheist councillor in Bideford would object to prayers before a meeting.
I also know that many people choose to call themselves Christians because they know that
faith matters, even if they can’t commit themselves to it, or articulate what they believe; that
many turn to prayer or the Church in hours of need and times of joy; and that they are happier
with the label Christian than atheist. Agnostic Christian might be a better label.
I have deliberately avoided the word secularist, because it is set in false antithesis to Christianity,
much of which is profoundly secular, in that it concerns the wellbeing and salvation of humanity,
prays for God’s will on earth as much as in heaven, and speaks of the needs of the body as
much as the soul. Secular Christians however have faith in Christ and the God he manifested.
We should not let others define so easily the terms of our debate for their own purposes. The C
of E has always given high regard to human knowledge and science, though our interpretation
of it allows for a dimension that is beyond reason and at the verge of our conceiving, while also
at the heart of our being.
I am grateful to the Queen for defending our faith; but our best defence is for every member
of the Church to demonstrate their faithfulness and fearlessly witness to the value of faith in
their secular living.

Little Hadham & Albury Oil Syndicate
Folks if you would like to join the oil syndicate please get in touch! I am hearing more and more
how some parishioners are paying anything up to 75p a litre for heating oil; the last price per
litre I managed to achieve was just over 57p per litre and that was in the middle of January!
Please pass my contact details on to anyone you know who would benefit from the saving; the
more we order the more we save! Next order mid-March! (This is a community-led initiative).
Email: cam2403@hotmail.co.uk. Tel: 01279 466331 or 07825 177322
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Parish Council News
Little Hadham Parish Website

Small Grants

LHPC is still looking into the possibility of
setting up an independent village website
where parishioners can keep up to date with
community activities and local news. We are
delighted to say that we have on board a very
knowledgeable parishioner who is going to
help with the setting up and running of the
website – watch this space for more news
over the coming weeks.

Parishioners may recall that in December
LHPC invited local groups/societies etc. to
apply for a small grant to help boost funds.
LHPC is to consider two applications before
the next meeting and will report on both in
the April issue. In the meantime the offer
still stands! Applications via the Parish Clerk
please - 01279 842803.

Digital Switch-over

Councillors have been kept very busy over
the past couple of months with various
contentious planning applications – we
would like to take this opportunity and thank
parishioners who have got involved and made
self-representation on planning applications in
their locality. LHPC encourages parishioners
to take an interest, show concern or object
accordingly to a planning application which
directly affects them. It’s good to care
about what happens where you live – and
remember all planning applications and
related documents can be seen at the East
Herts website.

Planning Matters

Most parishioners will be aware that in April
the digital switch-over will take place in our
region. If you are interested in learning how
this will affect you or how you can become a
“Digital Champion” and lend a helping hand
to parishioners in our community who might
struggle with the switch-over LHPC will be
arranging for a representative to give a talk
at the Parish Council meeting on Tuesday
6th March on this very subject – everyone is
welcome – refreshments available, 6.45pm for
7.15pm start. Do please make the effort and
come and attend the talk; you may be able to
help someone in need once the procedure is Neighbourhood Planning
explained. Thank you.
An important up and coming community-led
project to be established: how do you see our
Road Signs
LHPC has now submitted an order to HCC for village “develop” over the next twenty years? road signs to be installed at Westland Green Please see separate item on page 18
and Bury Green; the work is not a priority but Thank You
we hope HCC will endeavour to carry out the We are very grateful to those who braved
work by Spring 2012.
the freezing temperatures and attended the
February meeting.
Donation to The Parish News
LHPC is to increase its donation to the Parish Do please join us, you would be most welcome
News from £90 to £120 per year, we consider at the Village Hall on Tuesday 6th March,
it an excellent local feature and thank Jan Finn 6.45 for 7.15pm Digital Switch-over Talk and
for all the hard work she puts in as Editor. We Parish Council meeting, 8pm.
hope everyone agrees that our Parish News is
a great read and well worth supporting!
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From the Archives					 Angela Fardell
In this day and age when guns are not encouraged for children’s play and still toted by gangs
and part of the military, it is amazing to think that the village had a rifle club. Little Hadham
Rifle Club was formed in May, 1904 and only closed in 1997; its last President was Mr. Ted
Wright of The Maltings, The Ford. The last Secretary was Mr. Pat Gough, 83, who lives at The
Ash and on retiring received a medal for his 35 years of service! Their headquarters was
Brick Kiln Cottage (now Field House) up on Brick Hill at The Ford. The following article is from
The Parish News of August, 1964, which also noted that the Parish Council Chairman, Major
R. Goodbody, called a site inspection at the War Memorial to discuss the recent alterations;
Little Hadham came fifth out of ten in the Group 1 section of Hertfordshire’s Best Kept Village
Competition, and that there would be a talk on “Sensible Slimming” for the Women’s Institute.
“Rifle Club – In our village we are fortunate in having a thriving Rifle Club. In the early years
of the last war, Home Guard rifle training and firing was only possible at the full bore range
at Royston, so one was constructed in the old Brick Kiln above the village. This proved so
successful that at the end of the war a permanent Home Guard Rifle Club was formed, under
the Chairmanship of Mr. Symonds, and the very able Secretaryship of Sgt. Maj. Crome, who
were very fortunate indeed in being able to purchase both rifles and equipment from the
then floundering Standon Rifle Club. Together with an ideal situation, rifles of our own and
the ceaseless efforts of the indomitable Sgt. Maj. Crome, the Club made great strides forward.
continued on page 6
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Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
March is a time when the days lengthen, a stronger sun should dry out the soil, planting begins
and the gardener’s year begins.
Spring bulbs such as narcissi, tulips and crocuses in all their different colours and varieties
with different flowering times can make for quite a spectacle. Magnolias and camellias look
sensational as long as they do not suffer from frost damage, the time of flowering being
dependant on the variety. Forsythia with its blaze of spiky yellow flowers brightens many a
garden and for those that are not a dab hand at gardening it is nearly indestructible. Lily of the
Valley has small bell-shaped flowers and beautiful perfume and they love to cheer up a shady
area. Chaenomeles, also known as japonica and flowering quince, are medium sized spiny
shrubs that often look a bit untidy but are now covered in blossom ranging from white to pink
to red. These flowers are followed later in the year by knobbly green, spotted fruit which ripen
to yellow. A classic spring bedding plant is the wallflower which can come in many colours and
produces a lovely scent. They can flower into May but need regular deadheading to achieve
prolonged flowering.
The gardening club had another successful afternoon talk last month on ‘Clematis’ by Mr
Greenway, with a social and tasty ploughman’s lunch beforehand.
Our AGM is on Tuesday 20th March, 8pm in Little Hadham Village Hall, and as well as the very
short presentation and nibbles, people can come and swap seeds. So bring along any seeds
you have surplus and go home with some that you just could not resist swapping for.

All electrical work undertaken.

Lights, sockets, showers, fuseboards,
extractors, outside lighting, cookers
etc.
No job too small!
Call James on

BIRD GUARDS AND COWLS ALSO FITTED
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07799-626411

From the Archives, continued from page 4
Many years have now passed since the early days of the Home Guard, but the Rifle Club, now
known as the “Little Hadham Rifle Club”, has continued to provide good entertainment for the
youth and older members of our village. Today we have a membership of some 23, a first and
second team. The 1st has won their “Hertfordshire League” four times, were “Runners-up”
twice, once won the “Ladies of Ware” competition and were once “Runners-up”. The second
team being equally successful, have twice won their “Hertfordshire League”.
Our subscription is most moderate 10/- [50p] per annum; cartridges are bought from the
Club at 1/- [5p] for ten, which shows us a small profit, together with donations from our Vice
Presidents, one of whom is kind enough to allow us the land and nearby cottage for our Club
activities.
The “Little Hadham Rifle Club” hopes to continue to provide good sport for all its members
and those interested enough to come to pay us a visit at our range on Sunday morning.”
More next month “From the Archives”.

Police Targeting Little Hadham
Folks please be aware that our local police force is “targeting” Little Hadham for speeding
drivers and will be doing so for the foreseeable future. The parts of our village and days they
target us are unknown to me; this is a gentle reminder to all parishioners to please take care
and drive to the speed limits in order to avoid the inevitable penalties. (This is a community-led
initiative). 						
Thank you, Carmela

FLYING HIRE

Locally based
computer repairs &
support.

CAR & C H A U F F E U R S E RV I C E S
FOR ALL OCCASIONS
To and from Stansted, Luton, Heathrow, Gatwick
and City airports
• Corporate & sporting events
• National meetings
• Theatre/dinner trips
• Guided tours
• Weddings

Repairs, Upgrades, New User
Training, Network Setup, etc.
All your IT requirements from a
local supplier.

• A complete London
service
• Shopping Trips
• Hospital visits
• Urgent courier services

Our fleet of air conditioned vehicles ranges from
executive cars to luxury people carriers and coaches

NEW – LUXURY GROUP TRAVEL
8-PASSENGER MERCEDES NOW AVAILABLE

Visit our website for details of all
our services & contact details.

For
personal touch
For professionalism
professionalism with
with the personal
contact Beth
at
ChrisBloss
New at
e-mail:
office@stansted-airport-taxis.com
Mobile:07968
07968026032
026032
Tel: 01279
721427 Fax: 01279 723947 Mobile
or
visit
our
informative
website,
www.stansted-airport-taxis.com
or visit our informative website, www.stansted-airport-taxis.com

www.hometekcomputing.com
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Another Stansted Landmark
BAA Commits to Selling Back Houses Twenty months after withdrawing its planning
application for a second runway at Stansted Airport, BAA Chief Executive Colin Matthews has
finally agreed that the company will sell back the entirety of its property portfolio around the
airport, a total of 279 houses. This follows sustained pressure from Stop Stansted Expansion
(SSE) and local parish councils. The commitment by BAA’s Chief Executive to sell all the houses
it owns around Stansted Airport is a major shift in the company’s position. In March 2011, Mr
Matthews declared that just some of the BAA-owned houses around the airport would be sold,
whilst those which might one day be needed for a second runway would be retained.
It is also noteworthy that BAA is refusing to sell back the houses it owns around Heathrow on
the grounds that they might one day be needed to make way for a third runway at Heathrow.
Most of the BAA-owned houses around Stansted were acquired over the past eight years in
connection with its now-aborted plans for a second runway but some have been owned by
BAA for over 30 years, having been acquired in connection with earlier attempts to expand
the airport.
SSE Chairman Peter Sanders commented: “This is a landmark decision and very welcome. It
will help remove the blight and uncertainty which has overshadowed this community for far too
long. The sales process will of course need to be handled sensitively to protect the position of
those tenants who may not be able to buy the homes they currently rent, and a few of those
tenants have rented from BAA for many years.”
continued on page 9
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music@stansted
Our fourth and final concert this season will be on Saturday 17th March at 7.30pm, when
violinist Jack Liebeck will be making a welcome return visit to St John’s Stansted. Having made
his concerto debut with the Halle Orchestra aged 15, he has, since then, established himself
as one of the most compelling violinists on the concert platform. He can be heard increasingly
often on Classic FM and BBC Radio 3 and has made numerous recordings. Last September,
Jack was interviewed on Classic FM about his starring role on the soundtrack of the new Jane
Eyre film, which is released on CD this month by Sony in the USA. He has recently been
appointed by the Royal Academy of Music as Professor of Violin.
Jack will be partnered at Stansted by one of Europe’s foremost pianists, Katya Apekisheva. In
demand internationally as a soloist and chamber musician, Katya has been described as “a
profoundly gifted artist” who has “already achieved artistic greatness”.
Jack brings his 1785 Guadagnini violin to Stansted and will be playing the richly romantic G
major Sonata by Brahms and Tchaikovsky’s exuberant showpiece “Valse-Scherzo”, along with
sonatas by Bridge and Beethoven.
Tickets cost Adults £12, Children £1, available from: Stansted Carpets, Chapel Hill, Stansted;
Nockolds Solicitors, Market Sq., Bishop’s Stortford; Sonia Levy, 31 Chapel Hill, Stansted. (01279
815282) or at the door.
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Little Hadham & Albury Social Club
Though it was a cold evening and we all spent the first few minutes attached to the radiators,
we had a lovely Annual Dinner evening. Our menu was excellently prepared and served by Jan
and her delightful daughter Alex; the quiz kept our grey cells working throughout the evening
and we all had a good chat.
Our meeting on 13th March is a social one and we will discuss our day trip. March should be
warmer, so do come along, everyone welcome, tel. 771580 or 658585 for info.
Barbara, Binnie and Ennis

Another Stansted Landmark, continued from page 7
Peter Sanders continued: “It would be premature to view this as a sign that BAA has given
up all hope of ever building a second runway at Stansted. But it is clearly a move in the right
direction and we hope the Government will take note, especially since the Government is
currently examining options for increasing London’s airport capacity.”
Peter Sanders concluded: “BAA must now turn this promise into action within a reasonable
timescale. No-one wants to flood the market but do now expect to see a steady flow of these
BAA-owned houses being put on the market at sensible prices.”

EC-J
Egbert Charlish-Jackson IEng MIET
Plumbing & Heating Engineer
Oil & Gas Boiler Servicing, Installations & Plumbing
NO CALL OUT FEE
FULLY QUALIFIED

Tel: 01279 777778
Mobile: 07973 213136
Email: eggicj@orange.net
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Nature Notes: January/February 			

Jonathan Forgham

A month of extreme weather, beginning very mild at the start of this reporting period (18th
Jan–18th Feb) before turning into the coldest snap Little Hadham has experienced for many
a year and then finishing with balmy temperatures as I write (18th Feb).
Plenty of wanders were undertaken during this period, with several highlight birds being
recorded. A barn owl was discovered behind Hadham Hall on the 15th. This appears to be a
regular roost as I picked up over 20 pellets, showing the bird’s main food had been field mice,
with an occasional shrew. Also on this walk, a flyby kingfisher. A pleasing observation as this
species suffers during harsh weather as too much ice can lead to it starving to death. I was
particularly pleased to record this as it was only my 5th sighting within the parish and first
since December 2010. Great spotted woodpeckers continue to drum,
whilst the winter thrushes are now beginning to move north east, back to
breeding grounds in Scandinavia. An early morning walk on the 17th felt
very spring-like, with many species starting their territorial and courtship
singing. In particular, great and blue tits, dunnocks, chaffinch, goldfinch and
greenfinch were all in superb voice along the Ash Valley. A goldfinch shown
here, photographed near Cradle End on the 15th.
Two away days were undertaken; the first to Dungeness where I guided a couple around the
reserves and sites. A wonderful day with good birds about, including great white egret, bittern,
guillemots, razorbills and red throated divers. Another day away was on the 11th, when I set
continued on page 15
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Down at the doctor’s				

Paul Haimes

At the time of writing (mid-Feb) the last vestiges of snow have melted, snowdrops and some
daffodils are pushing through. Spring is on its way, soon to be followed by the first symptoms
of hay fever in those unfortunate enough to start in early March!
Before that, however, we will have ridden the gauntlet over the usual spate of half term ski
injuries; every year at least one of our patients, and usually many more, break something
whilst hurtling down sheer mountainsides at breakneck speeds on either a large single, or
two smaller, planks of wood with little to stop them but other skiers or snowboarders! We’re
going at the end of March; can’t wait!!
When you read this we will have less than a month to settle and sign our new lease and
obtain the landlords licence to the alterations. I was quite surprised to see, the other day,
that our original plans were drawn and submitted to EHDC in August 2010 and we are now,
18 months later, going “down to the wire”. It feels like leaving all your exam revision until
the last 2 weeks, cramming like mad and hoping for the best. On a cheerier note, however,
things are now moving ahead reasonably quickly, especially when compared to the snail’s
pace of the previous year, and we are now cautiously optimistic that the Health Centre
extension will go ahead sometime in 2012.
No doubt the excitement generated will be up there with the diamond jubilee and Olympic
games!

Clouds Catering
Quality Home-made Foods

Local Catering Service
for
• Anniversaries •
• Birthdays •
• Christenings and Funerals •
• Dinner Parties •
Full service or delivery only
Catering equipment hire

Jan Williamson
01279 771272 / 07710 325363
clouds-catering@tiscali.co.uk
Clouds, Ford Hill, Little Hadham, SG11 2AZ
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What’s on in March . . .

in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated

1, 15, 29 Thur, Mobile Library, See back page.
6 Tue, Digital Switch-over Talk, 6.45 for
7.15pm followed by . . .
6 Tue,
. . . Parish Council meeting, 8pm
13 Tue, LH & A Social Club, 8pm. A social
evening when we will discuss our day trip.
13 Tue, The Hadhams History Society
“Dick Turpin Fact and Fiction”, a talk by
Georgina Green, The Hall, St Andrews Primary
School, Much Hadham, 7.45pm for 8pm.
Membership £7 pa, non-members £2 per
event. For details Gorden Cliffe 842912 or
Barbara Green 842352.
13 Tue, MH Horticultural Society & Allotment
Club, 8pm in the Long Barn at Hopleys Plants.
‘Deep & Traditional Vegetable Gardening’, an
illustrated talk by Peter Morris. Members Free
Non-members £2 Refreshments & Raffle
Everyone welcome.
15 Thur, Way Inn Coffee Morning, 10.30–12
noon, rear of Village Hall. Do come along and
make friends over a cuppa. See back page.
17 Sat, music@stansted. Our fourth and
final concert this season will be on at
7.30pm, when violinist Jack Liebeck will be
making a welcome return visit to St John’s
Stansted. See p10 for more details.
17, 18 Midnight Swim, 8pm. Isabel
Hospice’s second annual MIDNIGHT swim!
Two venues to choose from. Haileybury
Swimming Pool, SG13 7NU and Hatfield
Swim Centre, AL10 0XR. The evening will
include the normal sponsored swim and the
Boat Race Challenge. There will be a sun &
surf theme so don your bikini or board shorts
and join the fun! For info. call our Fundraising
team on 01707 382500.
20 Tue, LH & A Garden Club AGM, 8pm.
A short presentation, seed swap and nibbles.
Bring along your surplus seeds.

24 Sat, School Quiz Night, Info: 771285.
25 Sun, Clocks go forward an hour at 1.00am.
31 Sat, Farmers’ Market, 8.30 - 11.30am.
Support your local farmers’ market. Come
along and buy local produce. Go no further;
everything you need is here.
31 Sat, MH Horticultural Society & Allotment
Club Spring Show, 2.30–4.30pm, MH Village
Hall. Come along and enjoy the display of
spring flowers, floral arrangements, hanging
baskets, domestic section and children’s
exhibits, including a ‘Draw a Spring Garden’
competition by the children of St. Andrew’s
school. Free Entry. Refreshments & Raffle.
All entry slips must be delivered to: Alison
Silley, Oudle House, Sue Carver, Eastcote or
Denise Ricks, Fords Grove Cottage, at the box
provided by the front doors no later than 8pm
on the Wednesday preceeding the show, or
email: clairehp4@btinternet.com.
Please note : All exhibits must be on display by
10.30am on the morning of the show.

. . . and later
April 21 Braughing Music Society, see p13.
May 20 Open Garden at Bromley Hall.
May 20 music@stansted. A very special
concert when 10 year old George Harliono
will be giving a piano recital.
June 16 Much Hadham Summer Ball see p13
June 17, Much Hadham Open Gardens.
June 24, St Elizabeth’s Summer Fayre
(stallholder bookings now being taken).
July 8, Summer Fete, LH School.
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Suspected Poisoning

•

Folks please be aware that two
pets, a dog and a cat, living
in the Bury Green area have
passed away (mid-Feb) due
to “suspected poisoning”. The
owners of the dog have been
so considerate, at this sad time,
to share this info with the rest
of us – may I on behalf of
the community say how sorry
we are at the passing of their
beloved dog and also say Thank
You for taking the time to warn
us of this matter .
Thank you, Carmela.

•

•

•

•
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Early bird ticket price £75
until 1st may

•

Rural Ramblings				

Cherry Mardell

Some of you may remember I mentioned the £1,000+ electricity bill we had a couple of months
ago. We fought it with all our might, but it transpired, after many anguished hours on the phone,
with visiting metermen and migraines, that we did, indeed, owe that amount. In desperation, and in
one last attempt to prove our innocence, we had our own meters installed in both our home and,
separately, to our small caravan site on the farm. And the culprits, we have found out, were our
caravanning friends. While we, obviously, use a certain amount of electricity, our visiting caravans and
the occasional motorhomes rack up the units with unbelievable speed. In one weekend, when we
had two American RVs in situ, they used between them £105 worth of electricity!
We have just received the latest bill – and it is an astonishing £1,200! If like me, you wonder how
caravanners can survive February’s bitter cold – well, now we know.They just turn up the heat until
their little home is toasty – while we, just up the road, stay relatively chilly and pay the price!
So now we have to decide our future plan of campaign. Do we close in the winter months, or offer
visitors the site but minus electricity? I, for many years, caravanned very happily using only Calor
Gas. Our current motorhome ( oh, yes, we are one of them!) has never had electric hook-up while
on a site, but has relied on a generator for power. The trouble is caravanning has become a soft
option. People want showers and hot water on tap. They want to watch TV, use their computers
and blow-dry their hair. After all, caravanners are only human like the rest of us, and if you or I were
offered unlimited heating for our homes at virtually no extra cost, wouldn’t you use it?
PS On a lighter note: anyone want to join me in my anti-cupcake campaign? Why the great fuss over
those over-indulgent, calorie-horrific little buns? They may look delectable on the outside, but they’re
really just plain old cakes which have been tarted up and given a make-over. Reminds me of the
saying ‘mutton dressed up as lamb’!

The Costume
Workshop

S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

costume hire

hand-made originals

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling
Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves
Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance
18 Years’ Carpentry experience

for

Fancy Dress Parties
Amateur Dramatics
Pantomime
and specialising in

Peasant costumes for
children and adults
to wear on visits to
Kentwell Hall

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices
@hotmail.co.uk

open by arrangement
01279 771223, 07973 899497
Home Farm Chapel Lane Little Hadham
www.thecostumeworkshop.co.uk
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Nature Notes, continued from page 10
off at 5am for the wader spectacular at Snettisham, North Norfolk.
On this morning a particularly high tide was predicted, pushing
hundreds of thousands of waders on to a small raised piece of
land in The Wash. Then, as the tide increases they are all forced
off at the same moment, meaning a huge cloud of waders taking
to the air. This photo doesn’t do justice to both the spectacle and
sound of this event. However, it must be noted that the car thermometer registered -17ºC as
I left the village. By 7.30pm it was a toasty -12ºC on the beach, which was covered in snow.
The sea had large patches of ice covering it, the first time I have witnessed that in the UK.
Away from birds, good mammals have been noted around the village, with
plenty of hares on the golf course, foxes and deer being driven closer to
houses by the freezing conditions, whilst a foraging stoat was observed in
fields near Green Street. On the moth front, no creatures had been enticed
into my garden trap until last night (17th) where I had two examples of
a common moth called, appropriately enough Spring Usher. (shown left)
Also; 1 micro moth torticodes alternella and a worn example of the unimaginatively named
March moth. I am now looking towards spring and in doing so, am planning the first dawn
chorus walk of the year. I plan to be out and about at 5.15am on Sunday 1st April. All
welcome but do let me know if you intend on joining us so we don’t leave without you. Contact
me on 07805571551 or jforgham@theprimaryworks.com

MICK’S CARPENTRY
& PLASTERING
SERVICES

HOLIDAY BUNGALOW
TO LET
NORTH NORFOLK
Dog friendly

Clean & Reliable

Fully inclusive winter breaks
1st Nov 2011 – 31 March 2012
Week £125 or Short Break £105
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All Plastering, Artexing,
Coving & Rendering
undertaken. Also Doors,
Locks, Laminate Flooring,
Repairs & Refurbishments,
Fencing & Decking.

North Norfolk, beautiful peaceful area
Weekly Lets or Short Breaks, sleeps 4
Suitable for partially disabled
Well-behaved dogs very welcome
Secure rear garden
Easy reach Hunstanton, Sandringham,Wells
Excellent walking, miles of sandy beaches

Tel: 01279 758708
Mob: 07811 141275

For brochure & further details
please call Brenda Williams:
01279 654939, 07761 681230
www.sleepynook.co.uk
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Macmillan Cancer Support in Hertfordshire
Firstly I would like to introduce myself, my name is Kerry and I work for Macmillan Cancer Support. I am
part of the Hertfordshire and Essex Fundraising team and I work as a Fundraising Manager. My role
within the charity is to work with local people and to make them aware of Macmillan’s amazing vast of
services within their town or village.
Macmillan Cancer Support are there to support people from the moment someone is diagnosed with
whatever they may need to help them to live with cancer. However we don’t just support the person with
the cancer but their family and friends also. Most people have heard of Macmillan Nurses who are there
to offer emotional help and to help people deal with the pain but they may not know about the other
Macmillan services. We provide financial help in the form of benefits advice and Macmillan grants and
we also have a supportline where people can talk to trained professionals free of charge, these are just
a few of the amazing services we provide.
Macmillan do not receive any government funding so we completely rely on the generous donations we
receive from our supporters and people need our Macmillan services more now than ever before. In your
local area there are so many ways you could get involved.
We are looking for a new members for the Bishop’s Stortford and Hertford Fundraising groups. Fundraising
groups help Macmillan to raise funds and awareness in their local area. We currently have 8 within
Hertfordshire who last year raised a huge amount of money. If you would like to volunteer for Macmillan
but not be part of a group why not train to be a Macmillan speaker or help with our supermarket
collections. If you are already a member of a local group or club why not organise events to raise funds for
Macmillan or request a speaker to attend one of your meetings and help us to spread the word.
We have so many ways in which you could get involved so if you want to help me to inspire millions and
help people living with cancer then please call me on 07793 579364 or email kbriars@macmillan.org.
uk. I look forward to hearing from you. Many thanks.
Kerry Briars, Hertfordshire & Essex Fundraising Manager 07793 579364
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Don’t be bitten by the cold Ensure your car gets you through the Winter
As we see the last of the snow melt away we are reminded how harsh the winter is. This
year we have experienced several days of bitterly cold weather at record-breaking sub-zero
temperatures.
Written by a mechanic that has over 30 years’ experience; the simple tips below ensure you
remain safe and your vehicle is performing to its maximum potential this winter.
Tip 1: Prevention is better than a cure
To effectively maintain your vehicle and to avoid problems, a car service and an MOT are
vital. These checks ensure that important components of your car are in good condition;
which in turn can improve your car’s efficiency and reduce repair costs.
Tip 2: Be your own mechanic
In order to keep your vehicle performing this winter, it’s important to keep up with routine
maintenance and inspections. Maintaining your car’s fluids is an essential and easy
maintenance task. It’s quick and can add thousands of miles to the life of your car. Check
your fluids at least once a month.
• Windscreen wash: Follow the instructions on the bottle, and then use your car’s
handbook to find where to pour it in. Top up regularly and keep some in the boot as a dirty
windscreen impairs visibility and is dangerous.
• Oil: A dipstick is used to check oil. If you can’t find it, consult your vehicle’s handbook.
continued on page 19

Curtains

Made to Measure by

Jennie Childs

All types of Curtains, Blinds
& Matching Accessories
Made to Measure
01279 730608

email: jenniechilds@mac.com
www.curtainsbyjenniechilds.co.uk

32 Broomfields, Hatfield Heath, Herts. CM22 7EH

www .

Clocktower .co.uk

APPLE Mac BROADBAND
UPGRADES
data rescue
Repairs
Servicing
inks & toners
Stortford Road, Little Hadham

01279 771038 (fax 771853)

(the old butcher’s shop by the traffic lights)
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Neighbourhood Planning
Most parishioners will be aware that the government proposes to make substantial changes
to current planning law. As part of the “Localism Act” government is trying to encourage
communities to get more involved in the long term planning/development of the immediate
area in which they live. Communities are invited to have an influence on how their village will
“develop” over the next twenty years or so. Many of you know my feelings on “the expansion
of our village” and I know the majority of you share my viewpoint, in that, the reason why we
choose to live in a village is because we prefer to live in a rural area surrounded by countryside.
However, the government says that growing population and housing demand mean that local
development will be inevitable over the coming decades. Alas folks, we must move with the
times and be prepared.
Neighbourhood Planning is the process we the community are to get to grips with if we want to
be in a position to have some say on how much and what type of development is to take place
in our village. If we do nothing and do not work together to put into place a basic outline plan,
the consequences could be very serious for our village. We could have “unwanted development”
thrust upon us. As Chairman of Little Hadham Parish Council Planning Committee I am happy
to lead a working party in order to achieve our Neighbourhood Plan but I need help from
you the community. This work is to be conducted outside of Parish Council business, in other
words Neighbourhood Planning will be a community-led project. Initially, I do not expect the
work to be too demanding. I am prepared to attend all external meetings, etc. However, it is
continued on next page
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Don’t be bitten by the cold, continued from page 17
Pull out the dipstick, wipe it with a clean cloth, replace and remove again. Look at the oil
level on the dipstick; this should be at maximum. If your oil is low you can top it up yourself;
follow the instructions in the handbook to find the filler cap and the right grade of oil to use.
• Coolant: Most cars have a see-through reservoir under the bonnet where the coolant is
kept. Ensure that the coolant reaches the maximum level.
• Anti-freeze: Anti-freeze is located in a see-through reservoir. Check that the liquid
reaches the maximum level. Some anti-freezes are premixed, check the bottle to see
whether you need to add water or just use it as it is.
Written by Salvo Zaffuto, Mechanic. Tel: 07765872424 www.salvoscarmechanic.co.uk

Neighbourhood Planning, continued
important that parishioners get involved and impart differing viewpoints. I especially need to
hear from parishioners who have experience in planning law or local government knowledge.
Ultimately working together will ensure that our Neighbourhood Plan will shape the future of
Little Hadham in a positive and sustainable way.
I am happy to receive your comments and suggestions via email: cam2403@hotmail.co.uk or
call me 01279 466331. 					
Thank you, Carmela.
You can read about Neighbourhood Plans here: http://www.eastherts.gov.uk/media/pdf/j/3/
Interim_Neighbourhood_Planning_Guidance_Note_-_Dec_11.pdf

Chapel Hill, Stansted Mountfitchet
Essex. CM24 8AP Tel: 01279 816659
www.millwaystationery.co.uk
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Report on the Team Day Albury School 5.2.12
Led by Canon John Kiddle, Director of Mission for the Diocese. There were 39 people who attended
the day from across the Team. Some could only come for one of the sessions. They represented all
parishes with the exception of the smallest, Stocking Pelham.
The morning session was worship and a guided meditation on the theme of Living God’s Love. There
was opportunity to discuss our response to the three themes of going deeper into God, transforming
our communities, and making new disciples. The afternoon took the form of group discussion about
the future of the Team and the Parishes. Formal notes were not taken, but an analysis of the
points recorded on the flip chart suggests a few tentative conclusions; which may be added to the
conclusions of the individual parish meetings.
The following is a personal response from the Team Rector regarding how we go forward on our journey
from here. The key question is whether the congregations accept and embrace the conclusions.
1. One powerful point that emerged was a desire to create more inclusive and welcoming church
communities across the Team. This inclusivity involves age, sex, and social factors. There is a feeling
that our churches are already trying and succeeding to some degree in this, but could try even harder
to reach this difficult goal. Reaching out to all the parish estates, giving young people a place and role,
engaging the interest of men, finding ways to include children and families were all mentioned.
2. Across the parishes communication was highlighted as a key component of success. Whether we
could employ a Team administrator in such a diverse geographic group, with distinctive communities,
should be explored with more vigour. It could be that new I.T. methods of communication and office
organisation might suit us better than a centralised secretariat. We also need to communicate and
socialise more effectively as individual Churches and as a Team. We are stronger working together;
continued on page 23
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Water, water everywhere...and not a drop to drink!
On Saturday Feb 11th we woke up to the coldest morning we can remember since we
moved here in 1991. By the end of the day not only had we had burst pipes, ceilings
refusing to be ceilings, and no water all day, but a boiler that gave up the ghost!
We had so many kind offers of help, food, water, drinks, we were so grateful. We would
like to especially thank Sharon and Lance Harris who, within ten minutes of arriving
back from Thailand, were filling a kettle and bucket with water for us; Karin and Frank
Green for the door key to their house and the loan of a fan heater; Natalie from the
pub who, despite all the burst pipes she had, found someone willing to lend us three
more heaters to get us through the night and avoid more burst pipes.
Finally a huge thank you to Diana and Lyndon of Lloyd Taylor Close, who had never
met us but parted with their three heaters at midnight to help us out.
Thank you seems so little but we are terribly grateful.
Helen and Paul (Snelling)

Main dealer standards
at independent rates.

NOW OPEN
IN
LITTLE HADHAM

All makes & models of vehicles
MOT tested and serviced
• Full vehicle services to manufacturer’s
services schedules – your new car’s
warranty is not affected
• Lucas-trained engineers
• Vehicle electrical problems solved
• Petrol fuel injectors
• Advanced diagnostic equipment
• Air conditioning repair/service
• Car body repairs
• Family businesses since 1972

Enjoy an authentic Indian meal
the restaurant standard

Tel: 01279 771 800 / 771 322

Free local collection & delivery service
Free courtesy cars available

www.masalaexpressdelivery.com

A J Dedman
Garage Services Ltd
dedmangarage@btconnect.com

01279 758565

North ENd BArN, hAdhAm PArk, BishoP’s stortFord
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Little Hadham School
Believing and Achieving

March starts off for us in a very confusing way as we celebrate World Book Day on March
1st as a ‘Where’s Wally’ Theme Day! Both pupils and staff will be hidden in fancy dress
– it should be a brilliant sight! It is part of a week long ‘Writers Week’ where the children
will be working hard to become authors themselves!
Once again, I have been invited to attend the Observation of the Commonwealth Service
in Westminster Abbey on March 12th. This year should be extra special as it marks the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. I will be taking lots of photos to share back in school with the
children.
Our KS1 children have a special treat coming up on 20th March as they will be working
with the BP Outreach Science team through our school BP link. We are also sending some
very speedy Y5/6 mathematicians to pit their wits against others across the County in the
annual ‘Whizz Kids’ events.
Our Friends are organising their very popular annual Quiz Night on Saturday 24th March,
so do contact the office on 01279 771285 if you would like to enter a team.
Thank you for your continued support.
Liz Stockley, Headteacher

Neighbourhood Watch
Update
Folks I have been requested by our local
PCSO Francis Higgins to inform you that
two bicycles were recently found in the
vicinity of Little Hadham Village Hall both bikes have now been recovered by
Francis and are being stored at Bishop’s
Stortford police station.
Please check your sheds and spread this
update to friends and neighbours - by all
accounts these are good quality bikes and
the police would be delighted to return
them to their rightful owners.
Do not hesitate to call me for more info:
Carmela 01279 466331
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Little Hadham: the caring, sharing village
We knew that we were in a special village, one where people care for and about each other.
But we are still surprised and warmed by evidence of this. The snow fell quite heavily, as I’m
sure you know, and we were “snowed in” as it were. We decided that it would be foolish for
two OAPs to dig the car out and go for a drive. Our fridge and freezer were well stocked . . . we
would not go hungry. Sunday lunchtime, a young neighbour came to our door. “I noticed that
you had no footprints in the snow around your house and came to see if you are both OK,”
said the young man. We assured him that we were fine. “Well, can I clear your path of snow
for you?” he continued. We told him that it was not necessary as we were not going out until
conditions improved. We thanked him and watched as he returned to his house nearby. There
is so much bad press about young people today, I think we should take every opportunity to
sing the praises of the so many good and kind youngsters. Thank you to all the youth of Little
Hadham . . . you are really appreciated.
Den and Barbara OAPs

Team Day Report, continued from page 20
and the smaller parishes welcome this.
3. A need for reassessment of stewardship seems to emerge from the comments of all parishes:
a desire to be financially sound was linked of course to a strategy for growth in congregations and
spiritual development. It was stated that we need to make every pastoral contact count, as it were.
4. Amongst those who came to the parish meetings and the Mission Day, there was an appetite
for spiritual development; whether in courses and groups, or in individuals. In Little Hadham and
Albury it was felt that we need to build on the things that are already successful. There will need
to be a reassessment of worship.
The phrase, “becoming a beacon” was used; a beacon of goodness, but it could also include the
notion of faith or other Christian values.

Herts Young Farmers is run by young people for young people. If there is
something that everyone who has ever been a Young Farmer will tell you - it’s how
much YFC has done for them. Whether it’s new experiences, skills, confidence
or friends - everyone who enjoys the outdoors has something to gain. We are always looking
for keen outdoorsy types to become new members so if you fancy a go at scuba diving, you’re
interested in behind the scenes tours of places not normally open to the public, enjoy BBQs
and parties, want a go driving a tractor (or to show off the skills you already have) we’d love
you to come along to one of our meetings. YFC also gives you the opportunity to travel abroad,
get reduced-price training and of course to get involved as much as possible. All our clubs are
run by our members, meaning every week you get to do the things you want to do.
If you’d like more information please contact the county office on 01920 821393 or 07825
525573. You can email us at hertsyfc@btinternet.com or check out our website www.hertsyfc.com.
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March diary for Little Hadham and Albury
(part of the Ash and Quin Valleys’ team incorporating
Much Hadham, Braughing, Furneux and Stocking Pelham.)

4 Sunday			
Lent 2
9.30am		
Sung Matins at St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham
11.15am
Parish Communion and Sunday School at St Mary’s
11 Sunday		
Lent 3
9.30am		
Shared Communion at St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham
5.00pm
Taizé Service at St Andrew’s, Much Hadham
12 Monday
Burial of ashes, Diane Woods at St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham
17 Saturday
a Lent Lunch for the whole Team at the Congregational Church,
		
Much Hadham. Collection for charity.
18 Sunday		
Mothering Sunday
8.00am		
Holy Communion at St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham
9.30am		
Mothering Sunday Service in Village Hall, suitable for the whole family
		
No evensong at St Mary’s
21 Wednesday
8.00pm
Annual Parish Church Meeting, in the Church Room
25 Sunday 		
Lent 5 Passion Sunday and eve of the Annunciation
1.00am		
Clocks forward by one hour
11.15am		
Parish Communion at St Mary’s
6.00pm		
Evensong for the Annunciation at St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham
There is a service of Holy Communion every Wednesday at 10.30am at St Andrew’s
During Lent on Wednesday evenings at Albury Vicarage there is opportunity to meet and
enjoy prayer and discussion. Please contact Stephen Fielding if you want more information
on 01279 771892.
There are other Lent groups at “Berakah” Kettle Green Road Much Hadham on Monday
evenings at 7.30pm; St Andrew’s Cottage Much Hadham on Tuesday lunchtimes at 12.15pm;
and Thursday mornings at the Old Boys School Braughing at 10.30am.
There have been no entries in the Register this month
1st, 15th & 29th March

Mobile Library

Nag’s Head from 13.45 - 14.05
The Smithy from 14.10 - 14.30
Bury Green from 14.45 - 15.05
A fortnightly service.

The ‘Way Inn’

Come and meet friends and
neighbours over a cup of tea or
coffee. Rear of village hall,
3rd thursday of the month,
10 - 12 noon
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